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Jubilee of the Consecrated Life

witnesses to the light

Celebrating a Jubilee Day for members of the consecrated life on February 2nd, Pope John Paul II offered a Mass in St. Peter’s Square, attended by some 20,000 people. The Pope referred to religious and members of lay institutes a “gift for the entire Church,” and urged them to “choose the Lord as the single source of meaning” in their lives. Similar celebrations were held elsewhere around the world.
It’s estimated that among the billion Catholics in today’s world, men and women in religious congregations, institutes, and societies of apostolic life make up about one tenth of one percent of that number. There are presently about 140,000 religious order priests in the world, and 58,000 Brothers. Sisters number close to 820,000, about 55,000 leading contemplative lives. Approximately 31,000 people are members of secular institutes.

January 26 to February 3 in Rome

Program for new Provincials

Recently nine new leaders of Marist Administrative Units came to Rome for a weeklong meeting with members of the General Council. The group included Brothers Onorino Rota (Italy); Lauro Francisco Hochsheidt (Porto Alegre); Jose Artur de Câmara Cardoso (Brazil North); Afonso Murad (Rio de Janeiro); Jacques Scholte (Northern Europe); Gilles Ouimet (Iberville); Pablo González (Peru); Laurentino Albalá (Ecuador); and Antonio Peralta (Bolivia).  The occasion gave these new Provincials and District Superiors the chance to reflect together on the different dimensions of their role as pastoral leaders at a time of refounding. They met privately with the Superior General, discussed issues of concern with General Councilors and other Provincials, and became better acquainted with the General Administration community.
New Council Appointed

international Council for economic affairs 

During their meeting of January 11, Brother Superior General and his Council named Brothers Carlos Huidobro (Province of Cordoba, Argentina), Jude Pieterse (Province of Southern Africa), Julian Casey (Province of Melbourne, Australia), and Hank Sammon (Province of Esopus, USA) as members of the International Council for Economic Affairs for the Institute. This Council is chaired by Brother Yvon Bédard, Econome General. 
Marist Apostolic Spirituality

Meeting of the INTERNAtIONAL network in  ROMe

The International Network for Marist Apostolic Spirituality met at the General House from January 12-16. Brothers Seán Sammon, Marcelino Ganzaraín, Pedro Marcos, and Henri Vignau represented the General Council; Brothers Mariano Varona, Ramon Benseny, Albert André, and Michael Flanigan took part as coordinators for the different language groups comprising the Network. Discussions centered around three main topics: 1) an evaluation of the Network’s program for 1999, with a review of its objectives and organization: 2) a deepening of the sources of our spirituality from the point of view of mission, consecration, and solidarity; and 3) the Network’s program for 2000, the activities it has planned for the year, and preparations for its next meeting in January 2001, to reflect on how Marist Apostolic Spirituality might best contribute to the success of the next General Chapter.
Honorary Doctorate

CONFERRED ON BR. CHARLES HOWARD

Next April 27th at St. Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill in Sydney, the Catholic University of  Australia will confer a Doctoral Degree Honoris Causa on Brother Charles Howard. The award will honor him for his leadership of the worldwide order of Marist Brothers dedicated to Catholic education, his commitment to social justice on an international scale, and his vigorous support, from the very beginning, for the development of university colleges dedicated to the education of teachers, such as the one which is now an essential part of the Catholic University of Australia.

Research at Catholic University of Milan
One abused child in three is the victim of sexual violence

Research carried out by the Catholic University of Milan has revealed that of 1,088 abused children, one in three had been subjected to violent sexual behavior. The study was undertaken by Paola Di Blasio, Professor of Developmental Psychology at the University, and President of Milan’s Center for Abused Children. 

The report concludes with an urgent call to help these children so violated and victimized  by adults in their lives. 

Victims suffer great difficulties in relating to others, which holds them back from human and psychological growth. They live in home situations that sometimes only come to light many years later, shielded from an outside world reluctant to pry into family secrets.

Numbers Tell the Tale

church’s SITUAtION iN the world as y2k begins

At present there are more than one billion Catholics in the world. About 63% of them live in America, especially in the South. Brazil and Mexico are home to the largest populations of Catholics in the world.
Two of every three people in the world live in Asia. For most of them, Jesus Christ remains an unknown Person. In spite of this, Pope John Paul II, during his recent visit in India, expressed his conviction that Asia will be the world’s most fertile ground for receiving the Gospel in the Third Millennium. 

In Africa, Catholics make up about 15% of the population. Five of that continent’s eight countries with large Catholic populations are presently suffering from the horrific consequences of civil wars.

General Council In-service

Uplifting Young people at risk

Recently, the General Council spent a day on the topic of working with young people in difficulty. The resource person was Stefan Vanestandael of the International Catholic Bureau for Children (BICE) based in Switzerland.  BICE has projects of its own in Asia, Africa, North and South America, and Eastern Europe, besides being a significant lobby group internationally for children’s rights. Stefan shared the research, practice and spirituality of “resilience”: using the potential of a person or group to prevent, lessen, or overcome the damaging effects of adversity.  There were many echoes of Marcellin’s pedagogy of presence, albeit in a setting wider than formal education.

People Planting Hope

Orphan children iN RWANDA

Brother Védaste Rutaganda, and two women, Rocío Cabanillas Ruiz and Marga Rayo Fuentes, spearheaded a program aimed at inspiring hope in the hearts of Rwanda’s orphan children. Thanks to generous aid from our Belgium-Holland Province, the support of Rwandan communities, and the three people already mentioned, August was set aside for the care of homeless orphans during vacation time. In an uplifting atmosphere of Marist family spirit, 83 children from two ethnic groups hostile to each other were brought together to grow in hope and build up peace in Rwanda. Assuming that the means are available, a similar experience is being planned for next summer. With greater resources, more services can be provided for an increased number of these children.

Rome, August 15 - 20 

world youth days 2000

A team consisting of a member from each of our four Marist Congregations and Laura, a  24 year-old woman in Italy, will coordinate an encounter for MARIST lay people and religious coming to Rome for the celebrations of World Youth Days 2000. A similar encounter took place in Paris in 1997.

In a separate message being sent out with this edition of UPDATE, there is a letter of invitation that can be used to invite present and former Marist students to this encounter. The message asks for  information to be forwarded to a team member of choice before March 15th. The Team Members are: 

Br. MARCO CIANCA , FMS, Fax (39)06 85370420; e-mail:marcocpp@mail.nexus.it: or marcocpp@mclink.it
Rev. LUIGI SALVODELLI, SM,

Fax:(39)06 48903900; email: maristi@tin.it;
Sr. JANE FRANCES, SM Fax: (39)06 39375253; email: secgemsm@tin.it;
Sr. MARIE-JOSÉ, SMSM, Fax (39)06 30311273; e-mail: setreasurer@pcn.net;
Ms. LAURA SILVI, email: 03479148605@mail.omnitel.it;
Brazilian Brother Guest Speaker 

MARIST YOUTH FESTIVAL, AUSTRALIA.

Every two years since 1984, the Marist Brothers of the Melbourne Province have hosted a national Youth Festival on the themes of justice and solidarity. The participants are young adults aged 17 to 28, and the residential program over five days includes input, group work, workshops, and considerable creativity in the festive ambience of a large circus tent.  During mid-January this year, one of the guests was Brother Pedro Ost, a young Marist from the Province of Santa Maria, Brazil. Brother Pedro works in a school for very poor children on the outskirts of Santa Maria. The young Australians warmly welcomed his sharing with them in informative sessions and workshops.
_______________
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