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25th October - 6th  November, 2006
Colombia - 06/11/2006

Inter-Provincial Novitiate for the Province of Norandina and for América Central 
IT WILL START ITS ACTIVITY ON THE 1ST JANUARY 2007 
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The Statutes of the new inter-Provincial novitiate, named “La Valla”, were officially signed at Medellin (Colombia) on the 20th October 2006. This novitiate is constituted by the Provinces of Norandina and América Central and is situated at Medellin (Colombia).

It is the end of a three-year journey of discernment, of fraternity and of a shared vision of this formation project that wants to give a response, a face and a life today for the Marist Brother of Latin America. 

Currently the novitiate has fifteen novices coming from Colombia, Ecuador, Salvador and Haiti. 

In the presence of the Provincial Council of Norandina and the whole novitiate community, Brothers Laurentino Albalá, Provincial of Norandina et Adolfo Cermeño, Provincial of América Central signed the Statute that governs this new inter-Provincial novitiate which will start on the 1st January 2007.

Currently at Medellin (Colombia), the “Brother François Rivat Novitiate” of the Province of Norandina is in operation. 

This new inter-Provincial novitiate will bring together two rich traditions of formation at the service of vocations in these Latin American lands. 

On one side, in the Province of Norandina and before in the Province of Colombia, the novitiates were always in Colombia: Popayán, Yanaconas, Itaguí and at Medellin, in its current position since 1983.

On the part of the Province of América Central, the novitiates were located in Spain: Pontós, Miranda d'Ebro and Vente de Baños until 1994. Since this year, they have been located in Salvador (Municipality of the Mexicans) and at Athées, (Salvador), until 2003. 

América Central - 03/11/2006

Marist International Mission Assembly 
PROPOSALS FOR BOTH THE ASSEMBLY AND THE PROVINCE 
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The Marist International Mission Assembly has affected all those who have par-ticipated in it. Local groups have felt the presence of Champagnat, the vitality of our mission, the current challenges and dreams of the future for each work, each country, the Province and the Marist world. 

In January 2006, we presented the proposal to the directors of educational cen-tres thanks to the National Commissions of Education of the different countries of the Province. All the Marist Fraternities as well as the ministry co-ordinators of each work were also invited to participate. 

In the different places they decided the way to best carry out the proposals ac-cording to their situation. Thus, distinct groups were constituted that reflected on the subjects in a local phase and sent their reports to the Province. These groups varied in their integration. They were groups made up of parents, teachers, students and broth-ers; others included members of fraternities; in one place they were members of min-istry teams. All carried out their reflection with joy and the desire to continue to commit themselves. 

During the month of September 2006, the national meetings were held to con-centrate on a common message. The commitment and good spirit shown by those pre-sent made the presence of Champagnat a felt reality amongst us. The feeling of be-longing and of understanding the mission helped us to ascertain not only what con-cerned particular situations of each country, but of the whole Province. This allowed us to put the Marist mission in our environment in perspective. 

We used a combined methodology to integrate the contributions from Costa Rica, Salvador, Guatemala and Porto Rico. In Salvador, the common elements found in the groups’ contributions were worked on. We agreed on a common message, on a few reflection proposals and the desire to conserve the spirit of what was experienced during the process. In Guatemala, we gathered all the previous work to analyse the base document of the message, to polish it and to enrich it. Proposals were also devel-oped as much for the Assembly as for our own Province and the mission that we are developing.. 

It is important, at this time, to highlight the attitudes that prevailed in the local and Provincial phases: welcome, openness, the desire to seek something better and the fidelity to Champagnat’s spirit. Get-togethers and national meetings resulted in ex-periences of fraternity and joy. 

The contributions and the reflections on the experience of the local, Provincial and national phases showed us something new, the awakening of positive concerns, a wider vision, a greater commitment and a lot of illusions. 

Equatorial Guinea - 02/11/2006

Sanctuary dedicated to Saint Marcellin at Abeng-Eseng 
THE CATECHIST HAS REMAINED FOR FIFTY YEARS IN THE SAME VILLAGE 
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Abeng-Eseng is a village situated twenty kilometres from Ebibeyin, where the sanctuary dedicated to Saint Marcellin is found. Near the church there is a nursery school subsidised by the village.

Saint Marcellin was declared patron of the village; his feast is celebrated on the 22nd July, the anniversary of his priestly ordination. 

