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The canonisation is on the way

A special Advent season

Brother Benito has sent an open letter to Brothers and lay people to mark the beginning of our spiritual preparation for the canonisation of Marcellin with the celebration of Advent. Most of the Administrative Units have nominated a Brother to be the link man with the working team. They have already begun to exchange communications in order to organise the coming canonisation in a fitting manner.

We are still waiting for the Pope’s announcement which will be made at the next Consistory (presumably in the middle of December) to know the exact date and start the countdown. However, we have started to plan for the material side of the preparations that will be required for the Triduum in Rome, and especially for our manner of celebrating this event with gratitude to God and creative fidelity to the charisma that the Holy Spirit has planted in the heart of Marcellin.

Craniometry helps to let us know what Marcellin’s skull was like.

New countenance of Champagnat

For six months work has been going on in the reconstruction of Father Champagnat’s physiognomy. Marco Cavallari, under the technical guidance of the doctor and professor of pathology in the university of Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil, is the one involved. According to the technique being applied, the dimensions of the head are exact, but the expression on the countenance is the choice of the sculptor who carries out the work. Any scientific study, which brings us nearer to the reality of the person and work of Marcellin, is welcome.

The CIR of Ibagué (Colombia)

An injection of Enthusiasm

46 Brothers from the Provinces of Mexico (Central and Occcidental), Central America, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela and Brazil (Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro), took part in the CIR (Curso Internacional de Renovación) in Ibagué to make a serious study of Marist Apostolic Spirituality, under the guidance of Brothers Mariano Varona and Vanderlei Soela. All of them made this their final proposal: “We wish to achieve our goal by going out and about in order to unify our life, inculturate Champagnat’s charisma and share with lay people, draw near to the people and cross over Provincial boundaries”, and they added: The coming canonisation of our Blessed Father fills us with joy and we see the beginning of the rebirth of our Institute”. That is one opportunity for formation they have made the most of.

Re-election of a Brother Provincial

Recent nomination

Br Adolfo Varas has been re-elected for a second term as Provincial for the Province of Madrid (Spain).

Two signs of hope

Postulancy in Italy

After ten years without a house for postulants, the Province of Italy has received into the community of Viterbo two postulants. Congratulations to Daniele Pardo and Jean Claude Gazzano, who are beginning the adventure of following in the footsteps of Marcellin.

Marist footprints

Deceased Brothers

In this edition of “Update”, October 1998, we are beginning this section where we give news of deceased Brothers who have followed in the footsteps of Marcellin and have been called to the merciful bosom of the Father: Raymond O’Regan, 68, professed for 50 years, Province of Melbourne, died in Perth on 14 October; Segismundo Villayandre Fernández, 95, professed for 79 years, Province of León, died in Tuy on 15 October; Gilbert Lizotte, 84, professed for 66 years, Province of Quebec, died at Château-Richer on 26 October; Malcolm Hall, 72, professed for 52 years, died in Mount Macedon on 26 October. May the Good Mother welcome them into the peace of God.

***Use of items of Marist news

***One universal heart

Items of information contained in “Update” are destined, in the first place, for the Brothers and communities as an expression of our family life. Nevertheless, they could be used in fields which are thought to be opportune, and in different media (reviews, college bulletins, internet, local daily newspapers, radio…). In accordance with the spirit of this publication, it will get the widest diffusion. The source should, of course, be mentioned.

Only items marked with *** and are printed completely in italics should be obligatorily excluded from public consumption, since they may compromise the protection of persons or communities. One example could be any information relative to “The Democratic Republic of the Congo” in the previous number of this publication.

At the present moment the Publications Department are considering the creation of a Web page corresponding to the Institute. Any kind of suggestion concerning same (publica@fms.it) would be welcome.

Call for international responsibility

Peace in the Congo

In the last days of September two urgent cries were heard for international responsibility. On the one hand, the Missionary Forum for the Congo has made public in Rome its message concerning this march towards “an infernal and irreversible cycle of hatred, of ethnocentric divisions, of violence and fratricidal war”. They are asking the United Nations to intervene and call a cease-fire, send suitable humanitarian aid with all speed, and show greater involvement in the drama which is shaking the affected zone. On the other hand, 27 European NGOs, at a meeting in Brussels, are calling on their respective governments and the European Union to stop the conflict and re-launch the democratic process in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

***The conflict in the Congo goes on

***Situation of our Brothers

The media hardly speak about what the country is going through. The conflict goes on… The situation in which our Brothers find themselves is not one of immediate danger, although they are obviously suffering from the consequences of the war, including scarcity of food, high prices and above all the feeling of insecurity because of the fighting or the pillaging which the general confusion encourages. Two of our Brothers have been evacuated for health reasons. Those who were on leave are returning to the country.

