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New Zealand - 07/12/2006

"The Grove" Community 
A new way to wide the space of our tent 
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In January 2001 a new and different type of community was established in Lower Hutt, a separate city more or less next to New Zealand’s capital, Wellington. It was a young adult community, comprising Brothers, young men and young women. It was called “The Grove” because it was at 2 Damian Grove – and young adults like names for places and things (houses, cars, dolls, along with nicknames for one another). Two Brothers had been invited to establish what is now known as the Marist Young Adult Ministry (MYAM).

While numbers have varied over the six years of its existence, it seems that the best arrangement is to have 2 Brothers, 2 young men and 3 young women since this helps maintain a reasonable gender balance.

The aims of the community are clearcut:

• To give young adults an experience of living Christian community.

• To base the spiritual elements of the community on Gospel and Marist values and show how these carry over into everyday living.

• To encourage the young adults to become involved in some sort of outreach, probably to disadvantaged youth, at the same time as they continue their own studies or work.

• To provide a centre which offers hospitality and welcome to other young adults.

• To foster an outreach to young adults who find they have moved away from the institutional Church but who are, nevertheless, people with spiritual needs and aspirations

• To develop a spirituality that is truly apostolic and real in today’s world.

• To foster the charism of St Marcellin in the lives of the community members.

The community has become well known in young adult circles in both Lower Hutt and Wellington, with the community members taking part in young adult activities such as monthly Masses and religious discussions, retreats, university gatherings and functions, as well as hosting social functions at The Grove.

A quarterly newsletter, “MYAM Notes”, is sent to young adults throughout New Zealand as well as to schools with a Marist tradition, parishes, diocesan young adult offices and interested adults.

A weekly email, “MYAM-email”, is sent to about 200 young adults and Brothers and other interested adults. This is a brief reflective message which appears to be appreciated by the recipients.

It has proved difficult to organise consistent outreach initiatives on a community basis. Some members have been quite regularly involved with a L’Arche-type group on a monthly basis and others have helped elderly people in and around their homes. Mentoring at a nearby Marist-tradition school has been investigated and while it nearly became a reality it is still in the realm of a good idea. Finding the time in a busy work or study schedule has consistently proved difficult. But where there is a will, there is a way, and maybe 2007 will be the year of a Champagnat community outreach.

The young adults live in The Grove for a year and then move on. They pay weekly rent, take their turn cooking and preparing the evening prayer, assist in the housework and general maintenance of the grounds. When they move on, it is with a sense of identifying as “Marist” and proudly bear the title of “Grovite”, indicating that they have lived at The Grove. 

Spain - 06/12/2006

70 years of martyrdom of six brothers who formed the community of Malaga in 1936 
Grateful memory 
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Coinciding with the anniversary of the date of the martyrdom of Brother Roque (18th October) there were different ceremonies at the Marist College of Malaga in memory of the martyrdom of six out of the nine brothers who formed the community of Malaga between August and October 1936. 

Previously on the 24th September (date of the death of Brothers Guzmán and Fernando María), in the Sanctuary of the Patroness of Malaga, Saint Mary of Victory, a Eucharist was celebrated for the Marist Brothers who gave their lives seventy years ago. 

More than one hundred people (Marist community, former students some of whom knew Brother Guzmán directly, such as Father Juan Pérez Maqueda who was prepared for his first holy communion by him, director, teachers and former teachers, committee director of ADEMAR, current students of the college, parents of students and non-teaching personnel) participated in the ceremonies that took place in the college of Our Lady of Victory. 

Initially, a documentary was shown on the Marist College of Malaga from 1924, the year of its foundation, until 1936, with testimonies given by students of this time who knew the martyrs directly; even one of them accommodated Brother Roque in his house until the day he was killed. 

Then in the school chapel, a Eucharist was celebrated, at which Father Juan Manuel González Ruiz (former student at the college) and Father Francisco García Mota (Dean of the cathedral of Malaga) presided. It was an act of THANKSGIVING: for all the activities realised in the past, particularly for the dedication of a Square to Saint Marcellin Champagnat with a beautiful monument that presides there; a square and monument that were the realisation of a long dream of ADEMAR.

The Mass finished outside the chapel where a plaque was blessed, recalling Brother Guzmán as founder of the college (he was the superior of the community in 1936 and as martyr for the faith. Then a few triptychs were distributed which, through direct testimonies, recounted the life of Brother Guzmán and of the Marist College of Malaga until 1936. 