On this occasion, the Vicar General of the diocese celebrated Mass in the sanctuary. He invited us to accompany him. 

At the entrance to the village, the President, the catechist and numerous persons, especially women surrounded by children, dressed in white tunics decorated with the image of the Founder, screen printed in blue, were waiting for us. 

The sanctuary is a vast wooden church, in the style of a basilica, with a central nave and two lateral naves, separated by columns. On the front wall there is a text written in Fang “Lugan NTI meyong mese” whose literal translation is: “Praise the Lord all the nations.”

The Mass in Fang is very rich in signs, songs and dances, executed by women holding in their hands two clusters of feathers of different colours which they shake rhythmically. A special time is the offertory; about one hundred women approach the altar carrying all sorts of offerings: cleaning articles, various items of food, fruit (manioc, pineapples, avocados, papayas, mangos, sawa-sawa, peanuts), and a great variety of animals, both domestic and for food. The celebrant blesses them. The homily is pronounced in Fang, with a summary in Spanish. The Mass lasts a little more than three hours. Then comes a time of sharing followed by the meal, appetizing and varied, prepared by the women. 

I would like to highlight the figure of the catechist, Mr Antonio Eyama Oboama. He has been a catechist for fifty years without interruption in this same village and has not accepted better-paid jobs that would have demanded his departure from the village. Retired at present, he is the good man of all these people. 

We returned to the house towards six o’clock in the evening, after having had an unforgettable day due to the affection and the closeness of the people of Abeng-Eseng. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo - 30/10/2006

Bugobe, 10 years 
“THEY LOVED UNTIL THE END” 
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I am having lunch, when suddenly I receive a phone call from TV3. The journalist's voice sounds familiar, as well as expectant and inquisitive. Núria, an old student of my philosophy classes at the college, wants to confirm the news about four Spanish marist brothers murdered in the refugee camp of Nyamirangwe (Bugobe, Zaire as it was then, Democratic Republic of the Congo today). “I don't know anything", I answer her. I write down her phone number. A few minutes later, I receive another call confirming the news for the worst: Servando Mayor, aged 44, Miguel Ángel Island, 53, Fernando de la Fuente, of 53, and Julio Rodríguez, 40, have been killed. It was October 31, 1996. Ten years ago. Two years before, in 1994, there had been a terrible genocide that brought around half million people to death. Thousands of people belonging to the hutu tribe escaped, mainly to the Congo (Zaire) and set up refugee camps there. 

Four hutu brothers decided to help these people. Later on they were removed because their lives were in danger. Those responsible for the international politics were unable to act with some success. Africa was not in their agenda, but the area was a powder magazine continually sprinkled by social and political crisis. When the four brothers received the invitation of Brother Benito Arbués, Superior general, to leave the place, as their lives were seriously at risk there, they answered him: “We cannot leave behind those who have been abandoned by everybody. All the international organizations agents have left, and currently thousands of refugees who run away from other places on war are arriving here. We want to help welcome them". They wished to live out their mission thoroughly without looking for martyrdom. Things went worse but their message was still the same: "If you were here, you would also do what we are doing. We have made up our decision to stay here if you allow us to. The four of us think this way. Today we can escape, in some days perhaps it will not be possible… Our will is to stay here. For the time being we are not threatened, the only ones that can do harm to us are the rebels that are coming, but it seems that they respect the white people".

Servando’s last message ran: “Everybody has gone away from the camp of Nyamirangwe. We have been left here alone. We are expecting an attack at any time. It will be a bad sign if we do not make a phone call this afternoon. All this area is very upset. The refugees run away bound to nowhere. They may come back here again. Now there are many infiltrated violent people around. We’ll stay here since we don't want to get mixed either with the soldiers or the armed groups. 

When Servando was last in Spain, before returning to Africa, his mother asked him whether he really thought that he could do something for those poor people there. The answer sounded clear: "Mother, when the refugees see us missionaries around, it is the same as if they saw God. If we don't help them, nobody will do”.

