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Consistory Date

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1999

According to reliable sources, the next papal consistory will be held on January 9th. At that time, we anticipate the publication of an official date for the canonization of our Blessed Founder.

Renewal Course

MARIST FAMILY ALL TOGETHER

Twenty-six English-speaking members from the four branches of the Marist Family worked together from September 12th  until December 5th in the city of Belley, France. The renewal sessions in Marist Spirituality took place at the former diocesan seminary. Included in the gathering were five Marist Brothers, six Marist Missionary Sisters, six Marist Sisters, and five Marist Fathers. Brother John McDonnell of the Esopus Province directed the course. Next month he will join Brother Tony Shears as associate director of the English-speaking Spirituality Program in Manziana.

The community looked at many topics relevant to our Marist life in today´s world. Consideration focused on the charisms of our Founders, our Marial identity, sexuality and celibacy, culture and The Good News, justice and solidarity, and the Marist Layperson.

Novitiate for French-speaking Africa

ON THE ROAD AGAIN?

Twice in the last three years, social and political upheavals in Central Africa have forced the relocation of this Novitiate. In July of 1995, it had to be moved from Nyangezi in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo to Bangui in the Central African Republic. A year later, owing to civil disturbances in Bangui, the Novitiate had to be moved again, this time to Obala, a town near the Cameroon capital of Yaounde. A group of Sisters there let us use their novitiate, since they had no novices at that time. They were more than happy to let us rent the place for a few dollars a month. This formation center in Obala has continued in existence until now. However, a few months ago, the Sisters, who run a school alongside our Novitiate, informed us that they will needing the Novitiate building again for their apostolic activities. Consequently, Brother Jeff Crowe, Councilor General, will hold a late December meeting of the Brothers in charge of Madagascar, Congo, Rwanda, the Central African Republic, Chad, and Guinea to decide on a new site for this “traveling” Novitiate. Given the ongoing social and political instability in that part of the world, their choices appear very limited.

The Northern Arc Brothers Meet

CONFERENCE ON VOCATIONS

Pastoral Ministry Teams from the Northern Arc Provinces (Central and Western Mexico, Central America, Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador) met in Los Teques, Venezuela from November 30th to December 4th. Thirty-three Brothers and six Lay People joined with Brothers Benito, Claudino, Marcelino, Luis, and Pedro of the General Council to address the issue of “Vocation Ministry”.

A “New” way of fostering vocations was envisioned with the help of encouraging words from Brother Benito and the enlivening presence of our lay associates. This new approach is solidly situated in the context of Refounding. It´s not reducible to set formulas. Rather, it touches the heart of our lives and mission as Brothers. To attract vocations in the future will require a new style of community life, new Marist ways of being present to young people, a shifting of communities and apostolates to places ignored by society, a sense of detachment and freedom at the heart of Religious Life, prayerful discernment about our lifestyle and work, and an openness and  sharing of our vocation with that of the Laity.

In regard to vocation recruitment, it´s clear that the Northern Arc Provinces want to switch from “theoretical” aims and objectives to “effective” ones, practical programs that can be put in place, the sooner the better. They´re looking to be more daring in province decision-making and to take on the risks that the Holy Spirit is asking of them.

Provincial Councils Also Meet in Los Teques

REFOUNDING AND RESTRUCTURING

Northern Arc Provincial Councils came together in Los Teques from December 9th to the 14th. Thirty-eight Brothers and five General Councilors were on hand to deal with the topics of Refounding and Restructuring.

Concerning Refounding, they had sessions on “Lay People and the Brothers, a Shared Mission”, “Opening up to the Poor, Redirecting Ministry and Being Present in New Ways,”  and “New Approach to Vocation Work.”

Work accomplished the previous week by the Province Ministry Teams was confirmed, and ways to implement that work in a concrete manner in each Province were discussed.

In another development, the Interprovince Committee For Restructuring presented feedback from discussions in their Provinces about how restructuring might take place. Much thought was given to this. Some of the proposals were adopted and will be sent back to Brothers at the local level for further thought and discussion.

Superior General Reiterates Call for More Brothers

WE NEED BROTHERS!

