	[image: image6.png]



	UPDATE
	Number 213
	Rome, April 28th, 2006
	page  6



	
[image: image7.jpg]



	UPDATE
	213

	
	P.le M. Champagnat, 2 - C.P. 10250 - 00144  RomE      www.champagnat.org

Tel. (39) 06 545 171 - Fax (39) 06 545 17 217 – Email: publica@fms.it
	April 28 

2006


SELECTION OF NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE
April 1st – 15th, 2006
General House - 15/04/2006

Seán D. Sammon, Superior General

EASTER MESSAGE 
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While visiting one of our Marist schools several years ago, I met a young man by the name of Tim. He was a good student, a fine athlete, a person who made friends easily. Tim’s request that I help him with his senior project was the initial reason for causing us to stay in touch over time; his topic: the Church and ecology. I agreed to do what I could and once back in Rome I found some references and sent them along. Shortly thereafter Tim graduated, went on to university, and by all reports was doing well. 

During his first year I received word that Tim had mistakenly dived into shallow water while swimming during a student trip. He had broken his neck and was paralyzed. I phoned and wrote to him during the weeks that followed as he moved from hospital to rehab center. To this day, I can recall a comment that he made during a phone conversation shortly after sustaining his injury. “I spent 19 years preparing for one kind of life,” he told me, “and in but a few seconds had to face the fact that the life I would be living was to be totally different indeed.” 

Today we mark the feast of Easter. Annually we celebrate its rituals, listen to its readings, and perhaps now and then pledge ourselves to take seriously its meaning. But rarely are we forced, as was Tim, to consider the cost of doing so. For the fact that we may celebrate Easter year after year as individuals and as an Institute but show little appreciable change in ourselves suggests that its message still has not penetrated our thinking, made a difference in our actions, transformed our hearts for the better. 

So, this evening we must ask: what does Easter 2006 require of our Institute, all associated with it, and of you and me? For example, we talk these days about reclaiming the spirit of the Hermitage. But will the challenge that rests at the heart of that commitment remain forever a poetic notion or are we willing personally and as a group to pay the price that we must to make our own the spirit of that place and house that Marcellin built? And to do so in a world marked increasingly by violence and religious intolerance, and when so many of us individually and all of us collectively appear at times to lack the necessary courage, spirit of sacrifice, and simple faith in God to do what must be done to witness to the risen Lord? 

The feast of Easter is all about conversion. It is a summons from God to stop talking about a change of heart and to start taking the steps necessary to make it happen. And that fact frightens most of us; we sense its implications. For true conversion is much more than window dressing, rather it entails a conscious and fundamental choice, at times a complete about face from all that has been familiar in your life and mine. 

So, how do we change our hearts? Through the process of religious conversion, what Jesuit philosopher Bernard Lonergan describes it as a falling in love with God, a complete and total surrender to God. The feast of Easter reminds us of the price that each of us and our Institute will pay if we are serious about making this process of conversion our own. Like Jesus, it will be nothing less than our lives. For God’s reign can never be equated with business as usual. Taken seriously, it offers us that troubling vision of a community of discipleship that is radically countercultural. But isn’t genuine love always troubling, always paradoxical, always ironic? How can it be otherwise since it too calls for a conversion of heart? 

This feast of Easter, giving witness to the fact that the risen Lord is as present with us today as he was in the community of early disciples, takes us back to this truth: nothing is more consequential than falling in love with God in a quite absolute, final way. For to do so seizes our imagination, changes our hearts and lives, decides everything. And it is only with a heart so changed that you and I will be able to truly practice justice. 

You may wonder what happened to Tim. Though a number of people were pessimistic about the possibility of him ever again having movement below the neck, a combination of this young man’s determination, aggressive therapy, and the passage of time led to his initially regaining some feeling, and then muscle activity, understandably at great price. When last I saw him, he had aged but he was walking, with difficulty yes, but walking none-the-less. May this feast of Easter and the courage and determination of this young man be the grace we need to move us to change our hearts and that of our Institute in a quite absolute way. And may the day and its meaning also be a source of consolation and hope in the life of young people like Tim. And by the way, his paper on the Church and ecology was really quite fine.

