	[image: image10.png]



	UPDATE
	Number 220
	Rome, June 20th, 2006
	page  8



	
[image: image1.wmf]
	UPDATE
	250

	
	P.le M. Champagnat, 2 - C.P. 10250 - 00144  RomE      www.champagnat.org

Tel. (39) 06 545 171 - Fax (39) 06 545 17 217 – Email: publica@fms.it
	14th 
May
2007


SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
20th April – 14th May 2007 
Argentina - 14/05/2007 

Visit of the General Councillors Antonio Ramalho and Pedro Herreros  

PROVINCE OF “CRUZ DEL SUR”  
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In the afternoon of the 29th April our expected visitors arrived after having visited the District of Paraguay. In the evening during dinner they were welcomed to the community of the Provincial House.  

Monday morning, after the celebration of the Eucharist and breakfast, they had a first meeting with some brothers from the Council in order to organise the programme of their presence in our Province. At midday there was an official reception with the brothers of the Provincial House and some neighbours and visitors. In the evening they left for Pilar.  

On Tuesday 1st May around 9:30am and in the presence of some sixty brothers who had come from the different communities of Buenos Aires, we were able to start the first meeting programmed in their itinerary. There was a time for prayer and a presentation of the action of the congregation in mission and spirituality. Two PowerPoints were used to illustrate the panorama of the pastoral ministry of the congregation; the subject was centred especially on “Mission ad gentes” and the meeting in Mendes in Brazil. Brother Hilario, ready to depart for India, gave us a short report on his experience of missionary formation in Davao.  

The work in communities was, in the second place, an occasion to present the strengths and the things to be improved in community and in the Province during the coming years. Thus our Councillors were able to have a small sondage on the Provincial progress in this area as well as the way in which the brothers fell about it and live it. This was then enriched more completely.  

Brothers Demetrio and Max presented through a PowerPoint display the schema of the levels of government and animation as well as its dynamic organigramme.  

Lunch brought this fraternal meeting to an end, a good service of the brothers of the residence at Pilar.  

In this kind of meeting, our Brother Councillors try to advance the Provincial processes, their achievements and advances as well as their difficulties and limits. God acts in history in harmony with the people who seek the best for their brothers and sisters. Thus, many times he shows his mercy by acting despite that. May this presence amongst us be for us an encouragement to seek new pathways of fraternity, of community life, of apostolic renewal and of shared mission!  

Brother Eduardo Gatti 

Norandina and St. Maria de los Andes - 11/05/2007 

Superior General visits the Provinces of Norandina and Santa Maria de los Andes  

BROTHER SEAN SAMMON IN SOUTH AMERICA  
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The past four weeks have taken Brother Sean Sammon, our Superior General, to the provinces of Norandina and Santa Maria de los Andes. The first is made up of three countries: Columbia, Ecuador, and Venezuela, while the second encompasses Bolivia, Peru and Chile. While in Norandina Brother Sean was able to visit the entire Province, his time in Santa Maria de los Andes, however, included five days in Chile only. Brother Laurentino Albala, Provincial of Norandina, accompanied him throughout his time in the three countries that constitute that Province, while Brother Pedro Marcos, Provincial of Santa Maria de los Andes, was his companion and guide during his visit to Chile.  

Each of the visits was made up of meetings with the brothers of the region as well as sessions with Marist laity, parents, students and former students, and administrators, teachers, and others serving in Marist schools and social projects. Those sessions held with the brothers focused on the topics of vitality and viability and included a discussion of the process of renewal underway within the Institute. Meetings with Marist fraternities were aimed at strengthening the sense of Marist lay identity; presentations that traced the developing role of lay men and women in our Church from Vatican II until the present were part of the program in several places.  