These are Father Champagnat´s own words – originally directed to his companions in the Society of Mary -underlining his conviction of the importance of “The Brother” in caring for the needs of children and young adults. Even when “the community of Brothers” got off the ground, Marcellin continued to repeat his urgent invitation “We need Brothers!” How he longed to have enough Brothers to answer all the requests that were pouring in. Today, we´re in the same boat. Provincials throughout the Institute are calling out, “We need Brothers!” The Superior General is constantly receiving Province appeals to staff new foundations and provide much needed assistance. A few years ago, he gave all of us a call to solidarity, seeking and finding Brothers to volunteer for service at the “cutting edge” of our worldwide ministry, in support of the pressing needs in far off Districts and Sectors.

At the present time, he´s dealing with two areas in particular:

RWANDA: Next July, the term expires for the five international Brothers in that country. Their efforts and dedication to help our Rwandan Brothers put their lives and District mission back on track after the country´s outbreak of genocide of 1994  has been invaluable. Urgent needs continue to exist, and more missionary Brothers are needed. Volunteers may come from within the African Continent or from other parts of the world.

ECUADOR: Three years ago, this Province of thirty-five Brothers embarked on a process of discernment to refashion our Marist life and mission in their country on the West Coast of South America – a country of twelve million souls, spread over a territory of 110,000 square miles.

Discernment has led to the transfer of some important and much appreciated works to other organizations. Some difficult and painful times have transpired. No matter; the Brothers´ determination to move forward is much in evidence. There is a new presence and solidarity in the midst of native peoples;  initiatives in education and with youth groups; a greater sharing in ministry with the laity; more intense vocation efforts. . . . 

To fortify this new and promising era, the country´s Provincial Council has put out a call for help. Brother Benito will be sending four Brothers to Ecuador, each for a five-year stay. As of this moment, Brothers Manuel Vallejo of the Central American Province and Xavier Bometon from the Province of Catalonia in Spain are on board. There´s no doubt that other Brothers from around the Spanish-speaking world will generously welcome this opportunity to express their solidarity and stand shoulder to shoulder with our Brothers in Ecuador.

A Stinging Question from Brother Benito

IS GOD INVITING NATIVE AMERICANS TO BE MARIST BROTHERS?

Maybe the question isn´t  perfectly stated, but just to raise it leads one to wonder - just how is it  possible that, in countries throughout the Western Hemisphere having formidable populations of Native Peoples, the number of Marist vocations from this part of the world is so negligible. Is it true that our Marist Brotherhood is not for them? Is it true that they´re not capable of accepting the demands of a call to the consecrated life? These are questions being mulled over by many Brothers today, and those affirming that indeed there are vocations to be encountered among Native Peoples are now coming up with further questions. If such vocations exist, and they probably do, would it be helpful for the Brothers to come up with a different plan for daily living in today´s world? Should that plan be entirely new and typical of the indigenous culture? Or, on the contrary, should it be a “mixture” of cultures? Then again, what would an appropriate vocation program look like? What kind of a formation program would be suitable? What mission(s) would these future Brothers be prepared to undertake?

What support and cooperation might be offered by Provinces in the region?

Two seemingly very important suggestions come to mind. First and foremost, we need to answer these kinds of questions not by a more or less rigid process of decision making, but one that allows us to discover the clues and signs God is giving us to lean more toward one response than another.

Second, we need to widen our horizons to take in new experiences, ones coming to us from both within and outside of our Marist Institute. Our Brothers in Oceania can teach us a lot about this – also other religious congregations hard at work throughout Latin America.

From the moment that Brother Benito´s question “gets under our skin,” we must face it squarely. Not to do so could amount to a failure to engage the fertile depths of our charism. Let´s not forget that “all the dioceses in the world . . . .”  Wouldn´t this be a great topic be taken up at the next Conference of Latin American Provincials?

Our Brothers in Mexico

ALL TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS

Two hundred eighty Mexican Brothers have assembled for a retreat in Guadalajara from December 19th to the 25th. This is one of a series of year-long events commemorating the One Hundredth Anniversary of our Marist presence in Mexico. The central theme for the retreat is “The Vitality of Our Marist Life in Mexico”. 

