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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

BROTHER LUIS GARCÍA SOBRADO, NEW VICAR GENERAL OF THE MARIST BROTHERS

Brother Luis García Sobrado was elected this afternoon at 5:40 p.m. to the office of Vicar General of the Marist Brothers by the Assembly of the 20th General Chapter. He succeeds Brother Seán Sammon, who was elected Superior General this morning.

BIOGRAPHY OF BROTHER LUIS GARCÍA SOBRADO
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Luis was born in La Coruña (Spain) on August 25, 1945 into a large family—he being the youngest of twelve children. His Christian and Galician roots gave him a desire to cross the seas and seek new horizons in service of the Gospel. He received his education in the Marist Brothers’ school in La Coruña and it was there that his religious vocation was awakened. He professed his first vows in 1961 as a Brother of the Province of Castilla. Having completed the noviciate and scholasticate in Miraflores, he taught in Salamanca and Miraflores. He followed courses at Jesus Magister in Rome. From there he went to Africa (Zimbabwe and Zambia), a continent which had always captured his imagination. Later he obtained a licentiate in Biblical Theology from the Gregorian University in Rome. In 1980 he returned to Zambia to work in formation. From 1986 to 1993 he was the driving force behind the Marist International Centre in Nairobi, of which he was the founder. In 1993 he was elected a councillor general. This afternoon, October 3, he was elected Vicar General.

BROTHER VICAR GENERAL ACCORDING TO THE MARIST CONSTITUTIONS

132. The Brother Vicar General is the closest collaborator of the Brother Superior General, replacing him in his absence, and when the Superior finds himself unable to carry out his task in whole or in part.

133. He is elected or re-elected by the General Chapter under the same conditions and in the same way as the Brother Superior General.

134. If it becomes impossible for him to fulfil his role during his term of office, a new Vicar General will be elected by the Brother Superior General and his Council1.

135. If it becomes impossible for the Brother Superior General to fulfil his role during his term of office, the Brother Vicar General becomes Superior General and continues to govern the Institute until the following General Chapter. If he has been elected by the Brother Superior General and his Council, he must convoke the Chapter within a year.
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