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SELECTION OF NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE
 

21/11/2005 - Spain
Spirituality Session at Escorial 

AN OCCASION TO RESTART AND TO START
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Of what use is a spirituality session? 

It is first of all an occasion to relook at yourself. At our age, perhaps more so than at others, it is good to take a break to evaluate what we have experienced and what we have realised with whom we are and with what we have… and how we wish to live what the Lord always gives us. 

It is an occasion to restart… and to start: prayer life, reflection on life, accompaniment in order to conform to the Lord’s plan, etc.

An occasion to reflect on life which must be periodically evaluated. It is good to take a break during the weekend to gauge what we are doing and how we are doing it. 

An occasion to establish rhythms of rest, leisure, formation, etc. Isn’t this what we are asked for to better live Marist religious life?

Our documents insist on the importance of on-going formation as a means of revitalising Marist religious life. We believe that, for the Provinces represented here by us, it is a matter of a means of revitalisation.

We are convinced that there is nothing miraculous here, as miracles are not needed to achieve our potential. 

If we wish to compare this session, we can say that it is like a prepared table where we find everything in great quantity. Everything depends on the appetite of each person to profit from it.

When we came here – not all with the same expectations – we did not know what this course would bring us. We believe we have created life with what has been offered us.

22/11/2005 - Belgium
Meeting of young people on the interior life 

ENTER MORE DEEPLY INTO YOURSELF, TO MEET GOD
After the World Youth Day, twelve young people older than fifteen years of age met for a weekend at the start of November, in Lavaux. The theme was the interior life. They wanted to take seriously the invitation of Pope John Paul II: “They came to adore him”. Pope Benedict XVI sent the young people to their own countries having invited them to take the time to meet Christ in truth. Thus the reason for this weekend: to take the time to discover that in the depths of each person there exists a world that is not often explored: that of the divine, the spiritual. In effect, we often run to find an exterior God whilst he is in the depths of the heart of our life and of our body. Each person was invited to pray in unity with nature: the traces of God are equally presented. 

To integrate nature is to be aware that to protect it is to bless God, to hurt it is to hurt God. Then, it was a matter of listening, of taking pathways of silence, the exterior and interior “noises” of our person. By listening to music, we became aware that within ourselves we express an interior life. This weekend was experienced close to a new community: Tibériade. It is inspired by Franciscan spirituality. Through this contact we were able to live a time of manual work, a time of witnessing finishing with the Eucharist in their community. It is important to give young people paths to develop their “interior life” in a world that disperses them from left to right and makes them lose their thirst for the interior life.

25/11/2005 - Spain
Seventy-five years of Marist presence in Badajoz 

WITNESSES TO A LIVING HISTORY
The Marist College of Badajoz (Spain) is celebrating this year its seventy-fifth anniversary. Based on the theme “Witnesses to a living history” a series of acts have been organised. The 8th October was the inaugural day; there was a speech given by a columnist from the city and then a Eucharist.

The 12th November was dedicated to a reflection on the Marist mission with children and young people. There was a prayer, games for the little ones, chats, meeting by groups and a shared meal. In the afternoon various workshops were organised. Likewise, two Marist Brothers, three laypeople from the college and a girl gave their personal testimony of faith. The day was concluded with the Eucharist

A musical show is planned for the morning of the 4th February, in which there will be various dance groups; the group “Brotes de Olivo” will also perform. On the 1st April a meeting will be held for the former students of the college during which various activities are planned. On the 13th May, a sports carnival is to be held.
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The 6th June, the feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, will conclude the commemoration of this seventy-fifth anniversary of Marist presence in Badajoz with a Eucharist in honour of our Founder.

The Marist Brothers came to this city in 1930 with the idea of founding a school: “Nuestra Señora del Carmen”. They had been invited by a canon at the cathedral. The classes started in October of the same year. Six brothers formed the first community. At different times, the college has been located in different places in the city. In 1964, it arrived at its current location. At that time a large building was built with a boarding school including courtyards for recreation and sport. 

