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Message from the Faraya House in difficult times

THE TEACHERS FROM CHAMPVILLE AND FROM BYBLOS MEET FOR THE FIRST TIME
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Faraya is a pleasant place situated in the Christian zone about thirty-five kilometres to the northeast of Beirut, capitale of Lebanon, at the foot of Mount Misar. Its altitude of 1250 metres above sea level assures splendid views of the mountains and the valleys.

At the present time, the country is plunged in a profound sadness while persons of good will are seeing their efforts to assure a future of peace, of prosperity and of hope for the younger generations bordering once more on failure. 

The material deterioration of the country such as the destruction of infrastructures, means of communication, etc. is worrying. It becomes unbearable to be the powerless witness of ominous consequences of political decisions that have put in place leaders who follow their own partisan and sectarian interests. The people remain vulnerable in this devastating game of interests and fears. 

In this atmosphere of national sadness and of contained rage, there is a new experience in the Marist Lebanese milieu. It concerns a ten-day study session of the document “In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat – A Vision for Marist Education Today”.

This meeting was carefully prepared for several months after an exchange with the Council of the Province of Mediterránea. Brother Onorino Rota, one of the members of the animation team of the session, had already been blocked in Italy from coming as well as Brother Mario Meuti. Brothers Santiago Fernández and Teófilo Minga had just arrived in the country. 

No teacher has missed the meeting; even the one who could not arrive the first day for family reasons arrived after the Sunday rest day. Brothers Emilio Alastuey and José María Romero are also animating the session.  

Because of the special circumstances of the country, we have received and we are still receiving many messages, knowing that you carry us in your hearts and your prayers. We thank you most sincerely for that. 

Dear brothers, who are concerned for us and who follow the news everyday, be reassured! We are in a secure zone where there are no structures that could be taken as “military targets” whose proximity could put us in danger. 

We are following faithfully the anticipated plan until the end of the 23rd July. This was not just the decision of the animation team, of Brother Georges Trad, delegate of the Brother Provincial in Lebanon, or of Brother José Remiro, inspirer and animator of the meeting, BUT the decision of each one of the participants, brothers and laypeople. It is the first time that the teachers of the colleges of Champville and of Byblos have come together and some do not even know each other. They have created a group for work, for friendship, for exchange of experiences and of life which has proved to be surprising and admirable. We are not going to renounce this richness. We are not going to waste this occasion of continuing to continue to deepen our charism, our identity and our mission. We are doing so with joy, in an atmosphere of study and of serious work and with a very befitting serenity if you take into account the circumstances. In the morning, we pray at the start of our work and we close the day with Mass. There is neither fear nor trouble. Our confidence is in the Lord and the Good Mother who maintains our morale at a high level. We are helped in that by knowing that our brothers of Jbeil, of Amchit and of Champville are in a secure region. 

We will not be careless. If the circumstances get worse and put our lives in danger, we would suspend the session. But that is not the case at present and with the help of the Good Mother we will maintain the joy we are feeling in allowing us to delve into the richness of our Marist documents. 

Brothers, you who read this message, wherever you are, we thank you and we ask you not to dramatise our situation too much. For us, the real drama is the one that innocent people of this country are experiencing and we entrust them to the Lord. 

Lebanon - 17/07/2006

The zone where we are has been respected until now by Israel 
NEWS FROM OUR BROTHERS IN LEBANON 
Dear parents, Marist Brothers and friends, I am writing to you to give you some news of this country as well as news of our brothers and teachers of our college as several among you have written to us to be informed of our situation.

Firstly, I want to say that we are well and calm in a house in the mountains, where we are not in any danger. Today I went to the college at Champville from where I am writing to you to reassure you despite a worrying situation.

In order to understand the situation you must take into account that Lebanon is a country governed in a particular way. During recent years, the party of Hezbollah (Muslim) created to combat Israel, had the authorisation to be armed: a particular army in one nation. This party declared war on Israel without the approval or opposition of the central government, and hence the bombardments that you have seen on television. The situation is serious because all the roads have been cut and it is difficult to leave or enter the country, but Israel makes the difference between the Hezbollah and the others and it attacks the places where the Muslims are numerous. We are in the centre of the country, the zone inhabited by the Christians and up till the present moment the zone has been respected by Israel. Nevertheless, the roads and the airports are inaccessible to prevent the Muslims being in contact with Syria, a country that protects them. 

The brothers who came to the session and those who were thinking of going on holidays or to the Provincial Chapter are finding it difficult to leave Lebanon and must wait for the situation to be more secure. For the moment, the airports are closed and in front of our house we can see many boats on the sea that are encircled by Israel to prevent them from reaching the port. 

