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Entry into the Canon of Saints

SAINT MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

On Sunday, April 18th, at 10:15 a.m. Rome (Central European) Time, Pope John Paul II, in his role as Chief Shepherd , officially declared that Marcellin Champagnat, John Calabria, and Agustina Pietrantoni were henceforth to be honored as Saints. As approved by the Vatican, June 6th is the day for celebrating the Feast of Saint Marcellin.

During our extended weekend, Rome became the epicenter of an intense faith experience in the life of the Church and of our Marist World. We will cover the main stories, keeping in mind that many people throughout the World were united with us here in prayer and spirit, and that much to Marcellin’s pleasure, we were “one in heart and mind.”

Expo Held at the General House

MARCELLIN WELCOMES YOU

More than 10,000 people visited the General House, turning it into their Marist Home away from home. With the help of a brochure, they explored eight areas of interest spread throughout the House.

Flags of the seventy-four Marist countries were waving proudly outside the main entrance. Inside, in the reception area, the Expectant Virgin was welcoming everyone with open arms. Going up to the second floor, one could visit the chapel of the General Council, with an original painting by Ravery, and the statue of our Good Mother; also, sculpture work and the mural of the all-encompassing Marist Family. In the Blue Room, there was an area devoted to historical objects belonging to Marcellin. Other parts of the room contained books on the Founder and his times, and religious works of art. In what is known as the Hallway of the Superiors General, there were portraits of each of them, and photographic displays of our Brothers in mission throughout the world. In the main chapel, there was the altar that Marcellin used for celebrating Eucharist. The Chapter Room served as a theater, with regularly scheduled screenings of the video “Brothers. The dream of Marcellin” in each of five languages. Finally, there was the very popular shopping area for buying Marist souvenirs. Those of us who live and work here felt a lot of satisfaction all during this time of Open House. We saw firsthand that our Home is the meeting point of our Marist World, and that it truly belongs to everyone Marist. 

Two Prayerful Assemblies

I, TOO, AM A CHAMPAGNAT 

1. Young People and Group Leaders

Young people and group leaders assembled for an Encounter held at San Leone Magno High School and a nearby parish, Canadian Martyrs, on Saturday, April 17th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  1,350 young men and women from around the Marist world prayed together, exchanged views, attuned themselves to Marcellin’s presence, came together to enjoy a picnic lunch, and went away filled with a deep desire to be generous in advancing Marcellin’s aims and ideals. The international make-up of the gathering instilled in its participants a new sense of belonging to our Marist world.

2. Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family

Here at the General House, 280 members belonging to fraternities of the Champagnat Movement came together in prayer and dialog, sharing and frienship. Their basic conviction: Marcellin Champagnat points the way to human and spiritual growth, and serves as a vibrant example of holiness for today’s Lay Men and Women. This way of looking at things needs to be presented and shared with more and more people.

Festival in the Paul VI Audience Hall

A HEART THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDS

According to Vatican sources, the Paul VI Audience was filled with 12,000 people for our international Festival on Saturday night, April 17th, at 6 in the evening. Doors were closed and latecomers turned away for security reasons. Performances were grouped together in five areas: welcoming numbers; the Montagne experience; the Marist Family; our Marist Mission; and our being missioned. Perhaps the high point of the evening came during a brief video showing portraits of our Marist Brother martyrs down through the years, with emphasis on those who have given their lives in recent years. One could sense that the audience was deeply moved, inspired, filled with palpable emotions.

The youthful audience enthusiastically took up the beat of great songs about Marcellin. The whole event was a panorama showcasing the international identity of our Institute, its awareness and sensitivity to diverse cultures, unified in Marcellin’s vision and our common Marist heritage.

Official Protocol

RECEPTION HELD AT THE FRENCH EMBASSY

Because our Founder was born in France, that country claimed the honor of being the official delegation to the Vatican for our Canonization festivities. Mr. Jean-Jack Queyranne was the official delegate. Mr. Pierre de Bousquet represented President Chirac, and Mr. Alain Christinacht Prime Minister Jospin. Civil and religious authorities as well as other notables were invited to a gala supper at the Villa Bonaparte on the night of April 17th. The following day, the Marist Brothers reciprocated with a dinner for the French authorities at a hotel near the Vatican.