Gatherings with students followed a variety of formats. In several instances Brother Sean gave a presentation on faith among young people today. On more than one occasion he began with a personal story telling students about his experience with a brain tumor that was successfully removed in 1994. He went on to explain to them that this event caused him to begin a pilgrimage from his head to his heart. He likened that journey to the pilgrimage of faith that each of us must undertake in life. Students responded quickly to the presentations sharing their own experiences of faith and their struggle at times to find their place in the institutional Church. The moving accounts of several left no doubt, however, that faith is very much a part of the lives of the majority of young people today. 

When addressing school faculties, Brother Sean told them that the purpose of a Marist school was, in part, to teach young people to dream, to dream very large dreams about changing our world, together and because of the message of Jesus Christ. He spoke about the courage of Marcellin Champagnat who began the Marist congregation with ¨an old house, two potential recruits, and no money—but a very large dream indeed.¨ In several workshops he pointed out the five characteristics of Marist education and encouraged school communities to work toward co-responsibility in mission.  

The variety of works in which Marist brothers and Marist laymen and women in this region of the Institute are involved today was apparent throughout the visits. They ran from well-established colleges with long years of tradition and an alumni grateful for the difference Marist education has made in their lives to new community centers in poor neighborhoods that were attempting to change the lives of children and young people whose families had very little materially. In more than one instance these latter projects were aimed at fighting the exploitation of these young people. 

As he left to return to Rome, Brother Sean expressed his gratitude to all involved for the warmth of their welcome and their extraordinary hospitality. 

Syria-Lebanon - 10/05/2007 

Visit of the General Councillors Emili Turú and Peter Rodney  

PROVINCE OF MEDITERRÁNEA. SYRIA-LEBANON ZONE  
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From the 20th to the 25th March 2007, Brothers Emili Turú and Peter Rodney carried out their canonical visit to the Syria-Lebanon Zone, during which there were various meetings. Firstly with the community and the college of Champville; they visited their installations accompanied by the Brother Director Georges Trad, and they had a familial exchange with the Marist Fraternity of Champville during which the person responsible for the Fraternity, Mr Henri, presented a brief account of the progress of the Fraternity until the present, its objectives, meetings, subjects studied, activities, leaving the door open to dreams and perspectives. The strong point of this moment was the subject of the “identity of the laity” and in particular that of the “Marist laity”. All highlighted the motivation that they had obtained from the regular meetings of the Fraternity, in human, religious and even pedagogical terms. 

The General Councillors shared some information about the Marist world, about the next Assembly at Mendes and about the Year of Spirituality that is to start in October 2007. They welcomed with pleasure, as something motivating and unifying for the Marist community, the universal dimension to which the Lebanese are especially sensitive, thus extending the vision of a living Marist world and inviting people to follow it enthusiastically.  

They also met with those responsible for youth movements from Jbeil and Champville. Those from Aleppo could not be present due to distance. In the pastoral animation there is the Champagnat Group, the Eucharistic Movement for Young People, the Scouts of Jbeil and of Champville, Young People Against Drugs, the Ecology Group, and the animating group of AA. It is good to highlight that at Champville alone six hundred students belong to these groups or movements, marking also their vitality. The initiatives of Jbeil relative to the formation of the surrounding milieu are very interesting and of a great importance especially to Lebanon; the anti-drug association and the dream of gathering together the numerous former students in the objective of Jbeil are also matters of importance. 

All shared their objectives, indicating as the first and most important the “maturity and the human and Christian formation of the children and young people”. It is appropriate to highlight that numerous senior students take part in the animation of these movements and especially that former students presently at university voluntarily combine their studies with helping at formation and work camps and in frequent programming and organisational meetings, as well as their direct participation in the normal activities of the different groups each week.  

During the visit of the community of Jbeil, they took advantage of the opportunity to have a meeting with the administration staffs of Jbeil and of Champville. On Friday 23rd, they visited the community and college of Jbeil - Amchit, and particularly Brother José Girardot who at ninety-one years of age could not be present at the meeting with the other brothers at Champville. Brother Georges Trad, the zone leader, accompanied them.  

In the afternoon, at Champville, there was a meeting with the members of the administrative staffs of the two colleges of Jbeil and of Champville. All the members of the two teams were present.  