At the present moment there are four brothers in the community who accompany their work in the college with work they have taken on as part of their Life Project with a group of drug dependent people. 

29/11/2005 - Spain
Meeting of catechists in Córdoba 

TO FORM IN ORDER TO CONTINUE GIVING LIFE
From the 4th to the 6th November, a meeting of pastoral ministers from a sector of the Province of Mediterránea took place in Córdoba in Spain. According to the participants themselves, the motive of the meeting was “to meet so as to be renewed in our vocation as animators and catechists, and to be formed in our mission of evangelisation of the children and young people in our works. 

During these days, nearly one hundred participants from four Marist colleges formed three work groups.

The first group was interested in group dynamics and resources. The thirty-seven animators who took part in this and who work with pre-adolescents developed activities: games, songs, animation resources, etc. 

The second group worked on children in our groups: conflict resolution. This group was chosen by twenty-seven animators who accompany boys in secondary school. They made an analysis of the situation of these boys in an anthropological, psychological and Christian perspective.

The last group asked: What is the future of our groups as communities of young Christians? Twenty-nine catechists and co-ordinators who work with groups at the senior school level and university level were inspired by the evangelical texts of the Annunciation and blind Bartholomew to analyse their situation.

The work was led by a team of formators, including brothers and laypeople who work with us. This meeting was part of the formation plan of animators and catechists of the Province of Mediterránea. This plan consists of three annual stages of formation; these initiatives also allow animators to exchange experiences as well as sharing their life and their personal journey. 

In prayer, the collaborators gave thanks to God for their vocation of animator and of catechist. The Eucharist on Sunday the 6th November closed these days which had been an enjoyable time for all. 

02/12/2005 - Brazil
The Province of Rio Grande do Sul defines its course for the next three years 

STIMULATING LIFE
To establish the general objective of our work for the next three years (2006-2009), to define priorities, to install the Provincial and to choose the next Provincial Councillors, are the responsibilities of the 2nd Provincial Chapter. The assembly, deliberative in character, will take place at Veranópolis, from the 3rd to the 5th December.

Around sixty people should participate, forty-five of whom will be Marist Brothers: the eight members of the present Provincial Council, thirty-five elected members, a representative from the General Council and the District Superior of Amazônia. The invited members include six laypeople who will represent the various sectors of the Province: education, social aid, youth movements and administration. 

The preparations for the assembly started some months ago and are being co-ordinated by the Provincial Council and the members of the 2nd Chapter’s Preparatory Commission. As well as a special prayer, the latter chose the motto (Stimulating life) and a logo (a stylised heart) as identification elements for this important event. It is in effect a matter of the first transition of Provincial government since the formation of the Province of Rio Grande do Sul.

As a departure point for the reflections of the 2nd Chapter, the Preparatory Commission has done a survey to evaluate the progress and the gaps perceived in the Provincial organisation, vocation animation, the vitalisation of communities, the accompaniment of young brothers, the professional and religious formation of brothers, laypeople and directors throughout the last three years.

This enquiry also sought suggestions to orientate the activities of the next Provincial administration in such areas as vocation animation, initial and on-going formation of the brothers, education, social aid, administration and finances, ministry, communication and publicity, movements, fraternities and the university.

05/12/2005 - Australia
Former Marist student Nobel Prize winner 

BACTERIA, RATHER THAN STRESS, IS THE MAIN CAUSE OF STOMACH ULCERS
It was recently announced that the 2005 Nobel Laureate for medicine has been jointly awarded to Professor Barry Marshall and Doctor Robin Warren for research undertaken at the University of Western Australia. They discovered that bacteria, rather than stress, is the main cause of stomach ulcers.

Both medical researchers endured more than ten years of hostile criticism and painful ridicule from the entrenched medical establishment: the AMA, the Royal College of Surgeons and other interested parties. Undiscouraged, Professor Marshall continued to insist that in the great majority of cases stomach ulcers could be effectively treated by a simple course of antibiotics. He felt compelled to demonstrate this by deliberately ingesting infectious bacteria causing him to develop the ulcers, which he then successfully treated exclusively by antibiotics.

