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Promulgation of the decree on the miracle of Blessed Marcellin.

On 3 July, in the presence of the Pope, the decree on the miracle attributed to Blessed Marcellin Champagnat was promulgated. This was the only one presented which dealt with a canonisation. In this Act there were pre​sented also another thirteen decrees con​cerning miracles for beatifications, heroic virtue and martyrdom. Present at the audi​ence were Brothers Gabriele Andreucci„ Postulator of the cause, Seán Sammon, Vicar General, and Henri Vignau, Councillor Gen​eral.

Some details concerning Br Heriberto Weber and his miraculous cure.

Br Heriberto (Heinrich Gerhard Webber) was born at Essen (Germany) on 19 March 1908.

After his novitiate and first profession in Furth (21 November 1926) and a period of teacher training he taught for a few years in Germany. On 30 April 1937, owing to difficul​ties arising in his country, he had to go into exile in Uruguay, along with a large group of German Brothers.

He was to develop his apostolic activity for many years in Uruguay, first in Primary teaching and then in Secondary. On several occasions he discharged the duties of Col​lege Headmaster and Superior of Community.

In May 1976, in the midst of his normal ac​tivities, he was afflicted by fevers reaching high temperatures and experienced sever spinal pains which forced him to stay in bed. The doctors diagnosed "an early, unknown growth which was transferring to the lungs". The doctors who were attending to him pro​nounced him incurable and as such he was treated in the sanatorium where he remained as a patient.

On 13 June, at the request of the Brother Provincial of Uruguay, the Brothers of the Province, together with their pupils, started a novena of prayers to ask for the cure of Br Heriberto through the intercession of Blessed Marcellin Champagnat.

At the end of the novena, on 26 July 1976, the patient felt a sudden and unforeseen im​provement. The X-ray plates taken on that date showed that the signs of the illness had disappeared. Br Heriberto, the Brothers of the communities in Uruguay and the pupils who knew him, from the very beginning con​sidered this cure to be miraculous.

Br Agustín Carazo, who was Postulator General at the time, asked for a diocesan informative process to consider this pre​sumed miraculous cure and this took place in Montevideo between the months of March and May 1985.

When the case was presented on 1 April 1993 before the Medical Council of the Con​gregation for the Causes of Saints in the Vatican, the doctors asked for more docu​mentation in order to get more precise details on the diagnosis which was uncertain, based on the preceding acts of the process. The General Council entrusted Br Eugenio Magdaleno, a Councillor General, with the task of completing the inquiries asked for by the Medical Council and he went to Uruguay and the Provinces on its borders in Argentina to this effect. When the case was studied again on 25 November 1993, the Medical Commis​sion concluded that because there were per​sistent uncertainties concerning the diagno​sis "all that could be confirmed was the ex​ceptional nature of the case".

On 28 February 1995, the Postulator Gen​eral of the Cause, Br Gabriele Andreucci, taking into account the opinion of two of the medical experts, asked the Congregation for the Causes of Saints for permission to pres​ent the case again to the Medical Commis​sion for revision.

When the cure had been studied again on 26 June 1997 in the light of the new investi​gations, the doctors defined the illness as "serious pulmonary infection, characterised by modular bilateral dissemination with marked respiratory insufficiency, in a subject with serious complications considering his general state". And taking into account the fact that "the cure had been very rapid, com​plete and lastinng", concluded that such a cure is scientifically inexplicable.

On 20 February 1998, the presumed miracle was studied by the Commission of Theologians of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, and finally, one month later, on 21 March 1998, Br Benito Arbués, Superior General, was able to inform the whole Institute that the result of the report submitted by the Commission of Theologians "favours by six affirmative votes to one only negative" considering the cure of Br Heribert Weber as miraculous.

The following step to arrive at the longdesired Canonisation of Blessed Marcellin Champagnat was the meeting of the Com​mission of Cardinals and Bishops which was held on 2 June 1998 and which expressed its favourable opinion on the miraculous cure of Brother Heriberto.

After yesterday's promulgation, very soon, in an ordinary public Consistory, the Pope will ask the cardinals who are present in Rome if it is opportune to inscribe Blessed Marcellin on the list of saints and will decide on a date for his canonisation.

Br Benito : Superior General, undergoes an operation

On 23 June last, Br Benito Arbués under​went an operation in Barcelona for a certain pain he had been experiencing for some months in his right knee. At present he is back in Rome since the evening of 3 July and is involved in the work of the Plenary Ses​sions of the General Council. It seems he will have to spend some time in convalescence here in the General House.

