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General council calendar

January and February 2006

Work of Commissions and Committees

From the 3rd January to the 15th February, all the members of the General Council are involved in the Plenary Session at Rome. The members of the General Council take advantage of this time to work in Commissions and Committees to which they belong, as well as holding meetings that count on the presence of all the General Council.

The breakdown of the planned agenda is as follows:

· 11th January: regular Council meeting.

· 12th to 14th January: meeting with the General Councils of the four branches of the Marist family in Manziana. 

· Week of the 16th to the 20th January: meeting of the international group who are preparing the project “Mission ad gentes”. 

· 19th and 20th January: meeting of the General Council with representatives of the Provincial Council of L’Hermitage concerning the refurbishment project of Marist places. 

· 25th January: regular Council meeting.

· 14th February: regular Council meeting.

As well as these meetings of the General Council, there is a meeting planned from the 23rd to the 28th February for the Commission that is preparing the document requested by the XX General Chapter on Marist Apostolic Spirituality.

WORKSHOP ON THE EVANGELICAL USE OF MATERIAL GOODS

Marist International Centre — Nairobi
 

From Brother Spiridion Ndanga, Community superior
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The XXth General Chapter mandated the General Council "to establish a plan of discernment covering the evangelical use of material goods (EUG) in the Institute, and to accompany its implementation in each Province" (CL 48.5). The General Council appointed a commission to draw up the plan, and approved the latter in February in 2004. Since then, the plan is being implemented in the Provinces of the Institute.

The Marist International Centre, being an inter-provincial formation house, had no opportunity to be introduced to the plan. Thus the Formation team at MIC invited a member of the Commission of EUG to help us to learn about the plan of discernment for EUG. It goes without saying that the introduction of the plan during initial formation is the best way to have it applied later in communities. Brother Maurice Berquet, chairman of the commission of the EUG, accepted to animate the workshop on the subject from December 19 to 21, 2005. We are grateful to Brother Maurice and to the General Council, which made Brother Maurice available to run the workshop.

The workshop was really a gift for Christmas. We were reminded that our goods are to be used at the service of the Kingdom, that "there is no Christian poverty if it does not originate from a passion for God", that detachment from goods is the following of the example of Jesus Christ, "although he was rich, he became poor for our sake so that we should become rich through his poverty" (2 Cor 8:9). Is this not the mystery of Christmas? Other values were pointed out, namely: trust in Providence, a lifestyle that is characterized by work, a simple lifestyle, solidarity with the poor, acting realistically in the use of our goods, family spirit, respect for creation, and the promotion of justice. We were introduced to the method used in the drawing up of the plan: see, judge, decide and evaluate.

One of the discoveries in this workshop was huge amount allocated to the formation in MIC and the origin of our income. The huge amount needed to run the Centre is proof of the interest the Brothers attach to formation. That the income comes from the work of the Brothers makes us grateful to the Institute and commits us to live a simple lifestyle in order to lighten the financial burden upon those who provide for our subsistence and formation.

We have realised that this workshop is only a starting point in the discernment on the use of material goods. Brother Maurice would have laboured m vain, if this first step were not followed by others. Thus we commit ourselves to implementing the plan in Marist International Centre as a way of renewing our religious life, since the evangelical use of material goods constitutes "a key element in refounding projects".

  

Report written by Br. Garikayi Kasirayi 

Sitting with some brothers at the table on an afternoon before the start of the workshop on the Evangelical Use of Goods, one of the brothers passed a comment that can reflect some ideas that brothers took with into the workshop. 

One brother said, "Is this workshop on the Evangelical Use of 1000Ksh?"; the other commented, "It is good for the formators, because they are the ones who misuse our cars since young brothers do not book cars". It shows different views on what some of us thought were the goods, which requires evangelical use.

With the workshop I presume that most of the misconceptions, myths and illusions were cleared, if not, then the process of discernment proposed by Br Maurice is still to take effect if we only give it time. At a personal level, part of my questions were answered if not all since no one has all the answers but God alone. In the process of discernment we will all get the answers to our questions and confusions.