Kenya - 05/12/2006

Meeting of young people from the African continent with the Brother Superior General and his Council 
The representatives of eleven countries gathered together in Nairobi 
The “meeting of the General Council with young people of Africa” took place from the 25th to the 27th November as was planned in the calendar developed by the General Council for the pastoral animation visits to the Provinces of Marist Africa. The Brother Superior General and his Council wanted to be attentive to a group of young Africans to reflect, dialogue and share about their Christian life and Marist vocation today. Together, they tried to discover the current reality of Africa, to understand how the young African faces this reality, to share their role and commitment as young Christians in the African context and to respond to the reality of each country. 
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The convocation was addressed to the young people of the five Administrative Units in which the brothers are present on the African continent. The place of the meeting was a retreat house in Nairobi, run by the Salesians and situated a few kilometres from MIC amidst exuberant nature, specific of these lands of equatorial latitudes. 

The young participants came from eleven countries corresponding to the following Marist Provinces: Southern Africa: Angola (2), Malawi (1), Mozambique (2), Zambia (2), Zimbabwe (1); East Central Africa: Kenya (13), Rwanda (6), Tanzania (6) ; Madagascar: Madagascar (1); Nigeria: Nigeria (2); District of West Africa: Ghana (1). The difficulties of transport, communication and resources were an important challenge for these Administrative Units who had to organise themselves so that these young people of Africa, invited by the Brother Superior General and his Council, could spend three days with them to listen to each other. 

The young people felt “happy to participate in this meeting” where “Marist fraternity” was expressed towards them and the “simplicity of the participants”, according to their own testimonies made the slogan of the meeting effective. This slogan was proclaimed in Swahili: “Tushirikiane katika undugu” (Sharing fraternity). “I was moved to know that everyone had a similar reality and the same problems,” commented some of them. “I knew the reality of other countries which is spoken about in mine,” assured another. 

The harsh reality of eleven countries, all marked by a great diversity of languages, of cultures and of traditions and some with serious aftermaths of war, was shared with simplicity and transparency. Brother Seán in his message, read at the end of the meeting, referred to these things: “With a simple and spontaneous language you have described an ensemble of personal challenges and challenges of your countries to which you need to give a face. Drugs, poverty, sexual conduct which does not respect the dignity of each person, violence, war, the corruption of governments and other instances, and the lack of possibilities.”

The discussions, the dialogue, the work in groups, the pooling in the plenary assembly, as well as the moments of free expression through drama, song or other dynamics gave the opportunity to each person to share his or her experiences and feelings. Despite all, several would have liked “more time for dialogue, for conviviality, to be able to express their opinions.” In their final evaluation they declared that “from now on we understand clearly where to start the improvement of Africa,” realising our work “united with our young Marist Brothers” in order to “construct the African continent rooted in its values” and to confront “the challenge of seeing one day this continent with better life conditions.” I saw, one of them said, that in Marist life “the doors are open.” And another concluded “My heart pushes me to follow the life of a Marist Brother.”

Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Director of the Bureau of Vocations, was helped by an efficient team composed in the following way: Coordinator: Brother Auxensio Dickson (Malawi); Vice-coordinator: Brother Albert Ongemba Yallo (D. R. Congo); Treasurer: Brother Adriano Safuanda (Angola); Logistics: Teodoro Grageda (MIC); Hosea Muguera (Kenya) and with the generous support of a group of scholastics from MIC. 

Kenya - 01/12/2006

Br. Seán celebrates his birthday at Nairobi 
Dance, rhythm, song and exuberant colours 
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The taut skin of the “ngoma” beat out the celebration of the birthday of Brother Seán Sammon at MIC, Nairobi. On the same day we closed the liturgical year with the feast of Christ the King. The two events delighted the spirits of the participants. The chapel at MIC was full with the presence of the five Marist fraternities of student brothers, neighbours and friends. The group of young people who were participating in the “Meeting of young people of Africa with the Superior General and his Council”, having come from eleven distinct countries where the brothers are present, were also present. They assured their activities with the General Council in the D:B: YES, a house run by the Salesians a few kilometres from MIC at Nairobi.