This was not social heroism, but deeply rooted faith: “I feel that God asks me to remain here". When I remember these four marist brothers’ martyrdom, I think of essential values. Their biographies were normal, the kind of standard people, so no writer would find the ingredients required to write a book on them. When you take a risk, when you play that game scoring life or death, there are no way-outs. They made it this way. Human suffering and a deep faith can explain their decision. This is a good lesson for our polished Christian religion, since a lot of current discussions inside our Church today are pure art. They and people like them are the genuine face of the Church. They challenge all of us now remembering them 10 years after they were killed. Somebody wrote a book about them and gave it a title that summarizes their lives perfectly well: “They loved until the end". 
H. Lluís Serra Llansana 

Brazil - 30/10/2006

Brother Seán visits the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
CHAMPAGNAT BELONGS TO ALL WHO ARE COMMITTED TO HIS MISSION 
The Brother Superior General of the Marist Institute, Brother Seán Sammon, after having visited the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, came to the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul from the 1st to the 15th October. Among other activities, he participated in the Meeting of Social leaders of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul at Florianópolis, SC, in October. The event was marked by the pooling of activities that took place in the units of the Social Sector during 2006. 

Brother Seán attended presentations made by the Social Units on the services offered in the domains of Child Education, of Complementary Education and of Regular Education and then he gave to nearly sixty participants a talk whose principal subject was solidarity and how the spirit of Champagnat is alive among the laity. 

Brother made an appeal to the participants to assume responsibility in the mission, using as an example the works carried out with young people and adolescents employed in the Social Units. “Champagnat does not only belong to the Church and to the brothers. He belongs to all those who are committed to his mission. We can note a great difference in the lives of young people with whom we work. You are not only improving the life of these people, you are proclaiming the Kingdom of God. You work with the children and young people who live in the suburbs and who lack many things. And they are interested in what these structural, profound changes do, and they can already see the results of their work. This work is going to continue and it will take a lot of our energy. Some people will feel disturbed when the changes commence to interfere profoundly in the reality of things. But changing the social reality is what the Gospel tells us,” said Brother Seán.
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For Brother Seán, the work carried out in the Marist units is of extreme importance, principally for the villages in developing countries. “In a few parts of the world, poverty is so general that any programme can be considered as social,” he commented. And he insisted on the necessity for finding meaning in this work; it’s from there that we draw our strength. For that, we must consider our mission as a part of the mission of the Church. 

Brother Seán also spoke to the participants on the way in which the Vatican sees the figure of Champagnat. “One week before the canonisation, we received in Rome to visit of a journalist who told us: “You perhaps do not have the dimension of the way in which the Church sees Champagnat. For you he is a brother, but for the Church he is a true saint.” I did not know to what he was referring until I saw the image of our Founder in the Vatican, on the exterior wall of an apse designed by Michelangelo. That has a very special meaning for the Church.”

Brother Seán explained that when Champagnat spoke with the teachers, he asked them to pray for their work, in a period when education was in ruins. He asked them to be amongst children, in a period during which a great distance existed between the teachers and the students. With that he showed that the seculars must grow in family spirit.

Brother Seán finished his talk with the words of the prophet Habakkuk: “The mission has a meaning. And this mission makes us finish our work until its last consequences. ‘If that drags along, hope: because it will come, certainly’ so that you will accomplish it.

Leaving Latin America, Brother Seán continued his visits to the Provinces, passing now through the United States of America from the 18th to the 28th October. 

Brazil - 27/10/2006

1st Congress of Marist Youth Ministry in the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
IN THE HEART AN OPTION THAT MAKES ME HAPPY 
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With the motto “In the heart an option that makes me happy”, the 1st Congress of Marist Youth Ministry started in the Marist College of Santa Maria de Curitiba on the 12th October. The congress commenced with a lot of animation, counting on the presence of all the units of the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul. Approximately 470 young people from Marist colleges, social works and faculties of PUCPR, youth ministers, Marist Brothers, representatives of the Youth Ministry movement of Brazil and parents remained united until Saturday 14th October. 

The official opening started with the presentation of the Youth Ministers of the Santa Maria College, Lucas and Wald, and was followed by the words of the Director General of the college, Brother Lauro Daros highlighting the option that makes us happy and he welcomed all on behalf of all the college. Brother Dávide Pedri, Vice-Provincial, accentuated the principal role of young people. Then, Brother João Batista Pereira said a few words, addressing a reflection to the young people on the commitment of being a young Marist today. Virginie Isber from the PUCPR, Curitiba campus, and Diogo Galline, from the Marist College of Maringá gave an opening speech on behalf of all Marist youth. 

The opening also included presentations by a dance group, a vocal group and a drama group, all from the Marist College of Santa Maria. The evening closed with a prayer. 

