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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
25thJune - 11th July 2007 
Philippines - 11/07/2007

First Profession in the Immaculate Conception Novitiate 
God has chosen you 
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“God has chosen you not because you are the most numerous…on the contrary, you are the least.” (Dt. 7.7-9) This was the theme of this year’s Liturgy of First Profession celebrated on May in the Philippine Province. In the presence of the Marist Brothers, families, lay mission partners and friends, Br. Joseph Adrian Cagampan, Br. Joey Ponteras, and Br. Mark Xyryx Sionosa vowed obedience, poverty and chastity, in accordance with our Marist Constitutions.

The Mass, presided over by Bishop Jose Colin Bagaforo, DD, auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Cotabato, was celebrated at the St. Charles Borromeo Church, in the parish where the Immaculate Conception Novitiate belongs. It started at 9:30 AM. Br. John Tan, Vice-Provicial, received the vows, on the behalf of Br. Manuel de Leon.

“Be an eagle, having the eye of an eagle,” Bishop Bagaforo told Brothers Joseph, Joey, and Mark during his homily, “farsighted – being able to see where you want to be in the future, and to see, even in the distance, the call of Jesus. Fix your eyes on the very person of Jesus.”

After the Eucharist, the guests proceeded to the novitiate house for the fellowship meal. 

Ecuador - 10/07/2007

Evangelical Use of Goods 
Province of Norandina 
From the 19th to the 21st June, the Finance Committees of Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela, countries included in the Province of Norandina, met at Los Chillos, a half hour’s distance from Quito and at an altitude of 2600 metres, at the Bethania Social Formation Centre, a property of the Episcopal Conference of Ecuador, for the implementation of the Plan for the Evangelical Use of Goods. As well as the nine brothers (three per country) who are part of the Finance Committees, there were also the members of the Provincial Council. Thus, in total, fifteen brothers, under the guidance and direction of Brother Pedro Ost from the Bureau of the Evangelical Use of Goods, carried out a serious and profound reflection on the Evangelical Use of Goods. 

Brother Pedro gave a brief historical review of this theme in our Institute: since 1985, with the Circular of Brother Charles Howard on capitalisation, then in 1990 on the theme of solidarity as the actual face of charity, treated in the Circular “An urgent appeal: Sollicitudo Rei Socialis ”, a theme that was taken up in some way by Brother Benito Arbués in his incisive Circular “Concerning our Material Goods” in October 2000; the capitulants of the XX General Chapter felt this same call to SOLIDARITY, as a “fire that embraces and that devours” (Nº 31 Choose Life). 

Brother Pedro introduced the theme by posing this question to us: What idea comes to mind when we speak about Evangelical Use of Goods? Once all the responses of the brothers had been heard, the animator of the meeting underlined two principles that had clearly appeared that would need to be taken into account in the development of the Plan for the Evangelical Use of Goods in the Province:

1º That the brothers must be aware that the evangelical use of goods requires a conversion of the heart: “to move ideas from the head to the heart”, without which everything would only be a pipe dream, perhaps feasible, but without any real or efficient basis. 

2º That solidarity and the use of goods means a great deal more than the management or sharing of money; these are goods that belong to us and that, together with our financial resources, we have to share: nature, our life, our time, our gifts and our qualities, our human resources, our material resources, our mission…

Through the methodology of “see, judge, act”, then “evaluate” as a technique for giving feed-back in order to recommence a new cycle of “see, judge, act”, Brother Pedro led us to a serious Provincial planning that touches the personal life of each brother, community life and the life of the Province concerning the evangelical use of goods. 

Brother Pedro essentially used three texts to enlighten the biblical foundation of the subject: the Good Samaritan in Luke 10, 25-37, the rich young man in Luke 18, 18-25 and the wedding feast at Cana in John 2, 1-12. At the end of the reflection on these texts, it resonated very deeply in the hearts of all “that it is difficult for a religious who does not share his goods to enter the Kingdom of God and receive the inheritance of eternal life.” 

As fruit of the meeting, we established the outline and the guidelines, based on principles, criteria and values that we must take into account so that each sector can develop the plan for the evangelical use of goods in accordance with the characteristics proper to each country, with a first phase consisting of the sensitisation of the brothers, communities and works that will lead to a sincere conversion that will ensure that ideas descend from the head to the heart. Thus, the plan that will result from this will be the fruit of the sentiment of the entire Province. 

