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Angola

THE CONFERENCE OF RELIGIOUS IS  RE-ORGANISED
The Institutes of Male Religious have recently celebrated their General Assembly.  The re-organisation follows two years of impasse due to the difficult political situation in the country, which has experienced a civil war and a  very slow peace process. The Assembly took place in an atmosphere of great sharing and fraternity, comprising 15 delegates from a total of 23 possible.

The administrative tasks were selected and there was an opportunity to debate a number of current themes: a plan for  the specific participation of Religious in the Jubilee of 2000.  Also, they exchanged points of view concerning the activities of CEIR ( The Centre of Studies for Religious Institutes), the faculties of Philosophy and Theology of the recently inaugurated Catholic University of Angola, the incorporation into the military service of the seminarians, the  social  and juridical form which ought to acquire a religious entity, according to the current legislation in this country. In Angola there are at this moment in time, twenty three Institutes or Congregations of male religious.

USG (The Union of Superiors General)

Share the charism and spirituality with laypeople
More than one hundred Superiors General of Male Religious Congregations met in Ariccia, near Rome, from 24th to 27th November, for the half-yearly reunion of USG (Union of Superiors General). One theme of great relevance was the touchstone of their reflection: ’Share the charism and spirituality with laypeople.’  Each time there are more and more laypeople who knock at the door of religious life to share the charism of the different  religious Congregations from the lay perspective, either because they are attracted by the mission , or because they wish to find a more profound sense of living a concrete spirituality.  This relation between laypeople and religious expresses itself most clearly in the mark of a Church in communion.

The Marist Presence in Romania

A way has been made and there is still one to be made

The Community of Bucharest (Romania), founded on 28th April 1998, consists of Brothers: Georges Vidalis (Province of N.D. de l’Hermitage/Greece), Superior. Miguel Angel Sancha (Province of Madrid) Bursar. Jose Luis Fernandez (Province of Castilla) and Joseph Nduwamungu (District of Rwanda).

From the time of their arrival there, they have managed to learn a fair amount of Romanian (which is indispensable in the process of re-integration), getting to know the people, discerning the most urgent needs of the young and the youth, making links with both the  Romanian and Greek Catholic Churches as well as with the orthodox church and to explore the acceptance of a parish community and of other religious communities.

At this time, the Brothers live in a simple area of the town. Their apostolic activities are diverse: parish, children in the streets, Greek-Catholic secondary school.

There is a great need felt  to have a common project for the whole community.

Portugal, Italy, Spain 

THINKING ABOUT THE MINISTRY OF VOCATIONS

From 22 to 28 October the Marist Centre of Spirituality hosted a meeting for reflection on the theme of Vocation which is a source of interest and preoccupation everywhere.  Brother Benito called for the reunion and suggested to the Brothers that it be open to laypeople who were in close contact with the life of the Brothers and with the Marist mission. Counting the presence of the Superior General and 4 General Councillors, the total of participants was 61 (45 Brothers, 15 laypeople and 1 priest.)

Starting from some statistics which dealt with the actual situation of youth before the religious life and the ecclesiastical institutions, the assembly discussed, in a good climate of dialogue and discernment, the elements which impinge upon the pastoral of vocations: the Marist identity, the adequate responses to our way of life, our institutions and our presence, our attitude to the changes which we see to be necessary, etc. Of very great importance was the reflection which Brother Benito shared with the group. The days ended with a task for Provinces to outline possible avenues and strategies for a ‘new’ pastoral for vocations.

Being a Brother in India

PROMOTION OF VOCATIONS 

The Sector of India has gradually established a well-organised programme for the promotion of vocations.  The results are beginning to show and there is a great anticipation that young people will be calling at the door of the pre-Novitiate. The work of Vocations should not be left to the Brother entrusted with this task. It is the responsibility of all.

Originals and Translations

Marcellin, source of Inspiration

Brother Jose Luis Vallejo (Province of Levante) has published a book of poetry on Marcellin entitled ‘Al aire de tu vuelo’. The Greek translation of the Marcellin comic has been published, with texts by Brothers Felix Rodriguez and Lluís Serra, and drawings by Carles Roch.

The Spanish Marist Conference has published a Spanish translation of the original French text by Robert Masson ‘Marcellin Champagnat.The paradoxes of God’.

New text from BIS

The Manual FOR LAY MARIST VOLUNTEERS.

