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04/01/2006 - France
France celebrates the centenary of the separation of the Churches and the State 

A grateful remembrance of the Congregation to the French Marist Brothers
Coinciding with the fortieth anniversary of the closure of the Second Vatican Council, on the 12th December 2005 the centenary of the law of separation of the Church and the State was celebrated in France. It has been a century since the Republic abruptly emancipated itself from the influence of Christianity after various centuries of incidents in which the Churches and the State were involved.

For the Marists, this event has a particular significance because before celebrating this centenary, various Provinces and countries have also celebrated the centenary of the start of Marist works in their lands as a consequence of the presence of French Marist Brothers who had to leave their country due to the events in their country that concluded with the promulgation of this law.

The years 1901 – 1904, in France, are only a phase of the open war between the “public school” or “public teaching” and the “congregational or free teaching”, a conflict that started in 1880. The expression “free teaching” started in France between 1800 and 1830 with the birth in France of about twenty religious congregations of lay brothers, consecrated exclusively to schools. At the same time as the male congregations, hundreds of female congregations started with the same objective in many towns and cities through the initiative of parish priests, in such a way that “free teaching” and “congregational teaching” were the expression of the same reality, described also by the expressions “fight against free teaching” and “fight against the teaching congregations”.

This was a catastrophic moment without precedent for the congregations and the tens of thousands of their members. Some requested an authorisation that was refused; others submerged into secrecy and even in exile. Hundreds of convents, colleges and schools were closed and, thousands of religious and a good number of their students went to bordering countries from the shores of the Mediterranean and even as far away as Canada, United States of America, Latin America, Japan and Australia. This was a sad exile, but also one that aroused a missionary spirit.” (Le grand exil)

This conflict lasted until the Debré law promulgated in 1959. In a few years (1962 – 1965) the Second Vatican Council recognised a new conception of religious life announced sixty years before by the secularisation of the French religious.

But in the political and religious history of France, marked by revolutions, coups and emigrations, one had easily forgotten this exile of thousands of religious at the end of the 19th century and the start of the 20th century. This is a fact that cannot be denied because these exiles had taken with them the pedagogy, the language and the books of France. “But the effects of this underestimated exile were never assessed, the last one that had marked the troubled political-religious history of France.”

The Marist memory

The Marist Brothers who have celebrated throughout the last twenty years the centenaries of the first brothers in their country, the majority of them French, have spoken of this exile as a significant act.

I would like to mention especially two works that refer to these events. Firstly, the book Le grand exil des congrégations religieuses françaises (1901 – 1914), in which Brother André Lanfrey had collaborated with an article entitled Expatriation et sécularisations congréganistes, published by Èditions du Cerf (2005). This volume reproduces the reflection of the Conference organised by l’Institut d’histoire du christianisme, le Centre André-Latreille, le Laboratoire Diasporas, of the University of Toulouse-Le Mirall, l’Institut universitaire de France in collaboration with the Centre universitaire d’études québécoises of the Laval University of Quebec. In its five chapters, this book tries to explain the legislation of 1901 to 1914 and the responses that the congregations had given before inviting the reader to follow the religious on their journeys of exile.

Brother Michele Gaetano Vinai is also the author of a book in Italian of more than three hundred pages, entitled, Un secolo di lotte per l’insegnamento libero in Francia published by the Stampa Universitaria Nazionale, in April 2005.

Brother Michele Gaetano Vinai wrote this history motivated by his own experience. When I was a young teacher in Rome, I had as ‘colleagues’ about ten of these brothers exiled from France in 1903.

A little bit older than twenty years of age and wanting to maintain their promise made to God, guilty of nothing, they had preferred exile. I will always remember their calm, smiling faces, expressing openness to all, simple men, sought by all and of an enviable human equilibrium. They spoke Italian without the shadow of a foreign accent, such that their students did not doubt that they were not Italian. All of these brothers returned to France in 1939, at the start of the Second World War. 

And he concluded with these words: I am writing so that your memory may never be forgotten by those who follow, because it is an historical patrimony that we must conserve.