Nowadays, by the breaking down of the mythology of stress as a major cause, and by the simple treatment he has championed, the severe health threat posed by stomach ulcers has been massively reduced. Today Barry Marshall is the highly honoured Professor of Medicine at the University of Western Australia.

Barry was a student of the Brothers from 1959 to 1968; he attended our Marist College in Perth, Australia, enrolling at the age of eight years at the junior school campus at Subiaco, and proceeding to the senior school campus at Churchlands where he completed his University Matriculation, after which he began his studies in medicine.

Bob and Marjorie, Barry’s father and mother, were great supporters of the college and of the Brothers in those years. They continue to keep in touch.

Recently Barry spoke fondly of the many Marist Brothers and outstanding lay teachers who guided his education: names that came immediately to mind were Brothers Joe Heinrich, Cletus Read and Des Crowe, who were the college principals during his time, as well as Mr Peter McGowan, his enthusiastic chemistry teacher. Barry spoke warmly of the Marist spirit and of the loyal friendships that began in his school days and endure still.

06/12/2005 - Brazil
First meeting of affiliated Marists of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 

TO BE AN EVANGELICAL PRESENCE IN THE WORLD
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On the 26th and 27th November, the first meeting of affiliated Marists of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul took place at the Centro Marista Marcelino Champagnat, in Curitiba, PR. Nine affiliated members participated – among them the Archbishop Emeritus of Curitiba, Dom Pedro Fedalto – as well as ten Marist Brothers, four members of the Ministry team that co-ordinated the meeting and the wife of one of the affiliated members.

The meeting allowed us to get to know each other better, to experience fraternity, to share our life, to deepen our spirituality, to make progress on our identity and to explore the future of mission and formation.

We outlined the lines of action for our future pathway, touching on the following aspects: to be an evangelical presence among people, to share our life and our experience of affiliation with the brothers, to develop a Marist biblical and theological formation, to cultivate our spiritual life, to participate in the Marist vocations ministry and to develop links of friendship with the brothers and the Marist communities. We fixed the date of the next meeting which will look at the development and implementation of adequate and practical structures.

Our meeting was marked by joy, simplicity and family spirit. The final evaluation noted a high degree of satisfaction and of gratitude. All left enthusiastic and prepared to continue, with renewed commitment, the mission that is ours as Christians and affiliated Marists.

09/12/2005 - Australia
Marist Brothers’ house at Eastwood 

A YEAR WITH CHAMPAGNAT
Since 1997, the Marist Brothers’ house at Eastwood has provided care and accommodation for over 45 young men from AMSA schools in Sydney. Sponsored by Marist schools at Auburn, Dundas, Eastwood, North Sydney and Parramatta, Champagnat House is indeed a Marist family working with young people who, for all sorts of reasons, require an alternate living arrangement in their final senior school years.

As in any family, there will come a time when the young ones move on, but leaving home does not equate with leaving the family. It is quite common to have past Champagnat House community members return for a visit or a meal, sharing stories of nostalgia, challenges and achievements.

Here is one such story…

“The idea of facing the HSC alone is daunting; add to this the stresses of constant revision, multiple assessments and lugging at least ten textbooks around every day. This mix of pressures is enough to turn what is supposed to be ‘the best days of your life’ into a turmoil filled period plagued with stress ulcers all over my tongue and the beginnings of premature hair loss largely due to stress.

Enter stage right the saviour of my sanity and my hair line, Champagnat House and its occupants; Br Tony, Br Peter and Br David. On hand was the combined experience of three great educators, each more than willing to spend time helping us with assessments through a variety of subjects.

We received comprehensive assistance academically as well as emotional and spiritual support, in an environment that was very receptive and constructive. This assistance was beneficial to, not only my HSC, but helped my relationships at home as a great deal of pressure was taken off my time spent at home.