They shared what they were doing at the current moment and defined their new challenges. The General Councillors informed them of the positive reception that the preparation of the Assembly at Mendes had received everywhere in the Marist world.  

Saturday 24th March was basically dedicated to personal interviews with the members of the communities of Aleppo, Jbeil and Champville, in the community house of Champville.  

Sunday the 25th was a special day for the three communities of the region. During the morning there was a three-hour familial assembly during which the General Councillors, after having recalled the objectives and the propositions of the last retreat at Faraya, discussed activities and projects currently in progress for everybody, brothers, fraternities, young people’s movements: state of the Ad Gentes project, the Year of Spirituality, the response to the preparation of the Assembly at Mendes, the world meeting of young people, BIS, the Hermitage project.  

Brother Andrés, Superior of Jbeil, insisted “ad gentes”…, and us others when? At the end of the morning, after a break for the group photo for posterity, we had lunch around a large table, not that big by the contents but by the eleven table companions. We remembered the absence of Brothers José and Hilario of Jbeil. Also present, as he is in all the prayers of the community, was the memory of dear Brother Alex, from the Province of L’Hermitage, undergoing medical treatment in the community of Santa Coloma - Barcelona.  

After lunch the brothers from Aleppo and Jbeil returned home. The General Councillors, with the community of Champville, attended a Maronite rite Mass that the Eucharistic Movement for Young People celebrates in the College premises each month.  

Their visit to the Syria-Lebanon Zone finished with this last activity. We thank them for their presence, on behalf of the Brother Superior General, and for their personal interest.  

Brother Emilio Gutiérrez 

Algeria - 09/05/2007 

Henri VERGÈS, Marist Brother in Algiers and martyr in his mission with young people  

TESTIMONY IN THE CASBAH  
Dear friends,  

We are, in Algiers, very happy that your “Henri Vergès” Fraternity of Nîmes has taken the initiative of organising to pay homage to our Brother Henri on the 12th and 13th May and that you will do this in the monastery of our Clarisse Sisters of Algiers in Nîmes.  

I will try to have us represented at this meeting by one of us, if this is possible, but I cannot be present myself as at this time we are preparing for a priestly ordination in Algiers, that of Deacon Raphaël Aussedat, which will take place that same week.  

Brother Henri VERGÈS was, with Sister Paule-Hélène, not only the first of the nineteen religious from our community to be victim of the fundamentalist violence in Algeria, but he was above all the particularly faithful witness to an evangelical and Marist relationship with Algeria and the Algerians.  

I was very close to him during his entire Algerian journey. In effect, at the time of his arrival in Algeria, I was giving some training in Arabic to Algerian teachers of the diocesan schools, precisely in the premises of the Saint Bonaventure school where Henri VERGÈS worked in the seventies.  

After his departure for Sour el Ghozlane, I went to see him regularly when I returned from Oran to Algiers, as coadjutor archbishop, from 1980. It was with him that I reflected on the Marist commitment to the senior students’ library of Ben Cheneb. It was firstly Brother Jesus who opened this Marist presence in the Casbah of Algiers, and the following year Henri VERGÈS himself would join it. For two years, I met him regularly to finalise this project.  

Just before leaving for the African Synod in April 1994, I went to the library of Ben Cheneb to see how the situation of this service was evolving, then frequented by more than eleven hundred senior school students. They had told me that the readers frequenting the library took more than 95% of the books that they borrowed in Arabic and that, as a consequence, the work done by Henri, Paule-Hélène and their team was well in line with the orientations of the Algerian National Education System who had just arabised all the teaching.  

I was thus able to measure personally the courage of the life commitment of Henri Vergès to Sour el Ghozlane and to Ben Cheneb. We were all witnesses to his life of prayer, in particular when we joined him for Mass or the office in the very beautiful little chapel of Arabic style in the house of Ben Cheneb. With the Ribât and the monks of Tibhirine, he was in search of an Islamic-Christian spiritual solidarity. Each instant of his days was consecrated to God and to young people, according to his Marist vocation. He often went to Our Lady of Africa to offer these young people to God through Mary.  

