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Assembly of the District of Congo

fidelity in times oF social crisis

Forty-one Brothers from Congo, Belgium, Spain, Rwanda, and Rome gathered in Nairobi, Kenya, with two General Councilors in mid-September for a special assembly convoked by the Superior General and the District Superior. With communities in both government and rebel-held territories, even within fighting zones in recent months, the purpose of the meeting was to be together after an extended period of separation and to determine some guidelines for communities and the District in the short term.  Br. Benito’s circular “Fidelity in Times of Social Crisis” was a point of reference for the group, trying to look at what has happened with eyes of faith and the challenge to be Brothers to one another and to the people around them in extremely unstable and dangerous circumstances.

The Congolese Brothers expressed their willingness to return to the ‘front-line’ towns of Kisangani and Kindu where schools continue to operate under very difficult conditions. The communities of Bobandana and Nyangezi, however, will remain closed for the coming school year.  In part this decision is a consequence of the Brothers’ judgment that Europeans, religious or lay, are the target of armed bandits in eastern Congo.

Away from the Assembly, Brothers currently working in Congo were able to take an extended break from the tension, uncertainty and responsibility that characterize their everyday life.  The full District Council was able to gather for the first time in many months.

General Council Sessions 

AppointmentS

The General Council has appointed Br. Richard Dunleavy as Secretary General, replacing Br. José Luis Grande, who is finishing his second three-year term in that position. Br.  Richard has served as Provincial in New Zealand and as a General Councilor. He will arrive in Rome on December 11th, and will assume his new duties and responsibilities at a time yet to be determined.

Br. Gilles Ouimet has been named Provincial of Iberville for a first term; Br. Abdón Alvear Benavides has been named Provincial of Colombia for a second term; and Br. Thomas Chin has been named Provincial of China for a second term.

On the Way to Restructuring

A ProvincE in NortHERN EUROPE

As restructuring goes forward in Europe, the current Provinces of Belgium-Holland, Germany, Great Britain, and Ireland held a fraternal encounter at Furth-bei-Landshut, Germany during the first weekend in October. About one hundred Brothers gathered to pray, reflect, and live the gift of our Brotherhood in the company of Br. Henri Vignau, Councilor General, who attended as a Delegate of Br. Benito Arbués. Members of the assembly received a list of the five candidates for Provincial of the new Administrative Unit in Northern Europe, the result of a sondage throughout the region. The diversity of languages and cultures is greatly enlivening our Marist identity and unity in that part of the world. All through the weekend, “The Heart That Knows No Bounds” of Saint Marcellin and the Canonization came alive in the German countryside.

Marist School Administrators of Australia and  Papua New Guinea

Entering into marist life at the Hermitage and in ROMe

Twenty-four leaders of Marist Schools in Australia and Bougainville have taken part in a seminar on our Marist heritage. Fifteen lay people, eight Brothers, and a Chaplain met for a month at the Hermitage to immerse themselves in our Marist history and spirituality, and visit Marist sites. Brothers Gabriel Michel, Alexander Balko, Alain Delorme, and Father Pat Pat Beasley, S.M., contributed their expertise along the way. The gathering also enjoyed a retreat of several days, guided by Br. Tony Shears. The leaders ended their busy month of Marist formation with a visit to Rome, especially the General House, where Br. Jeff Crowe of the General Council was their gracious host.

From Torrent to Seville

NEW SITE FOR NOVITIATE IN SPAIN
During the month of September in Spain, the Novitiate for Europe moved from Vedat de Torrent, Valencia to Seville. There are nine novices at the present time, two second-year novices (one from Portugal and one from Lebanon/Syria), and seven first-year novices, including three from Betica, one from Madrid, one from Catalonia, one from Italy, and one from Lebanon.

The community is living in a very simple barrio. The formation team consists of three Brothers, directing a program that seeks to offer a formation experience geared to refounding, in line with the spirit of our last General Chapter.

The address for the new Novitiate is:

Comunidad Marista del Noviciado

C/ Ingeniero la Cierva, 42

41006 Sevilla, ESPAÑA

Tel. (34) 954 65 10 34

e-mail: noviciado@maristes-cat.es

Third Age Session Going on at Manziana

SPIRITUALIty Course

This September and October, twenty-three Spanish and Portuguese-speaking Brothers have been following the Spirituality Course at our center in Manziana. 

They come from nineteen Provinces, so that the program is benefiting greatly from a wide range of cultures and personal experience. The Community visited the Hermitage from October 2nd to the 12th. 

The Course is being directed by Brothers Germán Chaves of Chile, Enrique Hurtado of Catalonia, and Nello Facci of Melbourne, the Administrator in Manziana.

Serving as Chaplain for the session is Father Javier Oyarzun, an affiliated member of the Institute.

The aim of the session is to foster creativity in being faithful to the ever-vibrant charism of St. Marcellin.

The General Administration Community

Plan for Community Life

The General Administration Community, made up of Brothers who work at our World Headquarters in Rome, spent October 3rd to the 7th in Entracque, at a hostel run by the Province of Italy and located in the Maritime Alps. Brother Alain Delorme of the Hermitage Community was on hand to help the Brothers work out their Plan for Community Living. As the Brothers hail from many different countries and cultures, they chose as this year’s objective a deepening of their fraternal unity through greater sharing and communication.

