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During his historic visit to Greece -

John paul praises the work of the MARIST brothers

Greece, the cradle of Western culture and of the inculturation of Christianity, has a great role to play today, as it had in past centuries, in the dialog between cultures and civilization. The area of education and schooling is the concrete meeting point where Religious Orders and Congregations have a role to play. John Paul II stressed this upon his arrival in Greece, in his speech addressed to the President of the Republic. The Pope spoke of Greece’s "natural vocation" for "building bridges" and "building a culture of dialog." As far as the Catholic world is concerned, "a significant contribution is being offered by the schools, in which new generations are being educated. The school is the quintessential place of integration among young people from different horizons." The Church wishes to "collaborate" in this setting and “wishes to continue its long educational experience in your country, especially through the work of the Marist Brothers, the Brothers of Christian Schools, the Ursuline Sisters,  and the Sisters of St. Joseph. These different religious families have shown that they know how to educate men and women, with delicacy and respect for the cultural traditions of the young people who have been entrusted to them." The Pope commented upon the role of the consecrated life in a speech addressed to bishops at the end of the morning. Speaking about men and women religious, he defined their presence as "essential for the Catholic Church in Greece. Let us never forget that these lands, witnesses to ancient times, are sanctuaries of the faith, and that from the treasury of their history we must draw the strength to carry out our ministry in the world of today."

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________

Former General Councilor

Brother Leonard Voegtle dies 

On March 31, 2001, Brother Leonard Voegtle, former Provincial of Esopus, then Procurator and General Councilor, died of a rare blood disease. He was  67.

As a young Brother, Leonard gained a distinguished doctorate in Canon Law from Catholic University in Washington DC. That achievement laid a strong foundation of careful scholarship in his life and work. 

[image: image6.png]In the upheaval in the Church and Religious Life following Vatican II, he was called to be Provincial at the early age of 34, and those six years were a challenge to his courage and skills as a Marist leader. His vision and prudence were of great assistance to the Province as it negotiated those historic times. And that experience further served him well during his years as Procurator and Councilor. Unfortunately, ill health led to his resignation from those roles before the end of his mandate. He then undertook a ministry in canon law, serving as a member of the Marriage Tribunal in the Archdiocese of Newark NJ. Even more importantly, he gave himself unstintingly to the promotion of a deeper understanding of Marcellin Champagnat and our Marist patrimony throughout the English-speaking world. He did this through conferences, writings and historical research. In particular he led the Manziana groups each year on their pilgrimage to the Hermitage, and he wrote the first of what was to be a three-volume history of the Marist Brothers in the USA.  In the years just before his death he was the official archivist of the Marist Brothers in the USA.

In accordance with article 55.1 of the Constitutions, concerning prayers to be offered on the death of a former General Councilor, Brothers throughout the Institute are asked to remember Brother Leonard’s gentle spirit and pray for his eternal rest and joy with the Lord. 

Marist gathering in Nairobi, Kenya

CONFERENCe of african SUPERIORS 
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The Conference of Marist Leaders of Africa and Madagascar was held in Nairobi, Kenya April 2 to 4. Brs. Benito Arbués and Seán Sammon were there. This group photo includes Bishop Max Saonis of the Diocese of El Obeid, Sudán.

Brothers meet in Guardamar, Spain

marist life, looking to the future
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70 Brothers, from 50 to 60 years of age, from the Provinces of Spain, Portugal and Italy, recently gathered in Guardamar at the invitation of the General Council. They met to reflect on Marist life from the perspective of the future. Accompanying the Brothers were Brs. Benito, Henri Vignau, Pedro Marcos and Santiago Cisneros, as well as Provincials.  It was a rich experience, filled with the sharing of profound convictions and fraternal love. The whole time was marked by a climate of serenity, in spite of lots of uncertainty about the future. By an attitude of readiness in the midst of change, and a creative fidelity to the calls of the Church and the world of the young today. 

