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General Councils meet

De LA SALLEs and MARISTS: Fraternal sharing 

On March 1st our General Council welcomed the General Council of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, elected last summer and headed by Br. Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría. The morning was spent in getting to know one another and sharing views on subjects of common interest. This time two topics were uppermost on the minds of participants: a) the dynamics of restructuring, its challenges, consequences and promise, and b) the concept of “Association,” a specific term used by the De La Salle Brothers. This is of interest to Marists as it relates to the various forms of participation by lay people in our works, mission, and spirituality. This warm fraternal gathering gave solid evidence of the close relationship and fraternal bonds that unite our two Congregations.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning ahead

DESTINATION CUBA
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On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the priestly ordination of Emilio Aranguren Echeverría, Bishop of Cienfuegos and a Marist alumnus, Br. Efraín Martín Oropesa, a fellow Cuban from that Diocese, traveled home to share in the celebration and visit his family.

While in Cuba, Br. Efraín, a resident of Estelí, Nicaragua, had the opportunity to meet with Mrs. Caridad Diego Bello, in charge of the Office for Religious Matters. She is familiar with the Marist Brothers’ interest in serving the Catholic communities in the Diocese of Cienfuegos, where the brothers started their mission in Cuba in 1903.

Br. Efraín received approval for his request to be of help, and if nothing unforeseen happens, he will be in Cuba next summer with another brother. They will live at the Bishop’s headquarters in Cienfuegos, hoping to enlarge their number and form a small religious community in the city the following year.

In accord with the wishes of Bishop Aranguren, the brothers will work in the program for training animators of Christian communities and in matters relating to the content and methodology for the process of formation in faith, while at the same time helping out at some parish communities.

Plenary sessions in progress

The GENERAL council in ROMe

Since February 5th here in Rome, the General Council has been holding plenary sessions. These meetings will conclude on March 21st.

New Zealand

two MARIST brothers awarded pontifical medals
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Two Marist Brothers from Auckland, New Zealand have been honored by Pope John Paul II with the medal “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice” for their work on behalf of overseas missions. For more than twenty years Brothers Edmund Kyne and Gabriel Power have been the driving force in establishing and seeing to the ongoing success of the Catholic Overseas Volunteers’ Service, an organization of the New Zealand Bishops’ Conference. They have recruited hundreds of volunteers, lay men and women and some religious and priests, accompanying them as they dedicate their lives and skills for months or years in the service of mission territories in countries like Papua-New Guinea, The Solomon Islands, Samoa, Fiji. Tonga, and remote places in the West Indies and Africa.

The medals will be formally presented to the two Brothers at the next meeting of the New Zealand Bishops in early March 2001.
Marist alumni from Alajuela, Costa Rica

a call to solidarity 

Marist graduates from Alajuela are joining in a campaign promoted by the Provincial Council of Central America to supply funding to build housing for survivors of the earthquake in El Salvador. Parents and students from our high schools and many other organizations are also banding together to help alleviate the sufferings and miserable conditions being experienced by the Salvadoran people.

Marist Joy and hope

VITALIty has names and faces
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Br. John Peter makes perpetual profession, Sector of India

A total of 44 brothers professed their perpetual vows during the year 2000 and 68 novices made their first profession as Marist brothers. In this UPDATE you will find a listing of those making perpetual vows. In our next edition, we will publish the names of brothers professing first vows. Filled with joy and hope we thank God and our Good Mother for this sign of Marist vitality. 112 brothers have chosen life in Champagnat’s way.

Toward the Decree of Legal Recognition

CAUSe of Br. LYCARION
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The cause of Br. Lycarion, unattended to for a long period of time, was reintroduced on November 24, 1987. Supplementary documentation was submitted to the Curia in Barcelona. The proceedings arrived in Rome last February 28th and steps have been taken to secure the Decree of Legal Recognition for the Ordinary Process.

Br. Lycarion, Marist protomartyr in Spain, died as a witness for the faith in Poble Nou, an area in Barcelona, on July 27, 1909, at the age of 39. His death took place during the so-called Tragic Week. Lycarión was born in Bagnes, Valais, Switzerland in 1870.
Marist alumnus

Francesc Castelló Aléu to be beatified
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On March 11th, Pope John Paul II will beatify 233 Spaniards martyred for the faith between 1936 and 1939. Among them, a former student of the Marist Brothers.

Francesc Castelló was born in Alicante in 1914. His father died when he was two months old, and he went with his mother and two siblings to live in Lérida. There he studied with the Marist Brothers for six years to obtain his high school diploma (1924-1930), specializing in chemical engineering. He was engaged and making plans to be married. For openly professing his religious faith, he was put to death on September 29, 1936 at the age of 22.

Soon to be sent

prayers for the GENERAL Chapter
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The Chapter Preparatory Commission will soon be sending to the Provinces a prayer card with nine prayers for the XX General Chapter.

Br. Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, FSC

New PRESIDENT of the UNIoN of SUPERIORS GENERAL

Br.  Álvaro Rodríguez, Superior General of the De La Salle Brothers, has been confirmed as the new President of the Union of Superiors General. This is the first time that a brother has been elected President of this group.