Symposium on the Marist mission in Europe

The Symposium on the Marist mission in Europe, convoked by the General Council’s Mission Commission and held at the Hermitage from the 27th to the 30th December 2003, was a time of reflection of Marists in Europe before the celebration of which I have spoken here.

While we commemorate the one hundred years of the Combes law which had its consequences so important for the life of the Institute, the Symposium, whose motto was Share the history, build the future, decided to celebrate with recognition the contribution of the Marist Brothers of France to the entire world and to reflect on the future glimpsed today for the Marists in Europe. The conclusions of the meeting opened the way for a process already commenced to prepare the celebration of the First International Marist Mission Assembly (2007), at Mendes in Brazil, an Assembly that will be preceded by regional meetings.

The Symposium brought together forty participants (brothers and laypeople) who represented the current five Provinces of Europe and the General Administration. Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, presided at a ceremony of recognition towards the brothers of France for their contribution to the Institute from 1903 onwards. A ceramic mural, installed in the Hermitage, concretely expresses our gratitude. 

05/01/2006 - Mexico
México Central celebrates its XIII Provincial Chapter 

Brother Fernando Mejía starts his second mandate as Provincial of México Central
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From the 21st to the 23rd December, the capitulants met in Tlalpan for the Provincial Chapter which marked the start of the second mandate of Brother Fernando as Provincial of the Province of México Central.

Since the XX General Chapter exhorted us to Choose Life, as a Province we started a journey of dialogue and reflection in order to achieve this goal. We are aware that to Choose life, one day is not enough, and that there needs to be more than just speaking or writing about it as it involves constant efforts in personal situations and structures that can lead us to death. We are moving forward but there is still a long way to go.

In preparation for this XIII Provincial Chapter, we took up again the calls from the previous Provincial Chapter in order to encourage the continuation of this journey in an open and fraternal dialogue. As a Chapter, we felt we needed to identify more clearly the obstacles and the situations and structures that are not helping us to choose life more fully. For this we formed seven commissions with the proposal that each one identify these problem areas and then together in a following session we could agree on the challenges that we must face as a Province and the new steps we need to take. The seven commissions correspond to the five calls of the XX General Chapter and two more that were asked to study the evangelical use of goods and the Chapter Rules and Norms to be applied.

The Provincial Council was also elected and the members of this Council are: Roberto Carrillo García, Miguel Ángel Espinosa Barrera, Ricardo Reynoso Ramírez, Icnacio Sánchez Guillén, Javier Salcedo Camarena, Marco Antonio Soto Sánchez. (in alphabetical order)

Brother Antonio Ramalho, General Councillor, was also present during the celebration of our Chapter.

We are ready to continue in dialogue, proposing and seeing ourselves as instruments of the God of life to look after each one of our brothers and the vitality of our Province. May Mary accompany us and the Spirit illumine our path in choosing life.

09/01/2006 - General House
Br. Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General 

Message for the 189th anniversary of the foundation of the institute
The celebration of our patronal feast day, 2nd January, helps us to look into our origins in the liturgical spirit of Christmas. 

All the commentators on Luke and Matthew discover in Mary, in Joseph, in old Simeon, in the prophetess Anna and in the shepherds the representatives of the tradition and spirituality of the anawim: the poor of Yahweh. 

Luke, in particular, notes two fundamental attitudes of this spirituality: a profound faith full of trust in God and a wisdom that allows them to read the actions of God in the simple events of their personal story and life. In the simplicity of life in Nazareth, in the prayer and continuous service in the Temple, Mary, Joseph, Simeon and Anna were waiting for the manifestation of the consolation and redemption of God. In the midst of the troubled socio-political situation of the people of Israel living under Roman occupation, they knew how to read the signs of the times: a poor baby, a manger, two doves, a fragile woman, a poor rural worker, an immigrant family, a capricious and merciless king. Only in the experience of a profound faith, brought into light by daily prayer, purified in a humble, austere and simple life and in the generous service to others, was it possible for them to recognise Christ, the Messiah in such simple and unexpected circumstances. 