Love of our Founder spreads

MORE and more MARCELLINS
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We have received word of the first child in Nigeria to be baptized with the name of Marcellin Champagnat. Mr. and Mrs. Nwaigwe felt so grateful to the Saint for his impact on the life of their family that they chose Marcellin to be their son’s patron. Mr. Nwaigwe’s brother is a Marist Brother. 

This event typifies the sentiments of so many people in Nigeria towards our saintly Founder. The great efforts of our Nigerian Brothers to be in solidarity with the young and all people in great need clearly reflect the charism and spirituality of St. Marcellin. The Brothers are very hopeful, especially if vocations are plentiful, that Marcellin will be a beacon leading the way for so many who desire to be disciples of Jesus in their country.

XX General Chapter

“ALL ABOARD”
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Many Provinces and Districts are meeting to prepare for our next General Chapter. The Province of São Paulo, Brazil set aside March for this purpose. Brs. Carlos Wielganczuk, Provincial and Afonso Levis, delegate took part in community discussions in three different cities, meeting for a day and a half in each place. They are planning a second series of preparatory meetings during June, so that all may experience the Chapter as a  “new Pentecost.”

In solidarity with El Salvador

aid for earthquake survivors
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By the end of March, the Brothers had received almost $780,000 US for quake victims in El Salvador, including the $300,000 US given by the Provincial Council of Central America. So far, about $215,000 US has been earmarked for projects currently underway.

Lay volunteers

THE MARIST MISSION - PACIFIC CONFERENCE.
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During the first weekend in April a conference of Pacific Marists, lay people and Brothers, was held in Melbourne, Australia to mark the International Year of Volunteers. Similar to previous conferences on this theme, it was sponsored by the International Bureau of Solidarity (BIS) based in Rome. Research into lay volunteering is part of the Bureau’s official mandate.  The conference focused on material in the BIS 'Handbook for Provinces with Lay Volunteers,' using a process animated by a team comprised of Angela Savage (formerly Red Cross Asia volunteer), and Br. Allen Sherry and Stefano Oltolini of the BIS staff. Further inter-province collaboration was the major focus of the resolutions of the conference, resolutions concerning future immersion experiences and the preparation of local and international volunteers for their work with Marist communities. A report of the process and these recommendations will be published in English in May 2001.

Marists in solidarity
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With habitat for humanity 

For the fourth year in a row, nine students and four faculty members from Marist International School in Kobe, Japan have taken part in a program to build homes for poor families in the Philippines. This year, April 26 – May 5, they helped build homes for families of people with Hansen’s disease in the Cagayan Valley. 

Theological Dissertation 

a book on saint Marcellin
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The Pontifical University of Rio Grande do Sul in Porto Alegre, Brazil has published a book by Br. Édison Hüttner, FMS entitled Saint Marcellin Champagnat: From Arms to Heart.  The work contains the author’s thesis for his Masters Degree in Theology. Br. Edison is currently pursuing studies in Rome, and resides at the International College at the General House.

Start of process in Rome

Cause for the beatification of brother lycarion 

On April 24, Supplementary Documentation concerning the martyrdom of the Servant of God Br. Lycarion, François Benjamin May († 1909), was opened in the presence of Br. Gabriele Andreucci, Postulator General, and Brs. Giovanni Bigotto y Lluís Serra. The Congregation for the Causes of the Saints will now study the entire Ordinary Process, and when it verifies that everything is in order, it will issue the decree of Juridical Validation. After that the Postulator will ask for authorization to include this Servant of God in the group of Br. Eusebio and 59 Companions in order to present a single “Positio”.

For anyone wishing to learn more about Br. Lycarion and his spirituality, we recommend the newly published biography “Une Rose rouge pourpre” written by Br. Contardo Ennio. (Orders may be sent to the author at: Rue Valentin 9 – Lausanne 1004, Switzerland.) 