The English and Spanish versions of ‘The Manual for Lay Marist Volunteers’, explains in a systematic way the most important points concerning volunteering abroad, whether for a long or short time. The French version is in the pipeline.

Death of Brother Albert Pifeger

Love in times of difficulty

On 19th November Brother Albert Pifeger, doyen of the Institute, died at the age of 99. He was born in Stotzheim (France) on 18th October 1900.His Marist apostolate in Budapest (Hungary), especially during the Second World War, was specially dedicated to the aid of Jews.  He received many decorations for his work. The high quality of his spirituality and his fidelity to God have been a constant in a beautiful life.

Marists in East Timor

Towards a New Community

The Province of Melbourne is in the process of creating a new Marist community in East Timor. A long visit is projected to clarify the situation and to talk with the bishops to find out if there is a real need for a Marist presence and charism in East Timor.

Children of dysfunctional families

Marist in an Open Centre

The Province of Catalunya has founded a new community of two Brothers, in Santa Coloma de Gramenet, a city of heavy immigration in the metropolitan area of Barcelona. It is hoped to have an open centre for children between the ages of 4 and 12, belonging to dysfunctional families. It will be open every afternoon from January onwards.  This social initiative has been launched by  the Archbishop, Caritas and the Brothers. It is the first centre of its kind which has been opened in Santa Coloma.

List of the Older Brothers

The Pillars of the Institute

We are publishing a list of the Brothers who, in this year have reached, or will reach the age of ninety years or more.  The old and sick Brothers are the pillars of the Institute and the living memory of our charism.

***Democratic Republic of the Congo

***The Murder of Father Georges Kakuja

(*** = for internal circulation only.)

Don Georges Kakuja, a priest of the Archdiocese of Bukavu, has been murdered at the age of 52, by the rebels. He is the third priest of his diocese to fall to the arms of the fighters beside the thousands of pacifist citizens, victims of the same war.  When the rebels have any kind of failure, the take reprisals against the civil population.

In spite of the silence of the media, the war continues and there is no sign of peace.

BROTHERS WHO DURING THE YEAR 1999 

HAVE COMPLETED OR WILL COMPLETE THEIR 90TH YEAR OR MORE.

This list is based on the data of the Secretary General Office.

