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Spirituality at the Heart of the Apostolate

SAN FRANCISCO DE LIMACHE, CHILE

A conference on Apostolic Spirituality took place in San Francisco de Limache CHILE from January 17 to the 27, 1999. Thirty-five participants, Brothers and lay people, assembled from the six Provinces in the region, walking down a wonderful path toward the discovery of the riches of our apostolic spirituality. 

Three Brothers from the MAS Network – Rodrigo Cuesta of Central America, Vanderlei Soela of Rio de Janeiro, and Rafael Kongfook of Peru – led the sessions. Using their teaching expertise, in theory and practice they led the way into the very heart of the matter of refounding.

The journey’s progress was marked by shared prayer, Eucharist, and a review of each day’s events. Those participating did so with eyes wide open to recognize God passing through their midst, their hearts united in love for Jesus and Mary, and their minds contemplating the dust-covered feet of Brothers who have gone before us in total abandonment to God’s Will. A special place was reserved, and a special bond felt for our four Marist martyrs in Bugobe and for the witness given by three of them who had served in the area: Servando, in Bolivia; Miguel Angel, in Rio de la Plata; and Fernando, in Chile.

Everyone involved returned to their Provinces and Districts committed to sharing their renewed hope in the vigor of their calling, and with a strong desire that the seed of the Gospel fall on fertile ground.

The Whiplash of Poverty

IMPACT ON GUATEMALA   

Poverty marches on big-time in Guatemala. Its consequences are being felt mainly among the indigenous people in rural communities, most of all among the Maya. Children and women bear the brunt of cruel hardships. About 80% of all Guatemalans live in wretched conditions, more than 75% of them belonging to families. Things are even worse when one considers that almost 90% of the indigenous population is engulfed in poverty. The chances that Mayan boys and girls will reach their sixth birthday now stand at about one in four!

Marist Province of Nigeria

GOLDEN JUBILEE

Celebrations for the Golden Jubilee of the Province of Nigeria get underway on April 10. The Brothers will attend a two-day seminar just prior to that date. At the solemn inauguration of this event, two new books will be introduced to the public, one about our Blessed Mother, and the other, a history of the Province. At the conclusion of the celebrations, another two books will be published. All four books are the work of Brothers in the Province.

Many activities are planned. An annual retreat will be held, and several Brothers will profess temporary vows. In November there will be a meeting for former residents of Hopeville, who received treatment and rehabilitation from their war-time injuries while they were there. Plans call for different programs each month, especially activities for young people, including meetings and seminars devoted to vocations. It is hoped that the one remaining Brother who helped to found the Province, Br. Cormac, will be able to enjoy taking part in all of the festivities throughout the year.

This Month

MARIST BROTHERS RETURN TO LIBERIA

In an interview with UPDATE, Br. Leo Shea tells us that “next February 24, five Brothers from the Esopus, New York Province, will return to Liberia, West Africa. Three of the Brothers are Liberians, and two are from the United Sates. In June, there are plans to add two or three more Brothers to that group. Now that the country’s Civil War (1989-1998) has ended, the Province has accepted an invitation from Archbishop Michael Francis to begin a community in Garnersville, a city about ten miles north of Monrovia, the Capital. The Brothers will teach at St. Michael’s High School there.

The Marist community’s residence and the school were once home for five American Sisters (ASC), who were murdered at the site in October 1997. Pleebo, where the Brothers had worked before, was wiped out.

With Mary’s protection, during this year of the Canonization of Father Champagnat,

we put our trust in God’s loving care as we begin again in Liberia to make Jesus known and loved through providing a Christian education to young people, especially those who are the most neglected and abandoned”.

Research into Marist History

A NEW LOOK AT CHAMPAGNAT

In a effort to assist Brothers reading the Life of Father Champagnat by Br. John Baptist, Br. Andre Lanfrey, an historian of the Institute and author of Marist Notebooks, has just come out with an article. Br. Andre’s historical analysis helps us to better understand Br. John Baptist’s approach, and in doing so enables us to get a clearer picture of Marcellin’s life. A copy of the French edition will be sent to each Administrative Unit. Translations will follow as time goes by. The concluding part of this noteworthy article will appear in the next issue of Marist Notebooks. The same author is soon to have a new book come out in France, Marcellin Champagnat and the Marist Brothers, a Teaching Congregation in the XIX Century. This 352-page work merits particular importance for the research involved and the light it sheds on an essential part of the Mission of our Institute. We are placing an order for a number of copies for Provinces wanting to receive them. We thank Br. Andre for his comprehensive work for the Institute in the field of historical research.

Three Decisions of the General Council

NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS 

On January 25, the Council approved the transfer of the Novitiate for French-speaking Brothers in Africa. It was in French Cameroon. Now it will be in Sabe, Rwanda.