The student brothers from the “Marist International Centre (MIC)” led the chants of the liturgical assembly with rhythms of African folklore and its magnificent polyphony and with the liturgical dance that the Church in Africa incorporates so splendidly in its liturgy. It was Sunday. A few dozen white soutanes contrasted with the festive clothing of the different ethnic groups represented at MIC. Dance, rhythm, song, exuberant colours! It was the feast of the Lord and the birthday of Brother Seán. 

At the end of the Mass, Brother Seán thanked everyone for the prayers that this Marist community had offered to the Lord for him, in union with all the members of the Institute. And he thanked the Lord “for having arrived at the end of his fifty years.”

The General Council continued the meeting with the young people of Africa and at the end of the afternoon, brothers and young people gathered around Brother Seán to offer him, on the day of his birthday, a baton of command representative of the authority in the tribe, while the more skilful danced to the rhythms of their own countries. 

Brother Luis Garcia Sobrado, Vicar General, thanked Brother Seán, on behalf of the entire Institute, for his work, his service and his love of the brothers, “marvellous companions”, that the Lord had placed on our pathway. 

General House - 30/11/2006

Eighth version of the “Marist Apostolic Spirituality” 
The International Commission finishes its work 
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The International Commission which has worked on the “Marist Apostolic Spirituality” document since 2004 met at Rome from the 16th to the 22nd November 2006 to concretise the eighth version of the text, prepare a detailed plan, with a calendar included, for the printing and presentation of the text and to make necessary plans for its efficient distribution. 

The seventh version was written during last summer by the writing commission after having received contributions from the entire Institute. The International Commission worked from the sixth version of the document. Gathered firstly in small language groups, and then in the plenary session, they received the definitive observations concerning the contents and the structure of the text, symbols that completed the contents of each chapter, nuances of style, of writing, simplification of repetitions, etc… in order to deliver them to the writing team of the eighth version. A proposal for the title of the document was also made during this November meeting. This work was not easy. The multiple contributions inspired by creativity remain in the hands of the “writing committee” which must present the text to the General Council. 

A second work of this International Commission was that of planning the process of divulging of the new document and the formation of people who are going to encourage the awareness of Marist spirituality. With these contributions, the International Commission considers that its work is finished. 

The printing of the text approved by the General Council will be done in Rome in four languages to be distributed to the Institute from June 2007. It is also planned to publish an edition of FMS Message on “Marist Apostolic Spirituality” at the end of the “Year of Marist Spirituality” that the General Council has planned to launch from October 2007 until August 2008. 

Present at the meeting were Agnes Reyes (Philippines), Bernice Reintjens (the Netherlands ), Sister Vivienne Goldstein, (General Councillor of the Marist Sisters), and Brothers Maurice Goutagny (France), Benito Arbués (Spain), Bernard Beaudin (Canada), Vanderlei Soela (Brazil), Michel-Ange Santos (Mexico), Lawrence Ndawala (Malawi), Nicholas Fernando (Sri Lanka), Graham Neist (Australia), Peter Rodney, General Councillor, et Luis Sobrado (Vicar General). Brother Spiridion Ndanga (Rwanda) was unable to attend.

The communications group included Brothers Antonio Martínez Estaún (Director of Publications), Joadir Foresti (Brazil), Jean Pierre Destombes, (France), and Federico Carpintero (Spain). 

Spain - 28/11/2006

Entry to the novitiate of Seville 
Response of three young people to the call of God 
On the 7th November, and after a preparatory retreat of several days duration, three young people entered the novitiate of Seville. A Eucharist was celebrated in a very familial setting. Brother Manuel Jorques, Provincial of Mediterránea, was present and he gave each novice a copy of the Constitutions, commenting on the meaning that they must have for their life. The celebration finished with an act of thanksgiving and a fraternal meal. 
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The new novices are: Pere Castanyé, José Antonio Porras and Pedro Uceda. Their ages range from twenty-two to thirty-one years. The first two are former Marist students and they belong to the Province of L’Hermitage. Both have been linked to pastoral activities of their respective college where they belonged to university groups of faith. Pedro Uceda, who is the youngest, comes from the Province of Mediterránea. He was in a religious college and belonged to groups of Christian life. His first contact with the Marists took place three years ago when he met the community of the post-novitiate of Grenade. 