With a stable and structured study environment and the eager support of the community the year flew by with many great memories, experiences, and lasting friendships.” (Peter – a Year 12 resident of Champagnat House)

10/12/2005 - Argentina
100 years of Marist presence in Mar del Plata 

A SECOND CENTURY OF MARIST EVANGELISATION
The festivities have been celebrated for the 100 years of Marist presence in Mar del Plata. The Peralta Ramos Institute, its friends, former students, collaborators and brothers came to celebrate in the Cathedral of the city of Mar del Plata on Friday the 18th November. The Eucharist was celebrated at eight thirty in the evening, concelebrated by priests who are former students or friends of the Institute. 

On the 16th November, in the Institute’s auditorium, an exposition of student works from all levels was held. In the afternoon, the children’s choir performed followed by the parents’ choir. Finally the curtain opened on the musical comedy “Dracula, a different love”, performed by the theatre workshop, teachers and students, under the direction of Cecilia Gispert.

The various celebrations culminated in a picnic day during which 1400 people enjoyed the “Centenary Roast”.

In the afternoon, a musical festival livened up a sunny spring day on the sports fields. 

The challenge felt by all was how to maintain the enthusiasm inherited from the pioneering founders for a second century of Marist evangelisation.

On the 26th and 27th November, the VII National Meeting of Marist Ex-students was held in Mar del Plata. It was organised by the Association of Marist Ex-Students of the Peralta Ramos Institute and sponsored by the Argentinean Federation of Marist Ex-Students. Participants in the meeting included members from the Associations of Ex-Students from the Colegio M. Belgrano, Colegio San José de Pergamino, Colegio Ntra. Sra. de Luján, Instituto San José de Morón and the Instituto Peralta Ramos de Mar del Plata. Also present were members of the Executive Commission of the Argentinean Federation of Marist Ex-Students and Brother Carmelo Maggioni (National Liaison person).

12/12/2005 - Brazil
profession of Brother Valdir Gugiel in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 

TOTAL COMMITMENT TO GOD THROUGH THE IDEAL OF MARCELLIN
The church community of Santa Isabel, Rio das Antas-SC, experienced an intensely joyful and profoundly meaningful event on the 19th November 2005 during the perpetual profession of Brother Valdir Gugiel.

The celebration was prepared by the Province’s Vocations Ministry and Animation Committee which had organised a vocation week in the schools and parishes of the region. Moreover, Brother Valdir’s parents surpassed themselves in preparing a feast for over 400 people which followed the Eucharistic celebration of the perpetual profession.

The Eucharistic celebration, solemn and well animated, was concelebrated by the local parish priest and by a Marist Father. It gathered together parents and friends, faithful from the parish, a large number of confrères, young Marists in formation and collaborators in Marist works. The church was full. Brother Valdir Gugiel pronounced his perpetual vows before the Brother Provincial who received them in the name of the Brother Superior General. The ceremony left everybody with feelings of optimism, commitment, faith sharing, generosity and confidence, all dispositions of Mary, our Good Mother and of Marcellin Champagnat, in response to the Lord who calls and sends.

Highlights of the celebration were the procession during which the parents offered their son to the Lord; the profession of vows as well as the presentation of the Constitutions, the ring and the cross by the Brother Provincial and the parents of Brother Valdir; the presentation of the symbols for the mission at the offertory; the words of the celebrants, of the Brother Provincial and of Brother Valdir himself; the review of Brother Valdir’s life, giving evidence of his jovial personality and his sense of humour, as one of his sisters remarked; the singing of the Salve Regina by the brothers and those in formation at the end of the Mass; and finally the joyous and warm welcome shown to the newly professed and to the Marist family.

