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THE WEB TAKES SOME UNEXPECTED HOLIDAYS
For about two weeks, the usual readers of our website have not had access to the Institute’s webpage. Having re-established this service, we owe you some explanations. 

The domain www.champagnat.org was acquired in July 2000 and was registered by a company specialised in this type of service. The payment of rights of acquisition had been made by a Province of the Institute and the address given was that of the Provincial house of this Province. The restructuring of the Institute led to this Provincial house being moved to another city. The data that the Province had provided to the company to register our domain was no longer up-to-date and when the contract finished, the company employees could not contact us and the service was cancelled after a period of grace. 

When the Communications Department detected a problem, it thought it was a technical difficulty and tried to solve the problem by calling in technicians. We finally dismissed the hypothesis that it was a technical problem and discovered that it was in fact an administration problem. 

During the month of August in Europe, administrations work in slow motion and the same happens in our works; services are reduced to a minimum during the holidays and that is the reason for the long delay in re-establishing our connection as this depended on people outside of our house. 

Now that the service of the Institute has been re-established, we will publish in the coming days the news of the last few weeks from the entire Marist world, even though they have lost some of their freshness and topicality, such that they now are part of our archives. 

We thank you for your understanding of these difficulties and for the interest that many of you have shown through e-mails or phone calls to inform us of the difficulty experienced in accessing the site. We hope that our website will continue to receive your regular visits and the contributions of many brothers and laypeople. 

NEWS ON OUR WEB SITE
1st – 31st August, 2006
Philippines - 31/08/2006

3 Filipino brothers celebrate golden jubilee 
To dwell in His house all the days of my life 
Three Filipino Marist Brothers celebrated their golden jubilee last July 29, 2006. They were Br. Gilbert Bogacia, Br. Timoteo Cabangon, and Br. Eugene Pius Tajo. The Liturgy, presided over by Archbishop Orlando Quevedo, OMI, DD, of the Archdiocese of Cotabato, was celebrated at the Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Church in Lagao, General Santos City. It carried the theme, “One thing I ask of the Lord: To dwell in His house all the days of my life.” (Ps, 27.4) 

The said occasion was graced by the brothers, priests, sisters, family members, lay mission partners, and friends. Br. Joseph Damian Teston, one of the first four American Marist Brothers to start the Marist presence in the Philippines in 1948, flew in from the United States to be with the Brs. Gabe, Tim and Pius. He had the honor of bestowing the apostolic blessing to them.

Capping the celebration was the fellowship meal at the Notre Dame of Dadiangas University High School gym. It was indeed a wonderful experience of family spirit, as the three brothers witnessed to God’s fidelity for the past 50 years.
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Brs. Gabe, Tim and Pius did their initial formation in the United States in the late 50’s and early 60’s. Since then, they have dedicated most of their lives in active ministry here in the Philippines. 

General House - 30/08/2006

Review of Ongoing Formation 
This exchange was very enriching and provided everyone with encouragement 
At the end of July(27-29th) there occurred at the General House a meeting of the Teams responsible for the provision of programs of Ongoing Formation at El Escorial (Spain) and Manziana (Italy). Attending the meeting were Brothers Javier Espinosa, David Aranda, Inocencio Martinez, Afonso Levis, Gaston Robert Antoine Kazindu, Des Howard and George Fontana. Thus were represented all the programs offered in Spanish, Portuguese, French and English. In attendance at the meeting also was Brother Tom Giardino, who is responsible for all of the world-wide Marianist programs of Ongoing formation. Over the past three years, members of the Marianist congregation have increasing participated in the programs at El Escorial and Manziana. The meeting was hosted by members of the General Council, Brothers Antonio Ramalho, Théoneste Kalisa and Peter Rodney (the Council’s Commission of Religious Life). The last time that the various Teams had met together was in 2002. Since then there has been significant change in Team membership.

This meeting was a key part of an extensive process of evaluating the Ongoing Formation programs for which the General Council is responsible. Prior to the meeting a detailed questionnaire was sent to Provincials, recent participants of the programs, and present and past Team members. Responses were received from more than120 Brothers. This represented a response from about 30% of those who received a questionnaire. The considerable amount of data collected from these responses was synthesized into reports of each of the programs.

The meeting began by providing each of the Teams with an opportunity to share information on the programs they offer. This exchange was very enriching. It provided everyone with encouragement and ideas for the development of their respective programs.

Then the meeting turned its attention to the information produced from the questionnaires. Having studied this carefully, the meeting identified ten areas of concern. A number of these were then studied in greater detail, and lines of action proposed. The ten areas are: the context of the programs within the refoundation of the Institute, the shape of future program, the preparation and follow-up of participants, the interculturality of the programs, developing Marist Apostolic Spirituality, the place of Mary today, development of leadership, development of identity, experiences of solidarity, and the development of processes which encourage active participation. 
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The meeting concluded with a considerable amount of reflection now being offered to the General Council for decision. This the Council will do in its next Plenary, in January 2007. 