In Kindu, the school building and the Brothers’ residence have been damaged in the recent fighting. The community in Nyangezi have been robbed.

At the present moment the school year has not yet started and there are difficulties which do not allow us to think that it will be easy to do so. Apart from the insecurity arising from the war, financial problems have to be taken into account. Who pays the teachers? The government? The families? At present the teachers have no work and no salary.

Ecuador and Peru sign a pact

The frontiers of peace

The President of the Republic of Ecuador, Jamil Mahuad, and the President of Peru, Alberto Fujimori, have signed a “definitive and global pact” to resolve the dispute over the frontiers which has existed for several years. With this agreement, they have concluded the process begun with the “Declaration of Itamaraty” on 17 February 1995.

The Pope has united himself with the rejoicing of these “noble nations”, who “see today how a painful chapter in the history of their relations has been closed and prospects of a lasting peace have been opened”.

On the occasion of the recent warlike confrontations, the Brother Provincials of Ecuador and Peru together lent a letter to the Brothers in the disputed zones to plead for peace and fraternity  across the frontiers. This prophetic sign of yesterday is today a reality juridically sealed. Congratulations.

Sister Helen Prejean, authoress of “Dead Man Walking”

No! to the death penalty

Sister Helen Prejean of the United States, whose book gave rise to the famous film with the same title, was interviewed by “Update” during her visit to Rome to promote an international campaign against the death penalty.

Have you any recommendations to make to educators concerning the topic of “the death penalty”?

Here is a summary of her reply:

Education is at the centre of the Gospel. Education, especially for young people, is very important. I think we have to be very creative and bring them face to face with serious problems, not just read about them, but invite people to come and talk to them about these issues, take the young folk out of their classrooms and lead them to the poor quarters and to places where they can experience different conditions. They should read articles and stories about them and so be able to enlarge the horizons of their lives, of their experiences. Most of the time, I believe that people take bad decisions because their experience is very limited. When our experience is very limited, we have a tendency to make moral judgements thinking that ‘they are not one of us’. This is the experience of partiality or prejudice. Prejudiced people are always among their own, their group, their clan, their colour. When you have no experience of living with other people you are suspicious, you begin to believe stereotyped accounts about them and are therefore more inclined to chastise them more severely than if they were one of yours.

Marist presence in Hungary

Drawing lines for the future

The CIH (International Commission for Hungary), made up of the Provincials and vice-Provincials of the Provinces of Beaucamps St Genis, Catalonia and Levante, met to draw lines on the future of the Hungarian Sector. Some interesting conclusions: Br Tony Caddy (Province of Melbourne) has been named Sector Superior; our tutelage of the parochial college of Apor Vilmos will continue for a new period of three years; the structure of the pastoral movement for children and young people, known as “Szivárvány” has been formally drawn up; the project for the foundation in Esztergom has been approved, involving our presence in the school and in the parish as well as integration in the gypsy quarter. It is our wish that the Marist stimulus in Hungary may set up community, educational and pastoral projects of great evangelical import.

Education today

A work of constancy and simplicity

Education today has become more difficult in many parts of the world because of the challenges of the present moment. Brothers who are working in education are dedicated to a task which demands constancy and simplicity. Internal conviction of the evangelical meaning of his mission often does not correspond with social recognition, nor does it hope to. However, it sometimes happens that a Brother does get recognition, as is the case with Br Faustino Joao (Salomon Torrecilla), who has just received the “Encomienda de Número de la Orden de Isabel la Católica de Río Grand do Sul” Brazil. Congratulations.

From the General House

Recent issues

· Number 29 of FMS Echos.

· Letter from Br Benito to Brothers and lay people.

· Letter from the Canonisation Team to Provincial delegates.

· “From where will come the light?” – Advent 1998 approach from Solidarity.

The International Secretariat of Solidarity (BIS) has begun the despatch of the material for animating our approach to the liturgical season of Advent. It should reach all the Provinces before the end of October.

Those Provinces which are to receive printed copies directly will have them before the 29 November, the first Sunday of Advent.

We hope that they will help to animate both personal and community prayer. The topic of our presence and our action in solidarity with the world of the marginalisation of youth is stressed in all the celebrations.

__________________
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