13/12/2005 - Spain
Marcellin, the story continues 

BEING MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE PERSONALITY OF CHAMPAGNAT 
In 2001, the brothers of Catalonia offered the other Spanish Marist Provinces an activity that had been developed in their schools; its name: “Marcellin. And the story continues”. They sought to make the teachers of the schools more familiar with the personality, the history, the charism… of Father Champagnat. Soon they started to apply this initiative in other places of Spain, where they fixed the following objectives: A) to deepen the understanding of the personality of Marcellin in today’s setting; B) to celebrate with other educators who feel invited to be disciples of Marcellin Champagnat; C) to have some time for sharing and reflection; D) to be renewed as educators in a Marist pedagogical style; E) to be faithful to the intuitions that his charism asks of us today.
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In the Province of Mediterránea, the invitation to participate was also extended to animators and catechists. 

On the 24th and 25th November, one of these meetings took place in Guardamar (Alicante) for the teachers of the Levante zone; twenty-six took part. Up till now, two hundred people, in seven groups, have participated in these Marist formation meetings in the Province of Mediterránea alone. The number per group is limited to thirty participants.

The modules last for fifteen hours. There is time for meeting, sharing and pondering… and all in family atmosphere. The methodology is dynamic, group centred, creative, active, participative and respectful of the ambiance of silence. 

The development of this activity has been entrusted to a team of three brothers, experts in the life and charism of Marcellin, and some laypeople who are very familiar with Marist life. The feedback at the end of each session has been positive and satisfactory. 

In this session at Guardamar, an Italian brother took part with the idea of taking this initiative to Italy.

14/12/2005 - Brazil
Perpetual profession of five brothers and six first professions in Rio Grande do Sul 

I AM YOUR SERVANT 
In 2005, five brothers committed themselves with the perpetual vows in the Province: Br. Tarcísio Posthinger (Angola), Br. Sandro Baruffi (Lajeado - 29/10), Br. Sandro Bobrzyk (Santo Ângelo - 13/11), Br. Altenir Pimentel (Santana do Livramento - 27/11) and Br. Elio Liesenfeld (Porto Alegre - 10/12). 

The Marist Brothers welcome six new religious 
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On the 8th December, during a ceremony at the Marcellin Champagnat Institute (Novitiate) at Passo Fundo, the Province of Rio Grande do Sul welcomed six new members. The brothers pronounced their vows of poverty, chastity and obedience in the presence of Brother Lauro Hochscheidt, Provincial.

Their profession marks the end of their two years of Novitiate, a period of prayer, of meditation, of pastoral work and of community life. The newly professed will continue their formation at Viamão. In 2006, they will be doing their scholasticate during which they will continue their studies to deepen especially the mission of a Marist apostle, It will be during this time that the brothers will choose the professional courses they wish to do. 

The profession ceremony started at ten o’clock in the morning in the presence of the parents of the new brothers. 

The new brothers are: Brother Fernando Filippin (União da Serra), Brother Gerson Manoel Dresch (Campina das Missões/RS), Brother Jauri Roque Mallmann (Campina das Missões), Brother Leandro Paiz (Ciríaco), Brother Manuir José Mentges (Campina das Missões), Brother Venícius Marostega da Veiga (Santo Ângelo)

15/12/2005 - Argentina
Marist Province of Cruz del Sur 

PERPETUAL PROFESSION OF BROTHER CLAUDIO NIETO
The perpetual profession of Brother Claudio Nieto took place at the school in Morón, Gran Buenos Aires. During the last few years, he had his community and apostolic experience in the communities of San Rafael, Mendoza and most recently in the Colegio San José de Morón, and now Claudio has confirmed his option for Jesus Christ in a definitive way through his vowed consecration. 

He was accompanied by his family members, friends, students and around fifty brothers who had come from different parts of the country for this occasion.

With the theme of his consecration, “Set me like a seal on your heart” (Song of Songs 8, 6) Brother Claudio shared with all his vocational process from his first religious experiences as a child in youth groups in his small hometown of Calilegua in the Province of Jujuy, Argentina. He led a simple life in his hometown and the awakening of his Marist vocation led him to enter the Postulancy in 1995 and then his first profession in 1999. He expressed his gratitude towards those who had accompanied him in his growth and in his journey: family, catechists and confrères, etc. After the profession Mass, he pronounced a consecration to the Virgin Mary under the invocation of the Good Mother.