Since the workshop was basically for all the brothers we explored deeper than just the material goods. This workshop opened my mind to see the evangelical use of goods with a different perspective not only using responsibly what is at my disposal but as well as considering the spiritual part of it. "It consists in a passionate love of God. There is no Christian poverty if it does not originate from a passion for God, a God who becomes all- important to me, the nucleus of my heart, my whole that is what underlies the manner of living that accompanies the soul of the poor". (Br. Basilio)

Loving God passionately is putting him at the centre of my life that will give me a great freedom a real sense of poverty that will help me to deal with my natural insecurity and consider earthly goods as relative. This God who is all loving will give me the grace to possess so that I may praise, thank, and serve him, possessing only what is necessary, or in other words possessing in an appropriate way. Possession becomes important for the lives of my brothers, for mission and for solidarity not for personal interest. The workshop was very rich in revitalizing and rectifying our understanding and our attitude towards poverty, in particular the evangelical use of goods.

The workshop came at an appropriate time to revivify our advent projects and take every opportunity this Christmas to put into practice what we heard in the workshop. Article no 29 of the Constitutions says, "We retain nevertheless, the ownership of our goods, the right to acquire more and to add our possessions the profits accruing from them". "Brothers, we belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God. God gives himself totally, in all things and he created us that we may be rich that we may possess," it is

good to be reminded that even what we call our own is part of the institute and is the money of our brothers that we use to acquire these necessities for our mission and our lives. Our poverty has to be centred on the value we have as Marist and some of these values include detachment from goods following the example of Christ, trust in the providence of God, a simple lifestyle, solidarity with the poor, our goods at the service of the kingdom, acting realistically in the use of our goods, family spirit, respect for creation and the promotion of justice and peace all these discerned in the context of our cultural heritages back ground differences, social, political and economic situations in which we find ourselves will help us to discern properly how well to use our goods.

Among the values mentioned above, fraternities where asked to go and discern two which they think God is calling us to develop in our situation and country of Kenya and the fraternities came up with family spirit and solidarity with the poor dominating most fraternities. The other values include respect for the creation; the promotion of justice and acting realistically in the use of our goods were equally supported in the plenary session. As it was evidence during the workshop we are at the starting point a key element for the re-foundation, which is necessary for the whole institute and can be achieved through sharing of experiences to help one another.

  

My reaction on the workshop

Br. Stanislaus 

The opportunity of this workshop on the Evangelical use of Goods was very important and helped me in a variety of ways. It was a necessary piece of information that I would have felt missing if l passed through the Marist International Centre without having it. It gave me an opportunity to go deeper and reflect on the most-abused and misunderstood vow of our time - the vow of poverty.

In our world today characterized by individualism, consumerism, corruption and all form of vices together with the developments in science and technology etc, a young religious like me who is called to live this vow of poverty feels challenged in many ways. There is always that invitation by the modern media to possess the best, fashionable, flashy and luxurious items and even more than we might need. There is always that tendency to feel to belong to the middle or the bourgeois classes. There is always that invitation to relate with those types of people in society because with our way of life, we feel more comfortable with them. I see that these forces prevent me from living out my vow of poverty, which is a choice I made. In many occasions I look for justifications on my acts, which do not actually reflect my vow of poverty. Sometimes, being a brother seems to be a status-seeking venture and the mission behind is forgotten.

Another touching issue to me was the answer to the question "Where does the money we spend in the Marist International Centre come from?" As a student in this Centre, I have always thought very little about this. The simple answer that it comes from the sweat of some of our brothers was really shocking. This revelation was good so that I can really understand how many brothers were collaborating so that I may get an education and good formation. I have become very grateful to those brothers who generously help me and the other young brothers here. I then desire to also do the same for others when I finish my studies and formation here.

The 10 Values of the plan of discernment really helped me a lot to evaluate myself. It helped me to return to the right path that I chose freely and voluntarily. Its calls on detachment, trusting in providence, work, living a simple lifestyle, promotion of justice, family spirit and solidarity with the poor amid others were really very appealing to me and I feel that I need to start to do the right thing and live out my religious poverty in the right way that will help me to live out the gospel as a true witness of Jesus Christ.
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