During its session of February 8, the General Council named Br. Jose Maria Rius Talens of the Province of Levante as Administrator for the General House, replacing Br. Orlando Cunha Lima. Thanks to both for their willingness to serve in this way.

All books that will not be retained by the Central Library at the General House have been donated to the Catholic University of Curitiba, run by the Marist Brothers in Brazil.

Inculturation in Korea

HONORARY CITIZEN OF SEOUL

On January 15, at a special ceremony presided over by the City’s Mayor, Br. Alfonso Wimer was formally recognized as an Honorary Citizen of Seoul, South Korea. In all, a dozen people were honored, including three Sisters and a Priest.

Br. Alfonso, 82, from Mexico, earned this distinction for his many years of service to the citizens of the South Korean capital, especially the youth of the city. 

The award is all the more amazing in view of the fact that Catholics make up only 8% of the country’s population. At present, the District of Korea has twenty-six Brothers, twenty-one Korean Brothers and five from Mexico. Br. Alfonso’s award brings with it a clear indication of how deeply our Marist presence has taken root in the culture of the “Land of the Morning Calm”. Congratulations!

A Memorial Plaque in Budapest

WHOEVER SAVES ONE PERSON SAVES THE ENTIRE WORLD

Following is the complete text engraved on a commemorative plaque on the wall of the former Champagnat School in Budapest: Whoever saves one person saves the entire world. From 1930 to 1950, this building was home to the French school named Marcellin Champagnat. In 1944, the Marist Community at that school, at risk to their own lives, sheltered and saved from death a hundred children and adults. In memory of this, the Champagnat Remembrance Committee and the Association of Hungary’s National Resistance have placed this plaque. In doing so, we are joined by the Ministry for Culture and Education, the  government of the capital city of Budapest, the District of Ferencvaros, and the Jewish Community in Budapest. 1998”.

Busy Days in Rome

MEETING OF NEW PROVINCIALS

A meeting of nine new Provincials and District Superiors was held at the General House from January 27 to February 3. Coming together were Brothers Alfredo Herrera (Korea), Demetrio Espinosa (Cordoba), Christian Devers (New Caledonia), Leo Shea (Esopus), Joseph C. Udeaja (Nigeria), Emili Turu (Catalonia), Maurice Goutagny (Hermitage) and Brendan Neily (Papua New Guinea). It was an ambitious program, and anchored by prayer, discussions, and socializing with the Superior General and his Council. The Brothers were brought up to speed on directions the Institute is taking these days, and received important information to help them discharge their responsibilities in the everyday life of their Provinces and Districts back home.  

Green Light for the Web Page

MARIST MEETs IN CYBERSPACE

The General Council has approved the setting up of a Web Page at the General House. This project will be up and running within the next few months. We make one request: everyone logging on to the Marist Web Page, please be kind enough to send the Marist Publications Office (publica@fms.it) your address in order to facilitate our efforts to create a complete listing. Thank you for joining us in this effort.

After-effects of Colombian Earthquake

ARMENIA… SCHOOL year ends 

The minute one observes the aftermath of the earthquake, it is clear that this school year in Armenia is over and done with. An assessment of the devastated buildings will reveal how much time and money will be required for reconstruction. The Provincial Council met from February 13 to the 15, and is putting together a program to show solidarity and provide financial assistance to all the families, teachers, and staff members of our school who have lost their homes and now have absolutely no means of support.

General Council Meets for a Month

GOVERNANCE AND DISCERNMENT

The governing of the Institute and the discerning of directions to be taken in spiritual animation were at the center of the General Council meetings, held from January 12 to February 12. In addition to hosting the new Provincials for a week, the Councilors also devoted time to refining their own annual Plan for Community Living. The sessions now over, the Councilors will soon be off to visit and bring encouragement to Brothers in many parts of our Marist World.
Marist Publications Office

NEW ISSUES

In the coming weeks, communities will receive edition No. 25 of FMS Message. This issue will explore the topic of refounding. For statistical purposes, the magazine will be back-dated to December.

At the beginning of January, a press folder was sent out to Brothers coordinating arrangements for the Canonization. The folder provides information and materials of interest to assist journalists in putting together news articles for local newspapers. We will be sending out two new dispatches in the near future.

BROTHERS WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY, JAN. 21st to FEB. 15th, 1999

According to Data Received by the General Administration

	Family Name
	First name
	In Religion
	Province
	Age
	Profession
	Date of death

	Gutiérrez Gallegos
	Rigoberto
	Rigoberto Luis
	W. Mexico
	70
	53
	30-01-1999

	Daly
	Aidan
	Aidan Joseph
	South Africa
	84
	66
	01-02-1999

	Días
	Agostinho
	Pedro Julián
	Portugal
	88
	69
	06-02-1999

	Capelo Guardiola
	José
	José SerafÍn
	Castilla
	89
	72
	12-02-1999
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