It was a sign of hope for the journey of the new Province of Cruz del Sur when we can thank God for his goodness which is reflected in the consecrated life of new brothers such as Claudio. These brothers continue to say “yes” to the project that Mary confided to a young French priest who came from a hamlet called Marlhes many years before, so that many will dedicate themselves to serve her Son among those of “his people” who are most in need.

A banquet organised on the college playing fields united members of Claudio’s family, brothers, friends and families from the school community for this feast of the Marist family.

16/12/2005 - Kenya
Course for formators in Nairobi (2005-2006) 

BUILDING THE FUTURE TOGETHER
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We begin our journey in our newly formed community to build our future together and to make it alive. At the same time, we are reminded of the aims our Brothers in the Religious Life Commission in Rome, which the three team members have set before us. We strive for the best we can do in the training we are undertaking for Formators. The aims are as follows:

a. Prepare and send out Formators in response to the 20th General Chapter's invitation to us to engage in a dynamic process of transformation, refounding and adaptation of the Institute.

b. Each Brother participant will be invited to place his central priority on lighting the fire of passion for Jesus in his life through personal growth, building community and securing useful tools for the task that he will perform as a formator.

We experience the richness of life in our diverse community which consists of sixteen different nationalities. Through prayers, group sessions, community meetings and sports, we share our common ideas, visions and hopes. By doing so, we become open to learn and discern the many directions in which the Spirit is moving us. In other words, we allow ourselves to be transformed by the light we experience in the daily events that give us nourishment especially those moments when we share important things about our life journey and various aspects of our respective cultures. 

Our motto, “Building the future together”, offers us many possibilities of integrating new insights grasped day by day and those which are already a part of our personal growth. We see these as good signs indicating the success of the process we are following with the help of our three Brothers in the team and the presenters of the different workshops. 

We feel that our growth and strength as a group and as individuals emerge from the activities we do together in the program and the openness we share among ourselves in many things.

We are also aware of the support and the prayers our Brothers in the whole Institute are offering for the success of the course. We thank you all for sharing that brotherly love. There is no doubt that you are with us in spirit as we walk the road in preparation for our future ministries. We place great hope in the work we will be doing as formators. At the same time, we accept the fact that all of us are involved in the work of touching the lives of those people whom we are serving inside the classroom, in administration, the youth, the poor, the sick and those in Formation houses. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to widen our horizon in the ministry of formation. We know that we are doing very well in many other areas in our apostolate. However, we are also confronted by the fact that in some Provinces, Districts and Sectors, only few young men show interest in our way of life. 

Let us continue to pray that the Lord will inspire the hearts of many young men to join us and so continue living the dream of our Founder Marcellin Champagnat today and in the future.

19/12/2005 - Canada
Provincial Chapter of Canada - Second session 

THE TIME TO MAKE DECISIONS HAS COME
During the weekend of the 3rd and 4th December, the second session of the Provincial Chapter of Canada was held. The House of Our Lady at the Sanctuary of Cap-de-la-Madeleine(Quebec)welcomed the brothers and lay participants, under the presidency of Brother Réal Cloutier who had started his second mandate in the middle of the year. On this occasion, the brothers had invited nine laypeople in order to specify together Province lines of action for the following three years. 
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Brother Pedro Herreros brought to the Chapter the greetings of the Superior General and his Council, as well as the orientations that the General Conference and regional context offer to the Province. Brother Réal Cloutier evaluated the programme that he had presented at the start of his mandate and the tasks planned for the future. “As the Superior General had repeated to us at the General Conference, the time to make decisions has come. In our Province, we cannot allow ourselves to wait another ten years to transmit the Marist charism to the next generations.”