I am describing the situation as a foreigner and I have left out many details. I would like, however, to make sure that you realise that even though the situation is serious we are not in any danger at the moment because our colleges are situated in the Christian zone. I say “at the moment” for the situation changes and becomes more complicated each day.

I left the session that we are having in the mountains to come to write this letter and to reassure you. Please communicate this news to all those who would be interested.

I am continuing to sleep well, even though I am profoundly touched by the suffering of those around me. You have to see the strength of spirit of these people who have already experienced a long civil war. 

Please pray for peace in this agitated region!

José María Romero 

Phillipines - 14/07/2006

Marist Mission Ad Gentes - Orientation Programme in Davao 
ALL THE DIOCESES IN THE WORLD ENTER INTO OUR DESIGNS 
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 ‘Our Institute, like the Church, is missionary, and we must have the heart of a missionary, as did Father Champagnat, who exclaimed: “All the Dioceses in the world enter into our designs.”(Const 90)

On August 7th, seventeen of our brothers will be gathering in Davao and joining the team of Alfredo, Roy and Tim, to begin the first ‘Mission Ad Gentes Orientation Programme.’ This programme will run for four months, finishing on December 15th. In 2007, there will be two further programmes of five months each, with another two programmes in 2008. Each of these programmes in 2007 and 2008 will run from January 15th to June 15th and July 15th to December 15th.

The programme will be located at the ‘Retreat House’ of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Charles Borremeo. We are occupying one of four buildings (26 rooms) at their retreat center. sharing a common dining room with other groups who come here for retreats. The other groups who use the other buildings on the property are mainly High School and College groups. The retreat house is situated in the middle of a busy and alive part of Davao city, with a lot of activity and people surrounding us. With the people and activity outside the main gate and with the students on retreat inside the gate, we will face a daily reminder of the reason we are here!

The question that might be asked by some people is, “Why?” Why provide this time, this programme, and this opportunity? Why provide the finances associated with establishing this programme for our brothers if they already have the generosity, the desire and the commitment to give of themselves in mission ad gentes? Why not simply send them directly to their place of mission to begin local language studies? Why not send them directly to their mission, now? The answer is simple! We care for our brothers and, as brothers, we take seriously, the desire to discern the Lord’s call in our life. We not only have a passion for the mission entrusted to us but we also have a duty to prepare well for this mission which begins firstly, in listening to the direction that God is calling and to seek confirmation of the genuineness of this call.

Goals of the program
‘The brothers whom the Lord sends out to spread the Good News as missionaries must prepare themselves carefully for their task.’ *Const 91)

The programme in Davao has a central aim of promoting a passion for the mission of Jesus and to discern one’s ability to participate in mission ad gentes.

We would hope to move towards reaching this aim by focusing clearly on five main objectives:

1. To grow in one’s spirituality for mission ad gentes by continuing to develop a deeply personal relationship with Jesus and by exploring ways of making Jesus and Mary known and loved in a new cultural milieu by a passionate living of Champagnat’s spirituality.

2. To grow in one’s ability to live in an inter-cultural and international Marist missionary community by discovering, appreciating and affirming cultural diversity and through developing skills for inter-cultural communication and relationships.

3. To grow in one’s relationship with oneself in a new cultural milieu through an increasing capacity to learn, a humble acceptance of one’s limitations and powerlessness and through a healthy development of friendships.

4. To develop an awareness and sensitivity to Marist mission and solidarity.

5. To develop a sensitivity and appreciation of Asian cultures, religions and the local churches.

The program itself
The orientation programme in Davao will focus around twelve workshops as a means of responding to the central aim of the programme and its five objectives. These workshops will be facilitated by a variety of people including our own brothers within the Institute as well as priests, religious and laypeople within Asia and the Philippines. A number of these facilitators have a wide experience of missionary work within the church of Asia.

1. Spirituality for mission.

2. Champagnat and his mission.

3. Cultural diversity.

4. Skills for intercultural communication and relationships.

5. Tools for community building.

6. Personal health care in an Asian setting.

7. Developing healthy relationships in an international and multicultural setting.

8. Asian Church: Identity and Mission.

9. Marist mission in Asia and other regions.

10. Introduction to the spirituality of the main Asian religions.

11. Introduction to the history and culture of Asian countries and region.

12. Introduction to the historical development and future directions of the local church in Asia.

An important aspect of the discernment process within the programme will be the opportunity to be exposed to various aspects of life and mission in a setting that maybe new for our brothers but a setting which will be similar to where their future mission and community life will be found. To also provide the space, environment and support to reflect upon these experiences and to listen to how God is calling through these. An integral part of the programme will be the following components: 

• A weekly ‘exposure period’ with groups working with disadvantaged youth.

