Text of My Commitment Prayer

By Maryvonne:

Colette:

Within our Fraternity, you are truly a little dynamo, stopping us from becoming complacent about our efforts and you always challenge us and lift us higher.

In the Champagnat Movement, you have given so much of yourself by being part of the administration of the fraternities, the office of the Marist liaison team, you follow a formation program called 'Journey in Prayer with Marcellin' and you invited the fraternity and the community to share in this prayer program with you.

Within the school community, Saint Laurent, you are a catechist, you are a member of the Pastoral Council and of the local Marist team.

In the parish, you are a member of the 'grieving families' group which assists with the preparation of funerals, the liturgy team of St Michel and the chaplaincy of the retirement home of Dampmart.

And I am sure to have forgotten some of your commitments, you'll forgive me, Colette.

But all of us know also that you are an attentive Mum to your children and a fantastic Grandma and I'm going to allow myself to quote one of your family commitments - swimming lessons every Tuesday evening with Julien, one of your grandchildren.

And I really want to say, Colette, in addition to all of that,

For two years you have been journeying towards this Marist commitment, a commitment which is going to tie together all that you are, all that you do, giving to it a Marial hue; André would admire your willingness to go further in belonging to your Marist family, also without hesitation, he had given you the green light for this beautiful adventure and today, God alone knows that he must be as proud of you as we all are.

But, Colette, what if you speak to us a little of the place that the Lord has in your life and in this discernment?

The Lord has given me the grace to yearn for it, to seek it.  With a few steps forward and a few steps back, I've always been sensitive to His calls.  He took me by the hand in each moment of my life, even when I wasn't aware of it.

The discernment that I've been able to undertake with Br Michel Morel, Br Henri Vignau, Maryvonne and Monique, has put new life into my journey with Him and helped me to discover signs of His presence.  Also through this day I want to express a response to His calls.

At the outset, I thank you, Lord, and praise you (glorify you) for all the happy moments that I've received or that I've given, for the human events which have fulfilled my life - my birth into a Christian family, the journey travelled with André, the arrival of my daughters, accompanied by three sons-in-law whom I appreciate very much, and of our four grandchildren, marvellous gifts that fill my life with joy.

I praise and thank you also and especially for being there in the challenging times and for helping me to overcome them: the separation from those we love and those who love us: my parents, especially my mother, who passed away when I was only 20 years old (I had scarcely entered my adult life).  Then the death of the one who had been my life's travelling companion for 36 years, my husband, the one, who through the sacrament of marriage became another part of myself!

By Monique

Do you remember, Colette, in 1995, each of us animating a group that we had created for the young people in the chaplaincy of Saint Laurent, you, Maryvonne and me, and it was there after a catechists' meeting with Br Louis Baronnier, that you said to me, "I'd like a Marist Fraternity to be created at Saint Laurent."

Can you say in a few words, how this idea took root in you?

For 38 years, I lived in the world of Marists.  Saint Laurent was my nursery.  By rubbing shoulders with the Brothers day after day and by following a Marist formation, I discovered more that 15 years ago, the existence of fraternities that provided me with a spirituality that met my needs, and that's how, little by little, because the Lord has His own time frame!  He shaped me and showed me the way that led me to Him.  By following in Mary's footsteps, I discovered this path following her Son's example of complete openness to and trust in God.

By Br Henri Vignau

But tell us, Colette, what are you really committing yourself to?  For all of us here know that you are already "Marist".
Today,

Deeply confident in my vocation as a baptised person,

Deeply aware, Lord, of Your presence in my life,

Deeply aware of the love You give me:

Supported by the team that accompanies me, by the Marist Institute, and by you here present:

Within my fraternity:

I commit to praying to You more and more, Lord, to putting You always  at the very heart of my life by making You my daily priority.

I commit to being a witness of the "Good News" and in the way of Mary to be attentive to those who You place on my path:  the young, especially those whom I accompany in St Laurent, my family, my friends, my fraternity, my Marist Brothers and all those I meet each day.

The events of life have made me more available to Your calls and today:

I commit with faithfulness to the services that are entrusted to me in my parish and in the Marist Province.

To live and to bring about this call,

I commit to take Mary, , "our Good Mother", as my role-model and to allow the charism of St Marcellin to permeate me so as to share the Marist spirituality, a life-giving and holy path, a path to follow with you all, so that my commitment bears fruit in Your Church, Lord.
