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21st December, 2006 – 9th January, 2007
Brazil - 05/01/2007

The decoration of Christmas 2006 
The importance of the crib 
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Whether it be modern, rustic or traditional, Christmas decorations contribute to the formation of the Christian spirit of people of cities, visitors as well as residents. 

For nearly forty years, the Archdiocesan College of São Paulo, belonging to the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul has maintained the tradition and the creativity in the assembling the crib and the Christmas decorations on the well known imposing neoclassical façade of the college situated at Domingos de Moraes Street, 2565, Vila Mariana, in the western zone of the city of São Paulo, close to the shopping centre of Santa Cruz.

Benedict XVI highlighted the importance of the crib as a preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. “In a few days it will be Christmas, and I imagine that in your houses you will be finishing your crib,” said the Pope in the general audience of the 20th December 2006. The “representation of Christmas” is for the Pope, “an important element, not only for our spirituality, but for culture and art.” And he added that the cribs “continue to be in a simple and eloquent way the reminder of the One who comes to live amongst us.” 

The decoration of Christmas 2006 in the “Archi”, as it is fondly called, was done nearly completely with recycling material. Recycling is a topic that occupies a great place in world debate. The College has integrated it in its educational project through the programme Know how to care which has as its aim to awaken in the educational community the concern for the environment. 

In this way, 90% of the Christmas decorations were done with recycling material. Sixteen thousand disposable bottles were used, which gave form to the tress of the nativity, to the garlands, to the loops, to the snowmen and to the coloured spheres. The illuminated cascades were made with 137,500 lights. The portal, the angels and the central characters of the nativity were totally mechanised and life size. 

The most notable of this prowess is that everything was carried out with a lot of tenderness by the personnel of the college, who each year, surpass themselves in generosity and creativity. We must be more and more confident in their capacity for imagination, execution and in the principal role of the seculars of our works. 

The College Choir enhanced the moment of its opening to the public. Parents, students, teachers, administrative and services personnel, local authorities and many visitors gathered for this great event. During the months of December and of January, the visit to the crib and the Christmas decorations of the Marist Archdiocesan College of São Paulo will attract more than fifty-five thousand people. 

The centre, for several consecutive years, has participated in the “Illuminated Christmas” Competition which the Commercial Association of São Paulo promotes. In this context it has received the “Sign of Peace” Trophy.

Brother Benê Oliveira, fms 

Spain - 04/01/2007

Some days to think about the poorest 
Christmas in solidarity 
On the occasion of the celebration of Christmas (and it is already traditional) campaigns to collect food and clothing were organised in all the schools of the Province of Mediterránea. This food and clothing was then distributed among the poorest people of the surrounding areas: old people’s homes, houses of welcome, social works… or it was offered to diocesan Caritas. In general the response was very generous judging by the material delivered, since we calculated it to be several tonnes per school. 

Another tradition deeply rooted in the Province is the assembly of cribs during Advent, some of them being very artistic. 

For some time in certain centres they like to give a new vision to the cribs. Through the initiative of a few institutions of the school (catechists, parents, members of SED…) cribs were prepared that stayed open to the public. The visitors who come have the habit of leaving gifts. Frequently the amount left adds up to be a few thousand euros and this money is sent to SED (the NGO of the Spanish Marists) to respond to works in direct relationship with the Province (generally in Africa). 

Often the organisers of each crib make the figurines themselves. They often take it upon themselves to be available during the visiting hours of the crib. For this they take turns in small groups. 

Some of the cribs are entered into town competitions. Two of them have this year won first prize, consisting of several hundreds of dollars which was included with the gifts received.

This type of activity is not only aimed at gathering funds for a social work. We are seeking, in the same way, to create solidarity experiences such as working in a team (since there are many hours of work employed), to revive the sensitivity for the poorest of the poor, etc…

Brother José Delgado Garcia. 

Spain - 03/01/2007

Final retreat of Group ’76 at Siguënza 
Echoes of El Escorial 
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To finish these five months of grace that we spent at El Escorial, we retired to the house of welcome that the brothers have at Siguënza, accompanied by Brother Benito Arbués, whom we thank fraternally for his accompaniment. 