A book on religious art

the statue of st. MARCELlin

The Fabric of St. Peter at the Vatican will publish a book on religious art dealing with the statue of St. Marcellin, the work of the sculptor Jiménez Deredia. Thanks to sponsors and the contributed services of writers and photographers, the price will be very affordable. The Marist Publications Service will contact the Provinces to expedite orders.

Soon available

from marist PUBLICAtions service 

Today, hot off the press, comes “FMS MESSAGE 29” featuring the General Council’s Report to the General Chapter, and “FMS MARIST ECHO 35”, whose centerfold focuses attention on “Shared mission: brothers and laity - adventuring together.” Still being worked on, “MARIST NOTEBOOKS 16.”

brothers who have professed PERPETUAl vows during the year 2000

Based on information received by the Office of Registry and Statistics of the General Secretariat 

	FAMILY NAME
	GIVEN NAMES
	DATE
	PROVINCE
	COUNTRY

	1. Cruz Langa Massaete
	Agostinho da
	2000-11-25
	Southern Africa
	Mozambique

	2. Katumbi
	John​ Khomawekha
	2000-10-28
	Southern Africa 
	Malawi

	3. Mwila
	Norbert
	2000-03-19
	Southern Africa 
	Zambia

	4. Phiri
	Stephen
	2000-03-19
	Southern Africa 
	Zambia

	5. Barillas Lechuga
	Gilber Stuardo
	2000-11-19
	Central America
	Guatemala

	6. López Siles
	Felipe
	2000-10-07
	Bética
	Spain

	7. Fernandes Pereira
	Mauro Sergio
	2000-07-17
	Brazil North
	Brazil

	8. Gómez Porras
	Alejandro
	2000-11-25
	Catalunya
	Spain

	9. Ortiz Galarza
	Diego Hernán
	2000-09-10
	Catalunya
	Paraguay

	10. Figueroa Lillo
	Fernando Enriqu
	2000-05-14
	Chile
	Chile

	11. Sáiz Ortega
	Ramón
	2000-05-07
	Chile
	Spain

	12. Portilla Benavides
	Ismar Gilardo
	2000-08-20
	Colombia
	Colombia

	13. Balombe
	Alphonse
	2000-10-08
	Congo
	D.R.of Congo 

	14. Alvarez García
	Ignacio
	2000-11-04
	León
	Spain

	15. García Miranda
	Lisardo
	2000-11-04
	León
	Spain

	16. Dembele
	Philippe
	2000-04-24
	Levante
	Ivory Coast

	17. Rajaonarison
	Tiana,Richard
	2000-12-23
	Madagascar
	Madagascar

	18. Ramanahizato
	Paul
	2000-08-27
	Madagascar
	Madagascar

	19. Gil Rivero
	Juan Gustavo
	2000-12-09
	Madrid
	Spain

	20. Rodríguez Martínez
	Raúl
	2000-12-09
	Madrid
	Spain

	21. Arockiam
	John Peter
	2000-08-05
	Melbourne
	India

	22. Hilet
	John Francis
	2000-09-09
	Melbourne
	Australia

	23. Calderón Villegas
	Adán Ángel
	2000-11-11
	Central Mexico
	Mexico

	24. Torres Estrada
	Gerardo
	2000-08-15
	Central Mexico
	Mexico

	25. Vázquez Zamarripa
	José Eleuterio
	2000-03-18
	Central Mexico
	Mexico

	26. Brondo González
	Manuel Eduardo
	2000-11-25
	Western Mexico 
	Mexico

	27. Bustamante Penilla
	José Luis
	2000-06-17
	Western Mexico 
	Mexico

	28. González González
	Luis Roberto
	2000-07-29
	Western Mexico 
	Mexico

	29. Mejía Duclaud
	Jorge
	2000-07-20
	Western Mexico 
	Mexico

	30. Igbonachor
	Gabriel
	2000-08-12
	Nigeria
	Nigeria

	31. García San Emeterio
	Francisco Javier
	2000-09-30
	Spain North
	Spain

	32. Muñoz Gutiérrez
	José Abel
	2000-09-30
	Spain North
	Spain

	33. Baleikorodawa
	Leronio
	2000-12-30
	New Zealand
	Fiji

	34. Agurto Olivari
	Edwin Lizandro
	2000-09-12
	Peru
	Peru

	35. Ricaldi Porras
	Orlando Benito
	2000-06-06
	Peru
	Peru

	36. Safuanda
	Adriano Gabriel
	2000-10-01
	Porto Alegre
	Angola

	37. Favatier-Tourn
	Oscar Eleonel
	2000-10-29
	Río de la Plata
	Argentina

	38. Havugimana
	Callixte
	2000-09-10
	Rwanda
	Rwanda

	39. Ndagijimana
	Phocas
	2000-09-10
	Rwanda
	Rwanda

	40. Cavanus
	Cezar
	2000-05-13
	Santa Catarina
	Brazil

	41. Green
	Matthew John
	2000-11-11
	Sydney
	Australia

	42. Paternina Montoya
	Diobenys José
	2000-01-02
	Venezuela
	Venezuela

	43. Santos Bonilla
	Luis Alfonso
	2000-01-02
	Venezuela
	Venezuela

	44. Urdaneta Araque
	Elvis Rodolfo
	2000-01-02
	Venezuela
	Venezuela


________________________
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