Spain - 11/08/2006

Province of Mediterranea: Second Provincial Chapter 
Our Land! A time for decisions 
On the afternoon of August 2, with the motto "Our Land! A time for decisions", the second Provincial Chapter of the Mediterranean Province was launched in Guardamar (Alicante). Present were 39 capitulants and seven invited lay people. Two Brothers from Lebanon and one lay person from Syria were unable to attend. After a brief introduction by the Brother Provincial, in which he welcomed everyone and acknowledged the situation of the war in Lebanon, Brother Peter Rodney, General Councillor, offered some words of greeting 
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The installation of Brother Manuel Jorques as Provincial was carried out through the reading of the letter with which Brother Superior General communicated his appointment to the Province and the subsequent speech of Brother Manuel showed the situation of our Province up to the end of the first three years of its existence, pointing out high and low points, together with the challenges for the next three years. 

The Chapter dedicated some hours to revising its Rule, starting from the proposal presented by the Preparatory Commission, and choosing its own positions which conformed with the Central Commission, and went on to study the general matters of the Province and to suggest to the Provincial Council the major areas of performance for the next three years, according to the particular vision of the situation of the Province, the calls of the local Church and the guidelines of the General Chapter. 

A presentation of the reports of the three provincial commissions that had functioned in the last three years (Community Life, Mission and Economy) was given by Brothers Buenaventura Pérez, Juan Ignacio Poyatos and Julián Sanz, respectively. 

Later on, time was allocated for personal study of the documentation presented and time was spent on sharing personal reflections and suggesting plans of action in five groups (Community Life, Education, Pastoral-vocational, Solidarity and Economy). The last stage was the presentation by the groups of different proposals in the chapter assembly and the corresponding votes on these to decide which would be adopted and in what order. 

In that context Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial, proposed two matters for the consideration of the capitulants: in the first place, the possible reopening of the school Rmeyleh (Lebanon), which some years ago had been given by the Brothers to the army of the country; and, on the other hand, the proposal of making May 20 in the Province a "day consecrated the Good Mother". Both initiatives were supported by the assembly. 

A document was also presented, by the outgoing Provincial Council containing a proposal for a new structure of animation and provincial government. The capitulants spent a great deal of time clarifying various points in the document, making suggestions and sharing their reactions to the provisions already made.

The laypeople invited to the Chapter, who had participated in the work of the chapter from the first day with voice, but without vote, left the room at this point.

The election of the New Council then took place and consists of the following Brothers: Antonio Giménez, Paolo Penna, Juan Ignacio Poyatos, Julián Sanz, Roberto Moraglia, Juan Carlos Fuertes, Mario Meuti, Ramón Rodríguez and David Aranda. Brother Paolo Penna will continue as vice provincial and delegate of the Provincial in Italy. 

The last act of the Chapter consisted in the revision of the Norms of the Province which will be sent to the Brothers after approval by the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

The memory of the Marist work in Lebanon was strong among the capitulants. At the beginning of the session on day 6 there was read “A message to all the Brothers and other members of the Marist Family of Lebanon and Syria". In it was made clear the concern of the assembly for the suffering and the pain that so many innocent people are undergoing in these times of unrest and anguish. 

In the same way, we also wanted to remember the Brothers of the District of Western Africa, because they are part of the Mediterranean Province. As a member by right, Brother Sylvain Yao Kouassi participated in the chapter, elected as new Superior of the District. He was grateful for the affection and support that he had encountered in the Province. 

On the morning of day 6 the closing of the Chapter took place. Brother Peter Rodney intervened to congratulate the capitulants for the work carried out and to pass on the support of the General Council for the development of the Mediterranean Province. This intervention was followed by some words by the Brother Provincial with encouragement to continue working in the house of Mary and to grow in external and interior silence. He finished by thanking all of the participants for their dedication to the work of the chapter and their contribution to defining the path of the future. He also acknowledged the work of the collaborators in the secretarial services, the decoration of the house and the translation service. He also gave all of those present some symbols and souvenirs of these days. 

Ivory Coast - 09/08/2006

The life of the Brothers in Africa 
The daily presence of God is evident among us 
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Brother José Luis Elías works in a school for 300 students in the Ivory Coast, to where he was transferred in 2004 from Granada, where he was a teacher and coordinator for a group of catechists. After the tragic events that took place there in 2004, the Spanish Government facilitated the exit of the Spanish: but the missionaries opted to stay. Brother José Luis speaks to us of his life among the Ivorians.
What work do the Marists carry out there? 
We have two schools: in Bouaké and in Korhogo, a city of 100.000 inhabitants, located in the north where I live. There are six Brothers, four of them Ivorians. As Marists, our task is education, although we also take charge of pastoral animation and collaborate with the parish in the catechesis of confirmation and with youth groups. 

What is the crisis that faces the country? 
In 2000 there was a coup d'etat that ousted some political parties. In September of 2002, another coup caused the current division in the country: the north occupied by the rebels and the south loyal to the Government. The desire for power among the politicians and the rebels and the economic conflicts of the great powers prolonged this situation for four years. 