In keeping with the formalities of protocol proper to such occasions, speeches were replete with warm references to Marcellin Champagnat, the person and his work.

In St. Peter’s Square

EUCHARIST FOR THE CANONIZATION

Vatican sources estimate that 80,000 people filled St. Peter’s Square for the canonization of Marcellin, John Calabria, and Agustina Pietrantoni. Of the 26,000 seats in the Square, 12,500 were allotted to Marist guests. Twelve of the thirty-six concelebrants of the Eucharist were designated by us, including Pierre Joatton, Bishop of St.-Etienne; Louis-Marie Billé, Archbishop of Lyons; Nicolás Cotugno, Archbishop of Montevideo; and Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers. Brothers Maurice Goutagmy of France, Anthony Shears of Australia, and Alexander Salas of Costa Rica did the ceremony’s introductory readings. Five Brothers coming from Brazil, Malawi, and Mexico were altar servers. Brother Eugène Kabanguka gave the Mass’s First Reading in French. Representing Marists at the Offertory Procession, Brother Georges Vidalis of Greece and Romania, Brother Roshan Silva of Sri Lanka, Miss Linda Corbeil of Canada, and Mr. Melchor Pacheco of Uruguay handed the Pope a large cross of the Resurrection with beautiful icons, the work of Brother Onorino Rota. They also presented him with a chasuble featuring the same motifs as on the cross. Ten members of the Marist Family received Communion from the Pope. Included in this group were Mr. Jean Arnaud (a distant relative of Marcellin), as well as two Marist Sisters and two Marist Missionary Sisters. A large contingent of priests related to our Marist work throughout the world helped to distribute Communion.

Interestingly, one of them was a diocesan priest named Marcellin Champagnat Pérez from Vigo, Spain. Brother Gabrielle Andreucci, our Postulator, played a very significant role in the moments leading up to the canonization, personally greeting the Pope.

Supplying alternating spells of sunlight and showers, which twice brought out the umbrellas, the weather did not endear itself to this special day. It was most impressive to observe the silence of the vast assembly - its deep reverence during the liturgy - and to savor the serene atmosphere and interior joy so much in evidence.

Given their historical value, the Pope’s homily, his comments before praying the Regina Coeli, and his remarks at the next day’s Audience, all reported in Osservatore Romano, will make up the content of the next edition of UPDATE.

Celebrating Being Brothers

MARIST BROTHERS COME TOGETHER

An especially moving moment during the Canonization Weekend took place on Sunday evening, April 18th, at the General House. Beginning at 7 p.m., 800 Marist Brothers gathered in the main chapel – surely the largest and most international community ever assembled in our Marist history! We were keenly aware of all our Brothers throughout the world whose hearts and minds were united with ours at this joyful time. Things started off with a call to prayer, led by members of the General Council.

The chapel was filled to overflowing – standing room only. Brothers Benito and Sèan unveiled an icon of the Founder, crafted by Carmelite Sisters in Harissa, Lebanon after they prayed and reflected on Marcellin’s life. The singing of the Salve was a truly priceless grace. Following the prayer service, light refreshments were served outdoors amid introductions and greetings, hugs, reunions, and lots of lively conversation. 

At St. Paul Outside the Walls

EUCHARIST OF THANKSGIVING

No matter the early starting time of 8 p.m. on Monday, April 19th, 7,000 pilgrims filled up the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls to thank the Lord for the gift of Marcellin to the Church and to the Institute. Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers, was the main celebrant for the Mass. Brother Benito Arbués gave the homily. The Offertory Procession drew special attention to our Marist presence on five continents. A host of cameras lit up the Basilica when the four Superiors General of our Marist Family (FMS, SMSM, SM, and SM) stood together. The Basilica was chosen for its ability to accommodate such a large congregation, but there is an interesting symbolic aspect to all this. We gave thanks for Marcellin’s Canonization in the very place where Pope John XXIII announced his plans for a Second Vatican Council. A place outside the Roman walls… Symbolically, this gathering “beyond the city limits” could be seen as an occasion for opening ourselves up to a more profound understanding of our lives in the world of today. It certainly gives us pause to consider deepening our involvement in the process of refounding our Institute.

