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Breaking news

Solomon Islands

There has been intense fighting between rival militant groups in the past few days in the area where we have a community of Brothers. For a time, we lost contact with the Brothers – they were isolated and unable to get away. Other Brothers have now visited them and all are safe.  They still feel safer where they are than in the capital, Honiara. Church sources tell us that at one point bullets were raining down on a Pastoral Center close to our community, but our men experienced none of this. No Church personnel have been injured. While the situation remains tense and the immediate future is unclear, some media reports seem exaggerated and unhelpful in terms of finding a solution to the political problem.  

More Breaking News

Kisangani, Democratic Republic of the Congo

Until yesterday, when another ceasefire was declared, there had been more fighting between Rwandan and Ugandan forces in this city. At one stage the fighting was very close to our community at Chololo. The Brothers reported that they had gathered in the lower part of their residence to reduce the danger to themselves. An Italian married couple, members of a neo-catechumenate community, has taken refuge with our community. The Brothers have been in radio contact to say that they are safe and, like everyone else in Kisangani, dealing with life without running water or electricity, and with only a short supply of food remaining.

And Still More 

Our Brothers in the Fiji crisis

The political and social crisis in Fiji has naturally been of great concern to the Brothers in our four communities there. The interprovincial novitiate at Lomeri has 25 novices from the various nations of the Pacific and from India. Thus the concern is felt by the Brothers in those places also. While there is no physical danger, movements and food supplies are restricted, and all schools are closed indefinitely. The military leader, and many of his officers,  forced to step in to try to restore some order, are ex-students of Marist High School, Suva. The Brothers have confidence in the good will of these men. Our prayers of support are with all our Brothers and novices there, as we pray for a speedy return to normalcy.

Feast of Saint Marcellin

fraternal celebration at the general house

On the Feast of St. Marcellin, the adminstration and college communities were joined by Marist Sisters, Missionary Sisters, and Fathers, as well as our General Council, currently holding its summer plenary sessions here. Festivities began with a concelebrated Mass, led by Fr. Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers. At the conclusion of the Eucharist, Br. Henri Vignau paid tribute to Br. Aimé Maillet on his Golden Jubilee. Aimé is our secretary and translator for French. An outdoor barbecue followed the Mass. A good time was had by all.

New Superior

DistriCt of Rwanda

The General Council has named Br. Eugène Kabanguka as Superior for the District of Rwanda, a District dependent on the General Administration.

Naming of First Superior
New District of Western  africa 

Br. José Antonio Ruiz, currently serving in the Sector of Ivory Coast, has been named the first Superior of the new District of Western Africa by the Provincial Council of Levante, Spain.

This new District has been formed by combining four sectors - Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Ghana and Liberia. Liberia will join officially after our next General Chapter.

The new Superior will assume his duties and responsibilities during the first District Chapter, which begins on August 25, 2000.

At the time of its inauguration, the new District will have a membership of 57 Brothers, including six from Liberia.

Meeting Held in the USA 

The International FormaTion commission (CIF) assembles
The International Formation Commission held its annual meeting from May 10th to the 17th in Esopus, New York. 

The Commission, under the leadership of Br. Gaston Robert, General Councilor, studied two topics. First, reasons given by perpetually professed brothers when asking for dispensations from their vows in order to leave the Institute. Second, Our identity as Marist brothers.

Results from the Commission’s discussions and suggestions will be written up in a report to be submitted to the General Council for further deliberation.

Summer Session

PLENARies of the  general Council 

The General Council is currently in Rome for its summer plenary sessions. Meetings began on May 23rd, and are scheduled to end on July 14th. Working together with two Marianists, Fr. José M. Arnáiz and Br. Tim Phillips, the Council spent three days examining issues of identity, fidelity, vocation, perseverance, and refounding.

The Council will make a retreat in Manziana from June 13th to the 19th, accompanied by Fr. Joaquín Fernández, Superior General of the Marist Fathers.

In Ecuador and South Africa

Saint Marcellin Honored

Last month, a small chapel dedicated to Saint Marcellin was opened in the State of Sucumbíos, eastern Ecuador, in the heart of the Amazon rain forest. The Quechua Christians are using it as a gathering place for  weekly meetings of their commune named “August 5th.” A Marist community is present there.

In the Diocese of Marianhill in South Africa, A new parish has been dedicated to the patronage of Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

Monument Dedicated in Ivory Coast

MEMORIAl to Br. MIGUEL ÁNGEL ISLA

At the end of April, at Colegio Champagnat in Korhogo, Ivory Coast, a simple monument  was dedicated to the memory of  Br. Miguel Ángel Islas, martyred in the region of Africa’s Great Lakes. It is a bust of Miguel Ángel, who was the founder and first principal of the school there. A local artist fashioned the work. A student who was in 6th grade, 12 years old, when Br. Miguel Ángel went to a new assignment, made this comment: “One thing that I learned and remember from Br. Miguel Ángel, something he repeated to us again and again: ‘There is no place for indifference when it comes to the pain of others.’”

Vanuatu, District of New Caledonia

First perpetual Profession

Br. Christophe Muluane made his Perpetual Profession on May 13th in Santos, Vanuatu. He is the first Brother from Vanuatu to do so. The Catholic community in Walarono celebrated this event as a gift and blessing from the Lord.

Cochabamba, Bolivia
Marist Spirituality course
For the second year, a session of the Marist Spirituality course for Spanish-speaking Brothers will take place in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from July to December 2000. It will get underway with a "pilgrimage of Solidarity" that will last for seven weeks. Brothers will be in thirteen Latin American Provinces, serving in communities living among the very poor.