Brother Isaac Revilla 

General House - 09/07/2007

Annual meeting of the International Patrimony Commission 
Marist Patrimony 
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The principal axis of reflection centred on the necessary relationships between formation, patrimony and spirituality.

The Commission is happy to entrust to the General Administration for publication the complete collection of the writings of Champagnat, produced with critical notes and index by Brother Paul Sester. It also takes great joy in the completion of the translation into Spanish of the second volume of the Letters of Father Champagnat by Brother Tony Aragón.

A patrimony course will be given in the English language in Rome from February to June 2008, directed by Brothers Aureliano Brambila and Michael Green, both members of the Commission. We hope that this course will give rise to new vocations of researchers. 

The Commission is grateful to the General Council for the attention it gives to its works. 

In finishing, we would like to note the Marist Inter-branch Meeting held during the morning of the 25th June that allowed an exchange on recent publications such as volume one of the documents of the generalate of Father Colin, entitled “Colin sup” and the Manual of the Third Order of Mary, the first rule of life for the SMSM Sisters. 

Brother André Lanfrey, co-ordinator of the International Patrimony Commission. 

Italy - 06/07/2007

Let’s share our spirituality. 
The Marist site maristfamilyspirituality.org 
The Marist site, maristfamilyspirituality.org, initiated by the General Councils of the four Marist congregations has now been in existence for six months. 

The first theme, shared by these congregations and laypeople, ended up with a total contribution of nineteen articles, available in four languages, English, Spanish, Portuguese and French, except in the case of poems. 

The second theme, “Marists making a difference in the Church and the world”, has just started on the site with an article from each Marist branch. Others will be added bit by bit throughout the next six months, enriching our respective approaches to the current theme. 

However, the previous theme remains accessible in the archives on the site itself. 

The third theme, “Mary, Mother of the Church, what does this mean for a Marist?”, announced on the site, will commence in about six months. It was chosen in accord with the theme of the Marist Festival which will take place in Sydney in July 2008, on the occasion of the World Youth Day. 

To you, Marist, lay or religious, if one of these two themes inspires you, you could write a page and send it by e-mail to the contact indicated on the site for the desired Marist branch. Consider giving a short personal introduction including your country of origin, the country where you now live and your Marist connection or activity. 

Thailand - 05/07/2007

Visit to the Marist Fathers in Thailand 
Mission Ad Gentes 
Bro. Michael Flanigan’s search for new missions brings him to many countries and Dioceses in Asia. One of his most recent trips brought him to Ranong, Thailand, at the request of the Marist Fathers, to look into the possibility of working with them in their work with Burmese refugees or in close proximity with them.

In the mission in Ranong are Fathers John (New Zealand) and Joel (Philippines), Marist seminarian Gil (Philippines), and Marist volunteers Ronald (Philippines) and Alice (Malaysia).

Among the 5 Marists, much good work is being done in the city of Ranong in the fields of pastoral care, work with AIDS victims, social networking, and education.

There are presently 5 independent schools run by Burmese teachers and funded by Jesuit Refugee Services in Thailand. The Marists help in the direction of these schools and in actual teaching of English.
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There is much tension between the Thai people and the Burmese, most of whom are very poor, and only very recently were provisions made for their education. So these schools began as a way to educate the Burmese children. Even now that there is a possibility for the Burmese to go to Thai schools, many choose not to because of the social stigma they feel. Another difficulty is keeping Burmese teenagers in school because as early as 11 years of age, they are expected to work to bring money into the family.

The Marist Fathers are looking into the possibility of expanding one of these 5 schools and offering a high school curriculum. That is only one of the many possibilities that could await us in Thailand if that is one of the new countries chosen. Brother Michael visited with Bishop Joseph Prathan Sridarunsil, SDB, who not only would welcome the Marist Brothers to Ranong to work with the SM, but also asked Bro. Michael to return to visit and see the many other needs of the Diocese of Suratthani. 