A blessed and happy Easter.

Spain - 12/04/2006

The Postulation team met

OUR SAINTS ARE A PART OF THE PATRIMONY OF OUR FAMILY 
The Postulation team met at Mataró, Spain from the 28th to the 31st March. On the 31st March we made a double pilgrimage to the sanctuary of the Virgin at Montserrat and to the Marist sanctuary of Les Avellanes, where the remains of several of our martyred brothers rest. We felt profoundly united with you, particularly in our prayer before the Virgin of Montserrat and before the mortal remains of our martyred brothers in the chapel of Les Avellanes. Through this message, we would like to share with you our emotions and express to you our fraternal sentiments. 

We were guided in our meeting by the events that this year recalls: 125th anniversary of the death of Brother François, 100th anniversary of the murder of our brothers of Nanchang (China), 70th anniversary of our martyred brothers of Spain, 10th anniversary of the death of Brother Basilio Rueda and of our four brothers at Bugobe. This year will be enriched, we hope, by some future beatifications. 
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These were the centre of our attention. Brother Bernardo is waiting only for us to decide the date of his beatification. He must still be patient because the “positio” of the group of Brother Laurentino (forty-six brothers) has not been studied by the cardinals. This wait allows us to have one unique beatification. It is good that we undertake a spiritual journey towards this event during which some of our brothers, Marist like us and who have lived our ideal until the shedding of their blood, will be beatified. We owe a great debt of gratitude to Brother Gabriele Andreucci: he is the author of the “positio” which represents several thousands of pages. It is his work that bears fruit and that is why we express to him all our gratitude.

The cause of Brother Basilio is advancing according to a sustained rhythm. All the testimonies have been given as evidence to the tribunal of Guadalajara (Mexico). Other tribunals, opened in Spain, have also received the testimonies of brothers who had known Brother Basilio. This is the case with tribunals at Madrid, Valencia and Lérida. For the moment the cause is a little slow because the cardinal of Guadalajara has not yet found a second theologian censor and three historians to examine the writings of Brother Basilio.

Brother Henri Vergès is with a group of nineteen martyrs of Algeria. The cause has not yet started and it will proceed, without doubt, very slowly. The political and social situation in Algeria remains delicate. The seven Trappists brothers have left some writings that need to be studied, as with Pierre Claverie, the bishop of Oran. But we continue to receive testimonies full of sympathy regarding our Brother Henri, the first by date of the martyrs of Algeria. Very soon, you will receive an opuscule presenting a brief biography of each of these martyrs. 

Brother Mariano Santamaría, who is working for the cause of the group of martyrs of Brother Eusebio (fifty-nine). has informed us that the “positio” will be finished this year and presented to the Congregation for the Saints.

We hope to be able to send you this April some publications that will bring us closer to our models of sanctity: an opuscule on Brother Basilio, another on our martyrs of Algeria, a book on Father Joche-Albert and another that has as its title: “Our Marist Models of Sanctity” which gathers together all our causes. It will help us get to know our generous and sympathetic martyrs. 

We believe, as a team, that our saints are a part of the Patrimony of our family for whom they are the richest of treasures. It seems important to us to make them known and to give them a good place in a manual of Marist Spirituality. Didn’t they live this spirituality by enriching it with their reflections, their prayer and their life, a journey that led them to the Lord? 

As a team, we stress our conviction that sanctity in our family overflows largely from that which is made manifest in the brothers with whom we are journeying towards a canonisation. In each brother faithful to the Lord and to people, the Spirit works his wonders. 

To conclude, we are inviting you to do three things: 

1 - Visit the page on our website reserved to our Marist models of sanctity. You will be able to find there a lot of things that will be able to help your prayer. 

2 - Write to us at our e-mail addresses when you want to make suggestions, send some information or ask fro some clarifications. 

Here are the e-mail addresses:

msantamaria@maristes.net (for Brother Mariano Santamaría responsible for the martyrs of Spain); adelorme@maristes.net (for Brother Alain Delorme, responsible for the cause of Brother Henri Vergès); chepinfms@hotmail.com (for Brother José Flores Garcia, responsible for the cause of Brother Basilio);  luchis@educadormarista.com (for Brother Luis Jorge Flores Aceves, who is working with Brother José Flores Garcia for the cause of Brother Basilio); gbigotto@fms.it for Brother Giovanni Maria Bigotto.

