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Western Africa

CONFERENCE FOR VOCATION MINISTERS

Brothers working in the field of vocation recruitment throughout Western Africa attended a Conference held in Enugu, site of the Provincial House of the Brothers in Nigeria, from August 17th to the 28th. Twelve Brothers participated in the gathering, along with Brother Luis Sobrado of the General Council. There were four Brothers from Nigeria, two each from Cameroon, Ivory Coast, and Liberia, one from Ghana, and one from the United States, Steve Synan. Sister Chigozie of the Daughters of Divine Love also took part in the Conference.

Interesting and practical considerations were looked at concerning refounding and the ministry of recruiting vocations. Ideas centered on planning, choice, discernment, the role of the coordinator in recruiting efforts, team work, cooperation with other religious congregations and the local church, the nature and practice of accompaniment and the formation of candidates, etc.

IX Assembly of CLAP 

SPIRITUALITY AND REFOUNDING

From September 7th to the 18th, the IX Conference of Latin American Provincials (CLAP) convened in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Others taking part in the Conference included a Provincial from Canada and one from the United States; members of  the Reflection Team (RELAMAR), as consultants; Brothers Benito Arbués, Sean Sammon, Claudino Falchetto, and Marcelino Ganzaraín as invited guests; and six lay people – four men and two women.

After taking a look back at their 1995 Conference, the Provincials delved into the theme of “Spirituality and Refounding According to the Intuition and Aims of Champagnat.” as a help in discerning their responsibilities and in carrying out the following course of action:

1. Making Marist Apostolic Spirituality the very heart of refounding.

2. Speeding up the placement of Brothers and communities among the poor.

3. Broadening and deepening the sharing of our spirituality and mission with the laity.

4. Evaluating and planning our works so that they yield rich results based on the Gospel message of solidarity.

Each course of action is accompanied by several commitments.

Marist Fathers in Brazil

FIRST ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

José Roberto Medeiros Furtuoso, S.M. was ordained on August 14th in the Cathedral of the Holy Family in Campo Lindo - near the city of São Paulo, where the Marist Fathers have a community. It is the first time that a member of the Marist Fathers has been ordained in Brazil. Several Brothers from our communities in São Paulo attended Father Furtuoso’s First Mass on August 15th.

Union of Superiors General

HUMANITARIAN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE EAST TIMORESE

On September 21st, the Union of Superiors General issued an urgent humanitarian appeal on behalf of the people in East Timor.

Above all, we call on the authorities of the Indonesian government, whose people we want to continue to help, to put an end to violence and persecution, and respect human dignity, justice, and freedom.

We are directing an urgent message to the United Nations to carry out with maximum speed the Resolution that it has adopted, so that with international backing, this land can be returned to a humane existence, and its people can return to their homes.

We ask public opinion and the news media that the tragedy taking place in Timor not be allowed to disappear from view while solutions being discussed are not fully implemented.

We strongly recommend to all members of the Consecrated Life throughout the world, that wherever we live, work, or volunteer, we get the word out about what’s happening in East Timor; that we continue to raise our hearts to the Lord for communities and individuals hiding in the interior of both East and West Timor; and that we enkindle an attitude of solidarity on the part of government officials, public opinion, and humanitarian aid agencies.

On September 10th, a Vigil for Peace and Life in East Timor took place in Rome, organized by the Commission for Justice of the Union of Superiors General.

Our Office of International Solidarity has been doing its part during this turbulent time.

Marist Apostolic Spirituality

GATHERING OF THE HISPANO-PORTUGUESE NETWORK

The Third Conference of the Hispano-Portuguese Marist Apostolic Spirituality Network took place recently at Villa Onuba – in Fuenteheridos, Huelva, Spain – in the Province of Bética. Brother Mariano Varona of Chile coodinated the gathering, assisted by Brothers Ramon Benseny and Fernando Hinojal. There were representatives from each of the eight Provinces invited.

Through periods of prayer, reflection, and dialog, participants took up the two objectives from last year: to enter into and experience Marist Apostolic Spirituality, establishing patterns of interconnected life; and configuring Marist Apostolic Spirituality as the axis cutting across Provincial and Interprovincial activities.

The next meeting in 2000 will deal with “Apostolic prayer: experience and prospects.”

A Get-together in Rome

MARIST FAMILY CELEBRATES

On September 12, Feast of the Holy Name of Mary, our Family came together to celebrate at the Via Cassia home of the Marist Missionary Sisters. About forty of us were there, including nine Brothers, among them Brother Gaston Robert, Councilor General.

Father Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers, offered the Mass in Italian. During the homily in English, Father Patrick Barsley, Councilor General, highlighted the Marian intuitions and virtues shared by the Founders and pioneers of our Marist traditions, with special reference given to our newly canonized Saint Marcellin.

The Mass was followed by a social hour on the Terrace, and then by a scrumptious supper.

St. Marcellin Champagnat in Argentina

PATRON SAINT OF THE YOUNG

Bishop Baldomero Carlos Martini of San Francisco, Argentina has issued an episcopal proclamation designating St. Marcellin Champagnat as the primary diocesan Patron of “Teenagers and Young Adults,” calling on Marcellin to show young people the path to holiness, to intercede for them, and to keep them in his care.

Call to the Provinces for Information

THE SECRETARIAT FOR FORMATION

“To bring together and share our most meaningful experiences in the area of Formation and Vocation work” is one of the aims put forth by the XIX General Chapter. To carry out this task, we are asking all Provincials and District Superiors to send Brother Afonso Levis the name of the Brother who coordinates and is responsible for Formation and Vocation work in their Administrative Unit. You can contact Brother Afonso, Secretary of the International Commission for Formation, at his e-mail address alevis@fms.it, by fax, or by ordinary mail, enclosing a brief note with any additional information. 