The same faith and spiritual sensitivity of these anawim were lived by Saint Marcellin and his disciples on the 2nd January 1817. Brother Jean-Baptiste gives some cues about this founding community:

* the first brothers were very simple, with little education, but they felt in close communion with their leader, Father Champagnat. 

* The love of prayer, the simplicity and austerity of life, the fervour (passion, we say today) in mutual service and in the instruction of the children in the faith;

In a word, our foundation experience was a religious, fraternal and apostolic experience lived in the greatest of fervour, in unforgettable passion.

Today, 189 years after our foundation, we need to look once again at our Christian and Marist origins to renew ourselves in this founding fervour. We need to look within, to see the signs of the times today. Then, indeed, we find the sign of our martyrs. Let’s take some examples:

* Henri Vergès – a small library, a humble service in a presence of friendship and dialogue with the Muslim youth who were seeking to give a deeper meaning to their life, a Christian and Marist spirituality lived in growing fidelity every day, a testimony of a simple, austere and community life. What is the life and death of Henri crying out to us all on this 189th anniversary of our foundation? Henri Vergès, martyr of religious dialogue.

* Brother Etienne Rwesa: a Marist leader matured in the service of his brothers and of the Church and in the education of young people of Rwanda and the Congo. A life growing towards fullness in the continual renewal of daily prayer, of the search for truth and of the direction of souls. In the circumstances of extreme gravity in which surged the Rwandan genocide, Etienne took once more the initiative of a leader to save a group of young religious sisters from death. Etienne died as a martyr of charity. 

* Brothers Chris Mannion and Joseph Rushigajiki, murdered a short distance from the community of brothers whom they were trying to rescue from a sure death. Their love of their brothers was stronger than human prudence. Martyrs of fraternity. 

* There are so many other names: martyrs of Bugobe, martyrs of China, martyrs of Spain, etc. 

These martyrs are only the more visible witnesses of the actual vitality of our Marist charism and spirituality. 

Today is a good occasion to meditate with a humble heart and ask ourselves with confidence: What is the Spirit crying out to us all? What is the service that this General Administration must give to our dear Institute to become forever more faithful to this rich heritage and to help live our mission today with passion?

May Saint Marcellin and the first brothers who formed this founding community help us to deepen our faith and teach us the wisdom to continue to be “Champagnat” today.

Rome, January 2nd, 2006

11/01/2006 - Colombia
II Provincial Chapter of the Province of Norandina 

Major lines of action for the next three years
The Province of Norandina celebrated its second Provincial Chapter from the 28th December 2005 until the 2nd January 2006 in Chinauta in Colombia. Brother Laurentino Albalá started his second mandate as Provincial during this Chapter. Thirty-five brothers, representing the three countries of Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela, worked together with a group of eight laypeople and some brothers who were not capitulants in the discernment of the “major lines of action” for the next three years. Each one of the five animation commissions presented the work accomplished in the last three years and the suggestions for the future: Brothers and Communities, Youth Vocation Ministry, Education Ministry, Initial Formation and Finance Ministry. The Lay Formation Team of Colombia also presented what it had accomplished and the tasks that are still pending. 
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On the 1st January, the Provincial Council was elected: Brothers Libardo Garzón and César Rojas, for Colombia, Crescenciano González and Pau Fornells, for Ecuador, and Antonio Eguía and José Luis Sebastián, for Venezuela.

The Chapter ended with the approval of the Norms of the Province and with the choice of priorities for the next three years.

13/01/2006 - Switzerland
Marist presence before the Committee of the Rights of the Child 

Marist to Geneva 
As part of the period of formation and preparation for this new mission in the promotion and defence of the Rights of Children and Adolescents, Brother Dominick Pujia, Director of BIS and Brother César Henríquez, his delegate, visited Geneva to continue the reflection and the dialogue about the agreement of collaboration between the Marist Brothers and Franciscans International.

This agreement was signed in March 2005 between John Quigley, OFM, of Franciscans International and Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, to collaborate before various organisations of the United Nations in the common search for the respect and the promotion of the rights of people in most need. On the part of the Marist Brothers, our interests incline towards the promotion and defence of the Rights of Children.