New Provincials

The General Council recently appointed the following Provincials: Br Pedro Herreros of Chile for a second term; Br Carlos Wielganczuk of Sáo Paulo for a second term and Br Demetrio Espinosa of Cordoba for a first term.

Plenary sessions of the General Council 

The General Councillors will be meeting with the Superior General in Rome from the beginning of July till the 25 of the same month in plenary sessions. Afterwards they will continue their visitations throughout the Institute. The next plenary sessions have been set for January and February.

Changes of personnel in the community of auxiliaries to the General Council

In the community of Brothers auxiliaries to the General Government of the Institute the following changes have taken place: Leav​ing Rome are Brothers Paul Sester of the Province of Beaucamps-St-Genis, whose work in these latter years was that of Archi​vist; Br Ernest Sensi of the same Province, whoooose special care was the present ar​chives of the Congregation; Br John Phillips (Great Britain), who was the Superior of the community of Brothers Auxiliaries and Eng​lish translator; and Br Teodoro Barriuso of the Province of Castilla, who was Spanish sec​retary to the Superior General and translator. Thanks is due to these Brothers for the serv​ice they have given to the General Govern​ment; thanks also to their Provinces for their generosity in allowing us to benefit from the work of these Brothers.

Br José Contreras Landero of the Province of Mexico Occidental has already joined this community. He will be the new Superior of the Community of the General Administration.. Soon we shall welcome Br Lluis Serra (Catalonia), who will be in charge of publica​tions, Br Francisco Castellanos Rodríguez (León), who will be Spanish secretary and translator, Br Gerard Brereton (Poughkeepsie), English translator, and Br Afonso Levis (Sáo Paulo), who will work in the Formation Commission. We recognise the generosity of these Provinces also towards the General Council and the readiness of those Brothers to serve the Institute in Rome.

Br Paul Sester leaves the General House 

After a sojourn of twenty-seven years in Rome, Br Paul Sester has left the General House to rejoin his Province in Beaucamps-​St-Genis. He will join his Brothers in the community of Oullins, a place in the suburbs of Lyons. In 1971 he was called by Br Basilio to be Assistant General, he was elected Sec​retary General in 1976, going on to be Archi​vist in 1985. During these last fifteen years, Br Paul has worked tirelessly at the preserva​tion and diffusion of the Marist heritage. In 1990, at the request of the General Council, he took charge of the publication of "Marist Notebooks" in order to make known how things stood in regard to the investigations into our origins and what has characterised us as Marist Brothers. Everyone knows and appreciates his Magnum Opus - the publica​tion of the Letters of Father Champagnat. Someone has said: "With the departure of Br Paul we have just turned over another page in the history of the General House".

Visit to several Provinces in South Amer​ica

After visits to the Provinces of Peru, Chile, Rio de la Plata and Cordoba, and to the dis​tricts of Paraguay and Bolivia, which took place during the months of April and May, Brother Benito and four members of the Gen​eral Council held two important supportive meetings: the first was with the co-ordinators of the vocations ministry and the second with the Provincial Councils or District Councils of each of the Administrative Units.

Starting with an analysis of the present state of the region, and with the help of the texts of the General Chapter and the Circular of the Brother Superior General, those taking part in each of these meetings went deeply into the theme of the refoundation of the In​stitute and creative fidelity to the charisma. The evaluation which was made confirmed the worth of these meetings which have given rise to commitments which will be communi​cated to all the Brothers and which ought to revitalise the Marist charisma in this part of the Institute.

Death of Brothers Denis and Antoine Vallet 

Brother Denis Dunne was a former Provin​cial of Poughkeepsie. In 1997, the General Council proposed him to be a member of the team to run the Centre of Spirituality in Manziana, but a few weeks after his nomination he was struck by the illness which was the cause of his death.

Br Antoine Vallet, of the Province of l'Hermitage, did intensive work in the "Total Language" project which he founded to pro​mote education based on the cultivation of the visual 'image, especially that of photogra​phy and cinematography. He wrote articles and books on this and many teachers in France and throughout Europe, even in Latin America were enriched by the courses he gave in Saint Etienne and in different coun​tries. Last December, he was knocked down by a motor car and did not recover from his wounds, dying finally on 28 May of this year. 

Philippines

Celebrations will begin on 15 August next for the Golden Jubilee of Marist work in the Philippines. The foundation began in 1948 in the city of Cotabato to which they were called by Mgr Luigi del Rosario. The work was started by Brothers from the United States who took over the school in that city which was being run by the Oblate Fathers. At pre​sent it constitutes a Province with 38 Brothers and during these last few years they have pressed on with their work with lay people among the poor in places as interesting as the Community of Buda, Marcellin House in General Santos City and in other places like Marikina.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

After months of uncertainty and difficulties arising from the war which led finally to the fall of General Mbutu the Brothers are .continuing their work with admirable determina​tion and courage, ready to go into action. During the war, the Brothers, whose commu​nities were constantly in touch with each other and discussing the best paths to follow, decided to remain in their communities and do whatever possible to keep the schools running as normally as they could in circum​stances of confusion, violence and even panic.