How did you live through the events of 2004? 
I had been there less than two months. On the morning of November 4, Bouaké, the capital of the rebel area, was bombarded and immediately the news reached Korhogo. We saw the people rushing past the school, running towards their houses or looking for their children in the schools. We were able to calmly organize the evacuation of the boys. In the afternoon two aeroplanes came and dropped their bombs. Then, water and electricity were cut off for ten days, but there were no other setbacks. After one week we resumed classes, without water and without light. We were able to recover a sense of normality and take in the students who were wandering the streets. 

Was there a lot of panic? 
No, I do not believe so. In community we tried to maintain calm. We were able to inform the superiors within two or three days. Later we had encouraging news about our Brothers in Bouaké: the helicopters had flown over their school but then went away, maybe when they saw the children who went out to have a close look at them. 

What is the present situation? 
The mandate of the president has been extended until October 30. They have forced him to accept a new first ministry of consensus that a Government of national reconciliation has formed whose main mission is to prepare for the elections. On the surface, everything is all right; but the reality is that four years have passed without any real agreement. There are plenty of fine words but also political obstacles when steps are taken toward reunification. Nobody wants to lose the status quo acquired by the revolution. The country continues to be divided in two halves, although most of the population is in the south. In the north the economic difficulties are enormous; the uncertain situation prevents any serious work; until February the possibility of taking official exams was blocked, which discouraged the students who preferred to look for some kind of work or wander the streets; others cannot study at home due to a lack of electricity, many girls are forced into marriage by their parents, divided families and orphans are plentiful, the food is scarce in many homes. 

Do they receive help from the Government? 
Before, the State subsidized 90 % of our pupils, but since we are in the rebel area, that help was suspended in 2002. We receive contributions from SED and private individuals, as well as from cities like Granada. That money is dedicated to provide schooling for those who are short of resources and to buy bread and milk for more than a hundred students and a large group of children who have nothing.

Is the presence of God recognized among the people who are suffering? 

Human existence, creation, cannot be conceived there without the supernatural. This makes more evident the daily presence of God among us. It is also certain that this divine presence continues to be for many subjection rather than liberation, bound to magic and traditional sacrifices. Religions like Islam, Christianity and new sects are everywhere. I give thanks to God for the constant protection that I have been able to observe during my time in the Ivory Coast, whether in those difficult moments or on the occasion of my trips and displacements. 

Periodical ‘Vivir’ - 30 July 2006 

Lebanon - 03/08/2006

News of our Brothers in Lebanon 
We see in the people a desire to help those who are suffering 
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Dear Brothers and friends: Although we correspond with you quite frequently, we wish to send you some paragraphs to inform you of the particular situation in our communities.

Thank God, the Brothers and their families are very well, with regard both to health and morale. Due to the circumstances in which we are living, we have had to give up almost all of our summer activities and this allows us to spend more time on our community life, prayer and personal reading. We are obliged to be greatly involved in all that is happening, and a part of our time is employed in following the news on the television and then commenting on them in community. Many families are in contact with us because of the difficulties in starting the course and the decisions that we must take should be based on prudence. We trust that in spite of everything, the Lord will give us peace. 

Most of the personnel working in our schools have left on holiday. As we are in a Christian area, the armed conflict has not reached our centres. 

For the time being they are an oasis of peace and tranquillity for us. 

In general, we see in people a desire to help those who are suffering. United in well-disposed groups, beyond all politics, they help the needy families in a way which is admirable. 

Brothers and laypeople of the Marist world have written to us demonstrating their interest in us and telling of their suffering and concern brought on by this current situation. It is a joy to feel ourselves to be members of such a great family. We appreciate in a special way the presence of the Brother Provincial among us, through his daily calls. 

Brother Georges Trad is in almost permanent contact as much with the Brothers here in the Lebanon as with those in Spain. 

A warm embrace, and in union of prayers. 

The Brothers of Lebanon. 

Mozambique - 01/08/2006

Br. Cristiano da Costa and Br. David Preciado 
Two brothers dead in a motor accident 
We got a shock on Saturday the 29th of July when news arrived of the death of Br Cristiano da Costa (Mozambique ) and Br David Preciado (México) in a motor accident between Quelimane and Beira that day. Cristiano was very well known in Church and educational circles, almost through the length and breadth of his native country. He had been a member of the first Provincial Council in the Province of Southern Africa. David has been working in Mozambique for many years. A fanatic for football – his team was often ranked among the best in the country at that level of competition. 

There were three other passengers in the car at the time of the accident: Brother Geraldo Medida, Brother Tarcisio Postingher, a Brazilian working in Angola and Juliana a Mozambican medical student who had been helping out at the clinic in Nivava and was returning to Maputo for her graduation as a medical doctor. While two of them have died on the spot, the other three were not as seriously injured as thought at first. The latest reports indicate that they are recovering from bruises, sore muscles, and headaches. They did not suffer any broken bones and we hope that no internal complications will develop later on. 

The funeral ceremony for Brothers Cristiano and David will take place on 2 nd August in the afternoon at Quelimane , Mozambique. Mass will be celebrated in the Cathedral and the burial will take place in the parish cemetery alongside other Marist Brothers who have died in that part of the Mozambique.

By Brothers Mario Colussi and Fernand Dostie 
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