
FMS UPDATE

Rome, 31 August 1998, Number 32

CRISIS IN THE R.D. of  CONGO (Africa) CONTINUES TO DEEPEN

News on the current war situation in Congo continues to worry us though our Brothers are secure at present. Some missionary Brothers such as Marino and Refoyo are now on holidays in Italy and Spain. Bro. Giorgio Bigotto is spending some time in Nairobi resting. So far, the war is  basically affecting army personnel. However,  the calls to the civil population to take action with any available arms or  home machetes and knives is creating a lot of tension, especially in the main towns. We fear  that a number of members of the families of some of our well known Brothers may have been assassinated. 

THE NAIROBI ASSEMBLY ON
 RESTRUCTURING IS CANCELLED

The assembly on restructuring for Marist francophone Africa that was to take place in Nairobi from 25 August to 2 September, has been cancelled. The presence of the  Council of the District of Congo was very important for the purpose of this assembly and the Brothers concerned decided not to leave their country at this particular time for fear of not being able to return. 

THIRD AGE SESSION FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING BROTHERS

From Sept 4th to Nov. 6th  will take place in Manziana (The spiritual center for English speaking brothers, some 50 kms  from Rome) a formation session  for Brothers of the Third Age. The director is Bro. Anthony Shears from the Sydney Province and the sub-director Bro. Roy Mooney from the Poughkeepsie Province.. Rvd. Father Xavier, a Passionist from the United States will join the session as chaplain. (He will also follow the session with the brothers). As an important part of this renovation session the participants will remain in the Hermitage from the 18th  to the 28th  of Sept., in a deeper contact with the history , the life and the experience of  F. Champagnat and the First Brothers.

THE THIRD-AGE RENEWAL SESSION FOR FRENCH SPEAKING BROTHERS BEGINS

The third-age renewal session for French-speaking Brothers begins this Saturday, 29th August. It is conducted by Brother Alain Delorme as Director and Brother Jean Loiselle ( Iberville ) as vice-director. Fr Laurent Ntaganda , of Rwanda, is the chaplain. The session takes place at the Mother House from 29th August to 26 October and it will end with 10 days at the Hermitage from 27th October to 6th November. 

RENOVATION WORK AT THE
 MOTHER HOUSE 

The works of renovation and internal restructuring at the Mother House are now centred in the  “Foresteria” section. The top floor is almost ready now. The work progresses according to schedule and Brother Orlando is quite confident that the Foresteria will be ready to receive the students in December,  when the work of renovation and restructuring will begin in the building of the Collegio Internazionale. 

The more difficult piece of work is the building of the structure for the box to receive a new lift. 

VISIT TO CHINA

Bro. Tom Chin, Provincial of  China, has just finished his latest visitation of the Brothers of Hong-Kong and Beijing.  Due to the advanced age of most the Brothers ,  there are a number of health problems among them. However, their spirit is in very good shape and they continue to be a wonderful example to all of us. Brother Damien is now bed ridden and needs continuous attention. The Brothers are taking turns to watch over him and to attend to his needs to secure a caring presence next to him 24 hours a day. 

BRO. QUENTIN’S  HEALTH
 DETERIORATES 


Recently, Brother Quentin, our beloved Vicar-General in the times of Brother Basilio Rueda,  had a heart attack. He has only partially recovered from it and he himself decided against a risky heart operation. He continues to be a wonderful community presence very much appreciated by all the Brothers. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE SECTOR OF MOZAMBIQUE

Mozambique  (Africa) , a Sector of the Province of Portugal,  is celebrating its golden jubilee. The presence of two Mozambican Brothers in final vows, four in temporary vows and a growing steady stream of postulants and novices is helping to give to this celebration a particular sense of hope and joy. The celebrations will be started off in the presence of Brother Benito, in Maputo. One of the main events of the celebrations will be the launching of a course of  on-going formation for teachers ,  at the national level, directed by a joint team of  Marist Brothers and Marist laity both from Mozambique and Portugal.
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