During the visit, we had the opportunity to meet with people in Geneva from different institutions that have years of experience working in favour of Human Rights: UNICEF, The Quakers’ Office at the United Nations, World Vision, a Group of NGOs for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance. We also had the opportunity to meet with people from the offices of the United Nations’ Human Rights High Commission. Mr Jorge Bustamante, from Mexico and an ex-student of the Marist Brothers in that country, is currently the Special Reporter for the Human Rights of Migrants, showing particular interest in the situation of young people of the “maras” (gangs) in Central America. This point was further discussed with Marcelo Daher, who is working on a project of the Secretary General of the United Nations entitled “A Study of Violence against Children”.

The visit helped to contribute more elements to the reflection on this new task of the Institute that responds to the calls of the XX General Chapter (XX CG 46.8). Together with the Brothers of the General Council, Brothers Dominick and César from BIS have proposed the lines of action that will orientate our presence and work in Geneva, and the proposals for the animation and support of the work that is being realised in the Administrative Units.

15/01/2006 - General House
Contribution of the Bureau of Publications 

Documents of the 7th General Conference on DVD
The Institute’s Bureau of Publications has finished printing the Opening Address and Closing Address given by Brother Seán Sammon during the 7th General Conference at Negombo (Sri Lanka). The appearance of the document is similar to that of the letter of convocation to the Conference Life-giving leadership. 

A DVD has also been produced that contains all the documents of the 7th General Conference, a daily chronicle and photographs. These documents form twelve blocks:

1. History of the General Conferences

2. Preparation and organisation of the 7th General Conference

3. Programme of the 7th General Conference

4. Chronicle of the Conference

5. Documents of the 7th General Conference

6. Works, development

7. Photographs

8. Prayers and liturgies during the Conference

9. Participants

10. Logo of the Conference

11. Final evaluation

12. Messages sent to the Conference

The DVD has been organised according to the model of a web page so that it is easier to find the documents. A summarised presentation returns to the most important links.

The abundance of the documentation from the preparation of the meeting obliges us to use a support that is more generous than a CD to gather all the documentation on one disk.

This multimedia document and edition 34 of FMS Message, which is at the printers, will allow us to pass on the works and the reflection of the Conference so that the brothers are better aware of it.

The printed booklet of the two addresses is already available to the brothers in the Provinces as well as the DVD which has been sent to Provincials for use and distribution.

16/01/2006 - General House
Evaluation of a year’s activity on our site 

More than a million pages visited in 2005
In 2005, the site www.champagnat.org received 296,092 visits with a monthly average that varied from 19,181 in February to 31,054 in September.

Each day of July, an average of 654 visitors visited our site to browse through about 2,627 pages; on the other hand, in September, the number of visitors rose to 1,035 and they visited 6,011 pages daily. 

The interest of visitors is reflected in the total number of pages visited which reached 1,344,018, of which 81,448 were in July and 180,326 were in September. 

It is clearly apparent that the VII General Conference was the event that aroused the most interest in the Institute concerning our site. By assuring fresh and daily information during this month, we retained the attention of our regular visitors who remained faithful to this daily rendezvous with the information and we attracted new visitors for whom the General Conference was a moment of hope. 

17/01/2006 - Liberia / Cameroon
Three perpetual professions in the District of West Africa 

Three brothers have consecrated themselves fully to the Lord
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The District of West Africa has been blessed because three of its brothers have consecrated themselves fully to the Lord.

In Liberia

On the 8th December, feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, Brother Augustine Martin, of Liberia, pronounced his perpetual vows in our Institute. Brother Seán, visiting the country, received his vows. The ceremony was held in the parish where the brothers run a school where Martin is the director. 

It was a simple, moving and meaningful celebration, in which brothers, parents, many students, priests and seminarians participated with nearly all the religious of Monrovia who accompanied Martin during this very important time of his life. The religious ceremony was followed by a reception in the brothers’ school.

Brother Augustine Martin is the third brother from Liberia to make perpetual profession in the Institute. 