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, JANUARY 25 TO APRIL 30, 2001

(Information received by the General Secretariat. Please let us know of errors or omissions.)

	FAMILY NAME 
	1ST NAME
	IN RELIGIÓN
	AGE
	PROVINCE
	   DATE

	1. Martínez Rodríguez
	Saturnino
	Saturnino Dato
	71
	Leon, Spain
	2001-02-01

	2. Cadoná
	Mansueto
	Teófilo María
	70
	Porto Alegre, Brazil
	2001-02-02

	3. Tyrell
	Edward P.
	Patrick Francis
	69
	Poughkeepsie, USA
	2001-02-02

	4. Dufour
	Marcel
	Pierre Justin
	89
	Beaucamps St.-Genis
	2001-02-07

	5. Rachor
	Blasius
	Florenciano
	74
	Porto Alegre, Brazil
	2001-02-09

	6. Calvo Sánchez
	Teódulo
	Víctor Teódulo
	85
	Chile
	2001-02-10

	7. Bringmans
	Marcel
	Gerbert
	94
	West Central Europe 
	2001-02-12

	8. Foscolos
	Pierre
	Petros
	73
	MCO – Hermitage 
	2001-02-13

	9. Regul
	Hermann
	Blasius
	87
	Sri Lanka
	2001-02-21

	10. Houben
	Albert
	Dominique J.
	83
	West Central Europe 
	2001-02-23

	11. Geissler
	Anton
	Gamelbert
	78
	West Central Europe 
	2001-03-01

	12. Audet
	Jean-Louis
	Marie Euthyme
	75
	Iberville, Canada
	2001-03-04

	13. Mathieu
	Henri
	Henri Louis
	96
	Quebec, Canada
	2001-03-11

	14. Jiménez Enríquez
	Paulino
	Pablo Eliseo
	84
	Castille, Spain
	2001-03-15

	15. Lakomy
	Jean
	Basile Stanislas
	78
	Beaucamps/St-Genis
	2001-03-23

	16. Ozenda
	Salvatore
	Ilarione
	92
	Italy
	2001-03-27

	17. Pereira Da Silva
	Miguel
	Miguel Alipio
	78
	Portugal
	2001-03-27

	18. Mc Beath
	Nicholas Adrian
	
	52
	Melbourne, Australia
	2001-03-27

	19. Naouna
	Célestin
	
	78
	Beaucamps St.-Genis
	2001-03-28

	20. Jackson
	Thomas
	Henry
	71
	West Central Europe 
	2001-03-31

	21. Voegtle
	Kenneth J.
	Leonard A.
	67
	Esopus, USA
	2001-03-31

	22. Boudreault
	Maurice
	Yvon Maurice
	69
	Iberville, Canada
	2001-04-08

	23. Roughana
	Maxwell John
	Evin
	73
	Melbourne, Australia
	2001-04-09

	24. Rueda Herreros
	Jenaro
	Silvio Marcelino
	73
	Leon, Spain
	2001-04-10

	25. Geble Kunz
	Franz Josef
	Paschalis
	84
	Rio De La Plata, Arg.
	2001-04-13

	26. Rakotozafy
	Laurent
	Hilarion
	81
	Madagascar
	2001-04-13

	27. Chambonnière
	Daniel
	Daniel Marie
	59
	MCO – Hermitage
	2001-04-18

	28. Ramaromanana
	René Martial
	
	51
	Madagascar
	2001-04-24

	29. González García
	Jesús María
	Cipriano Vidal
	92
	Colombia
	2001-04-27

	30. Antón Merino
	Calixto
	Ramón Eusebio
	80
	Norte, Spain
	2001-04-27

	31. Hennache
	Marcel
	Paul Vincent
	74
	Beaucamps/St.-Genis
	2001-04-27

	32. Aguiar
	Delphino Cardoso de
	Dimas João
	70
	Santa Maria, Brazil
	2001-04-29


_________________________
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