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XX GENERAL CHAPTER

A NEW GENERAL COUNCIL FOR THE MARIST BROTHERS

On Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning, the 20th General Chapter elected the six general councilors who, along with Brother Sean Sammon, Superior General, and Luis Garcia Sobrado, Vicar General, form the governing and animating team of the Institute. The Chapter web site posted the news immediately. Here we would like to present a short biography of each Brother.

BROTHER EMILI TURU
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Born January 24, 1955 en Barcelona (Catalunya, Spain), he was raised in Marca, Tarragona. He began his Marist life in Llinars del Valles. After making the novitiate in Santa Maria de les Avellanes, he professed first vows in 1975 and perpetual vows in 1982. He obtained his teaching degree from Cardinal Cisneros University in Alcala de Henares, a master’s in catalan language from the Autonomous University of Barcelona and a licentiate in theological anthropology from the Teresianum in Rome. He was director of the scholasticate in Alcala de Henares. He was delegate for ministry, delegate for education and Provincial of Catalunya, his position when elected councilor. He has been President of the European Conference of Marist Provincials and secretary of the Congress of Religious Life of Catalunya. He is a member of the Permanent Commission of the Union of Religious of Catalunya.

BROTHER ANTONIO C. RAMALHO DE AZEVEDO

[image: image2.png]Brother Antonio was born December 3, 1946 in Maceio (Alagos, Brazil). He attended the Marist school in his native city and entered the juniorate of Apipucos in Recife. After postulancy and novitiate in Lagoa Seca (Paraiba), he returned to Recife for the scholasticate. He spent a year in Rome as a member of the preparatory commission for the 1976 Chapter. He earned a licentiate in philosophy from the Catholic University of Pernambuco and another, in theology of mission, from the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium. He has held the positions of vice-principal, ministry coordinator and teacher on the secondary school level, and has been master of juniors, master of novices, master of scholastics, provincial councilor and provincial. He has also been vice-president of the Confederation of Religious of Brazil and of the Latin American Confederation of Religious.

BROTHER JUAN PEDRO HERREROS
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Brother Pedro was born on January 27, 1948 in Santiago de Chile. His 11 brothers and sisters and his mother still live there. He attended San Fernando Marist secondary school, and entered the juniorate at Limache. He made his postulancy and novitiate in Cordoba (Argentina), professing first vows in 1966 and perpetual vows in 1974. He taught Basic Education and philosophy courses. He earned a licentiate in the Theology of Religious Life from the Claretianum in Rome between 1982 and 1984. For sixteen years he worked in formation. He was superior of the community and director of the secondary school in La Pintana, offices he held for a year and a half before being named Provincial of Chile, his position when elected councilor. For three years he was spokesman for the Conference of Religious of Chile and, since 1999, its president. In June of 2000 he became president of CLAR (Latin-American Confederation of Religious), which position he still holds.

BROTHER THEONESTE KALISA RUHANDO
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Kalisa was born in Rugaru (Democratic Republic of Congo) on April 19, 1954 into a Christian family that had a deep devotion to our Blessed Mother. He studied in the Marist Brothers school in Nyangazi. Having completed the novitiate, he professed first vows in 1972 and perpetual vows in 1978. He began studying for a degree in Theology and Humanities in Kinshasa, but his studies were interrupted when he was asked to work in the postulancy at Nyangazi. Later on he earned a licentiate in cultural anthropology and sociology in Kinshasa. He was director of the community in Kinshasa and teacher of the scholarly group Mont-Amba. He worked in the novitiate at Nyangazi. For five years he was teacher and counselor in the Nairobi scholasticate (M.I.C.). He earned a licentiate in Moral Theology from the Gregorianum in Rome, and from 1994 to 2001 was district superior of the District of Congo. In 2001 he attended the spiritual renewal course in Manziana, Italy.

BROTHER PETER RODNEY
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Brother Peter was born on November 11, 1954 in Brisbane, Australia. He is the second of three brothers. He first came into contact with the Marist Brothers in the fourth grade. After secondary school, he entered the postulancy in Sydney and then made his novitiate in Mittagong. He professed first vows in 1974 and perpetual vows in 1981. After his years of formation and university studies, he began his ministry in a secondary school and was also part of its administration. He taught religion and modern history. He studied spirituality at the Gregorian University in Rome and psychology at Loyola College in Baltimore, USA. He began formation work in 1993, with special attention to the post-novitiate stage. He became part of the provincial administration in 1996, helping the Provincial of Sydney in ministry to the Brothers.

BROTHER MAURICE BERQUET
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Maurice was born on November 7, 1947 in Ste. Foy les Lyon, France. He was a student of the Marist Brothers at their school in Chaponost. He attended the juniorates at St. Genis Laval and at St. Martin la Plaine and the novitiate at N.D. de Lacabane (Cublac). He professed first vows in 1965 and made final profession in 1976. His studies were in the field of pastoral formation of youth in service to the Diocese of Strasbourg. He earned a doctorate in electronics from the University of Strasbourg. He taught and ministered in Bangui (Central African Republic) as teacher of mathematics JEC counselor (a Catholic youth group). He did scientific research and was JEC counselor in Mulhouse for four years. In Alsace he was teacher of religion, JEC counselor and did youth ministry. En Tarare, besides being superior of the community, he taught courses in electronics and information systems. Since 1994, he has been provincial of the province de Beaucamps-Saint Genis.
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