In Cameroon

On the 28th December 2005, Brothers John Nyuydine and Stephen Kpunsa, both from Cameroon, pronounced their perpetual vows in the parish church of St Pius X, in Tatum, a village in the North-West Province of Cameroon, where the District’s Postulancy is situated. The coadjutor archbishop of Bamenda, Archbishop Cornelius Esua Fontem presided at the ceremony and the District Superior received their vows. 

For this important occasion, John and Stephen were accompanied by the brothers from the four communities of Cameroon, parents, representatives of their respective parishes and the Christian community of Tatum who were in good numbers at the ceremony. Brother Víctor García, from the Ebebiyin community, in Equatorial Guinea, had especially made the voyage and Brother Kouassi Yao Sylvain, Assistant District Superior, represented the brothers from Ivory Coast.

This was a ceremony full of life and emotion, and which borrowed from the rich and sparkling traditions of this part of Cameroon. People also offered gifts. Many children and young people filled the huge parish church. Brothers John and Stephen are both members of the community of formators in the Postulancy which is found in this parish. The religious celebration was followed by a meal in which all took part.

On the 29th and 30th December, the two brothers were invited by their respective parishes for a solemn thanksgiving Eucharist.

19/01/2006 - General House
General Council’s Calendar: January and February 2006 

Work of Commissions and Committees
From the 3rd January to the 15th February, all the members of the General Council are involved in the Plenary Session at Rome. The members of the General Council take advantage of this time to work in Commissions and Committees to which they belong, as well as holding meetings that count on the presence of all the General Council.

The breakdown of the planned agenda is as follows:

· 11th January: regular Council meeting.

· 12th to 14th January: meeting with the General Councils of the four branches of the Marist family in Manziana. 

· Week of the 16th to the 20th January: meeting of the international group who are preparing the project “Mission ad gentes”. 

· 19th and 20th January: meeting of the General Council with representatives of the Provincial Council of L’Hermitage concerning the refurbishment project of Marist places. 

· 25th January: regular Council meeting.

· 14th February: regular Council meeting.

As well as these meetings of the General Council, there is a meeting planned from the 23rd to the 28th February for the Commission that is preparing the document requested by the XX General Chapter on Marist Apostolic Spirituality.

20/01/2006 - General House
New members of the Bureau of International Solidarity 

Meet the BIS Team
BIS is growing in “wisdom, stature, and grace” and responsibility. With the start of the New Year, we introduce the members of the Bureau of International Solidarity.

Br. Dominick Pujia (USA) is the bureau’s current director. He has completed one term and is looking forward to a second term of service to the Institute. As Director he is responsible for the overall direction for the programs and activities of BIS. In the coming year BIS will continue its fine work in project coordination and partnership building with international donors while at the same time it will be making major advances in the area of advocacy and education for justice, peace and solidarity. 

Sara Panciroli came to the bureau as administrative assistant in February 2005. In the one year she has been here she has shown an amazing ability to keep things organized and moving. She came at a difficult time with the departure of a project coordinator. She took up the challenge and while working on the duties for which she was hired, she also managed to keep the projects department moving along as well. Br. Dominick says she is “a gifted and talented person, focused on the mission of the office and the Institute. We are blessed to have her with us.” 

Br. Cesar Henriquez (Central America) comes to us from the country of El Salvador. He joined the bureau in October 2005 as the Institute’s Child Rights Advocacy Officer for human rights issues affecting children.

When not in Rome or working with different regions of the Institute educating and animating for child rights, he will be in Geneva along with other child rights NGOs and partners advocating for child rights before United Nations’ mechanisms, special procedures and agencies. 

“Br. Cesar’s work is part of the new and expanding mission of the Bureau of International Solidarity within the Institute and before international organization” says Br. Dominick. “He will help us to realize one of the founding mandates of the bureau: to encourage education and animation for justice.” Br. Cesar’s previous work has included work with the street children of Casa Alianza, Guatemala. He will work closely with Franciscans International, a faith-based NGO with 8 years of experience in human rights advocacy in Geneva. 