All throughout our life, and especially now, our challenge as believers and consecrated Marists consists in being able to recognise God in people, in events and particularly in the Church and in our Congregation. 

We realised that we learn to recognise God ordinarily in our life and in our decisions. We are convinced that “no one will produce fruit if he does not stay in Christ.” To discover this in our life was a great joy since perhaps sometimes we have seen it far off, and nevertheless, there it was in us. It is enough to recognise it, to accept it and to decide for him who is the source of our fruitfulness.

After having walked along the pathways of life for about fifty years, we note that beyond our delirium and our different illusions “God alone is enough.”

We thank God for belonging to a religious family that has given us so much since we were small. As Little Brothers of Mary we have discovered that “He consoles us, so that we can console” and to look at the world full of mercy. From this experience we understand the call reiterated in solidarity in which we are immerged as a Church and as a religious Institute.

The religious life to which we feel invited is in renewal: 

a) obliged and passionate; we suffer from so much marginalisation of children and young people – these are the majority – and the religious ignorance in this post-modern culture. 

b) for all humanity; injustice, peace and the search for a worthy life for all.

c) to accept ourselves as the image of the image: Christ Jesus. As a consequence our life must be a simple and visible testimony to the attitudes and sentiments of Jesus. 

On our return to our Provinces of origin, we will feel the passionate call that Jesus made to the religious and cultivated man who asked him who is his neighbour: “Go and do the same”, following the model of the Good Samaritan.

“It is I who chose you so that you would bear fruit.” This certitude gives us the courage to not allow ourselves be carried away by the criteria of the world, thinking to put ourselves in retirement to rest, but we are consecrated to the mission while our history lasts.

Now, we need to seek the essential. Already our life is taking the last impulse, leading us towards God as our sole absolute. The radical experience of God and the contemplative dimension of life are the calls that we experience as the radical forces of our life and future action. 

We finish this experience with the conviction that our work in the future is: “To love as God loves me.” We are grateful to the community of the house at Siguënza for their welcome and testimony of a Marist life that is simple and fraternal. 

Korea - 02/01/2007

Korea hosts the Extended General Council Meeting for Asia 
From the 18th to the 21st December 2006 
The District of Korea was, for a few days, the centre of interest of Marist life in Asia, hosting the Extended General Council Meeting for this region of the Institute. 

The participants in this assembly felt, from the very first moments, the extraordinary spirit of welcome from the brothers of the District. The “Saint Lazarus” retreat house, one hour from Seoul, was magnificently decorated by the brothers and the postulants, changing it for a few days into a Marist house: in the common places we found the logo of the Institute with pictures of Father Champagnat and phrases from our Constitutions or from our Founder… 
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As with all Extended General Council Meetings, this one had as its principal aim the meeting and the joint work of the General Council with the Provincial, District and Sector Councils of the region. On this occasion, throughout the four days from the 18th to the 21st December, the principal focus was situated in the refoundation of the current three Provinces: China, Philippines and Sri Lanka and Pakistan, and one District, Korea into two Provinces. 

A total of thirty-two brothers participated in this meeting: seven from the General Council; five from the Province of China; five from the Philippines; five from Sri Lanka and Pakistan; two from India; four from Korea; and four invited brothers: two from Japan and two from the Consultative Committee of the mission “ad gentes” project. 

Refoundation
Thanks to the work done previously at the heart of the distinct Administrative Units and with the collaboration of corresponding commissions that prepared the materials, this meeting was able to concretise important aspects concerning the commencement of the two future Provinces. 

Motivated by Brother Seán, who presented the refoundation not only as an administrative question but also as an opportunity for personal conversion and for extending our current frontiers, the meeting studied for a good part of the time in two groups the composition of the future Provinces. 

The Provincial and District Councillors shared their vision of the future Province, their dreams and hopes, and also their concerns and fears in order to have them presented throughout the process that was starting immediately. January 2007 will be the time for launching the sondage for the appointment of the Brother Provincial for the two Provinces, leading to the formal commencement of the two Provinces with the constitution of the two Provincial Councils throughout 2007. 