“The novices have as their fundamental work to continue to discern their vocation,” noted Brother Pere Ferré, who is responsible for them. “They have two excellent years to interiorise, to integrate their human dimensions and to deepen their relationship with Jesus and the tender knowledge of Mary and of Champagnat.”

Their formation is inscribed in three directions. They study in community all that concerns Marist life: knowledge of the Founder, the first brothers and the history of the Institute, as well as the Constitutions, the Formation Guide and Marist spirituality. 

They pursue their formation with other novices – male and female – of ten congregations following an inter-novitiate plan that lasts two years and which includes material such as spiritual theology, the theology of community life, the mission of religious life, etc. … As well, during several weekends they participate in workshops on the meaning of the novitiate, prayer workshops and seminars on the vows, affective formation…

They also participate in courses given at the Centre of Theological Studies, CTS, in the seminary of Seville. 

Three intense experiences are planned for them throughout these two years: a solidarity experience during one summer; a pilgrimage to the Hermitage at the start of the second year of the novitiate and a community experience of one month, approximately, towards half way through the second year of novitiate. 

As many Brother Accompaniers as novices collaborate one afternoon each week in groups linked to the parish, as is the case with an association for the prevention of drug dependencies, (remedial work with children and adolescents in conflict, education in values…) or with another charitable association where they look after children while their mothers pursue courses in hygiene, cooking, education of children or of different forms of training…; and finally they work with groups of immigrants. 

The novitiate is placed in a district on the outskirts of Seville, in a zone well populated with simple people. This favours a simple lifestyle, an experience of Church in contact and frequent participation with the parish. “It seems,” continues Brother Pere “that this is the place indicated for self formation in the religious life of the future, learning to live from within, interiorising the daily reality, contact with people and, in that, perceiving God present in history.”

Brother José Delgado Garcia 

Mozambique - 27/11/2006

First vows in the Southern Africa Province 
No more novices but brothers 
We witnessed a colorful ceremony here at our International novitiate, of Matola, Southern Africa Province when six novices pronounced their first vows in the presence of five priests, seventeen sisters, over twenty young St Marcellin group and unnumbered laity. 
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They are Brothers Antonio Jamal from Mozambique, Cosmas Chembe, Alexander Chimera, Richard Chidothi and Crisple Mkwani from Malawi and Eugine Chimba from Zambia. Indeed this 18th November will forever remain their Galilee day in following Jesus in the footsteps of Saint Marcellin.

Father Amerigo, the chaplain reminded them and us all about the needed to be well grounded in our vocations. He emphasized that today perseverance is becoming an issue of great concern to the majority of us in Africa basing our accuses on being first born or the only one who has gone to school, hence many asking for dispensation once the honeymoon phase of religious life is over. He challenged them to take prayer seriously especially when victimized by life storms and to always remember that he will always be there for them.

The hall was packed to the capacity with women religious groups, youths and the laity whose active participation was felt after the after the end of meals. Pieces of advice were thrown onto our newly professed when there was an open forum and I hope they will always remember these words in their experience of our Marist life. 

Bravo our newly professed and courage in your new life, enjoy it and love it, let it help many youth to come closer to Jesus.

Simeon Banda, fms 

Canada - 24/11/2006

100 years of Brother Omer Ouellet 
Celebration for our Centenarian 
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On the 12th November 2006, about one hundred and twenty people came to celebrate the one hundred years of our venerated jubilarian, Brother Omer Ouellet. The festivities were held at our house at St-Jean-sur-Richesecteur Iberville.

Present at the celebration were about forty-five relatives of the jubilarian: great-nephews and nieces and undoubtedly great-great-nephews and nieces. More than seventy brothers were also present as well as Bishop François Lapierre, bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe. 

A short religious ceremony took place in the house’s chapel. Then everyone headed for the dining room where tributes were paid to the jubilarian and messages from religious and civil authorities were read. 

Brother Omer, despite his deafness, seemed to greatly appreciate all the tributes and he asked his great-niece, Mrs Claire Pimparé, to thank all the people who had come to celebrate with him. 

Swizerland - 23/11/2006

Manziana Renewal Course visits Geneva 
Meeting with Brother César Henríquez 
The brothers who are participating in the Third Age renewal course at Manziana visited Geneva on their way to the Hermitage. At Geneva they had the opportunity of seeing the work that is being launched on behalf of the entire Institute in collaboration with Franciscans International before the United Nations.