BROTHERS WHO HAVE MADE THEIR FIRST PROFESSION

January to September 1999.

According to information received by the Office of the Secretary General
	FAMILY NAME
	NAME
	DATE
	PROVINCE

	Nieto
	Claudio Marcelo
	13-02-1999
	Colombia

	Ho (Duck Hyun)
	Simon
	03-04-1999
	Central Mexico

	Tiamaro
	Alphonse
	06-06-1999
	Madagascar

	Randriatahina
	Jean Luc
	06-06-1999
	Madagascar

	Kirabu Bakosa
	Aimé
	06-06-1999
	Congo

	Djamba Lokanga
	Michel
	06-06-1999
	Congo

	Walter
	Frisnel
	12-06-1999
	Iberville, Canada

	Casséus
	Jean Gusnard
	12-06-1999
	Iberville, Canada

	Awoh
	Peter Acho
	13-06-1999
	Great Britain

	Nyuydine
	John Lavinge
	13-06-1999
	Great Britain

	Kpunsa
	Stephen
	13-06-1999
	Great Britain

	Kouassi Krah
	Daniel
	13-06-1999
	Levante, Spain

	Doua
	Joachim
	13-06-1999
	Levante, Spain

	Koffi
	Pascal Kouadio
	13-06-1999
	Levante, Spain

	Kwame
	Isaac Frimpong Amponsah
	13-06-1999
	Nigeria

	Egwu
	Anthony Chukwukere
	13-06-1999
	Nigeria

	Navarro Cendejas
	José
	26-06-1999
	Western Mexico

	Ucan Mex
	Angel Gabriel
	26-06-1999


	Western Mexico

	Romo Cuéllar
	Ricardo José
	26-06-1999
	Western Mexico

	Sagero
	Peter Onsombi
	03-07-1999
	Germany

	Teguru
	Robert
	03-07-1999
	Iberville, Canada

	Banda
	Martin
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Bwanali
	John Francis
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Chiwanda
	Collins Edward
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Elifala
	Marcel
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Kamwendo
	Emmanuel Daniel
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Canhanga
	Mira de Jesús Varela
	03-07-1999
	Portugal

	Mulenga
	Innocent Mutale
	03-07-1999
	Castilla, Spain

	Malupenga
	Kabwe Beda
	03-07-1999
	Castilla, Spain

	Phiri
	Chiza Lorent
	03-07-1999
	Québec, Canada

	Rius Esteve
	Josep Oriol
	18-07-1999
	Cataluña, Spain

	Panameño Romero
	Ilich Francisco
	05-09-1999
	Central America

	Pèrez Vides
	Alex Humberto
	05-09-1999
	Central America


BROTHERS WHO HAVE MADE PERPETUAL PROFESSION

January to September 1999

According to information received by the Office of the Secretary General
	FAMILY NAME
	NAME
	DATE
	PROVINCE

	Hu Wen Jun
	Paul
	25-02-1999
	China

	Skelton
	James Patrick
	23-01-1999
	New Zealand

	Chong Kee Ann
	John Clement
	16-01-1999
	China

	Hellmann
	Gilmar José
	07-03-1999
	Sta Catarina, Brazil

	Tay Woon Dwu
	Anthony
	16-01-1999
	China

	Owusu
	Joseph
	13-06-1999
	Nigeria

	Belinski
	Ricardo
	22-05-1999
	São Paulo, Brazil

	Bwalya
	Patrick
	17-01-1999
	Castilla, Spain

	Do Prado
	João Carlos
	29-05-1999
	Sta Catarina, Brazil

	Adu Latiff
	Kwasi Paul
	13-06-1999
	Nigeria

	Asong Dakora
	Gilbert
	13-06-1999
	Nigeria

	Vargas Robles
	Servando
	25-07-1999
	Central Mexico


OUR DECEASED BROTHERS 

July 17, 1999 TO September 17, 1999

According to information received by the Office of the Secretary General

	FAMILY NAME
	NAME
	NAME IN REL.
	PROVINCE
	AGE
	DATE

	Dewes
	Hugo
	Hugo Francisco
	Rio de Jan, Brazil
	80
	29-04-1999*

	Mc Kell
	David Chalmurs
	Germanus Paul
	Great Britain
	83
	26-07-1999

	Mota
	Jesuino Severi.
	João Flavio
	Brazil North
	93
	27-07-1999

	Vieira D'avila
	Narciso
	Livino María
	Sta Catarina, Brzl
	79
	01-08-1999

	Bai Yu Heng
	Joseph
	Alexander
	China
	97
	11-08-1999

	García González
	Felipe
	Claudio Felipe
	León, Spain
	95
	15-08-1999

	Haas
	Edgar
	Oscar Bento
	Porto Alegre, Brzl
	75
	19-08-1999

	Gros
	Camille
	Joseph Emmanuel
	Bcp-St-Genis,Fr Franc
	79
	20-08-1999

	Krohn
	Maximilian T.
	Harold Joseph
	New Zealand
	91
	25-08-1999

	Featherstone
	John Joseph
	Jude Philip
	Sydney, Australia
	82
	26-08-1999

	Rühling
	Anton
	Elmar
	Germany
	89
	03-09-1999

	Brailey
	Herbert Thomas
	Roger Theophane
	New Zealand
	83
	08-09-1999


_________________
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