• A “10 day Immersion Experience” with a local family in a rural setting.

• A period of community living and ministry exposure with the branches of the Marist Family. 

• A time of ‘Retreat’ concluding with a missioning liturgy.

Some of the processes we will use to accomplish the goals of the program include:

Individual Accompaniment

Life Groups

Community Meetings

Journal Writing

Desert Days

Individual reading and research

Integration days and week

Group and Individual presentations.

Preparation as missionaries
In an endeavour to respond to the invitation contained in article 90 of our Constitutions, where a clear directive is stated that we “must prepare our brothers carefully for their task as missionaries,” the programme aims to provide:

A time of Discernment for each brother to reflect upon how the workshops and experiences of the programme are impacting upon him personally and through a prayerful listening and personal accompaniment, seek clarity and confirmation of the Lord’s call to future involvement in mission ad gentes.

A time of Orientation to a new cultural milieu with an exposure to new cultures, customs and religious beliefs and to reflect upon the impact these will have upon his future life and mission and to acknowledge the skills he will need to continue to develop in order to integrate into a new cultural environment.

A time of Preparation for future community life and mission in a new cultural setting through the experience of living with brothers of different cultural backgrounds, customs and values. Continuing to develop the skills needed to live in international and multicultural missionary communities.

“God chooses individual men and women and calls each by name. He leads them into the desert and there speaks to their hearts. Those who heed Him, he sets apart. By His Spirit, he transforms them constantly, leading them more deeply into His love in order to send them out on mission.” (Const 11)

First group in Davao
The following Brothers make up the first group entering into this discernment process in Davao:

Francis Attah - Ghana - Mediterránea

Patrick Betkou - Madagascar - Madagascar

Gerard Brereton - USA - USA

Marti Enrich - Spain - L’Hermitage

Ewald Frank - Germany - West Central Europe

Paul Hough - Australia - Sydney

Brian Kinsella - Australia - Melbourne

Teofilo Minga - Portugal - Compostela

Anthony Njolovi - Malawi - Southern Africa

Clement Nwadike - Nigeria - Nigeria

Mark Poro - Solomon Islands - District of Melanesia

Hugo Rivera - Mexico - México Occidental

Felix Roldan - Peru - Santa Maria de los Andes

Miguel Angel Sancha - Spain - Ibérica

Hilario Schwab - Argentina - Cruz del Sur

Bernhard Tremmel - Germany - West Central Europe

George Valle - Philippines - Philippines

For a short biography of each of these brothers, as well as the Orientation Team in Davao, visit our website: in the Ad Gentes area.

Other ad gentes missionaries
Bro. Mick Sexton (Melbourne) is preparing to go to Algeria.

Bro. Evaristus Kasambwe (Malawi) has been in Haiti for a number of months now. 

Bro Stanislas Ngombwa (Rwanda) is preparing to also go to Haiti.

Bro. Patxi Espinosa (Venezuela) is planning to go to Cuba.

Bro. Samuel Eathorn (New Zealand) is preparing to go to Ghana. 

Spain - 13/07/2006

A book is being prepared on the martyred brothers of Spain 
IN ANTICIPATION OF FUTURE BEATIFICATIONS 
The writing commission for this book on the martyred brothers of Spain who will soon be beatified met on the 27th June 2006 in Madrid. 

Brother Santiago Fernández served as secretary of the work group formed by Mr Juan María Laboa, professor of Church History at the University of Comillas (Madrid), Mr Feliciano Montero, professor of History at the University of Alcala de Henares, Fr Julián del Olmo, priest, journalist and editor in chief of the magazine Présence mariste 7, Mr Juan Pedro Castellano, head of religious publications of the Luis Vives publishing house and Brother Andres Carpintero, Marist Brother. 
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At the meeting, we studied the possible difficulties and clarified the objectives, the aims, the contents and the work method. This work could serve as a foundation for further publications and for materials in education and youth ministry in Spain or elsewhere in the Institute. During the exchanges, we outlined the plan of the book on which we will work during summer and autumn so as to have a practically definitive work at the end of the year. We will be able to translate it into the official languages of the Institute and produce material from this reference text. 

The life of the martyred brothers, given day after day in love (“as the grain of wheat”) can inspire our lives if we take note of their testimony in all evangelical simplicity. That is our aim and we will strive to attain this in all our activities. 