	NAME
	FIRST NAME
	RELIGION
	DATE
	PROVINCE

	1. Arandel
	Constant
	Stanislas Constant
	1901-09-21
	MCO-Hermitage

	2. Sanial
	Marius Régis
	Chanel Joseph
	1901-10-12
	Brazil North

	3. Alvarez González
	José Benito
	Amado
	1902-08-31
	Occidental México

	4. Sánchez Cobian
	Jesús
	José Leandro
	1904-10-15
	Occidental México

	5. Marc
	Paul
	Paul Marc
	1904-10-17
	MCO-Hermitage

	6. Klein
	Fridolino
	João Baptista
	1905-02-07
	Porto Alegre

	7. Mathieu
	Henri
	Henri Louis
	1905-03-18
	Quebec

	8. Joly
	Marcel
	Paul Laurent
	1905-05-07
	Beaucamps-St.Genis

	9. Zorita Echeverria
	Antonio
	Arnulfo
	1905-06-13
	Bética

	10. García Díez
	Raimundo
	José Aurelio
	1905-07-20
	Central America

	11. Giftthaler
	Korbinian
	Korbinian
	1905-10-29
	Germany

	12. Pedroza Pardo
	Ramón
	María Ramón
	1905-11-04
	Occidental México

	13. Glaeser
	Pedro Vendelino
	Paulo Luciano
	1906-03-02
	Santa María

	14. Bringmans
	Marcel
	Gerbert
	1906-03-16
	Bélgica-Holanda

	15. Vaser
	Antonio
	Antonio Giuseppe
	1906-03-30
	Italy

	16. Mata Luis
	Laureano
	Pablo
	1906-07-04
	Central America 

	17. Vinckier
	Henri
	Henri Martin
	1906-07-12
	Bélgica-Holanda

	18. Vadillo Robredo
	Cándido
	Cirilo
	1906-09-04
	Bética

	19. Merino Pozo
	Víctor
	Víctor Manuel
	1906-10-17
	Norte

	20. Nolan
	George Henry
	Paul Edward
	1906-10-19
	Southern Africa

	21. Ouellet
	Omer-Fernand
	Joseph Simon
	1906-11-12
	Iberville

	22. Daly
	John Joseph
	Casimir John
	1906-12-16
	Great Britain

	23. Alvarez Rubio
	Eloy
	Ángel Eduardo
	1907-01-18
	León

	24. Fernando
	Hector
	Paul Nizier
	1907-02-05
	Sri Lanka

	25. Boetsch
	Georges Camille
	Camille
	1907-02-17
	Beaucamps-St.Genis

	26. Winter
	Thaddäus
	Wilhelm Maria
	1907-02-28
	Porto Alegre

	27. Barreales Santamarta
	Salustiano
	Odulfo Luis
	1907-04-01
	León

	28. L'écuyer
	Denis
	Pierre Denis
	1907-04-08
	Québec

	29. Rodríguez Suárez
	Ángel
	Rodolfo
	1907-05-23
	Central América 



	30. Belloso Díez
	Luis
	Eulogio José
	1907-08-25
	Chile

	31. Poirier
	Laurent
	Lawrence Joseph
	1907-09-02
	Poughkeepsie

	32. Chambon
	Louis
	Marie Irénée
	1907-11-08
	MCO-Hermitage

	33. Rodríguez Alanis
	Jesús Macario
	Filogonio
	1908-03-10
	Central Mexico 

	34. González Frias
	Vicente
	Jorge Vicente
	1908-03-11
	León

	35. Ozenda
	Salvatore
	Ilarione
	1908-04-01
	Italy

	36. Mittermeier
	Georges
	Cornelius
	1908-04-25
	Peru

	37. Revelo Unigarro
	Efrén María
	Efrén
	1908-05-07
	Colombia

	38. Howlin
	Guillermo Isid.
	Felipe Tomás
	1908-05-15
	Río de la Plata

	39. Ramos Valle
	Julio
	Antonio Luis
	1908-07-21
	Levante

	40. Di Pietro
	Giovanni
	Alessandro
	1908-08-03
	Italy

	41. González Sanz
	Lorenzo
	Severo
	1908-08-10
	Norte

	42. Ramos Orejas
	Patricio
	José Dionisio
	1908-08-15
	Central America 

	43. González García
	Jesús María
	Cipriano Vidal
	1908-08-25
	Colombia

	44. Robla González
	Urbano
	Urbano León
	1908-09-05
	Castilla

	45. Torreceilla Vesga
	Salomón
	Faustino Juan
	1908-10-21
	Porto Alegre

	46. Ziegler
	Paul
	Marie Bertrand
	1908-10-29
	Beaucamps-St.Genis

	47. Díez Alonso
	Julián
	Eladio Ángel
	1909-01-07
	Río de la Plata

	48. Rizzotto
	Remigio Paulo
	Taciano Pedro
	1909-01-25
	Santa María

	49. Ceron Ordoñez
	Manuel Salvador
	Francisco Regis
	1909-01-30
	Colombia

	50. Clerc
	Joseph Siméon
	Joseph Elie
	1909-02-18
	Beaucamps-St.Genis

	51. Garatea Aguinaga
	Florencio
	Frutos
	1909-02-23
	Bética

	52. Valle Cagigal
	José del
	Filogonio José
	1909-03-16
	Córdoba

	53. Barrocas
	José María
	Fidel Alipio
	1909-03-31
	Brazil North

	54. Luna González
	Luis
	Luis Ramón
	1909-04-29
	Occidental México

	55. Santolamazza
	Angelo
	Renato
	1909-06-06
	Río de la Plata

	56. Goñi Esparza
	Julián
	Julio Domingo
	1909-06-27
	Central America 

	57. García González
	Serafín
	Julián Teodosio
	1909-09-08
	Occidental México

	58. Criado Martínez
	Dalmacio
	Héctor María
	1909-10-25
	Cordoba

	59. Rodríguez Rodríguez
	Antonio
	Jorge Faustino
	1909-11-07
	Leon

	60. Idiazabal Ollo
	Rufino
	Leandro David
	1909-11-16
	Central America 

	61. Fréléchoz
	Joseph-Jules
	Marie Basilide
	1909-12-17
	Suiza

	62. Magand
	Gabriel-Marie
	Didier
	1909-12-21
	MCO-Hermitage

	63. Alzaga Ibañez
	Demetrio
	Ramón Sebastian
	1909-12-22
	Madrid

	64. Dematté
	Arduino
	Bento Marcelino
	1909-12-23
	São Paulo

	65. García Baños
	Miguel Cesáreo
	Miguel Adrian
	1909-12-28
	Central Mexico 


______________________
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