General House - 03/07/2007

Here is the date: 28th October 2007 
The first forty-seven beatified Marist Brothers 
John Paul II, on the 24th June 2004, signed the decree by which he recognised that Brother Bernardo was a martyr. Since then we have been able to proceed to the beatification. But the cause of Brother Bernardo was united to twenty-seven other causes, among which are found those of Brothers Laurentino, Virgilio and forty-four martyred Marist Brothers. 

The death of the Pope slowed the process of all the impending causes of saints, such that on the 18th December 2006, Benedict XVI signed the decree on the martyrdom of Brother Laurentino and his other martyred companions. All that was left at this time was to indicate the place of the celebration of the beatification. On the 1st June 2007, the Spanish Episcopal Conference communicated that the ceremony was planned for Sunday, 28th October 2007 at Saint Paul Outside-the-Walls.

The Marist General Council, some time before, had already taken the initiative to organise the event; for that it constituted a small group which, under the direction of Brother Emili Turú and in close connection with the Spanish Marist Provinces, made some plans. 

In these meetings, it was decided to produce an official logo, to publish a guide-text to help people to understand the events that happened in Spain at the time of the death of these brothers from the point of view of ecclesiastical history, and which could be used for guidelines in the production of animation resources and activities organised in schools, colleges and parishes; the development of ways of animating school students according to their age; the creation of an informative triptych, the production of a FMS Message as a preparation for the beatification and another in commemoration of the event, as well as other materials for distribution or for the celebration. 

Once the date of the beatification was known, another group met in Rome to propose orientations concerning the way of adapting the General House for welcoming those who come to Rome and want to visit it.

We cannot yet detail the programme that will be developed in Rome, but at present we can announce that in the General House it has been planned to welcome the groups who request a visit and to accompany them on a tour that will last for one hour; the organisation of a prayer meeting in the Divino Amore sanctuary on the 27th October at eleven o’clock in the morning, with the invitation to share a fraternal meal in the surrounding area. On Saturday afternoon, it will be possible to attend a musical show in the Paul VI Audience Hall, organised by the ecclesiastic institutions that will celebrate the beatifications the following day. On Sunday morning, the beatification will take place around ten o’clock in the morning. And on Monday morning, a Mass of Thanksgiving will be celebrated in the Basilica of Saint Peter. 

Due to the numerous groups (congregations, dioceses, Episcopal Conference, etc.,) involved in the celebration, the development of a definitive programme has not been concretised in all its details. 

Later, our website will open a special space dedicated to the beatifications where you will find the official news linked to our martyrs. 

Haiti - 02/07/2007

Mission Ad Gentes in Haiti! 
Visit of Br. Michael Flanigan 
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Haiti is a mission that belongs to the province of Canada, but it is in the process of being turned over to the province of Mexico Occidental. At present there are seven Canadian Brothers, one Haitian Brother, one Spanish Brother, one Argentinian Brother and one Brother from Malawi. There are two Haitian Brothers who have just professed first vows and will be going to the scholasticate in Guadalajara. And there are Haitian novices in Colombia.

Brother Michael Flanigan recently visited our MAG Brothers in Haiti and was able to visit all 3 communities as well as Bro. Yvon who lives in Port Au Prince with the Clercs de St. Viateur. 

Anthony Njolovi (Malawi), is part of the staff of the Postulant House in Jérémie. There are presently 9 postulants – 5 in their second year who will be moving to the novitiate, and 4 in their first year. Anthony found the transition to Haiti difficult at first, but he very much enjoys his work there and being with the postulants. They are a very good group of young people. In addition to being a supportive presence, Anthony looks after the practical matters in the house. Once he feels he has mastered French well enough, he will also help giving conferences to the postulants. In the meantime, he’s practicing his French and Creole bargaining with the merchants in the market.

Brothers Ernesto Benavidez (Cruz del Sur) and Bonifacio Gonzalez (Mediterranea) are a presence in the community at La Tibolière. There is a school there, but the Brothers are not involved in the running of it any longer. So, the Marist Brothers community provides a very important witness in the town. And there are plenty of things to do. Ernesto has taken to fixing up the house which is in disrepair. Bonifacio does some of that and in addition, teaches Spanish to the postulants at Jérémie.

There is another community of 3 in Dame Marie where Michael and Anthony visited with three Canadian Brothers. Dame Marie was the first foundation in Haiti.