It was the quality of this testimony lived in this working class district of the Casbah that was evident to those who killed him. They killed Paule-Hélène at the same time. They had both accepted this risk, as each one of us did in the district where we lived. Thus, finally, he gave his life in fidelity to the young people to whom the Church and his Congregation had sent him.  

The Imam of the neighbouring mausoleum of Sidi Abderrahmane At-Thaalibi, the patron of Algiers, paid him and Sister Paule-Hélène homage the day following his death on France 2. This Imam himself would be murdered two weeks later. The Spanish Augustinian Sisters who formed the closest community to Ben Cheneb would also be murdered, six months later, when they knocked at the door of the chapel of the district where Henri VERGÈS had gone each week for Sunday Mass, to the feet of Our Lady of Africa.  

Henri remains for us a sign of daily fidelity to the mission received, in the detail of his daily work and in his spiritual search, as in the gift of his life.  

Henri TEISSIER 

Archbishop of Algiers 

Mozambique - 08/05/2007 

Novices of Matola  

EXPERIENCE OF SAINT MARCELLIN CHAPAGNAT WITH JEAN BAPTISTE MONTAGNE  
Our novices from Matola, Mozambique, Southern Africa Province, were emotionally charged to re-enact the revolutionary experience of Saint Marcellin Chapagnat with a Jean Baptiste Montagne, laying dying in his seventieth year and yet entirely ignorant in matters of faith. Brother Osvado took the role of Champagnat as a priest while Samson took the place of Montagne as seen at the background of the photo.  

He instructed him, heard his confession and indeed prepared him for his death. This took was a moving scene in the parish hall which was filled to the capacity by young people, parents and members of other religious groups.  

Later Padington spiced this dramatized story with a brief explanation on how it touched Saint Marcellin to come up with the statement, " We need Brothers!" to help young people to grow into responsible Christians and citizens.  
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The drama opened the eyes of the parishioners and affirmed their assumptions as to why the Brothers show keen interests as they interact with the youth of the parish. We will not be surprised if soon we hear that the novices are given full responsibility to animate the youth ministry at the parish. I could feel that the experience touched the novices themselves too in a very intimate way that they will like being charged to be Champagnats to the legion of Jean-baptiste Monagnes of this part of the world. he lesson is that we have to allow our hearts to be broken by the sad experiences in which too many young people are going through now due to the influence of the modern digital culture. 

It seems the novices were too much attached to the stage as they entertained the audience again with the hymn, " With Mary besides me in my life, I follow in the steps of Champagnat" which was translated in Portuguese, and the youth at the background supported the Brothers at the top of their diverse voices and within a short time everybody in the hall joined as it became a familiar tune to all. Bravo novices and know that you have potentials to be very instrumental in the lives of young people. Let the young people imitate Champagnat making good resolutions which will enable them to remain responsible Christians and citizens. 

Brother Simeon Banda, fms 

Chile - 03/05/2007 

Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Network of Marist Spirituality  

SHARING PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND ACTIONS  
In Santiago Chile, religious and laypeople gathered for the Annual Meeting of the Inter-American Network of Marist Spirituality. Sixteen Marist Brothers, one priest and three laypeople formed part of the group that held its meetings until the 19th April.  

The meeting provided the opportunity to share personal experiences and actions, to revise what had been written on this theme during the last thirty-five years, to develop an outline for spiritual retreats on the Marist mission and resources for the Year of Spirituality that is to be celebrated throughout the entire Marist Institute in 2008. 

Philippines - 30/04/2007 

The 2007 Annual Retreat and Assembly  

OUR MISSION TODAY  
Last April 1 – 8 forty-three brothers gathered at the Jesuit Retreat House in Malaybalay City. Our first gathering was during the Liturgy of Palm Sunday at 6 PM, after which we went for supper. Later that evening, we assembled at the conference room to agree on the schedule for the whole duration of the retreat. It was also there that our retreat director was introduced. 