3 - Give a place to all the brothers, reserving them in your heart in sympathy and prayer, seeing in them the realisation of the prophetic invitation of Father Champagnat: “To be a brother, is to undertake to become a saint!”

We will be holding our next annual meeting at the Hermitage on the 17th, 18th and 19th April 2007. 

Keep us in your fraternal affection as you are in ours. 

General House - 11/04/2006

The new Bureau for the Laity has started functioning 

BROTHER PAU FORNELLS HAS ASSUMED HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AS DIRECTOR 
Warm greetings to the laypeople and brothers on the part of the new Director of the Congregation’s Bureau for the Laity!

I am Brother Pau Fornells, from Ecuador (Province of Norandina). Since the 1st April I have assumed the direction of this new service of the Institute which is included in the Mission Commission. 

During these last few days, I have had the chance to reread several of the latest Marist documents on the laity and this aspect seems to me to be marvellous and renewing, as much for the life of the laity as for the brothers. I give thanks to God for being able to collaborate on this journey. 

We are already preparing the first meeting of the Commission entrusted with the development of the document “The vocation of the lay Marist”. This will take place in Rome from the 17th to the 22nd April. 
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On the 13th and 14th May, Brother Emili Turú and I will be present at the meeting of fraternities of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family in France. This movement has already been in existence for eighteen years! Congratulations! Another meeting of the fraternities of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family will follow from the 10th to the 13th August; this will be the first European meeting at Alcalá de Henares (Madrid). 

The Bureau for the Laity is also playing an active role in the preparation of the 1st Marist International Mission Assembly, here in the General House as well as participating in some of the Provincial and Continental phases. May everyone take up the work of the Marist mission! From the 27th to the 30th July, the 3rd meeting of this Assembly’s Preparatory Commission will take place here in Rome. 

I will finish now for the moment, hoping to be able to share with you regularly thanks to the service of the web. Until next time! 

Spain - 10/04/2006

Marist presence in Lucena

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MARIST PRESENCE IN ANDALUSIA 
On the 23rd April 1906 the first Marist school started in Andalusia at Lucena (Córdoba, Spain). To commemorate this centenary, the local area organised some activities for the 1st and 2nd April. 

On Saturday 1st April, the traditional “Maristiada” took place, a sports day celebrated each year in a school of the region. The place chosen this year was Lucena. Nearly one thousand students from all the Marist centres of Andalusia came together for this day which is always held in a Marist family ambiance.

The following day, people gathered at the municipal cemetery where the remains of five brothers rest; one of these brothers is Brother Helión, one of the first four brothers to arrive in Spain in 1886. Each brother was remembered and then there was a Mass celebrated in the church of San Mateo by a former student. 

After the Eucharist, more then three hundred participants gathered at Palacio Erisana, where the activities continued, co-ordinated by Brother Juan Ignacio Poyatos. Brother José Delgado, author of the book “Marist presence in Lucena” which was written for the occasion, spoke first. Then came Mr Juan González Palma, dean of the Abogados school at Lucena, who related some events and memories as a former Marist student of “Nuestra Señora de Araceli College”. Mr José Luis Bergillos, mayor and former student, spoke of the influence that the Marists had had at Lucena. Brother Lucinio Pérez recalled the education system that was in place at the time when he was a teacher. Mr Antonio Clavero, National President of the Federation of Marist Ex-students spoke about the function and the relationship of the former students with the Congregation. At the end, Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial of the Province of Mediterránea, addressed the audience to present the Marist charism. After a powerpoint presentation, decorations were presented to the former students who were present. The closing ceremony was the responsibility of the Brother Provincial.

Afterwards, everyone went to where the college used to be (occupied today by several houses). There was the unveiling of a plaque that shows Father Champagnat and a text that recalls the commemoration. 

These two days came to an end with a convivial meal during which the events and souvenirs of another time surfaced, giving way to nostalgia. 

