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Brother Hilary Mary (Austin Conroy),

a former Councillor General, died on 8th October 1997 at Hunters Hill, Sydney. He was 91. Brother began teaching in his 19th year in 1925 and, beginning in 1934, was director of various establishments. He was appointed Provincial in 1953 and, after five years in that position, was elected Assistant General in 1958. In this new role, which he filled until the Chapter of 1976, his considerable talents and engaging personality became widely appreciated in the Institute.

We now entrust him to the Lord and our Good Mother. Our Constitutions remind us of the special suf​frages for Councillors General: "On the death of the Brother Superior General or of a former Superior Gen​eral, of a member or former member of the General Council, each community of the Institute will have a Mass celebrated and recite the Office of the Dead". (55.1)

Death of Brother Paulo Naufel (North Brazil) 

Brother was born into a Lebanese family and was a former pupil of Marist College at Maranâo. He di​rected several sessions of the Third Age in Rome for Spanish and Portuguese speakers. He celebrated his Golden Jubilee on 22nd of June this year. He died on 12th October at the age of 67. Brother made his novici​ate in 1947 and then studied Classics and graduated brilliantly in this field. After teaching for a time he spe​cialised in Sacred Scriptures at the Catholic Institute of Paris. By nature a shy man, he found the office of Pro​vincial difficult. However, he wrote many important circulars which were greatly appreciated by the Broth​ers. One of his most notable achievements was open missions for the Province in the interior of Brazil (Balsas and Barreira do Campo). He was highly culti​vated man who worked mainly in formation.

Closing of the Marist Centenary in Brazil 

«Encounter with Mary» took place in Mendes (Rio de Janeiro) from 11th to 15th October 1997. Among those who participated were 200 Brothers, 26 lay people, 2 Marist Sisters and four Brothers from France.

There were times of conviviality, of addresses and of Eucharistic celebrations. Nine Brothers made the Vow of Stability, the Portuguese edition of «Letters of Marcellin Champagnat » was officially launched, a Centenary Plaque was unveiled and the Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Aparecida with Solemn Mass concelebrated by Cardinal Dom Aloisio Lorscheider, Dom Francisco de Paula Vitor, a former Marist Brother. The ceremony was televised live throughout Brazil. A commemorative plaque was attached to the wall of the Basilica.

The Brazilian Post Office issued a commemora​tive stamp for the Centenary of Marist Presence in Bra​zil. It depicts the Good Mother and a blackboard bear​ing the logo "100 Years" and a text written in chalk: «To educate like Mary did».

Anniversary of our Four Brothers Martyred in Bugobe

The impact of the martyrdom of our Brothers Servando, Miguel Angel, Fernando and Julio is still very much alive in Spain. On the occasion of the first anni​versary of their death (31st October), there were many local and regional celebrations. At Valladolid on the day itself, the Government of Castilla and Leôn, unveiled a magnificent monument to their memory. The group in bronze was entitled, «Resurrection in memory of the 1,000,004 martyrs of Zaire».
.

On 8th at the College in Burgos, it was especially the young who celebrated the event, proclaiming a message of hope inspired by the heroic act of our Brothers, and a challenge to the youth of today to commit themselves to the building up of a more just and caring world.

News of our Brothers in Congo-Kinshasa (formerly Zaire)

Calm is returning little by little in the country and our schools, which have been closed for two months, are now cautiously beginning to function once more. The same applies to our colleges in Kisangani and Kindu. However, only the school in Kinshasa has been functioning normally since the commencement of the school year in September. In fact, the hopes and confi​dence that the parents had placed in the Government as far as education is concerned have evaporated so that now, in spite of their poverty, the parents are re​signed to finding some means of paying the teachers themselves, while their children hang about the house, abandoned by the National Education authorities.

News and Calendar of the General Council (November-December 1997)
After the General Conference, Brother Benito, accompanied by Brother Claudino, attended the closing of the Centenary of the arrival of the Brothers in Brazil Brother Benito then proceeded on his own to visit the Province of Chile.

The Councillors during this period to some time for rest and formation. 

November 5-9: Visit to Valpré (Henri and Marcelino) 

November 10-11: Study of Restructuring of Brazil (Pedro and Claudino)

November 17-18: Board meeting at the MIC in Nai​robi (Sean)

November 20-27: Seminar in Rome on the Marist Patrimony (Henri and Gaston)

Nov. 21- Dec. 6: Meeting on the Restructuring of West Africa (Luis and Jeff)

Nov. 30 - Dec. 6: Visit to Lebanon-Syria (Claudino and Gaston)

Council Meetings

26 November and 15 December 1997 

Brother Franco Faggin
Brother Franco Faggin, Provincial of Italy, suf​fered a heart attack on 5th November and is at present in hospital. We join with the Brothers of Italy in praying to the Lord for his speedy recovery.

New Provincials
The General Council has recently appointed Brother Emili Turû Provincial of Catalonia for a first mandate of three years, and Brother José Luis Ampudia Provincial of Leôn for a second mandate of three years.

 International College – Rome
The Community of the International College 1997-1998 is composed of 25 members including nine new arrivals, among them Brother Emeterio Pérez, newly appointed Vice Director of the College. The stu​dent Brothers come from 15 Marist Provinces: Rwanda (3), Santa Caterina (3), Porto Alegre (2), Congo (2), Rio de la Plata (2), Korea (2), Madrid (2), Central America (1), Portugal (1), Catalonia (1), Levante (1), Castilla (1), Leôn (1), Côrdoba (1), Quebec (1). For their studies they are attending the following universities: Salesiana (10), Gregoriana (4), Teresianum (3), Marianum (3), Alfonsiana (2), Urbaniana (1), Claretianum (1). The community has already drawn up its Community Plan, organised its year, and begun studying the implications of the Institute's aim of re-foundation.

Another Burglary with Violence in Pakistan
In Peshawar, Pakistan, three of our Brothers and another missionary were beaten and robbed in their residence at St John's Catholic Church. Three men armed with hand guns burst in just as the Brothers were leaving the house. Br Charles Fernandez , the principal of St Mary's High School, who was the most severely maltreated, spent some days in hospital as a result. The other two Marists attacked were Brothers Shanthi Liy​anage and Mervyn Perera. They had nooses put around their necks to frighten them and demands were made for money. The robbers made off with Rs 18,000 of school fees, ($300 US), a satellite dish receiver and a camera. The Brothers were bound hand and foot but eventually managed to free themselves.

Brother John Klein, Provincial of Esopus, and currently President of the U.S. Conference of Major Superiors of Men (C.M.S.M.), has been appointed an auditor for this Special Synod which begins in Rome on 16th November.

Beatification of Bishop Apor Vilmos
This Bishop and Martyr Apor Vilmos, after whom our College in Györ is named, will be beatified on 9th November next.

He was born in an Hungarian-speaking region which now belongs to Rumania. He did his studies in Hungary and Austria. Appointed Bishop of Györ in 1941 in the midst of the Second World War, he was re​nowned for his constant concern for the poor and the persecuted. In March 1945, when the Soviets entered Gydr, many civilians took refuge in the Bishop's House. When the soldiers wanted to enter arrest them, the Bishop firmly opposed them. On Holy Saturday, after having celebrated the sacred offices with the refugees, he was machine-gunned by Soviet soldiers at the door of the apartments where his faithful were lodged. He died on Easter Monday, 2nd April 1945. In his spiritual testament he expressed the desire to have the Marist Brothers in his diocese and this was realised 50 years after his death. Apor Vimos College opened on 1st September 1993 and today has 970 pupils.