The brothers had to dedicate sufficient time to discussing the details of the two processes, namely the appointment of the first Provincial and the constitution of the first Provincial Chapter in order to be able to present them for approval to the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

Other aspects concerning animation and government were also treated with future work yet to be done in both areas. 

Theses discussions were held in an atmosphere of enthusiasm and collaboration. 

Open Forum
Time was given to an open forum for interaction with the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

Among the subjects discussed was the agreement to celebrate a meeting of the General Council with young people from Asia in September 2007 in the Philippines. 

Meeting with the brothers of the District
The afternoon of the 20th December started with a visit to the Museum of the History of Korea which gave a good opportunity to embrace the antique and rich history of this nation and it finished with a familial meeting with the brothers of the District. 

This celebration of the Marist family started with a shared discussion followed by a dinner during which there was a rich exchange with the postulants, novices and brothers of Korea. 

Finally, each participant received a small souvenir of the country, made in the house where the brothers look after children and young people with handicaps. 

Mission ad gentes
The final day was dedicated to the subject of Mission “ad gentes”, especially as its focus will be Asia. 

Brothers Luis Sobrado and Michael Flanigan informed the Assembly about everything that was being finished up until this moment, as well as future plans. There was also time for consultation with relation to distinct points that are going to be submitted soon to the General Council. 

One of the most discussed subjects was the administrative structure that is to be adopted for the brothers and communities sent “ad gentes” in Asia, as this needs to be in close harmony and dialogue with the current and future Administrative Units. 

Conclusion
Brother Seán closed the Extended General Council Meeting for Asia during the afternoon of the 21st December, thanking each and every one of the participants for their participation and active and constructive presence, and he invited all to follow in the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: an audacious and courageous man whose confidence in God and in the Good Mother helped him to overcome all difficulties. He recalled the call of Pope John Paul II to make Asia a priority for evangelisation, especially as some of the poorest countries of the world are found there. 

Great things are happening in Asia; not only thanks to the mission “ad gentes” project but also to the audacity and generosity of the actual brothers of this continent. Undoubtedly, this is the dawning of a new day for the realisation of the dream of Father Champagnat in this part of the world. 

Canada - 29/12/2006

An exposition of various representations of the cross. 
“O Crux ave, spes unica” 
The crucifix is perhaps the most largely presented emblem in religious art.

Browsing through our patrimonial reserves, Brother Paul-André Lavoie realised that we possessed several crucifixes and other representations of the cross and of Christ on the cross. He consulted others, asking, “Would it be opportune to organise an exposition of various representations of the cross?” His advisors told him that this initiative would be very interesting. 
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With a few confrères, he quickly set about organising an exposition from our patrimonial riches and from some loans on the part of the confrères. A section of the Salle Champagnat presented one hundred and fifty objects on this subject. You have read correctly: one hundred and fifty objects!!!!

Notable relic of the real cross brought to Canada by the brothers of St-François-Régis when they arrived in the country

Paintings by various artists, one of whom is Dali 

Crucifixes of various origins

Crosses in various materials 

Crosses of various dimensions

Jesus in the position of being crucified, an unfinished work carried out by Brother Jérôme Legaré. He refused to make the arms, saying “We are the arms of Christ. We are the hands of Christ.” In this sense, our arms and our hands are at the service of our brothers. 

Several images representing crucifixes

A few richly illustrated volumes on the Crucified and the crucifix. 

The exposition “O Crux ave, spes unica” welcomed visitors during the whole month of November. Brother Laurent POTVIN 

Greece - 28/12/2006

S. B. Christodoulos, a marist alumnus 
First official visit of an orthodox archbishop to the Pope 
Archbishop Christodoulos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church, expressed hope that his historic meeting with Benedict XVI will lead to a joint declaration in favor of recognizing Europe's Christian roots. 

The meeting concluded with the signature of a common declaration on the part of the two religious leaders in which the collaboration of orthodox and catholic is reaffirmed particularly in the defense of life and in the recovery of the Christian roots in Europe. 

