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	Marist solidarity

Update on the Marist Response to the Asian Tsunami


With the attention of the World’s media returning to Asia, marking six months since the tsunami disaster, it is an appropriate time to provide you with an update.

Tsunami Fund
Due to extraordinary generosity from all parts of the Marist World, and with the support of other donors, money pledged to the Fund is now at US$968,956.87 (as at 13 July). This gives us an excellent financial base with which to respond to the needs of the children and young people affected in India and Sri Lanka. Because of your compassion for those suffering, our response can be substantial and have significant, long-term benefits.

Specific Projects
[image: image1.wmf]In India, the focus is on the village of Vizhunda Mavadi. The Brothers and their lay partners have developed an extensive and integrated program which is designed to assist the children traumatised by the tsunami. In particular it focuses on its negative impacts on their schooling. With the assistance of professional counsellors and others, the program aims to provide counselling, recreational activities and educational tutoring. It is a holistic approach. 

This medium-term project will build on what has already being done by the Brothers to assist the young people of the village. There have been a variety of activities ranging from improving the diet of the children so that it is healthier; to provision of materials necessary for schooling; to providing courses in Spoken English and Computers; to providing for young people alternative employment in driving, plumbing, and electrical installation.

[image: image2.png]In Sri Lanka, the focus is on the village of Payagala, and rebuilding the school that was destroyed there. Since re-building at the former site was not permitted, there was an extensive search to purchase a suitable piece of land nearby. This has been followed by the design of a school. Following the custom in the country, the design is such that strong foundations are laid. Then successive floors are built above, as funds become available. This process could take a number of years, and is the custom with constructions of all types; family homes, government offices and commercial buildings. There now exists a design for the school according to these principles. The most immediate need, and the focus our Fund’s attention is the construction of six classrooms to replace what can now no longer be used at the former site. The foundation stone has been laid for this building. This occasion was a tangible sign to the families of the village that their school will be rebuilt. The solidarity of Marists across the world, and their benefactors in other agencies, will see that it happens. 
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Finally, some money will be kept in reserve so that we are in a position to respond as long-term needs make themselves apparent.

We are grateful to everyone who has contributed to the Tsunami Fund. No matter how small or large your contribution, together with all the other donations, we now are able to help our Brothers and their lay colleagues in Sri Lanka and India to contribute to the recovery efforts now going on in these tsunami- effected areas. Your generosity is a tangible expression of Marist solidarity with young people and their families in India and Sri Lanka. 

Photo collection: the foundation stone - village of Payagala
DECISIONS 
OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

During its last meeting, the Superior General together with his Council appointed a number of Brothers to different positions in the General Administration.

These are as follows:

1. Brother Antonio Martínez Fernández was named Econome General for a second term of three years that will begin on 1   January 2006.  Brother Antonio began his first term as Econome on 1 of January 2003, after having been Provincial in the former Province of Norte that, together with the former Province of Madrid, makes up the new Province of Ibérica. 

2. Brother Juan Miguel Anaya Torres was named Procurator General to the Holy See for a second term of three years from September 2005 to September 2008. Before he came to Rome, Brother Juan Miguel was Vice-Provincial of the former Province of  Bética that now is part of the new Province of Mediterránea.

3. Brother Dominick Pujia was named Director of the International Bureau of Solidarity (BIS) for a second term of three years from September 2005 to September 2008.  Before he began his work as Director of BIS, Brother Dominick was Director of Youth Ministry for the Diocese of Houma-Thibodeaux – Louisiana (USA).

4. Brother Antonio Martínez Estaún was named Director of Communications for a first term of three years. He will begin his mandate in September 2005 while participating in the General Conference in Sri Lanka.  Brother Antonio is Catalan and he belongs to the Province of l’Hermitage. In 1993, he left for Ecuador where he was a member of the pastoral team and, more recently, he has worked at the Marist University in Mexico. Welcome to Brother Antonio.

5. Brother Carlos Martin Hinojar was named Secretary for the Spanish language, to coordinate the translations into this language that is now spoken by almost the half of the brothers of the Institute. Brother Carlos belongs to the Province of Ibérica. Until now he was the Director of the School of Erandio (Spain). His term is from September 2005 to September 2008. Welcome to Brother Carlos!

6. Brother César Antonio Henríquez Leiva was named as a member of the office of BIS, and will represent the Congregation at the UN, in partnership with Franciscans International. In this newly created position of BIS, Brother César will share his time between Geneva and Rome. Up to this time he has been working in the Casa Alianza in Guatemala City, helping children and adolescents at risk. Welcome to Brother César.

ChangES in the general HOuse
7. Brother Jean-Pierre Cotnoir has returned to his Province of Canada on 1 August, where he serve as Provincial Secretary after having been the Archivist of the Congregation for eight years. The General Administration has appointed a lay person, Massimiliano Grandi, 37 years old, coming from Arezzo in central Italy, as full time Archivist. He will have the distinction of being the first layperson to serve in this position. Welcome to Massimiliano !

8. Brother Miguel Ángel Sancha returned on the 30th of July to his province, where he will be teaching in the Marist school of Navalmoral de la Mata (Ibérica), after having served for three years as Secretary for the Spanish language. Before his time in Rome, Miguel Ángel spent five years in the new Marist foundation in Romania.

Thanks to Miguel Ángel and to Jean Pierre for your work in Rome and good luck in your new mission!

SOME IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE PROVINCES:

1. The Province of Brasil Centro-Sul held its Provincial Chapter from the 17 – 19 July 2005 in Curitiba.  On this occasion, Brother Tercilio SEVEGNANI began his second term as provincial. The participants in the Chapter elected a new Provincial Council. The members are Brothers Dario Bortolini, Davide Pedri, Délcio Afonso Balestrin, Frederico Unterberger, João Carlos do Prado and Jorge Gaio.

2. The Province of Santa María de los Andes also recently held its Provincial Chapter. The composition of the provincial Chapter has been already announced on the Web page.

3. We also wish to announce the nominations of two District Superiors. This nomination is made by the Provincial upon whose Province the District depends.

a) Melanesia. Brother Ken McDonald was appointed by Brother John Thompson, Provincial of Sydney,  to succeed to Brother Brendan Neily. At the District Chapter of the 4th to the 8th of July, Brothers John Tukana, Julian Hakumin, Christian Dever, Stanley Bakere and Tony Burrows were elected as District Counsellors.

b) Paraguay: Brother Angel Médina, 47 years old, was appointed by Brother Demetrio Espinosa, Provincial of the Province of Cruz del Sur to replace Francisco Montori. Brother Angel was born in Spain but since 1985 he has been working in the District of Paraguay that was dependent upon the former Province of Catalunya.  Prior to this appointment he has already served 
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