We See the Pope Again

AUDIENCE WITH JOHN PAUL II

At noon on Monday, the 19th, huge crowds again filled St. Peter’s Square, this time with dozens of tourist buses ringing the Bernini Colonnade. The Pope rode in, standing in his white jeep-like vehicle as it wound its way through lanes in the midst of thousands of cheering pilgrims eager to be near him and possibly be touched by his outstretched hands. About 7,500 Marist pilgrims took part in the event, listening to the Pope’s remarks, receiving his apostolic blessing, and joining with him in praying the Regina Coeli. This brought the Canonization weekend to a fitting conclusion, although people continued to visit our General House for several more days.

Heartfelt Thanks

TEAMWORK

The Canonization Team, including Brother Gabrielle in the Postulator’s Office, had primary responsibility for the celebrations, but was greatly helped by the close cooperation of many other Brothers. Brothers from different Provinces and those living here at the General House – members of the General Administration community and those of the International College – as well as our English-speaking Brothers in Manziana worked hand in hand with us to welcome all our pilgrim visitors as warmly as possible. Our Italian Brothers were a tremendous help in our planning for the Youth Encounter at San Leone Magno. We feel sure that shortcomings and inconveniences were graciously overlooked by pilgrims, who were here to enjoy the Canonization’s festive atmosphere. It is so much nicer  to be with understanding brothers and sisters than critics who sit in judgement. Thanks to all who gave us a hand in putting together the festivities and looking after our visitors.
Vatican Approval

ON OUR INSTITUTE’S RELIGIOUS CALENDAR

· March 19th – Saint Joseph, Husband of Mary. A Patron of the Institute. Solemnity.

· April 28th  – Saint Peter Chanel. Martyr, Marist Father. Memorial.

· June 6th – Saint Marcellin Champagnat. Founder of the Marist Brothers, Marist Father. Solemnity.

· August 15th – The Assumption of Mary. Ordinary Resource and Primary Patron of the Institute. Solemnity.

· September 12th – The Holy Name of Mary. Memorial.

· November 21st – Mary’s Presentation. Memorial.

CTV – Vatican Television Center

BROADCASTING THE CEREMONY

The Vatican’s CTV worked closely with us in broadcasting the Canonization, and put all their facilities at our disposal. They have not charged us at all for the images or broadcast rights. According to a list we requested, they linked up with TVE in Spain, PBS in Malta, ATC in Argentina, Channel 13 in Chile, DirecTV based in Florida USA, Televisa and Claravisión in Mexico, TV Guatemala, TV El Salvador, Redevida and Cançao Nova in Brazil, and TV New Zealand. Other countries had access through international networks. We have acquired professionally formatted tapes from CTV, covering Saturday’s Champagnat Festival, Sunday’s Canonization Mass, and Monday’s Papal Audience.

Feedback on the Canonization

ENJOYING GOOD NEWS

From both within and outside of the Congregation, we have been receiving many complimentary notes congratulating us on Marcellin’s Canonization. We have also been getting feedback from folks who have returned home, expressing great satisfaction about their pilgrimage to Rome.

Attendance at the Canonization was affected by a wide variety of conditions in which our Marist communities are living. Invariably, decisions had to be made taking into account local living standards and family considerations at this particular time.

From what we are hearing, there have been many exciting celebrations at the local level.

We have so many reasons to thank God and our Good Mother for the grace of Marcellin’s Sainthood, and for having lived this priceless gift of his Canonization in the midst of Marist Fraternity.