It was not the first visit of the Greek archbishop to the Vatican, but it was the first time he visited a Pope. His Beatitude Christodoulos had met the cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, dean of the Cardinals College, in the funeral honors for John Paul II, April 8, 2005. 

For insight into today's visit and its ecumenical repercussions, ZENIT interviewed Monsignor Dimitrios Salachas, of the Greek-Catholic Apostolic Exarchy of Athens.

The monsignor is a professor of canon law in Rome, and a consultor for the Congregation for Eastern Churches, the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and other Roman Curia organizations. 

We bring in here one of the questions in that interview:

The archbishop Christodoulos studied at "Leonteion" Catholic School run by the Marist Brothers in Athens. Did this fact lead him to be open to the dialogue between orthodox and catholic?

It is true. Personally we know each other from the times when we were fellow students at the same Catholic college. 

With no doubt this fact had a decisive influence in his later career as a priest, bishop and now archbishop of Athens and Head of the Greek Orthodox Church; it surely raised in him an interest to get to know about the "aggiornamento" carried out by the Council Vatican II in the Catholic Church.

All this makes him particularly sensitive to the dialogue between orthodox and catholic on the road toward unity.

Obviously, to promote the union of the Christian, both orthodox and catholic, their shepherds’ involvement for testimony and guide is essential.

But that is not enough; it is necessary the implication of all the other shepherds and faithful, both catholic and orthodox, at a regional or local level. 

Hwever, to be realistic, we must recognize that this implication does not occur sufficiently all the time in certain orthodox ecclesiastical contexts in Greece.

In fact, the archbishop's visit and his meeting the Pope is a courageous action which takes place in an atmosphere that is not shared by a part of the orthodox hierarchy, but it is understood in the line of an overall dialogue in charity and truth between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. Thee Church of Greece takes an active part in this dialogue. 

Colombia - 27/12/2006

Eight first professions at Medellín 
A gift from Mary 
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On the 8th December, the entire Marist community of Medellín (Colombia) celebrated the profession of eight new brothers, after having finished their novitiate. A gift from Mary!

This year, these professions had special particularities. They were the last from the “Brother François” novitiate of the Province of Norandina which has welcomed novices from Central America and Haiti. From the 1st January 2007, the Inter-Provincial Novitiate “La Valla” will be constituted. 

Of the eight professed brothers, six made their profession on the 8th December at Medellín (Colombia) and two at San Salvador (Central America). Two other brothers made their pro-fession at Dame-Marie (Haiti) on the 9th December.

God and Mary have offered us the gift of these young men who from their social, cultural and ethnic diversity have made a journey of consecration to God and to the Church in the Marist life in order to realise the design of God’s love for each one of them. 

Congratulations to the provinces and to Brothers Frantzley Exama and Jourdin Meronville (Haiti); Alejandro G Herrera and Juan C Velásquez, from América Central; Luis A Martínez, José à Quintero, Harold F Morales and Alexis Et Sigindioy, from Norandina. 

We have included a photographic account of the ceremony held at Medellín, highlighting the participation of the indigenous community “Camsá” (Putumayo-Colombia) and other friends and parents of the brothers. 

Brasil - 26/12/2006

First religious profession 
In the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
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On the 8th December, in a solemn eucharistic celebration which took place in the parish of the Holy Cross of Campinas, SP, the Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul welcomed five new members. After two years of preparation in the novitiate “Mary Mother of the Church”, these young men made their first profession in the presence of Brother Provincial, Tercílio Sevegnani, surrounded by brothers, their family, friends and parishioners. The motto chosen by the newly professed was “Marcellin chose to educate and we are following his example.” 

Italy - 25/12/2006

Christmas message 
Br. Séan Sammon, S. G. 
With the exception of the crucifixion, no scene in Christian tradition is more familiar to most of us than the image of the infant Jesus lying in a manger in Bethlehem. From the great artists of the Renaissance to the commercial Christmas card makers of today, this picture has been rendered again and again complete with a familiar casts of characters: visiting shepherds, wise men from afar, barnyard animals, and, of course, at the center of it all a young and newly married Jewish couple and their infant son. 
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And, among the many characters who make up any traditional Christmas crèche, Mary the mother of Jesus has always been easy to spot. With the wonder and trauma of childbirth diligently scrubbed away, she appears as a picture of springtime freshness—hands folded, head bowed, eyes downcast demurely. How very unlike the Mediterranean peasant woman who brought forth a son whose destiny was to be the Savior of his people. 