Rwanda - 10/07/2006

Ten new brothers in the Province of East Central Africa 
MONTH OF BLESSINGS FOR THE PACE 
This year, 2006, the month of June was marked by the feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat in the Church and was in a particular way a month of blessings for the Province of East Central Africa. After numerous celebrations in our communities and schools in honour of our Founder, the Province finished the activities of the 6th June with the profession of ten novices on Sunday the 11th June at the Novitiate of Save (Rwanda). Before the Church, they committed themselves to follow Christ as Mary did, in the Congregation of the Little Brothers of Mary.

They are Brothers:

1. AKIMANA Ernest (Rwanda)

2. BAHATI HAMULI Georges (RDC)

3. HABIYAREMYE Félicien (Rwanda)

4. KIKONGOLO SADIKI Innocent (RDC)

5. MAYIRA François Xavier (Rwanda)

6. MUKABANE Alvin Chrispinus (Kenya)

7. MUSHINZIMANA Valens (Rwanda)

8. NANGALE Patrick (Tanzanie)

9. NZASABIMFURA Gaston (Rwanda)

10. PATAULE KYEMBWA Jules (RDC)

On behalf of the Brother Superior General, Brother Eugène Kabanguka, Provincial of the Province of East Central Africa, received the vows of these ten young brothers that the Virgin Mary, our Good Mother, has sent us. We pray that she will keep them in creative fidelity to their commitments. The brothers who live in Rwanda as well as some delegations of brothers from Congo and from Tanzania came to accompany these young people who offered themselves to God to serve the youth of the world following the charism of Father Champagnat. “All to Jesus through Mary, all to Mary for Jesus!” 

Kenya - 07/07/2006

The Formators´ Course in Retrospect 
NAIROBI’S FORMATORS’ COURSE CONCLUDES AT THE HERMITAGE 
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In calling together the Institute’s third Course for Formators the General Council gave as its primary aim: to prepare and send out formators, in response to the 20th General Chapter’s invitation to us to engage in a dynamic process of transformation, refounding and adaptation of the Institute. As we have travelled together these past eleven months we have carried this goal before us, even as we have felt how challenging such a goal is, yet also how urgently necessary it is. 

It was a courageous and bold move to believe such a course was both possible, and of real significance and importance for the Institute. To bring 20 formators together from 16 different countries for 11 months is in itself a huge act of faith. The diversity of our ethnic, cultural, geographic, social, religious and formational backgrounds is enormous. For almost everyone, English was a second, third or fourth language. The contemporary contexts in which we are called to be formators are both widely different, and rapidly changing. 

The journey has not always been easy, and nor have we been able to meet all the expectations and needs of each individual. Yet despite the differences and challenges we faced along the way we have been able to live and work together and keep our focus before us. 

Several factors have worked together to help us keep this focus before us. Among these we could emphasise: our efforts to create a truly international community, and live in an atmosphere of trust, simple lifestyle, freedom and responsibility. The process of the course emphasised a participative approach to all we have undertaken. This included the process of the 23 workshops which were offered by a variety of presenters. We certainly could not go into every subject in all its depth, but we did seek to create a harmony between the content and process, and to enable each of us to apply it to our own respective Marist context.

Alongside the input and reflection exercises of the workshops we sought to deepen the integration of all we were experiencing through weekly accompaniment, regular community meetings, sharing in smaller “life groups”, some solidarity experiences with marginalised people in Kenya, and all of this being enriched by the quality of the community prayer and liturgy we have experienced.

The venues chosen for the course, Nairobi in Kenya –from August 2005 to May 2006-, and The Hermitage in France –June 2006- have contributed greatly towards helping us move towards the goals of this course. 

In speaking to us towards the end of the course Br Sean Sammon invited us, formators to be ‘agents of change’ in bringing about the vision of who we are called to be as Marist brothers in the world of today. For this we need to develop a renewed culture for the initial and ongoing formation of every brother. To help bring this about the formator of today needs to have a deep passion for Jesus Christ, and be a living portrait of the Founder.

Our final workshop at the Hermitage on our Marist Patrimony brought home to us two challenging yet consoling insights for those called to be formators now and in the future. Marcellin Champagnat set out with almost no material resources and with candidates who seemed so lacking in the human and spiritual resources necessary for such a bold vision as he had. Yet he achieved what seemed humanly impossible because of his total trust in God, and his utter confidence that Mary would not let this work of hers in the Church fail. It is in this spirit we go forward in humility and hope from this Marist Brothers’ Course for Formators 2005 – 2006.