The Cochabamba part of the program will begin on September 5th and end on December 3rd. Twenty Brothers will take part: 12 from Spain, 2 from Italy, and 7 from Latin America. Brothers Ramón Benseny from Catalunya and Santiago Cisneros from Central America will direct the course.

Exhumation

A MaRTyR in soul-wrenching times

On June 3rd, the remains of Br. José de Arimatea, murdered on September 5, 1936 in Sama de Longreo, Spain, were transferred to the parish church of Santa María Magdalena in Ribadesella, Asturias.

Celebration in Hungary

THE TWISTS AND TURNS OF HISTORY 

Br. François Belany (Ferenc) was born in Nitra 80 yuears ago. The city where he was born used to be part of Hungary. In the Treaty of Trianon, it was ceded to Czechoslovakia, and now it belongs to Slovakia. All a matter of historical happenstance and shifting borders. Brother has been one of the pioneers in reestablishing our Marist presence in Hungary. For our Brothers working in Hungary, François’ 80th Birthday was a great reason to celebrate.
Statistics  

the Marist world at a glance

In this edition of UPDATE, we are including data showing the countries where our Brothers are working, the countries where they were born, and the number of Marist communities that we have in each country. As you can see from the previous item concerning Br. François Ferenc, it’s not always easy to sort out this information. 

NUMBER OF COMMUNITIES IN EACH COUNTRY;

NUMBER OF BROTHERS IN EACH COUNTRY, BY RESIDENCE AND NATIVE LAND

Figures as of December 31, 1999

Source: Office of Registration and Statistics, the General Secretariat

	Countries in which the Brothers work
	# of Com
	Resid.
	Native Land

	AFRICA
	
	
	

	Angola
	3
	11
	2

	Cameroon 
	3
	15
	13

	Central African Rep.
	3
	12
	2

	Chad
	1
	4
	0

	D. R. of the Congo
	5
	33
	35

	Egypt
	0
	0
	3

	Equatorial Guinea
	1
	5
	1

	Ghana
	3
	9
	9

	Ivory Coast
	3
	14
	12

	Kenya
	1
	82
	4

	Liberia
	0
	5
	6

	Madagascar
	10
	63
	70

	Malawi
	7
	29
	36

	Mozambique
	5
	12
	7

	Nigeria
	12
	62
	80

	Rwanda
	4
	27
	29

	South Africa
	4
	23
	14

	Tanzania
	2
	8
	0

	Zambia
	4
	15
	17

	Zimbabwe
	5
	21
	10

	TOTAL
	76
	450
	350

	AMERICA
	
	
	

	Argentina
	30
	167
	86

	Bolivia
	5
	27
	6

	Brazil
	121
	512
	509

	Canada
	22
	184
	235

	Chile
	8
	75
	21

	Colombia
	16
	82
	81

	Costa Rica
	2
	5
	1

	Cuba
	0
	0
	8

	Ecuador
	8
	37
	6

	El Salvador
	7
	45
	20

	Guatemala
	8
	64
	17

	Haiti
	5
	13
	4

	Honduras
	2
	7
	0

	Mexico
	46
	288
	290

	Nicaragua
	2
	9
	5

	Paraguay
	6
	35
	16

	Peru
	10
	52
	20

	Puerto Rico
	3
	15
	1

	United States 
	41
	238
	227

	Uruguay
	5
	20
	2

	Venezuela
	14
	65
	15

	TOTAL
	361
	1940
	1570

	ASIA
	
	
	

	Cambodia
	1
	2
	0

	China 
	3
	17
	21

	India
	3
	9
	9

	Japan
	0
	4
	2

	Korea
	4
	22
	19

	Lebanon
	3
	13
	2

	Malaysia
	4
	14
	16

	Pakistan
	2
	7
	3

	Singapore
	2
	7
	1

	Sri Lanka
	8
	35
	37

	Syria
	1
	2
	3

	The Philippines
	9
	50
	39

	Vietnam
	0
	0
	1

	TOTAL
	40
	182
	153

	EUROPE
	
	
	

	Austria
	0
	0
	1

	Belgium
	14
	102
	109

	Croatia
	0
	0
	1

	Denmark
	0
	0
	1

	France
	45
	311
	337

	Germany
	5
	53
	76

	Great Britain
	7
	41
	49

	Greece
	2
	14
	15

	Holland
	3
	12
	9

	Hungary
	1
	7
	1

	Ireland
	6
	26
	29

	Italy
	8
	137
	126

	Luxemburg 
	0
	0
	1

	Monaco
	0
	0
	1

	Poland
	0
	0
	1

	Portugal
	6
	39
	45

	Romanía
	1
	4
	0

	Slovakia
	0
	0
	3

	Slovenia
	0
	0
	2

	Spain
	112
	906
	1346

	Switzerland
	3
	10
	14

	Ukraine
	0
	0
	1

	TOTAL
	213
	1662
	2168

	OCEANIA
	
	
	

	Australia
	52
	325
	339

	Fiji
	4
	22
	7

	Kiribati
	2
	6
	2

	New Caledonia*
	2
	11
	1

	New Zealand
	22
	95
	126

	Papua New Guinea
	6
	26
	17

	Samoa
	3
	12
	9

	The Solomon Islands
	3
	12
	7

	Tonga
	1
	4
	2

	Vanuatu
	2
	9
	5

	TOTAL
	97
	522
	515

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	SUMMARY
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	AFRICA
	76
	450
	350

	
	
	
	

	AMERICA
	361
	1940
	1570

	
	
	
	

	ASIA
	40
	182
	153

	
	
	
	

	EUROPE
	213
	1662
	2168

	
	
	
	

	OCEANIA
	97
	522
	515

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	787
	4756
	4756


______________________
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