And so we must ask ourselves this question: What would possess us to transform the scandal of the Incarnation into symbols and scenes at once banal and prosaic? To mute its message and make it nothing more than a comforting tale of babies and barns, cribs and crèches, shepherds and angels that sing? 

We can find the answer to our question in Mary, for we have similarly domesticated her, rendering her safe and risk free, unable to upset us and our understanding about the demands of faith. 

The reality of Mary’s life was stark. She lived in a world where the poor were worked to death. Cruelty was common as was swift and harsh reaction on the part of the Roman occupiers of Palestine to any sign of resistance. Mary lived in a world of intimidation and fear, extended families, and by today’s standards primitive living conditions. 

It was within this setting--the economic, political, and cultural world of her time and place--that Mary encountered God and made her journey of faith. It was within this setting that God did great things in this woman who counted for nothing among the powers that be in our world. But Mary was no passive player in the events unfolding. No, she was an active participant in all that transpired and she was able to be that because she was in possession in abundance of that precious gift of God’s own self called grace. The unfathomable self-gift of God was the gift that Mary received at the time of her conception; from the outset of life she was enveloped by the love of Almighty. This is not to say that she did not suffer, was never troubled, or had no need for faith and hope. She had human passions. Everything authentically human was present in her. 

Luke, in his story about the birth of Jesus as well as in his description of the Annunciation and tale of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth reminds us that she is a true disciple. She did not accompany Jesus during his public ministry but that is hardly the definition of discipleship. Rather, this woman whom God so totally wrapped in his love heard his word and did something about it. It is for that reason, and that reason alone, that she merits the description disciple. 

At the center of the story of the Annunciation, then, is the relationship between the Holy Spirit and this woman who lived in obscurity. Mary’s faith made God’s entrance into history possible. Having given God her decision, she set out in faith, and like Abraham before her, she was not completely sure where she was heading. 

Likewise her Magnificat was a passionate, wild, even revolutionary Advent hymn. Absent is the Mary of Christmas card fame: gentle and dreamy. In her place we find the surrendered, proud, enthusiastic, defiantly obedient Mary speaking out. She sings not a sentimental song but rather a strong, hard, and relentless chant about kingdoms collapsing and the lords of this world being humbled. We come to understand the power of God and the powerlessness of the rest of us. 

Mary’s Magnificat also gave us fair warning that Jesus in his coming would call for radical change. And he did just that. We have only to witness the Beatitudes: “Happy are you poor, you who hunger now, you who weep. But woe to you rich, who are full now, who laugh and carry on.” 

At the heart of the Christmas message, then, is an invitation to discipleship, but on the Lord’s terms, not ours. And where do we go to get an idea of how to live this call? Like Marcellin, look no further than Mary, that formidable woman of faith. Let us pray today for her courage, her faith, her generous heart. Let us also pray that we not be domesticated. A blessed Christmas. 

Haiti - 22/12/2006

First perpetual profession of a brother in Haiti 
Profession in Haiti 
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Saturday, 9th December, will remain a significant day in the Marist annals: the first perpetual profession of a confrère at Dame-Marie in Haiti. 

In effect, after the stages of formation and seven years of temporary profession, Brother Frisnel Walter committed himself definitively “to follow Jesus in Mary’s way”. 

Last year, Brother Frisnel participated in the session for future formators at Nairobi; this year, he assumed the responsibility of the postulancy of Jérémie, where he accompanied a group of six young people on their vocational journey. 

When our Brother Frisnel dedicated himself to the community through his perpetual profession, two young confrères, Brothers Frantzley Exama and Jourdin Méronville, made their first profession, encouraged by their “older brother” in the pathway of Marist life, after their two years of novitiate at Medellín (Colombia – Province of Norandina). 