Fr. Edgar Javier is a member of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD). A missiologist, Fr. Ed is a professor at the Institute for Consecrated Life in Asia (ICLA) in Quezon City. He is also a regular presenter at the Mission Ad Gentes Program in Davao City and a visiting instructor of MAPAC. 

With amusing stories born out of his experiences of working as a missionary for many years in the Pacific Islands, Fr. Ed guided us in reflecting about Dialogue: Our Mission Today. His background on World Religions played an important role as he developed topics that helped us put our Christian faith in a more enlightened perspective. 

The different communities, having been informed over a month earlier, took turns in animating the different liturgies: morning and Marial prayers, evening Masses, the Liturgy of the Lord's Supper and Washing of the Feet, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Stations of the Cross, Good Friday Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross, Rite of Reconciliation and the Easter Vigil Mass, which brought our time together to a climax. 
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The last session with Fr. Ed was on Black Saturday morning. In the afternoon, we gathered for the assembly. Highlights of such were the Updates from the Provincial and his Council, the Econome's Report, and a sharing from Br. Crispin on Legislations Affecting Children. The open forum provided a venue for brothers to raise issues that were either discussed or clarified. 

Br. Manny also scheduled his interviews with individual brothers during the days of retreat. With the exception of brothers who already know of their assignments, there were brothers who were held in suspense until the finalized list of Summer 2007 and SY 2007-2008 Appointments were posted. 

Capping the gathering is the Easter Dinner that followed the Vigil Mass. Not everybody chose to enjoy the lechon; but the rich choice of drinks made up for that, I suppose. Many brothers stayed on in different clusters long after the JRH Staff have washed the dishes. One could well say that there is no easy way of putting an end to all the story-telling and laughing-at-life's-humor, if you know what I mean. There was a group who sang the night away with Magic Sing, courtesy of Br. Armand. 

If there were Easter Eggs to hunt, too bad the brothers did not have the excitement to look for them. After breakfast on Easter Sunday, we began the exodus. It might take another year for some to see each other again. But life must go on, you know… 

Colombia - 27/04/2007 

Visit of the Brother Superior General to the Province of Norandina  

MEETING OF BROTHER SEÁN WITH THE YOUNG BROTHERS OF THE PROVINCE  
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Brother Seán Sammon visited the Province of Norandina between the 31st March and the 18th April. During this period, he had a meeting with young brothers on the 2nd April in the house of the scholasticate. Including young brothers and formators there were twenty-two brothers present at this meeting.  

The meeting was a deepening of reflection and dialogue; and a very close fraternal sharing from our Superior General, a great brother in Marist life.  

Starting with our identity as Marists and with the satisfactions and challenges of our life as young brothers, placed in today’s challenges in the Church, following Vatican II and our world, Brother Seán proposed some key points such as the one of learning together; of relating the experience of the here and now to the larger life of the Institute; of evaluating the present moment as a gift and of looking towards the future.  

We reflected how the Spirit continues to inspire life in us – as he did with Marcellin; the charism, dwelling place of the Spirit, continues to be developed through the pathway of our life in which we live times of change and of growth that are always challenges for us. The dynamism of this life will be according to our capacity to live it by creating a dream. We must all dream a dream intimately related to the call, the vocation and the final commitments of life; and continue to learn about mature intimate relationships, (understood as a growth that reveals us to ourselves and thus allows us to discover ourselves cautiously and prudently), as well as allowing ourselves to be accompanied. The ideal is that my dream becomes a reflection of “God’s dream for me.”  

Our identity, (who am I?), is closely related to being able to live relationships of intimacy: Security of who I am and that I can maintain an intimacy-friendship with others.  

In our life we take on a commitment. Every choice involves a life promise. We are invited to live these commitments from a sentiment of liberty and with a firm resolution before the future. The best way of being free is to take on the commitment, not to retreat into your self-giving. It is a search that must last all of life, an experience of conversion. And that is why perseverance is not always the best evaluation of faithfulness. 