While it is not yet determined when the mission will go to the Mexico Occidental province, the two provincials hope that any of the Brothers who are there presently will stay if they wish to, adding to the “international” cooperation in mission. 

Mexico - 28/06/2007

"Father, not what I want but what you want.” 
First professions in the Province of México Occidental 
On the 17th June, the day of the Lord, in the city of Morelia (Mexico), our Institute received two new brothers among its members: Luis Fernando Delgado Esparza and César Iván Vargas Graciano, by their profession of the vows of the evangelical counsels: chastity, poverty and obedience. 

The religious ceremony took place in the Chapel of the Visitation of Mary, a building dating from the beginning of the nineteen century which was part of the cloister of the Sisters of the Visitation. Our new brothers pronounced their vows into the hands of Brother Víctor Manuel Preciado Ramirez, Provincial of México Occidental, and in the presence of more than four hundred people who were willing witnesses to the yes of César and Luis Fernando. 

With this celebration, the newly professed have taken a further step in the process of their initial formation in Marist consecrated life. They made their novitiate under the direction of Brother Antonio Cavazos Bueno in the interprovincial novitiate of the Assumption in Morelia, Michoacán.

Brother Luis Fernando is a former student of the college that the brothers run in Aguascalientes, from where he originally came; Brother César Iván is a former student of Morelos College, in Tepatitlán.

We invite you to be united in thanksgiving for the blessings that the Lord has granted us with the vocation of these two brothers; let us continue to ask that He grant us vocations from his heart. 

Ghana - 27/06/2007

The regional novitiate of Sabin Akrofrom 
First vows 
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Saturday, June 16th was the chosen day for the first professions at the regional novitiate of Sabin Akrofrom, Ghana. Fourteen novices took their first vows, 7 from the Marist Province of Nigeria and 7 from the Marist District of West Africa: 3 Cameroonians, 2 Chadians, 1 Ghanaian and 1 Liberian. The whole ceremony was full of African flavour, surrounded by the trees and flowers of the compound, natural protection from the hot weather of this area.

The ceremony lasted more than three hours and was presided over by Mons Gabriel Anochie, auxiliary bishop of Kumasi, with the presence of many priests and religious men and women from Kumasi and from the neighbouring diocese of Obuasi, to which the Novitiate belongs. Many people came as well from the next door villages of Sabin-Akrofrom, headed by their traditional chief, and of Trede, whose Parish choir enhanced the ritual with songs and dances.

Brothers Christian Mbam, from Nigeria, and Sylvain Yao, from the District, received the vows. At the end of the ceremony the newly professed Brothers consecrated themselves to our Blessed Mothers and performed a thanksgiving song in Twi, the local language, with the rhythm of an African dance, expressing their inner joy. Later on, in the same atmosphere of African welcoming, food and drinks were shared by all the participants. 

United States - 26/06/2007

American Marists and Marist Mission 
One Heart One Mission 
[image: image7.jpg]


This report summarizes the conversations and sharings held in various regions of the Province of the United States between January and March 2007. Approximately 40 Marist Brothers and 250 lay colleagues discussed the future of Marist mission from the perspectives of:

• My Sense of Marist Mission

• American Youth Culture

• The Catholicity of the American Teenager

• Among the Young – Especially the Most Neglected

• Sharing Our Call as Marists

For each topic we discussed our “concerns” based on present realities and our “hopes” for the future as we become more grounded in Marist and Gospel values.

My sense of Marist mission
Concerns:
 There is a general sense of concern about( the decreasing number of Marist Brothers present in our school ministries today. As a result, there is a need to articulate clearly and specifically the Marist values that are vital to our mission today.

 These Marist values need to( become part of the culture, language and experience of Marist Educators and Marist Youth; otherwise, we run the risk of failing to “walk the talk.”

( Marist schools exist first and foremost to lead students to Christ. How well do we do that? Is this an understood and spoken priority in our schools?

 It is( a challenge to “love all students equally.” What do we, as adults, have to do, to learn, to know so that we can come closer to this ideal?

 There is( reluctance on the part of some adults in our Marist schools to speak about their faith. Students are much more likely to share their faith if they see the adults in their school modeling this for them.

 There is great concern about the( escalating cost of tuition in Marist schools. We risk losing the very young people we are meant to serve.