This celebration took place at Dame-Marie for several reasons. Firstly all three went to the school of Our Lady of the Nativity, first place of insertion of the Marist Brothers in Haiti; evidently, the majority of close friends of our young confrères come from this same area. 

But there were more reasons. For several years, there has been a rather large group of young people – boys and girls – on their vocational journey: they wanted to be involved in the animation of this celebration. No doubt the event for them was a living testimony of the call of the Lord. 

Our Brother Frisnel will continue the work of formation that he has started so well. As to our Brothers Jourdin and Frantzley, they will be involved for some months in a catechetical ministry before joining the scholastics of Mexico in order to follow their religious and academic formation at Guadalajara.

We invite all the confrères of the Institute to unite themselves to the Brothers of Haiti and the Province of Canada in order to thank the Lord for the gift of these three young men to our religious family. May the Virgin Mary and Saint Marcellin accompany them in their commitment, keeping their enthusiasm alive in the footsteps of the Lord and bring about a new Marist wave in the service of the Church and of the Haitian people. 

Brother Gilles Hogue 

General House - 22/12/2006

Annual meeting between BIS and SED 
Commitment for justice 
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On the 18th and the 19th December, the traditional annual meeting between SED and the Marist Bureau of International Solidarity, BIS, was held in the general House in Rome. These meetings, which alternate between Madrid and Rome, give the two NGOs the opportunity to exchange information on their work and to explore ways of mutual collaboration. On this occasion, the director of SED, Antonio Tejedor and two people from the Department of Programmes and projects, Sonia Franco and Pablo Villalba, were present in Rome.

In the meeting, information was shared on the projects of each entity and the actions developed in common. In the same way, those present worked on the Mission Ad Gentes project that will help our Marist Institute to extend our presence in the East of Europe and in Asia and they explored possibilities of participation in these initiatives. They also studied different proposals, such as the realisation of a joint SED-BIS Work-Mission Campaign in Africa for the summer of 2007, or the possible visit to Geneva where the Marist Brothers are involved in an office of the Defence of the Rights of the Child. 

Let us hope that this meeting will be extremely productive and will allow us to help to tighten the links between our two organisations, which are working for a common objective: the fight against poverty in education and commitment for justice. 

Spain - 21/12/2006

Jubilee celebration of our Senior Brothers 
Prepare the pathways of the Lord 
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On the 10th December in the Marist residence of Benalmádena seventy brothers gathered together to celebrate the feast of our Brothers Jubilarian: Brother Javier García Terradillos (Ruby anniversary), Brothers Julián Pérez Mayor, Antonio Pérez González, Benjamín Barga López and José Pérez Peña (Diamond anniversary) and Brother José María Mateo Cumba, (Golden anniversary).

Brother Charles Rubio, superior of the community, welcomed everyone at the start of the Eucharist and each of the jubilarians lit a candle with his name; another was added for Brother Luigi Diemoz (Ilario) who is hospitalised in Lebanon and thus was present in our memory. Brother José María Mateo Cumba could not attend due to his illness. 

In the homily given by Father Donato, the community chaplain, the topic was the Gospel of the second Sunday of Advent – “prepare the pathways of the Lord” – showing that life is a pathway, a pathway in the biblical sense, a pathway travelled by the jubilarians being celebrated on this day united in the Lord. 

The Brother Provincial highlighted for the brothers the three violets in the jubilee commemoration: to live with the heart of Champagnat, to thank God for the good things that are in us and that we have realised throughout these years and to ask to be merciful men to others. He offered a double gift to the brothers: Article 18 of our Constitutions: “he offers himself to God and to his brothers without reserve” and the first place in the love near the portal of Bethlehem symbolised by a representation of the Nativity which from this moment presided also on the altar. 

Brother Julián Pérez Mayor recalled the thirty-four novices of his first profession in 1946 and a few brothers separated by distance: Brother Arthur Moral at Torrent, Brother Celso García in Bolivia and Brothers Aquileo Manciles and Cruz Bujanda in Madrid.   
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