Since its creation, the college belonged to a foundation started by Don Raphaël Jiménez Cuenca, priest of Luceta, who had bought the building in 1906. In 1964, the building was declared dangerous and had to be closed.

Brazil - 05/04/2006

The Provincial Assembly of the Province of Rio Grande do Sul

AN OCCASION TO SHARE IDEAS AND TO BUILD THE FUTURE 
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The brothers of the Province of Rio Grande do Sul met as a Provincial Assembly from the 24th to the 26th March at Veranópolis. The objectives were to strengthen fraternity and to share life and mission, in order to assure the continuity of the 2nd Provincial Chapter. It concerned proposing ways of acting, listening to the participants and the learning the latest news. With the theme of ‘Vitality in mission’ the Provincial Administration sought to involve all the brothers by asking them for their suggestions and inviting them to participate actively in facing the challenges of the next three years. 

The Assembly’s Preparatory Commission had as its intention to lead each person to reflect on the actions that would be able to vitalise the mission in the Province and help the Provincial Council which has as its members Brothers Dionísio Roberto Rodrigues, Miro Reckziegel, Sandro Baruffi, Valdícer Fachi and Vinícios Meneguzzi Malfatti.

The 120 brothers gathered at ‘Recanto Marista Medianeira’ participated in an exposé on religious life and a presentation of the Province’s data – thanks to reports from different organisations. There were moments of fraternisation and the Eucharist which contributed in creating a favourable environment for reflection.

This Assembly, open to all the brothers, is the way the Provincial Administration found for involving the greatest number of brothers. They could thus make suggestions and participate actively. 

During his opening words of wisdom, Brother Lauro Hochscheidt, Provincial, invited each brother to get to know the projects of this mandate better and to join in. He underlined the importance of deepening the decisions, the objectives and the priorities of the 2nd Provincial Chapter which was held at the end of 2005. He invited the brothers to fraternise and to share life and mission. Each one was motivated to improve the quality of his life and to respond to the calls from God today. 

The theme of ‘Vitality in mission´ was studied by the brothers with the help of two presenters, Sister Maria Alcídia Guareschi, President of the Brazilian Conference of Religious, and Father Edézio Borges.
Spain - 03/04/2006

Marists: 100 years in Andalusia

MARIST PRESENCE IN ANDALUSIA STARTED IN LUCENA 
[image: image1.wmf]On the 2nd April of this year the arrival of the Marist Brothers on Andalusian territory, in the south of Spain, will be celebrated. It is 100 years since a community of Marist Brothers arrived in the city of Lucena where they started their educational activities and where they were so well received that little by little they extended their activities throughout all of Andalusia. Today, the brothers are present in all the Andalusian provinces except Almería and its countless children and young people have been educated in the classrooms of their schools.

Celebrating a centenary is an extraordinary opportunity to give thanks to God for the presence of so many educators who have shared the best of their lives with thousands of children and young people in the classrooms and the courtyards of the Marist works in Andalusia. Also, it is a special reason to give thanks to God for the gift of the life of Saint Marcellin Champagnat and for the impact of his charism that energises the Marist educational mission of today. 

Even though there is currently no Marist school in Lucena, we wanted to choose this city as the place to hold the celebrations as a tribute to those who witnessed the birth of Marist work in this area. It is true that many of the main characters of this history are no longer with us as they have passed to a better life but there are many witnesses to this educational work. With the celebration of this centenary, we also want to pay homage to those still committed to Marist education today in Andalusia. How well it has been fulfilled that what some have sown, others have reaped. Blessed be God!

The organising commission of this celebration has prepared a full programme of activities in collaboration with the Lucena City Council and some former students to highlight this commemoration. A principal highlight will be the ‘Maristíada’, a sports day for the students and teachers of the Marist schools that the Province of Mediterránea has in Andalusia. The religious dimension of the celebration will be expressed through the homage to deceased brothers, the thanksgiving Eucharist in the church of Saint Matthew and a Marian celebration. The organising commission has also organised a round-table forum, an exposition of photographs, the presentation of the book “Marist Presence in Lucena”, commemorative souvenirs including badges for former students and pieces of pottery, and a celebrational banquet meal.
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