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KOREA HOSTS THE EXTENDED GENERAL COUNCIL FOR ASIA 
The District of Korea was the centre of interest of Marist life in Asia for a few days, hosting the Extended General Council for this region of the Institute. The “Saint Lazarus” retreat house, one hour from Seoul, was “the Marist house” from the 18th to the 21st December 2006. As all Extended General Councils, this one had as its principal aim the meeting and the common work of the General Council with the Provincial Councils of three Provinces: China, Philippines, Sri Lanka-Pakistan-India, and the District of Korea. 

Thirty-two brothers participated in this meeting: seven from the General Council; five from the Province of China; five from the Philippines; five from Sri Lanka-Pakistan; two from India; four from Korea, and four invited brothers: two from Japan and two from the Consultative Committee of the Mission ‘ad gentes” programme. 

PARTICIPANTS
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1st Row: Roy Deita, Manny de Leon, Baskar Dhason, Mike de Waas, Emili Turú, Anthony Cheng, Anthony Tay, John Si, Noel Fonseka, Luis Sobrado.

2nd Row:  John Chong, Mervyn Perera, Ramón Bereicua, Juan Castro, Joseph Yoshida, Willy Lubrico, Antonio Ramalho.

3rd Row: Robert Teoh, Tom Chin, Sunil Liyanage, Théoneste Kalisa, Simón Hur, John Vianney Kim, Lacer Hirudayasamy, Maurice Berquet.

4th Row: Pat Corpus, Joachim Heng, Peter Rodney, Michael Flanigan, Seán Sammon, Ignatius In.

Absent: Sunanda Alwis.  

MARIST PRESENCE IN ASIA
A) Some information on the eight countries of this region of the Institute.
 
	Province of China

	 Country
	Size
	Population
	Foundation: place and date

	China
	9,596,960 km2
	1,313,973,713
	Peking, 1891

	Malaysia
	329,750 km2
	24,385,858
	Ipoh, 1950

	Singapore
	692.7 km2
	4,492,150
	Singapore, 1949

	Province of the Philippines

	 Country
	Size
	Population
	Foundation: place and date

	Philippines
	300,000 km2
	89,468,677
	Cotabato, 1948

	Province of Sri Lanka, Pakistan and India

	 Country
	Size
	Population
	Foundation: place and date

	Sri Lanka
	65,610 km2
	20,222,240
	Batticaloa, 1911

	Pakistan
	803,940 km2
	165,803,560
	Peshawar, 1966

	India 
	3,287,590 km2
	1,095,351,995
	Trichy, 1974

	District of Korea

	 Country
	Size
	Population
	Foundation: place and date

	Korea
	98,480 km2
	48,846,823
	Seoul, 1971


B) Administrative Units 
	Province
	 Countries
	Brothers
	Temporary vows
	Perpetual vows

	China
	3
	30
	0
	30

	Philippines
	1
	54
	14
	40

	Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India
	3
	64
	20
	44

	Korea (D)
	1
	19
	4
	15

	Total
	8
	167
	38
	129


C) Houses of Formation
	
	
	PRE-NOVITIATES
	
	

	Province
	 Countries
	Candidates
	Postulants
	
	Total

	China
	
	
	
	
	

	
	China
	3
	
	
	

	
	
	
	-
	
	-

	Philippines 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The Philippines (General Santos)
	
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	5

	Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Pakistan (Faisalabad)
	
	2
	
	

	
	India (Trichi)
	
	3
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	5

	Korea (D)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Korea (Ansan)
	
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	5

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	15

	
	
	Novitiates 1st and 2nd 
	
	

	Province
	Countries
	Novices
	
	

	China
	
	
	
	

	
	
	-
	
	-

	
	
	
	
	0

	Philippines
	
	
	
	

	
	Philippines (Cotabato)
	7
	
	

	
	
	
	
	7

	Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India
	
	
	
	

	
	Sri Lanka (Tudela)
	2
	
	

	
	Pakistan (Tudela)
	3
	
	

	
	India (Tudela)
	2
	
	

	
	
	
	
	7

	 Korea (D)
	
	
	
	

	
	Korea (Jecheon)
	3
	
	

	
	
	
	
	3

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	17

	
	
	TEMPORARY VOWS
	
	

	Province
	Countries
	Brothers
	
	

	Chine
	
	
	
	

	
	
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	0

	Philippines
	
	
	
	

	
	
	14
	
	

	
	
	
	
	14

	Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India
	
	
	
	

	
	Sri Lanka
	2
	
	

	
	Pakistan
	2
	
	

	
	India
	16
	
	

	
	
	
	
	20

	KOREA (D)
	
	
	
	

	
	Korea
	4
	
	

	
	
	
	
	4

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	38


ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT

Province of China 

Provincial: Robert Teoh, 

Councillors: John Heng, Anthony Cheng, John Chong, Anthony Tay.