Five groups of capitulants studied the propositions in the domains of vitality and viability, of mission, of laypeople and various other initiatives. In general, there were words of encouragement for the Provincial and his Council for the initiatives that they have developed and for those that are being realised: the transfer of Haiti to the region of Central America, interprovincial community among young Canadians, meeting of a number of groups of lay Marists under the name of the Marist Movement of Quebec, the project of Valcartier for the animation of young people, the hiring of a layperson to co-ordinate Province pastoral ministry, etc. These propositions encourage the continued shared mission with laypeople in looking for the most adequate structures to promote it, to set up renewed communities welcoming and open to young people, to make the brothers ready to move according to the needs of the mission, to participate actively in the International Marist Mission Assembly, etc.

The final celebration of the Chapter was developed around a significant gesture of “building and rebuilding the Hermitage.” All participants were invited to say once more what they were ready to contribute to their task of bringing a stone to the building in construction.

20/12/2005 - Brazil
Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 

FIRST RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
The Novitiate, Mary Mother of the Church, at Campinas/SP, Brazil, the brothers and laypeople of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul, celebrated the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary on the 8th December 2005 with joy, enthusiasm and happiness. Two novices, Edílson Luís Leorato and Sandro Miguel Prandi, pronounced their first vows in the presence of Brother Provincial, during a Eucharist celebrated in the parish church of Santa Cruz where the Novitiate is situated.

About 280 people participated in the beautiful and solemn eucharistic celebration: parents, about thirty confrères from the Province, young people in formation, novices from other congregations, friends and young people from the vocations ministry. A fraternal meal was celebrated afterwards in the Our Lady of Medianeira Institute, close to the Novitiate, in an artistic ambiance and with a tastefully chosen menu.

The event aroused sentiments of gratitude in the hearts of those present; it recalled memories and refreshed the love felt by those who had consecrated themselves at their own first profession in the past; it revived the faith and confidence of all in the love of God who calls each person; it encouraged a church climate favourable to vocations. We pray God, by the intercession of Mary Immaculate, patroness of the Archdiocese of Campinas, for the fidelity of these two young brothers. May their action indicate to others how to follow Christ according to the Marist charism and the radical character of their baptism!

21/12/2005 - Spain
Perpetual Profession of Brother Federico Gómez Bueno 

RELIGIOUS CONSECRATION IS A GIFT AND SERVICE TO OTHERS THROUGH THE EDUCATION OF THE LEAST FAVOURED
The locality of Algemesi (Valencia, Spain) has witnessed once more the perpetual consecration to God in the Marist vocation of one of its sons. In effect, Brother Federico Gómez had chosen the Basilica of San Jaime to profess his perpetual vows on the 8th December.

About forty brothers, including all of the Provincial Council, from different places of the Province of Mediterránea were present at his profession. Also present were the parents of Brother Federico Gómez, several parents of students from the Marist school in the city, members of two fraternities, teachers, catechists, etc. More than three hundred people wanted to participate in the joy of Brother Federico Gómez on this unforgettable day. Seven priests concelebrated the Eucharist; some came from Murcia, the city in which Brother lives. 

In his speech, Federico spoke of his desire to offer himself more intimately to the Lord. He gave thanks to God and to the Blessed Virgin for his vocation, as well as to his parents, his formators and the communities that helped him discover the plans that God has for him. Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial, gave the homily. He stressed the value of religious consecration as a gift and service to others through the education of the least favoured.

A meal concluded this profound action, carried out with simplicity but which was also a form of catechesis offered to the people of Algemesi, who have already given many Marist Brothers. At the end of the meal, the father of Federico shared some very moving words.

Brother Federico Gómez Bueno was born in 1976. Coming from the Marist college of his city, he went to the Novitiate at Torrente. He pronounced his first vows in 1998 at Valence. He is presently a member of the community of Murcia-La Merced and he is studying Religious Sciences at the Faculty of Theology of Murcia. He is at the same time active in the school catechesis.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year





Feliz Navidad e Próspero Año Nuevo 


Joyeux Noël et bonne année


Feliz Natal e Próspero Ano Novo


Auguri per un Santo Natale ed un Felice Anno Nuovo


Fröhliche Weihnacten und ein fröhes Neues Jahr


Selamat Hari Raya natal dan Tahun Baru


Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon


Natale Hilare et Nahum Faustum
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