Barry Burns, FMS

L'Hermitage - 30/06/06 

Colombia - 06/07/2006

Three brothers pronounce their perpetual vows 
PERPETUAL PROFESSION IN THE PROVINCE OF NORANDINA 
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Assured of the fidelity of God towards our brothers Nelson Cardona, Wilson Cruz and Salvador Álvarez, the Province of Norandina (Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela) celebrated their perpetual profession. 

Brother Salvador, aged 37, exercises his apostolate in the school at Macará, Ecuador, Brother Nelson, aged 33 at Champagnat College, Bogota and Brother Wilson, aged 31 at the school at Quevedo, Ecuador.

The profession took place on the 18th June during the liturgical celebration of Corpus Christi. The covenant of the Lord with his people, the theme of the readings of the Mass, had special significance in the perpetual profession of our three confrères. “I will fulfil my vows to the Lord before all his people.” “We will do what the Lord asks of us.” The three perpetually professed brothers confirmed before a large gathering that they were consecrating their persons, body and soul, and all their heart, as teachers in the service of the Kingdom, for the salvation of the young people entrusted to them. Through their work as teachers, they renew this offering each day.

The profession took place in the Holy Spirit church, neighbouring Champagnat College, Bogota. It was simple, but very moving, in an atmosphere of a feast with hymns and liturgical symbols with profound meaning. The word fidelity reverberated often during the ceremony. We asked the Lord and the Good Mother for the gift of fidelity for them as well as for us who were accompanying them during their definitive consecration.

Brother Laurentino, Provincial, received their vows. Their parents, friends and confrères were the witnesses of their commitment. Brothers came from the three communities of Bogota and others came from Colombia.

After the religious celebration, there was a toast at Champagnat College and a meal at the Provincial house, where all shared in fraternal joy and in a simple and familial atmosphere.

The Brother Provincial and the brothers of the Province thank God through our Good Mother for the gift of the vocation of these three brothers and ask Mary to intercede for the perseverance of each brother of the Province. 

Vatican - 05/07/2006

Cause of Brothers Laurentino, Virgilio and 44 companions 
OUR MARTYRED BROTHERS 
On the morning of 20th June 2006, twenty-five cardinals and bishops met to examine the cause of the group of our martyred Brothers Laurentino, Virgilio and forty-four other brothers. 

The result was good and positive. All recognised our brothers as true martyrs of Christ. Their judgement confirms that given by the theologians who had unanimously expressed a favourable opinion on the 28th January 2005. 

What does this last step signify? Simply, that the examinations of the cause have finished. When the theologians, cardinals and bishops give a favourable opinion on the case of a martyr, the Pope always accepts this decision by promulgating the decree of martyrdom. This decree and that of the heroicity of virtues for the confessors are issued three times a year: July, Christmas and Easter. For our martyred brothers, the decree will come thus in July and during the next celebrations of Christmas or Easter.

The date of the beatification is then fixed. Here we need to wait. Twenty-three causes have been grouped for one beatification. Among them, nineteen have completed their circuit, those of Bernardo and of Brother Laurentino. There are still four causes to be studied by the cardinals and the bishops; let’s hope they will do so between October and December 2006. If that is the case, we can plan the beatifications for autumn 2007, without being certain of it. The postulators of this large group of 496 martyrs have already met to plan the different preparatory works for the beatification.

Why this delay when we could plan the beatification for the autumn of 2006? Because the new Pope, Benedict XVI, has taken his time in establishing his policy of the government of the Church. For example, he has asked that in general the beatifications be done in the dioceses. That has slowed all the work of the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints.

Where will the beatification take place? We are not expecting it to take place in Spain. The Spanish cardinals and bishops want it to take place in Rome. That is also the advice of the Spanish ambassador and all the postulators. It remains to convince the Secretary of State of the Vatican.

Are our brothers martyrs or political victims? Both. They are true martyrs because they have been killed through hatred of the Christian values that they incarnated and defended. They are true martyrs because many of them were told before being shot that if they renounced Christ they would be freed. But there is also a political context. The political aspect is rarely absent in martyrdom, starting with that of Christ. According to John’s account, Christ’s passion deals with his royalty: “Are you a king? … You are thus a king! … Do you want me to kill your king? … We have no other king but Caesar…” and the letters of condemnation on the cross are political: “Jesus of Nazareth, king of the Jews!” However, Jesus is not only a martyr, but the MARTYR and because of him, all of the others accept to be martyrs 
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