In the growth of the maturity of the commitment, the apostolate and the questioning of what motivates me play an important role: love for Jesus and the Good News or indeed the gratifications that I receive. That invites us to put down solid bases by making a pathway of spirituality that recreates in us the reasons for the life of a brother, in contact with Jesus.  

Brother Seán insistently repeated to us: “Our mission consists in announcing Jesus Christ to children and young people, particularly those who are the poorest.” 

“Young brothers, thank you for being brothers and remember that you are not the future, but the present.” 

Chad - 26/04/2007 

Brother Pedro María Huidobro has died  

FORMER GENERAL COUNCILLOR DURING THE GENERALATE OF BROTHER CHARLES HOWARD  
Paschal joy also brings us sad news; perhaps this is why we learn to accept this in the mystery of the death and resurrection of Christ. The Brother Provincial of the Province of Ibérica, the District Superior of West Africa and the communities of Chad have shared with us their sorrow at the death of Brother Pedro María Huidobro Díez who died on the 10th April 2007 after having joyfully celebrated Easter. The funeral was celebrated in the cathedral of Sarh (Chad), presided by the bishop surrounded by the brothers of the community and accompanied by a large congregation. 

Brother Pedro had started to feel weak on Holy Thursday, as in all the preceding years at this time of a rise in temperature. On Easter Monday, the fever remained quite high. The doctor who was looking after him changed the prescription and remained close to Brother to follow his progress. At nightfall, he entered a coma and no longer responded to any stimuli; he died at three o’clock in the morning. The doctors think that he suffered from a cerebral haemorrhage complicated by a strong drop in blood pressure and an increase in the level of glucose in his blood. On hearing the news of Brother Pedro’s departure from this life, our hearts are filled with gratitude for the gift of his fruitful life in the service of the Institute and of the Church.  

Brother Pedro was born at Covanera (Burgos) on the 1st April 1939. He entered the juniorate of Miraflores (Burgos) on the 1st March 1951, coming from the Marist College Liceo Castilla de Burgos where he had been a student. From there, he went to Antzuola (Guipúzcoa) where he followed the initial Marist formation of the postulancy and of the novitiate. It was there that, once he had finished the novitiate, he pronounced his first vows on the 2nd July 1955. He committed himself definitively to the Institute through his perpetual profession on the 15th August 1960.  

His Marist service to the Church and to the Institute took place at Durango (two years), Saragossa (four years) and once more at Durango (eight years). Later, he resided at Laredo where he fulfilled the duties of Vice-Provincial and Provincial Econome for eight years and then he was Provincial for five years. He was elected member of the General Council during the XVIII General Chapter of 1985, a function that he fulfilled for eight years. At the end of his renewal year, he was sent to Zalla where he stayed for six years. Following another renewal year, he left for Chad as a missionary where he devoted himself to catechesis and the cultural promotion of the people. Since 2002, he worked with the Church as a diocesan Econome. 

Pedro was characterised by his energy, his intelligence and his devotion. He had a great love of the Institute and could retire from posts of government with simplicity and a good heart. Gifted with a reflective and serious character, he loved to prolong interviews in the aim of unearthing ideas and going to the depth of things.

East Timor - 24/04/2007 

The teachers’ College in Baucau  

MARISTS IN SOLIDARITY  
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The college, ICFP, has 150 students now. They come from every district across the country. This means that when they finish their training, they will return to their homes and help to build up the education system for the whole nation. 

Those of us internationals who work with them are very proud of this fact - 50 new teachers each year who are very competent and committed to their careers! Though this is, in the big picture, just a drop in the ocean of need in the country we keep reminding ourselves that over the coming years the Institute will be able to make a long lasting contribution to the country. 

The donations we receive help to support the students while they are studying. It is extremely difficult for most families to send to and support their young people in Baucau for three years. The majority of families in East Timor live in villages at subsistence level and have no money to support their children while they are away from home, so the financial support we give to the students makes it possible for them to concentrate on their studies without having to worry where the next meal will come from! The allowance system is not extravagant, but covers basic living requirements. 