Angela Petenzi is our project coordinator. She is the newest member of the BIS team and comes to us with ten years of experience from VIS, an Italian based Salesian NGO which focuses on projects of development and international volunteer formation and cooperation. She has worked with several faith based and civil funding agencies and has visited and worked in many developing countries including Angola, Burundi, Congo DR, Brazil and Vietnam. She knows first-hand many of the challenges our brothers and lay colleagues face in developing regions of the world. “Angela’s presence is a welcomed relief after ten months without a project coordinator,” says Br. Dominick. Angela’s work includes assisting our brothers and lay colleagues with their projects of development and working with international partners who are interested in funding these projects. 

The New Year has begun and BIS is ready with a new team to meet the challenges the year ahead will offer.

23/01/2006 - Brazil
Retreat and professions in the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte 
Consecration as religious brothers
Given the size of the Province, two retreats were held for the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte. Both were marked by the celebration of Marist profession and renewal of vows ceremonies. Twenty-seven brothers renewed their vows, three brothers pronounced their first vows and three brothers made their final profession.

The perpetual vows of Brothers Guilherme Soares Fontes, Jair Emerson da Silva and Lúcio Gomes Dantas was attended by many of their confrères, family, friends and lay people committed to the Marist mission. The main theme of the retreat, centred on consecration, was a great help in the reflection regarding our identity as religious Brothers in our mission in the Institute and the Church. 

At the end of the retreat, as an immediate preparation for the vow ceremonies, a triduum was held during which the professed brothers could speak about their vocation and about their whole vocation process from the beginning until they made their definitive decision. In this way, more than simply sharing personal information, they motivated prayers that were offered to God in thanksgiving for the prophetic gesture of their definitive commitment to the Lord in the Marist Institute.

The brothers of the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte rejoice in the precious vocations the Lord of the harvest has sent them.

24/01/2006 - General House
Michael Flanigan, Rene Reyes, Tim Leen and Alfredo Herrera 

The Project Mission Ad Gentes has been set in motion
Brothers Michael Flanigan, Rene Reyes, Tim Leen and Alfredo Herrera, have been appointed by the General Council to set in motion the project “Mission ad gentes” as defined and presented to the Brothers Provincial and District Superiors at the VII General Conference.

Brothers Michael and Rene will assume the responsibility of Delegates of Brother Superior General for this project. Their initial objective is the search for places, especially in Asia, where the brothers who offer voluntarily to work in this project can carry out their apostolic work. Both will work very closely with Brother Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General, who will be the person who has the responsibility of following up the project.

Brothers Tim Leen and Alfredo Herrera will be respectively Director and Vice-Director of the orientation programme that will last for five months. This programme will take place in Davao City, in the Philippines. 

Brother Michael belongs to the Province of the United States of America and has been working up until now in the General Council’s Laity Commission together with Brothers Pedro Herreros, Emili Turú and Antonio Ramalho.
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Brother Rene, who belongs to the Province of the Philippines, has been Provincial Councillor and has worked in youth ministry and in the formation of aspirants. 

Brother Tim comes from the Province of New Zealand. He has lived for twenty-one years in the Pacific islands where he has been a formator for thirteen years. He has just completed his mandate as Master of Novices in Fiji. 

Brother Alfredo belongs to the Province of México Central and has worked as a missionary in the District of Korea for more than thirty years. He has been District Superior for three years and a formator in Korea and in MAPAC. 

The four brothers, Tim, Alfredo, Rene y Michael, from the 16th January, have started a series of work meetings in the General House in Rome, together with Brother Luis García Sobrado, to organise the contents of the orientation programme and the actions to be undertaken this year. 

The project “Mission ad gentes” is a result of the mission thrust promoted by the XX General Chapter based on the principles of solidarity and international co-operation. The operative plan consists in sending a significant number of brothers in the next few years to Asia as a priority, but also to Marist Provinces in need. For more information, consult the VII General Conference’s chronicle for the 9th September 2005.