The second day of the congress, 13th October, benefited from the presence of the Superior General of the Marist Institute, Brother Seán Sammon. In greeting him some young people accompanied him to the rostrum where he received tributes from the assistants. The Youth Ministry Co-ordinator of the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul, Brother João Carlos do Prado, gave some moving words on the presence of Brother Seán among the young people, saying that the Superior is the living presence of Champagnat amongst us. Then, Gisele Felisbino, representative of the Marist Youth Ministry of the PUCPR, Curitiba campus, welcomed brother Seán on behalf of all Marist youth. 

During the morning, there was the presentation of a group of presenters who spoke about “Youth”. The first to talk directed his words to young people and public politics. Then Brother Seán spoke of young people in the Brazilian context. Sister Anete Giordani closed the cycle by treating youth and exclusion.

After the official photo in the company of Brother Seán, there were a series of questions addressed by the young people to the presenters. The morning finished with a warm goodbye to Brother Seán who left Brazil on the 15th October. 

The morning of the 14th October commenced with a prayer prepared by region 1, highlighting the importance of being salt and light at the heart of the society in which we live. Then, the Provincial Co-ordinator of Marist Youth Ministry, Brother João Batista Pereira, gave a brief outline of Marist Youth Ministry, from its launching, presenting the number of groups, participants and monitors in the four regions. 

In a climate of great joy and of good disposition, the Congress of the Marist Youth Ministry closed with the celebration of the Eucharist, which included the participation of all congress participants and the personnel of Santa Maria College.

The celebration was the culminating point of the Congress. It was an occasion to praise and give thanks to the Lord for the first year of Marist Youth Ministry and for the success of the Congress.

At the end of the celebration, the Provincial Co-ordinator of Marist Youth Ministry, Brother João Batista Pereira, addressed a few words of gratitude to those present and posed a challenge to the young people: to be young people committed to Marist Youth Ministry, by being protagonists, by helping in the transformation of society, making it more just, more fraternal and helping it to show more solidarity. 

Swizerland - 27/10/2006

UN reveals full range and scale of Violence against Children 
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STUDY 
Much violence against children remains hidden and is often socially approved, according to the United Nations Secretary-General's Study on Violence against Children presented yesterday to the UN General Assembly. For the first time, a single document provides a comprehensive global view of the range and scale of violence against children.

Violence against children includes physical violence, psychological violence, discrimination, neglect and maltreatment. It ranges from sexual abuse in the home to corporal and humiliating punishment at school; from the use of physical restraints in children's homes to brutality at the hands of law enforcement officers; from abuse and neglect in institutions to gang warfare on the streets where children play or work; from infanticide to so-called "honour" killing.

"The best way to deal with violence against children is to stop it before it happens," says Professor Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, the Independent Expert appointed by the Secretary-General to lead the Study. "Everyone has a role to play in this, but States must take the primary responsibility. That means prohibiting all kinds of violence against children, wherever it occurs and whoever is the perpetrator, and investing in prevention programmes to address the underlying causes. People must be held accountable for their actions but a strong legal framework is not only about sanctions, it is about sending a robust, unequivocal signal that society just will not accept violence against children."

The Study, which combines human rights, public health and child protection perspectives, focuses on five 'settings' where violence occurs: the home and family, schools and educational settings, institutions (care and judicial), the workplace, and the community.

Extreme violence against children may hit the headlines but the Study concludes that for many children violence is routine, a part of their daily reality. Although much violence remains hidden or unreported, and figures therefore often underestimate the scope of the problem, the statistics in the report reveal a startling picture.

You may download the entire report following the link: http://www.champagnat.org/en/250301007.htm 

Italy - 26/10/2006

Manziana: closure of the Spanish and Portuguese Third Age 
ECHOES OF AN EXPERIENCE 
Every trial that is overcome leaves one totally satisfied. At the time of saying goodbye to the group of brothers of the Third Age for the Spanish and Portuguese languages, a feeling of gratitude immediately surged forth towards the Giver of every good and to the Good Mother for the experience throughout this journey in fraternal community, both Marist and Marianist. 

Brothers Inocencio Martínez Calvo and Carlos Wielganczuk, director and sub-director, before returning to their respective communities in Paraguay and Brazil, gathered the memories of the course in an evaluation in which a global feeling of joy, of gratitude, of satisfaction and goodness appeared. 
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The two months encounter at Manziana “was for me a time of grace”, “I felt loved and listened to”; “I leave with a feeling of admiration and of gratitude for the service, the welcome, the details evidenced in the common life, the devotion, the refinement, the family spirit, the mutual enrichment.” “One of the points that I admired the most in the group was the service of others, these little things realised for the good of the other and what I would call the little shoots of love.” Al were unanimous in expressing their satisfaction for the different outings, excursions, pilgrimages, especially the stay at the Hermitage, which received the applause of all.