Moving On From Here…

SPREADING THE CHARISMA OF MARCELLIN

So much has now been said and written about Marcellin, and about our celebration of his Canonization. We are not talking about something that’s over and done with – rather, about a time to take stock and move on… To ready ourselves on a launchpad. With this in mind, we are currently editing material for subsequent use by all our Administrative Units. At the present time, as we understand things, we are being asked to forward certain publications. We will soon send out a complete inventory of what we have available. In some cases, we will need to reprint items in accordance with the number of copies being ordered. We are also thinking of including on our list the various language versions of the video “Brothers. The Dream of Marcellin.”

25,000 copies of Volume 26 of FMS MESSAGE came off the presses. It is a striking document, its contents well-suited for use by fraternity members, young people, their parents, teachers, and group leaders… It deals with far more than just the Canonization. On a first-come, first serve basis, we will send out copies while they last.

Volume 27 of the Magazine will be published along the pictorial and linguistic lines of its predecessor, and will serve as a keepsake of the Canonization. Before we go to press, we are inviting each Province to order more copies than it usually does. They are intended for use not only by communities of the Brothers but by Lay Men and Women who share our spirituality and mission – the young people, teachers, leaders, and fraternity members with whom we live and work. Our aim is to have the magazine in your hands around the 6th of June. 

April 11th and 12th, 1999

NEW PROVINCE IN Southern AfricA

Sunday, a day of rest, turned out to be the most important day of the assembly. 

After prayers, the Brothers were given half an hour to reflect and cast their votes for the first consultation towards the nomination of the Provincial. At nine, the Brothers returned to the assembly hall, deposited their voting papers in a box, and then Brothers Charles Howard and Patrick Bwana went off to count the votes. 

After tea, all met in the hall to receive the list of the top five candidates given in alphabetical order: Cristiano B. da Costa, Fernand Dostie, Emmanuel Lapointe, Jude Pieterse, Raimundo Puente. 

The above were proposed for the second ballot which took place at 11:30. Thereafter, Brother Charles went to count the ballot papers on his own and prepare a report which he then passed on to the General Council by phone. Brother Sèan reported the General Council’s decision later in the afternoon.

At 4 p.m. we gathered in the chapel and the official appointment of Brother Jude as first Provincial  was announced. To the sound of drums, dancing, and singing, the Brothers greeted Jude one by one.

In his acceptance speech, Jude thanked the Brothers for the confidence they had placed in him. He went on to say that he was very much aware of the challenges ahead. He emphasized that our spirit of faith and  prayer would help us overcome all difficulties. Aware of the historical links with the founding Provinces, he appealed to all to let go of the past and move forward striving for unity as expressed in the “River of Hope” 

On Monday, following a busy morning of discussion and time for discernment, the delegates approved the Chapter regulations and went on to elect the Councillors for the Province. Councillors were elected from a list presented by each of the five sectors: Malawi, Brother Lawrence Ndawala; Mozambique, Brother Cristiano da Costa; South Africa, Brother Brendan O’Shea; Zambia, Brother Raimundo Puente; and Zimbabwe, Brother Emmanuel Lapointe.

After Mass the Brothers joined with the Novices for supper.

BROTHERS DECEASED BETWEEN 9-04-99 AL 28-04-99

According to information received by the General Administration

	NAME
	FAMILY NAME
	IN RELIGIÓN
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	LÉGARÉ
	Jérôme
	Louis Jérôme
	89
	Québec
	09-04-99

	GONZÁLEZ AGUILAR
	Leonardo Alfonso
	Arturo Ramón
	84
	México Occidental
	16-04-99

	BANCEL
	Fernand
	Louis Raphael
	87
	MCO-Hermitage
	16-04-99

	UNACHUKWU
	Gabriel Obiekez
	
	63
	Nigeria
	17-04-99

	MEIS
	Anton
	Ludwin
	87
	Africa del Sur
	19-04-99

	PANERO MANCEBO
	Martín
	Sotero Martín
	77
	Chile
	21-04-99

	FECED MONZÓN
	Ramiro
	Ramiro Aurelio
	64
	Cataluña
	26-04-99


_______________
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