25/01/2006 - Spain
New software for the management of the General Administration’s Archives 

'Archivum' will help the management of the Institute’s documents
Last December, from the 20th to the 23rd, a meeting was held for some members of the Archives Committee Rome in the Provincial House in Barcelona regarding the installation of new software soon to be in use in the General Administration of the Institute. The meeting was chaired by Brother Josep Maria Soteras and the participants included Mrs Montserrat Sanchez, assistant archivist in the Provincial House, Brother Jean Ronzon, Secretary General, Emili Turú, General Councillor, Brother Enric Carreras and our assistant archivists in the General House, Gabriela Scanavino and Manuela Lisciarelli.

The project, whose initial name was Documentum and which is now called Archivum, is nearly finished. 

Started more than a year ago, the project has as its aim the registration of various documents of the Institute through a new method of filing. In brief, it is a matter of an integrated system that foresees two different modes of usage: one of consultation and/or filing and one of visualisation. The latter will allow who ever is interested, through a web link, to access previewed publications that are open for consultation.

In January, Brother Josep Maria Soteras will be in Rome to complete the work and to start the formal presentation of the finished project. The delivery of the product to the final users in Rome and their preparation specific to its use will be primarily done by the personnel of the Archives and by Brother Enric Carreras, whose formation has been ensured in order to give correct and competent support to the various offices that will use the new programme.

27/01/2006 - Italy
Meeting of the General Councils of the four Marist branches 

As Mary did
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On the 13th and 14th January, as has been the usual case recently, a meeting took place at Manziana for the General Councils of the four Marist branches. 

This annual meeting is one of fraternal sharing about the year that has just passed. On this occasion, there was also the coincidence that the four Institutes had celebrated meetings similar to our General Conference, each with its distinct style according to the tradition of each branch. It was a rich sharing and all the participants were encouraged by the valiant choices of each one of the Institutes, always striving to be faithful to their mission and to inspire more vitality in their members.

The Marist Sisters held their congregational meeting in Mexico in early February 2005, centred mainly on the theme “Reconfiguration for life and mission”. From the start of February 2006, the congregation will move from having Provinces to being organised in three regions: Asia-Pacific, Atlantic and Europe-Africa. Each region will have a major Superior and the regions will be subdivided into sectors. 

The Marist Missionary Sisters celebrated their extended General Council meeting in Senegal during April 2005 for two weeks. During this time, they discussed the main topics of life and mission and decided to create new projects: one against human trafficking in San Diego (United States of America) and a new mission in English-speaking Africa.

The Marist Fathers met in Mexico at the start of May to celebrate its Society Council. The main themes that were treated included: renewal, restructuring, formation and mission. On the 8th December, Father Jan Hulshof, Superior General, published a circular concerning what was discussed and decided in Mexico. It is an invitation to live “with a more lively confidence”, as proposed by the title of the circular, whose subtitle specifies the contents: “The Society of Mary and its Renewal in Spirit and Body”.

30/01/2006 - France
Brother Martin Esslinger dies at the age of 93 

Assistant General during the mandate of Brother Charles Raphaël
Brother Martin Esslinger originated from Petit-Landau, Haut-Rhin, France where he was born on the 6th November 1913. In February 1929, he started his Postulancy and his Novitiate in San Maurizio (Italy), where he received the name of Louis Martin. His first vows were pronounced on the 8th September 1930. 

After a year of formation at St-Genis-Laval, he assumed numerous responsibilities in various places: Teacher in Zillisheim (1931), La Roche sur Foron (1932), St-Genis-Laval Boarding School (1933); having done his military service at Besançon (1934), he returned to teach at St Genis-Laval until 1939, the year in which he returned to the military at the start of the Second World War. 

At the end of August 1940, he worked in the teacher-training centre at Gerson (Lyon) and afterwards was appointed as Director of the St Joseph boarding school at St Genis-Laval in 1941. In 1942, he was moved to the Juniorate at St Quentin-Fallavier where he worked as a teacher and administrator and later as Director. In 1945, he was the Director of the Juniorate at Franois. 

After a year of renewal in St Quentin-Fallavier he arrived in St Genis-Laval in 1947 where he was appointed as Director. In 1958 he assumed the responsibility of leading the Province of St Genis-Laval as Provincial. 

On the 30th September 1958, he was elected as Assistant General during the XV General Chapter and represented the Provinces of Beaucamps, Hermitage, Saint Genis, Sud Est, Sud Ouest and Varennes-Orient.