Hopes: 
 There is a( greater knowledge and articulation of Marist pedagogy in our schools today. This pedagogy can instill a sense of Christian/Marist dignity and integrity in our students.

 Sharing Our Call has been a great benefit to the adult( communities of our schools. We need to develop follow-up programs that will insure that the charism of Marcellin continues to be understood, owned, articulated, and lived out.

 As we become more rooted in Marist spirituality( and pedagogy, we will be better able to “love them all equally.”

 We can and( must evangelize our students through every day moments.

 We can and must be( open to the least favored – educationally, spiritually, emotionally, and economically.

 It is all about witness!(
American youth culture
Concerns: 
 We are very concerned about the( manipulation of our young people by the media and pop culture.

 Related to( that, we are concerned about the inability of our young people to be quiet and reflective.

 Adolescence and its related independence are happening at an( earlier age.

 We are very concerned about the drug and alcohol use and how( it reflects American adult attitudes of comfort and self-medication.

 We are( concerned about the sexual activity of our students.

 Too many of our( students are working over thirty hours a week. In some cases this is just to afford the things that the media and pop culture tell them that they have to have. In other cases it is to afford tuition or help the family’s income.

( We are concerned that some parents need to have their children be “successful,” resulting in unrealistic goals for them.

 The “second family” (youth( culture, media, etc.) can supersede the “first family” as a place where kids find acceptance and understanding.

 Our kids are growing up in a( world/country where violence is an everyday occurrence.

 Our kids are faced( with a lack of absolutes. There is a moral breakdown resulting in a moral relativism. 

 Coupled with the usual adolescent sense of( immortality/invulnerability is an unrealistic sense of entitlement created by media, pop culture, and affluence of many Americans.

Hopes
 We believe that the values taught( and experienced in Marist schools can provide a viable alternative to those of contemporary American (youth) culture.

 We believe that students in Marist( schools are good and generous. They are also adaptable, tolerant, and resilient.

 Our students have a keen sense of social justice; they are( globally aware.

 Our kids seek the genuine approval of adults as a sign of( their self-worth.

 Marist Youth programs in our schools can help create a( positive and lasting identity.

The catholicity of the American teenager
Concerns: 
 We need to remind parents that their( children’s attitudes and values are products of their own example. If parents are not practicing Catholics, there is less of a chance that their children will be.

 The American Church, in general, does not reach out to young people.( They do not know what to do with them or for them, and, as a result, risk losing another generation of Catholics.

 While teenagers often question everything( anyway, the Church’s credibility has been seriously weakened by the sex abuse scandal.

 If, as one report says, 77% of American Catholics do not( participate in Church on a regular basis, what challenge does this present for Marist schools? 

 Who are the spiritual role models for our young people in( light of these statistics? What are the implications of this for Marist schools?

 While American teens may not participate in church regularly, the( same reports state that they do value religion, but it is not a priority. What can Marist schools do to make this a priority.

 For most American Catholic( teenagers in Catholic high schools, the school is their only experience of church. The role of the Campus Ministry and Religion departments becomes of paramount importance in light of this fact.

Hopes: 
( We believe that our young people are searching for spirituality, and we believe that Marist schools have a vital spirituality to share with them.

 The( sacramental experiences we offer in school are an important part of their ongoing faith formation. It can also serve as a connection to the larger church.

 We believe that we need to share our faith with our students.( 

( A recent workshop for chairpersons of campus ministry and religion departments was entitled “Will our faith have children?” The answer to that question is another question, “Does our faith have parents?” In the case of most of our students, we need to be the “parents” of their faith and faith formation.

Among the young, especially the most neglected
Concerns: 
 The culture of the Marist school is in( a tough competition with American youth culture.

 We are concerned about our( kids’ exposure to and experience of drugs, alcohol, sex, and violence.

 What( kinds of poverty are experienced and exhibited by kids in US Marist schools?

 There is a need for an educated partnership and dialogue with( parents in addressing the many issues facing our students/their children: faith formation, pressures of the youth culture, parental expectations, academic pressures, adolescent behavior, divorce/family issues, economic issues.

 We( are concerned that the pressure to succeed is out of control in our society. Gospel and Marist values are in direct contrast to this and, as a result, are often discarded.