The Brothers speak of feeling Mary's pres​ence and protection in their lives in difficult situations: Brothers putting their lives in dan​ger in order to protect other Brothers, missionariès, religious and ordinary people; meetings of communities, meetings with teachers and pupils, moments of prayer and intense intercommunication when Christian faith and hope became an invaluable source of courage, enthusiasm and brotherly love.

Most of the Brothers express their present feelings in words similar to these which were written by one of them.: "The fact that we remained and shred the fate of our teachers, pupils and families has become an important factor in our continuing work of evangelisation and education. We have made a statement that our presence is a necessary element for the mission that Jesus and Mary have en​trusted to us".

Lay people working with us in Haiti and in other mission fields

For ten years the Province of Iberville has been sending young lay persons, boys and girls, to help the Brothers who are working in Haiti. These are young people in their twen​ties who are known to the Brothers and pro​posed by them to do a one year period of service in our mission. Each one of them is accompanied for a year by a Brother who meets his charge once a month. On these occasions he is able to go deeper into the reasons which lead him/her to wish to go to Haiti. The Provincial Committee which deals with our co-workers meets them in a general assembly four times a year to answer their questions on the mission and allow these young people to get to know each other bet​ter. When this process is over, those who have been chosen by the committee get ready for the great adventure. In Haiti, the boys live in community with the Brothers, ei​ther in Dame-Marie or in Latibolière, whilst the girls have a community of their own in the mission at Dame-Marie in a house bought for that purpose. Their main mission is teaching. Some of the young workers take advantage of this to establish good contacts with the young Haitians and join in sports with them. In this way they are able to make con​tact with the families of their young charges and so get to know them better. Those co workers who have undergone this experience up to the present have returned feeling en​riched by it. Being aware of this richness that they have acquired during their year of serv​ice, some of them become members of the committee which prepares the next team to take their place.

All over the Marist world there exist move​ments similar to that magnificent one in the Province of Iberville. Every year there is a growing number of groups who leave their country during the holiday period to go to places where the people's need is great to support the work the Brothers are doing in different situations. SED, a Spanish group, gives support and encouragement to "Campos de Mission Trabajo" which is spon​sored by Spanish Provinces in Zambia, Ivory Coast, Tanzania, Equatorial Guinea, Hondu​ras, Bolivia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Vene​zuela...; The German Province is doing it in Roo (Kenya); Mexico is doing it in their mis​sions in Tarahumara, Brazil in Amazonia, etc.

Formation courses for secular teachers and European Brothers

A year ago, European Provincials started a formation course for teachers which lasts for two weeks and is divided into two stages. The first course ended in the month of April this year in the Hermitage and now a second one is beginning between 15 and 25 July, also in the Hermitage. A similar course for Broth​ers between 40 and 60 years of age has be​ing planned. This will take place in Lebanon from 14 to 24 July.

Hong Kong

A year has passed since the political situa​tion was changed here and our Brothers are continuing with their apostolic work as before. At present the Brothers are working in two colleges in Hong Kong.

History of the Province of Madagascar 

Brother Diogène Dumortier, of the Cham​pagnat community in Beaucamps has just written a book of 203 pages on the history of the first 50 years (1911-1961) of the Marist Province of Madagascar. The author, who worked for almost 50 years in that country, which he calls his "adopted country" and who knew the Brothers who founded the mission, relates in a fluent and pleasant manner, the stories of some of the Brothers, valiant pio​neers who, starting from nothing, isolated in the central uplands, managed to accomplish an exceptional work. It is a living history of the painful evolution of the "Missions Catholiques françaises" and their transformation into "Eglise Catholique, nation souveraine". There follows a sketch of the period from 1961 to the present day. The text is accompanied by more than one hundred photos from the ar​chives. Finally, is it necessary to remind you that it was in Madagascar that took place one of the two miracles presented for the beatifi​cation of our Blessed Founder. May this work, whose author wishes it to be known as "A Duty of Commemoration", have the wel​come it deserves as we approach the canoni​sation.

(This book is available in Marist Centres and from the author:

Br Diogène Dumortier, Communauté Champagnat, 14 rue de l'Eglise 59 134 Beaucamps Ligny, price 100 francs and 80 francs each for upwards of ten copies: C.C.P. 7 315 16 T . Lille)
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