Province of the Philippines

Provincial: Manny de Leon

Councillors: John Ton, Pat Corpus, Roy Deita, Wily Lubrico.

Province of Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India

Provincial: Michael de Waas

Councillors: Mervyn Parera, Sunanda Alwis, Noel Fonseka, Sunil Liyanage

District of Korea

District Superior: John Vianney Kim

Councillors: Juan Castro, Simón Hur

FINAL MEETING

The General Council has finished its visits to the Marist works of Asia which are found in eight countries. The visits to this region of the Marist world were carried out in two ways, the visit to the brothers and communities and a final meeting. This final meeting was held in the “Saint Lazarus” retreat house near Seoul from the 18th to the 21st December 2006. This Extended General Council included the Provincials and the District Superior and their Councils and the Brother Superior General and his Council.
Refoundation

Thanks to the work done previously at the heart of the distinct Administrative Units and with the collaboration of corresponding commissions that prepared the materials, this meeting was able to concretise important aspects concerning the commencement of the two future Provinces. 

Motivated by Brother Seán, who presented the refoundation not only as an administrative question but also as an opportunity for personal conversion and for extending our current frontiers, the meeting studied for a good part of the time in two groups the composition of the future Provinces. 

The Provincial and District Councillors shared their vision of the future Province, their dreams and hopes, and also their concerns and fears in order to have them presented throughout the process that was starting immediately. January 2007 will be the time for launching the sondage for the appointment of the Brother Provincial for the two Provinces, leading to the formal commencement of the two Provinces with the constitution of the two Provincial Councils throughout 2007. 

The brothers had to dedicate sufficient time to discussing the details of the two processes, namely the appointment of the first Provincial and the constitution of the first Provincial Chapter in order to be able to present them for approval to the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

Other aspects concerning animation and government were also treated with future work yet to be done in both areas. 

Theses discussions were held in an atmosphere of enthusiasm and collaboration. 

Open Forum

Time was given to an open forum for interaction with the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

Among the subjects discussed was the agreement to celebrate a meeting of the General Council with young people from Asia in September 2007 in the Philippines. 

Meeting with the brothers of the District

The afternoon of the 20th December started with a visit to the Museum of the History of Korea which gave a good opportunity to embrace the antique and rich history of this nation and it finished with a familial meeting with the brothers of the District. 

This celebration of the Marist family started with a shared discussion followed by a dinner during which there was a rich exchange with the postulants, novices and brothers of Korea. 

Finally, each participant received a small souvenir of the country, made in the house where the brothers look after children and young people with handicaps. 
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Mission ad gentes

The final day was dedicated to the subject of Mission “ad gentes”, especially as its focus will be Asia. 

Brothers Luis Sobrado and Michael Flanigan informed the Assembly about everything that was being finished up until this moment, as well as future plans. There was also time for consultation with relation to distinct points that are going to be submitted soon to the General Council. 

One of the most discussed subjects was the administrative structure that is to be adopted for the brothers and communities sent “ad gentes” in Asia, as this needs to be in close harmony and dialogue with the current and future Administrative Units. 

Conclusion

Brother Seán closed the Extended General Council Meeting for Asia during the afternoon of the 21st December, thanking each and every one of the participants for their participation and active and constructive presence, and he invited all to follow in the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: an audacious and courageous man whose confidence in God and in the Good Mother helped him to overcome all difficulties. He recalled the call of Pope John Paul II to make Asia a priority for evangelisation, especially as some of the poorest countries of the world are found there. 

Great things are happening in Asia; not only thanks to the mission “ad gentes” project but also to the audacity and generosity of the actual brothers of this continent. Undoubtedly, this is the dawning of a new day for the realisation of the dream of Father Champagnat in this part of the world.
�There are also Marist communities in Asia that are integrated in administrative units located in other continents as it is indicated in brackets: Cambodia (Australia), Japan (EE. UU.), East  Timor (Australia), Syria and Lebanon (Mediterránea).
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