There will be a day of celebrations in honor of the Jubilarians of the two Provinces. On the 22nd, the Brothers will make a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Zapopan. On the 25th,  they will enjoy once more experiencing the wonderful Christmas traditions of their beloved homeland. Brother Benito will be with them for the first three days of this big reunion, confirming for them our Institute´s communion and deep gratitude for their One Hundred Years of Marist presence and faithfulness in Mexico.

Seminar on Investments Organized by Econome General´s Office

TREASURERS GO BACK TO SCHOOL

A seminar on financial investing, bringing together some twenty English-speaking Brothers and Lay People from Province offices around the world, took place in Manziana, north of Rome, from December 7th to the 11th.

Among those giving conferences were Brothers Yvon Bedard, Brian Sweeney, Allen Sherry, Benedict LoBalbo, and Maurice Bisson.  Mr. Brian Murdock and Mr. Ron Vioni of Merrill Lynch also gave presentations. Mr. Rex Cambrey, finance director for the Province of Sydney, shared his observations concerning the transition from a financial office run completely by the Brothers to one directed by Lay People.

Topics at the seminar included: Investments and Canon Law; The Decision-making Process in the Handling of Investments, Technical terminology – yield, indexes, market volatility, risk, diversification, graphics, asset allocation, and other technical criteria for investing. Talks also covered The Canadian Experience; Global Investing – a Merrill Lynch presentation; and Investment Accounting and Financial Services offered by the Office of the Econome General in Rome.

The week provided a goldmine of information, very profitable for all concerned. This was due not only to the excellent conferences given, but especially because of the numerous and stimulating exchanges that took place both during and after each presentation.

The Meaning of Advent Brought Home

DECEASED BROTHERS

Upon completion of their earthly pilgrimage and fidelity to Marcellin´s way of service to the Institute and the Church, God continues to welcome our Brothers into the fullness of His Love. May the two Brothers who have  died just recently rest in peace and revel forever in the joyful presence of our Good Mother. Information about them can be found at the conclusion of this UPDATE.

Martyrdom of Brother Eusebius and His Fifty-eight Companions

THE CAUSE MOVES FORWARD

On January 23rd, 1998 the Archdiocese of Barcelona Spain, after three years of study, forwarded to Rome testimony concerning the martyrdom of Brother Eusebius and fifty-eight other Marist Brothers, victims of the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). Unable to find reasons to dismiss the testimony, the Vatican´s Congregation for the Causes of the Saints has now issued its Decree of Juridical Validity, dated November 20th, 1998. A Vatican appointed Secretary for the Cause and our own Postulator General will now be responsible for reworking the Position paper concerning the martyrdom, a document that will be scrutinized by theologian-Consultants and a Commission of Cardinals and Bishops.

Brother Mariano Santamaria, as Postulator, and Father Joan Grau, representing the Archdiocese of Barcelona, have done outstanding work in getting us to where we are today. Now it´s time for continued effort and prayer.

http://www.vidimusdominum.org

NEW WEB SITE FOR RELIGIOUS LIFE 

The Union of Superiors General has given its final approval to the launching of its new web site, Vidimus Dominum. This is the first and only initiative so far that links together all of the Church´s religious Orders and Congregations. Vidimus Dominum aims to become “the meeting place” on the Internet for everyone interested in the consecrated life.

From The UPDATE Team

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

To all our Brothers and Communities, our loyal readers - may our Savior´s presence fill your hearts with His Warmth, Peace and joyful Love during this Holiday Season and always. Christmas blessings and a prosperous 1999!    

Attachment.- Our Deceased Brothers (since December 9th,1998)

	Family name
	First name
	Religious name
	Province
	Age
	Prof
	Date of death

	ANCHETA RADA
	Jesús
	Jesús Cándido
	Cataluña
	62
	44
	12-12-1998

	MAUVERNAY
	Jean
	Cyprianus
	Beaucamp-St.Genis
	84
	63
	13-12-1998


​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________
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