Some other appreciations carried complementary nuances and insisted on the fact that “this was a renewal course during which I reflected a great deal on my life, I prayed with a greater intensity and I found inner peace once more.” “I can say that I was satisfied with the two months at Manziana: they offered me more than I could have hoped for. Place, climate, ambiance, all were excellent.” “It is extraordinary to encounter God again in his heart, to know how to encounter him always and not to lose him.” “I have been happy living in the fraternity. We have had the luck of having formidable brothers amongst us. I have been interested by the apostolate and social mission that our brothers carry out, especially in America.” “For me, the course was excellent. The talks, appropriate and given well. The group, very united. The union could not have been better. The co-ordination, excellent.”

“I needed this break; I saw examples of extraordinary service and availability, which concretised our way of being Marist: humility, simplicity and modesty. They are experiences that remain engraved and they cannot be forgotten.”

“We were welcomed with affection and sympathy: the course was characterised by a tranquil and animated rhythm. The days were excellent: talks in the morning and personal reflection in the afternoon. Each one, rich with his differences, brought a sympathetic touch to the group.” “The celebration of the Eucharist and the other community celebrations were varied and rich in participation.” “An experience that will be a very strong impetus for the rest of my days.” “I feel stimulated and full of energy to live my life, knowing that all is a gift from God. The pilgrimage and stay at the Hermitage committed me, once more, to live my life as a Marist Brother the most intensely possible.” “The talks adapted, the meals very healthy and substantial, no one fell ill. The times of rest and the free days, very appropriate.”

There were also contrasting opinions: “The themes of the course had the air of a pigsty: you could say they were chosen to occupy the time rather than reach precise objectives. Whatever they were, these objectives did not seem to respond to my needs or my expectations. Anyway, thank you for what was done: it wasn’t nothing!”

And the brothers concluded by a large chapter of thanks full of expression of praise: to the team responsible for the course, to the Brothers Provincial, to the General Council, to the chaplain Father Pascal and also to the presenters and finally to Inocencio, Carlos and George for their devotion. “Thank you very much and may God repay a hundredfold those who participated in the preparation and running of this beautiful course at Manziana.” 

Romania - 25/10/2006

Inauguration of the Saint Marcellin Champagnat Centre for homeless minors 
THE MARIST PRESENCE IS CONSOLIDATED IN ROMANIA 
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The brothers arrived in Romania in 1998. They dedicated the first years to learning the language and becoming familiar with Romanian culture, and to the analysis of real problems that affect the children and adolescents of this society. Moved by the great quantity of problems associated with poverty and social exclusion, especially the phenomenon of street children, the brothers opened their own house in 2004 to welcome eight homeless children. 

Since then, a series of meetings between the brothers and Caritas-Voralberg (Austria) led to a common project: the construction of a mini-village in view of welcoming homeless minors, street children as well as those abandoned by their families. The project was able to be financed thanks to the co-ordination of Caritas-Volralberg, who sought the support of numerous sponsors, and to the Marist Province of Ibérica. 

The official inauguration of the Saint Marcellin Champagnat Centre took place on the 6th October, but it is useful to note that it had been functioning since last June, welcoming twenty-four boys and girls. Two children from the Centre symbolically cut the ribbon, after which the Archbishop of Bucharest blessed each of the houses. Those present included the President of Caritas-Austria, the Austrian ambassador and the Spanish Consul. The Marist Institute was represented by Brothers Emili Turú, General Councillor, and Samuel Holguín, Provincial of Ibérica. A few brothers from Greece, Hungary and Spain also participated in the celebration.

Congratulations to the new Saint Marcellin Champagnat Centre of Bucharest, whose principal characteristics are the following: 

Aim: to welcome homeless minors.

Juridical nature: centre of social services in collaboration with the “Direction of the Protection of the Child” of Sector 6 of Bucharest.

Maximum capacity: 40 children 

Composition (first phase): 4 houses and the Marist community residence.

Annual budget: 110,000 €

Personnel: 3 direction-management, 12 teachers, 2 cooks, 4 volunteer residents. 
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