This activity is part of the programme of animation and education of BIS with regard to the promotion and the defence of the Rights of the Child, a project launched by the General Council two years ago and which includes since October of this year a new presence in Geneva, a Marist community of the Province of L’Hermitage which supports the initiative of the brothers of the General Administration.

The brothers had the opportunity to dialogue with Brother César Henríquez, member of BIS who co-ordinates the work at Geneva, about the current organisational work and about future projects, in order to support the work that the Marists are already doing in different Provinces and to encourage the realisation of new projects. 

Millions of children and adolescents see their future being threatened given the poverty, the lack of education, discrimination, violence and many other situations that unjustly handicap and marginalise them. We Marists of the whole world have a voice and we want it to be heard, joining the work of education and of human and Christian promotion that we are currently carrying out, in order to seek ways of assuring them a more just and equitable world. 

The brothers of BIS at Geneva will continue to offer this type of dialogue and reflection to brothers and laypeople in the aim of collaborating in the deepening of the Marist mission in the world of today. 

Ghana - 22/11/2006

A series of perpetual professions 
District of West Africa 
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It is always a blessing to know that, in our District of West Africa, we have six perpetual pro-fessions this year. Six brothers from different countries and on different dates are consecrating themselves definitively to the Lord in the Marist family. 

On the 21st October, it was Brother Isaac Kwame, from Ghana. The ceremony was held in the parish of “All Saints” to which belongs his community of Kumasi and it was presided over by the auxiliary bishop, Bishop Gabriel Anokye. The brothers of the three other Marist communities of Ghana and many religious and priests took part. The parish was in charge of the organisation of the ceremony and of preparing the fraternal festivities that followed. 

On the 4th November, two brothers from Ivory Coast made their perpetual vows: Joachim Doua and Pascal Koffi, at Korhogo in the rebels’ zone in a country affected by more than four years of war and crisis. A group of brothers from Ghana wanted to be at the celebration, defying numerous police controls on the way, since Joachim currently works in Ghana. The ceremony was presided over by the Vicar General of the diocese, Télesphore Kambere. The bishops of Korhogo and of Bouaké, dioceses where the brothers work, have died recently. Families, friends, religious, priests and teachers from the school attended the ceremony and the fraternal meal that followed in the grounds of our school. 

On the 27th December, this annual series will culminate with the perpetual professions of three Cameroon brothers, Peter Awoh, Simón Kanjam and Martín Nguma. Brother Sylvain Yao, District Superior, has been at all these professions and will be present at this one as well. With this series, of the forty-nine African brothers in the District, thirty-four have made their perpetual profession. Eight novices are preparing for their first vows in June of next year. The District of West Africa is growing stronger. 

Mexico - 21/11/2006

Second Meeting of Marist Institutions of Tertiary Education 
At the service of the marist mission 
The second meeting of representatives of Marist Institutions of Tertiary Education took place from the 9th to the 12th November at Guadalajara (Jalisco, Mexico) at the Marist University of Guadalajara. 

The thirty participants, representing more than twenty Institutions, worked especially on three subjects, which had been previously prepared by commissions appointed during the first meeting which took place at Curitiba (Brazil) in 2004. 
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On the first day, after a sympathetic and warm welcome offered by students from the University of Guadalajara, we worked on the subject of the possible creation of a Marist network of Institutions of Tertiary Education. On the sec-ond day, we studied a document on “the Marist Mission in Tertiary Education” and on the 1tth November we finally approved a proposal of offering a Marist formation service open to the Institute. 

The morning of the 12th November was consecrated to finishing the subjects that were studied on the preceding days as well as nominating different international commissions: one for preparing the Statutes of the future network of Marist Institutions of Tertiary Education; another that will finish the document on “the Marist Mission in Tertiary Education”; another for studying pathways of collaboration between different institutions and another for proposing ways for mixed work in making use of information technology. A small committee of five persons will co-ordinate these work teams and will prepare the following meeting, planned for 2008 in Spain. 

In the evaluation on the last day, the participants were unanimous in high-lighting the excellent hospitality of the University that hosted us, the good organisation, the significant advance in the study materials that were presented and the excellent spirit which reigned during the entire meeting. 

Brothers Emili Turú and Juan Miguel Anaya participated in the meeting, representing the General Council’s Mission Commission.
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