 The term “the not yet good” (from Father Champagnat’s( letter to Brother Barthelemey) has become a common reference point in US Marist schools? How well do we deal with “the not yet good” in US Marist schools?

Hopes: 
 Teaching is as much about building( relationships with students as it is about conveying material to them.

 As( we integrate Marist values into our language, culture, and experience, we will understand more and more why openness and attention to the least favored is a hallmark of Marist Education.

 Financial decisions about the future( direction of our schools need to be based on Marist values and priorities.

( We must continue faculty and student formation in Marist values.

 We must( challenge ourselves to be counter-cultural/Gospel people.

 We must challenge( our students to be counter-cultural/Gospel people.

Sharing our call as Marists
Concerns
 We are concerned( about the lack of Marist Brothers vocations and the aging and decreasing population of Marist Brothers in US Marist schools.

 We need to be surrogate parents and role( models for our students.

 The cost of a Marist education prevents us from( reaching the economically least favored.

 How well do we form our students( in their faith for life after a Marist school?

Contributions of Lay Marists
 The financial sacrifice of lay teachers is a genuine( witness to Gospel values.

 Our lay colleagues give witness to a generosity( of talent and hard work.

 The willingness of our lay teachers to witness to( their faith is an important part of the faith formation of our students.

( The opportunity to minister with women brings a new dimension to the brothers’ religious life.

 Marist mission is energized by the willingness of our lay( colleagues to commit themselves to Marist mission.

Contributions of Marist Brothers
 The Brothers are great examples of hospitality( and community.

 The Brothers gives witness to their belief in the value of( education for all students.

 The Brothers are faithful witnesses to the( charism.

 The Brothers provide leadership and encouragement to love the( least favored.

 The Marial quality of the Brothers; lives creates an( atmosphere of community. 

Sri Lanka - 25/06/2007

Assembly of Marist Lay Partners 
Province of South Asia 
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11th June 2007 was another red letter day in the History of Marist Annals in Sri-Lanka as the Lay Partners and the Brothers assembled at Maris Stella College in order to widen their knowledge of the role of Lay Partnership.

It was in fact the result of a dedicated Lay group who met together almost every month since July 2006 up to this month.

Accordingly nearly 60 persons were present on this august occasion. They celebrated their Lay Partners’ Assembly with a meaningful Eucharistic Service and a social gathering for the first time in Sri Lanka. 

The liturgical celebration was conducted by Rev.Fr.Ravceen Perera, the director, Phosphate, National Seminary, Kandy. Father Raveen gave a simple explanation based on the gospel analysis of Jesus who was sociologically a lay man and called other lay men to participate in his saving action.

He also said the laity should join the religious and the clergy in promoting the teaching work began by St. Champagnat and aim at education and evangelizing the poor children and youth of both sexes in their rather pitiful age of materialistic and consumerist danger.

The plenary session was held at the College assembly Hall. With a short introduction given by Brother Joseph the animator of the Lay Partners’ movement, Rev. Brother Michael De Waas the Provincial Superior explained more about the Lay Partnership quoting from the Superior General’s article (UP DATE 295) dealing with a clearer identity for Marist Laity. The point was made that after Vatican ii the definition of Christian Laity under went a change based on the sacrament of Baptism and its priestly, prophetic and pastoral qualities of the baptized.

Mr. Dulip De Silva, a lay partner, elaborated in detail what the Marist Lay Partners have been doing so far and what is expected of them.

This was followed by a short reflection after which the Lay Partners made meaningful proposals in the area of their ministry in Sri Lanka during this drug addicted computer 

wherein our children and youth are on the road to abuse, debauchery, drunkenness and the materialistic out look on human life.

They proposed that teaching done in schools should be re-oriented towards character formation in Fr. Champagnat’s way. They urged that the Marist charisam be made known to a larger group of Catholics in Sri Lanka.

They explained Lay Partnership is not an answer to the decreasing number of religious in any congregation but a realization of the truth hinted at by his Holiness Pope John Paul the second who said that in the future the church will become the church of the Laity.

They also agreed to meet more frequently and discuss the future possibilities in this ministry working together with the Brothers of the province of South Asia.

This grand day came to a close with the family lunch.

Brother Joseph Peiris
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