The money is divided up on a needs basis - married students with a fami1y to support receive the most, while the young students who live in Baucau with their families get enough to cover transport, photocopying, and a few dollars for personal purchases such as computer disks, paper etc. The month1y allowance is from $US20 a month (and includes rental costs) down to $US5 for married women and Baucau residents. 

Tuition fees make up other aspects of the full bursary some donors offer. 

Last year the College introduced a lunch time voucher system for the first year students and with this year's intake, 100 students receive l0, 50c vouchers each every month as part of their allowance. The purpose of this is to build up students' health so as to lower the number of colds, influenza, and general malaise that occurs when students are under stress with assignments. We organised with a local restaurant to supply basic but nutritious meals for 50c each - the students work with a voucher system to receive the meal, and then the restaurant is reimbursed by the College. Up to 60 students are now meeting there each day and the number of absences is gradually decreasing as their health improves. Again, it is because of the support that we receive from Australia that such a project becomes possible. 

Next semester, we will be trialling a new meal system, with local women preparing meals and serving them in the student recreation area between 11.30 and 1.30 each day. This is to encourage even more students to take advantage of cheap and nutritious meals that will be served in the centre of the College - there will be no need for students to walk to the local restaurant. With the library and the computer room open through the lunch break, students will be able to use their free time more constructively. 

______________ 

Margie Beck, Deputty Director 

Marist Newsletter – Province of Melbourne (April 2007) 

Spain - 20/04/2007 

Marist Centre of Spirituality, San Lorenzo – 77th course  

ECHOES OF EL ESCORIAL  
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The community of the Marist Centre of Spirituality of San Lorenzo de El Escorial continues its journey following the formation plan proposed at the start of the courses. Step by step we are advancing in the development of the established programming. So much so that, “at the half-way point”, we are finishing the second stage and we have made an evaluation of the first days of Holy Week.  

Four themes marked our reflections during the month of March. Guided by Brother Afonso Levis, we started by re-reading, praying and sharing the Constitutions, putting the accent particularly on some chapters. We continued with a week of Spirituality, co-ordinated by Brother Javier Espinosa, during which we were able to meditate on our relationship with God. This was a special moment for prayer and personal evaluation. The subject: Jesus Christ, A New Man, presented by Mrs Encarnación Pérez Landáburu, aroused different questions in us: who is Jesus for us? What image do we have of his person? What Messiah do we want to follow? The reflections on the Consecrated Life, a subject animated by Brother Pilar Witz, helped us to feel that we must return to the sources to live the consecrated life from its smallness and the witness that it is necessary to give to the Kingdom of God. The month finished with a celebration. On the 31st March we celebrated the birthdays of the brothers born in March: Gregorio D. Soler, José Luis H. Martín and Afonso Levis. 

As well as in-house activities and other works, we also had the time for an outing in order to live together in a better way and to improve our cultural knowledge. On the 17th March we left early for Cordour. In this town, guided by Brother Juan Juárez Moreno, from the community of Sanlúcar de Barrameda (Cadix), we visited the mosque and the royal Alcazar. We were very well received by the brothers of the Cervantès Marist College who offered us an excellent fraternal lunch. In the evening we left for Seville. There also the brothers received us warmly. The following day, after breakfast, we visited the historical centre: the Alcazar of the Catholic Kings, the cathedral, the park of María Luisa and other interesting places explained by our sympathetic and patient guide. On the 19th March, returning to the house, we visited the windmills of the Campo de Criptana, a land of giants in which Miguel de Cervantès was inspired to create his characters, Don Quixote of La Mancha and Sancho Panza.  

Holy Week, as well as the experience of the Paschal Mystery, gave the brothers who so desired the possibility of visiting their family. The others stayed at the house. All came together on Easter Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and we celebrated the birthday of Brother Rufino González des Heras. 
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