In 1967 he participated in the XVI General Chapter during which he was again elected as Assistant General for the Provinces of France. On the 7th May 1971, the General Council accepted his resignation as Assistant and he was replaced by Brother Paul Sester. 

At the end of his service to the General Council, he returned to his Province of origin and was assigned to Issenheim in 1971 where he was teacher and Community Superior until his profession jubilee in 1978. After this, he still offered his services, especially in the area of finances, until he retired to St Genis-Laval in 1994. He lived quite peacefully here until his death on the 19th January 2006 at the age of ninety-three and seventy-six years of religious profession.

Brother Superior General and his Council send their heartfelt condolences to the brothers in the community of Montet and all in the Province of L’Hermitage and at the same time invite all the brothers of the Institute to offer the suffrages in accord with article number 55 of our Constitutions in thanksgiving to the Lord for the life of Louis Martin. Rest in peace. 

31/01/2006 - General House
Marist Notebooks number 22 

Publication of Champagnat’s 'Method of reading'
Edition 22 of the Marist Notebooks has just been printed with three studies and one document. The studies are the work of Brothers Edward Clisby, Aureliano Brambila and Paul Sester, all of whom are regular contributors to this collection.

The work of Brother Edward Clisby on “Marist Brothers and Maori in New Zealand” develops his previous work entitled “Marist Educators in the Pacific 1836 – 1870” offering us some characteristics of education in these geographical regions. 

The work that is offered to us today is an up-to-date resume of the history of the relationship between the Marist Brothers and the Maori people. It was commissioned by the Province of New Zealand in 1996, completed in 1999 and published under the title “The Marist Brothers and Maori: 1838 – 1908”. Through reading it, one can become aware of what happened in these lands where “in practice, it was not so simple. In the early years, the poverty of the Catholic missionaries, their lack of resources and support in a Protestant environment, their reliance on financial sources half a world away, meant that the brothers were chiefly engaged in laying the foundations of the material structure of the mission…” (page 12)
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Brother Aureliano Brambila, with a style to which we are accustomed, has collected the more significant contents of Brother Basilio’s Circular on obedience in 1975 and included them in this article entitled “Brother Basilio Rueda and his thinking on Religious Obedience”. Brother Basilio “marvellously knew how to take advantage of the Circulars, that platform from which a Superior General can make his word heard. His Circulars were magisterial, large, full of ideas, as the difficult moment required it, when the customs and much more, the mentalities were collapsing. One of those Circulars was on religious obedience.” (page 23)

Brother Paul Sester, who named his study “Champagnat and Finances”, starts his work claiming that “the study of the financial management of the Institute during Father Champagnat’s life time is not an easy task. The relevant written records have not been correctly kept. The account books still extant mix up finances with various other matters and have not been strictly followed, leaving gaps of sometimes more than a year.” (p. 45) But he adds later, “The interest of such a study is all the greater in showing, in addition to the work being done without cease at O.L. of the Hermitage, the enterprising character of Father Champagnat despite the financial difficulties with which his undertaking was strewn.” (pages 48, 49)

This edition of Marist Notebooks finishes with the publication of “New principles of reading as used by the Brothers of Mary” also known as the “Method of Reading” composed by Marcellin and his brothers, preceded by a work of Brother Maurice Bergeret realised with the desire to recover “our old Marist works on reading as on many other subjects of teaching.” (page 67)

The importance of this text, whose forty-second edition was announced in the Circular dated the 11th November 1916 and of which scarce copies remain, rests in that Brother “Jean-Baptiste Furet, Marcellin Champagnat’s first historian, makes it clear that the method of reading is one of the three elements inseparable from the fidelity of the first brothers to their vocation.” (page 66) Without doubt this contribution from Brother Maurice will generate a great deal of interest in coming to a greater awareness of one of the most significant pedagogical documents of our origins. And if some publishing house were to decide to include this in its catalogue as a remarkable pedagogical work contributed by the Marist Institute, it would surely merit its place in the History of Pedagogy.
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