Data from the FAO

Hunger in the world 

Eight hundred million people are experiencing severe hunger in our world. Twenty-six million more are emaciated from malnutrition. An FAO report points out that “all these people taken together form what amounts to a continent filled with men, women, and children who will probably never be able to develop their physical and intellectual potential for lack of basic nourishment.” Asia and the Pacific account for almost 526 million – two-thirds - of the world’s most impoverished souls. In India alone, more people are suffering from acute hunger, 204 million, than in all of Sub-Saharan Africa combined, where the number is about 180 million. Ways to arrive at a solution: distributing wealth with greater justice; doing away with economic sanctions; no longer treating the hunger crisis as a political football; and above all, getting rid of the notion that hunger is an inevitable twist of fate.  

A Need for Correspondents

in-house news network planned

A letter from the Publications Service addressed to Provincials and Heads of Districts and Sectors asks them to name a Brother to work as a correspondent for our office. We’re in the process of setting up a bona fide international network to transmit Marist news and information to both internal and external audiences. The letter presents new outlooks in our approach to communications, and also refers to the latest items that we’re planning to publish.

brothers who have made perpetual PROFESsIoN 

Since January 1999 (Second Listing)

According to Information Received by the Secretary General’s Office
	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	DATE
	PROVINCE

	LUQUE OTEROS
	Antonio
	11-09-1999
	Bética, SPAIN

	GARCÍA BLANCO
	Iñigo
	12-09-1999
	Norte, SPAIN

	GONZÁLEZ FLÓRES
	Andoni
	12-09-1999
	Norte, SPAIN

	SANTOS PEREIRA
	João Pedro
	19-09-1999
	PORTUGAL

	MC FARLANE
	Andrew Brian
	25-09-1999
	Sydney, AUSTRALIA

	DELGADO SOLER
	Gregorio
	09-10-1999
	Bética, SPAIN

	PATENAUDE
	Todd
	09-10-1999
	Esopus, NY USA


BROTHERS WHO HAVE MADE THEIR FIRST PROFESSION

Since January 1999 (Second Listing) 

According to Information Received by the Secretary General’s Office

	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	DATE
	PROVINCE

	ERIO JANDIC
	Elmer
	20-05-1999
	PHILIPPINES

	MAYOR PIZARRO
	Niño
	20-05-1999
	PHILIPPINES

	CUDAL OCASIONES
	Rommel
	20-05-1999
	PHILIPPINES

	JOPSON DE CASTRO
	Allan
	20-05-1999
	PHILIPPINES

	CASTILLO NÚÑEZ
	José Luis
	26-06-1999
	Central, MEXICO

	RAMÍREZ ANAYA
	Luis Fernando
	26-06-1999
	Central, MEXICO

	FREEMAN RUBIO
	Enrique
	26-06-1999
	Central, MEXICO

	JIMÉNEZ SOLAR
	Hugo Emerson
	26-06-1999
	Central, MEXICO

	VALDEZ MARTÍNEZ
	José Alfredo
	26-06-1999
	Central, MEXICO

	MUÑOZ RODRÍGUEZ
	Javier
	18-07-1999
	Bética, SPAIN

	HERNÁNDEZ CASTILLO
	Juan Pablo
	18-07-1999
	Bética, SPAIN

	RUIZ AGUIRREZÁBAL
	Iñaki
	18-07-1999
	Norte, SPAIN

	ALVES DA RUA
	Rui Manuel
	18-07-1999
	PORTUGAL


BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED - SEPTEMBER 15 TO OCTOBER 15, 1999.
According to Information Received by the Secretary General’s Office
	LAST NAME
	FIRST NAME
	IN RELIGION
	PROVINCE
	DATE

	ANGULO ROJO
	Fidel
	Fidel Ignacio
	Rio de Janeiro, BRZL
	15-09-1999

	WIENK
	Hendrik
	Raphael Félix
	BELGIUM-HOLLAND
	29-09-1999

	CARVALHO
	Arlindo Gonçal.
	Damião Clemente
	BRAZIL North
	02-10-1999

	GIUDICE
	Biagio
	Biagio Rodolfo
	ITALY
	03-10-1999

	MONTAIGNE
	Gérard
	Hilarinus
	BELGIUM-HOLLAND hoHOLLANDHOLLHOLLANDHOLLANDnda
	03-10-1999

	LORETI
	Luciano
	Fulgenzio
	ITALY
	06-10-1999

	GONZÁLEZ GARCÍA
	Ángel
	León Miguel
	North, SPAIN
	06-10-1999

	GOEPP
	Aloisio
	Ervin Alois
	Rio de Janeiro, BRZL
	06-10-1999

	BOGALHO DAS NEVES
	José Bento
	Sebastião María
	BRAZIL North
	06-10-1999

	GÓMEZ BOCOS
	Tiburcio
	Tiburcio Juan
	North, SPAIN
	09-10-1999

	LABEYRIE
	Bernard
	Dorothée André
	MCO-Hermitage, FR
	11-10-1999

	PERREAULT
	Rosaire
	Donat Alexis
	Iberville, CANADA
	15-10-1999


_________________
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