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BEATIFICATION OF 47 MARIST BROTHERS MARTYRED IN SPAIN 
[image: image1.wmf]The beatification of 47 of our brothers martyred will take place in Rome on 28 October 2007. Victims of the religious persecutions that took place in Spain during the 1930s, these men are now recognized by our Church as martyrs, heroic witnesses to the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

These brothers of ours are also the first among us to be beatified. On the day of the ceremony itself, their causes will be joined together with those of 451 others whose zeal for the gospel cost them their lives. The group includes 2 bishops, some married men and women, several secular priests and seminarians, other religious—men and women, laity and young people. 

This important moment in the history of our Institute gives all of us an opportunity to unite ourselves with the universal Church in giving thanks for the gift of martyrs, especially among those who share our way of life. The public commitment of our brothers who will be beatified to live fully and radically the gospel of Jesus Christ as the plan of their life brought them to the point of the cross. In embracing this journey as their destiny, each of them also became a seed of new life not only for our Institute and its mission but for our Church universal also.

Updated information can always be found on the Marist Institute’s website: www.champagnat.org from where you will be able to download documents, information and the registration form to request the “pilgrim’s bag”. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Accommodation at the General House

Accommodation is limited at the General House; for this reason we will follow the fol-lowing criteria:

We can only accommodate Marist Brothers;

Brothers coming from Provinces that do not have groups organised to come to Rome; 

We will allocate the places available according to the order in which the registra-tions arrive, until the total number is filled:

Requests for accommodation must be addressed to Brother Juan Arconada: JArconada@fms.it; he will respond to each individual case. 

Pilgrim’s Bag

The General House is offering to all the pilgrims in Rome, on the occasion of the Beatifi-cation of our forty-seven Marist Brothers, a specifically Marist “pilgrim’s bag” which will contain several publications, an identification scarf and other souvenirs, for the price of ten euros. 

The pilgrims coming from Spain through the travel agency organised by the Provinces will all receive a pilgrim’s bag. 

Other pilgrims will be able to request this pilgrim’s bag from the General House (use the sheet organised for this purpose) and collect it there on their arrival in Rome. 

Entry to the ceremony of the beatification 

Entry to the celebration of the Beatification will be included in the “pilgrim’s bag”.   

You can also request these from the General House but they need to be collected suffi-ciently in advance.  

For this, contact Brother Onorino Rota: ORota@fms.it
PROGRAMME OF CEREMONIES FOR THE MARIST FAMILY 

26th October, Friday

From 10:00am until 7:00pm: “WALKING WITH OUR MARTYRS”: guided visit to the Marist General House in groups, following an itinerary that brings us closer to the origins of the Marist Institute and to the person of our martyrs. The visit will last about an hour and will be done in an ambiance of prayer and thanksgiving. Groups will be able to choose to do their visit at the times indicated over four days. 

27th October, Saturday

11:00am: MARIST CELEBRATION at the Sanctuary of the “Madonna del Divino Amore” venerated by the faithful of Rome since 1740 until the present time.  

There is the possibility of having a fraternal meal on site in the grounds of the Sanctuary (each group or person will need to plan and organise this themselves).  

From 2:00pm until 7:00pm: “WALKING WITH OUR MARTYRS”: guided visit to the Marist General House in groups.  

28th October, Sunday

At 10:00am: CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST AND BEATIFICATION OF 498 martyrs of the XX century in Spain. Basilica of Saint Paul-Outside-The-Walls.   

From 2:00pm until 5:00pm: “WALKING WITH OUR MARTYRS”: guided visit to the Marist General House in groups.    

At 5:00pm: At the General House, a MEETING OF THE MARIST BROTHERS who have come to the Beatification with the Brother Superior General and his Council. 

29th October, Monday

At 10:00am: CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST, in thanksgiving for the beatification of 498 martyrs of the XX century in Spain. Saint Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. 

From 10:00am until 7:00pm: “WALKING WITH OUR MARTYRS”: guided visit to the Marist General House in groups.

SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE
11th – 26th July 2007 
Prov. Mediterránea - 26/07/2007

2007 International Voluntary Service Camps in the Province of Mediterránea 
Another way of spending the long holidays 
During the months of July and August 2007, some seventy people from our Province are going to participate in international voluntary service camps by carrying out different tasks. The participation in these camps is the outcome of a process that lasts for several months during which those concerned train, reflect on questions concerning solidarity and prepare the activities that they are going to offer in different countries. 

The Italian association ACUNA has organised three work groups in Bucharest (Romania) from the 21st July until the 5th August, from the 5th until the 19th August and from the 19th August until the 2nd September; in all forty-five people coming from Genoa, Giugliano and Rome. ACUMA has already worked for several years with street children, boys and girls, through non formal educational activities and leisure activities. 

Other camps are organised by the Spanish association SED, with the following features according to the countries of destination:

• Fourteen people are going to go to Bolivia in the farming communities of Comarapa (Quebrada San Antonio, Ajospampa and Huertas) and Roboré (Limones, Los Sotos and San Pedro), to be involved in the local activities of remedial education, literacy classes for adults, accompaniment of families, basic health care, pastoral activities, promotion of women and socioeconomic development. 

• Seven other people are going to take responsibility for the camp in Kumasi, Ghana, committing themselves to activities for the formation of teachers (pedagogy, didactics), the organisation of workshops (music, dance, manual works) and accompaniment of free time and leisure time. 

• After many trials and tribulations, it is now confirmed that the camp in Equatorial Guinea will take place. In this case, we are counting on five people in Ebibeyin and Abeng Eseng for the formation of teachers and improvements to several local communities (schools and chapels). 

• Finally, this year we are resuming once again the camp in the Ivory Coast which had been abandoned a few years ago due to the political troubles in the country. Someone from the Health Department will be responsible for resuming the good relations that existed previously between SED and the brothers of Bouaké.

May all of this enthusiasm and these efforts used in the preparation of these international voluntary service camps help us to be more sensitive to the needs of our world! 

General House - 24/07/2007

Information from the General Council to the members of the General Administration 
End of the General Council’s summer plenary sessions 
The General Council, having finished its summer plenary sessions, held a meeting during the morning of the 13th July 2007 with the brothers and laypeople who work in the General Administration. Brother Pedro Herreros, who co-ordinated the meeting, declared that these meetings take pace to “increase our sense of belonging to a common project”. 

The information that the Brother Superior General and his Councillors shared focussed on the coming beatifications of forty-seven Spanish Marist Brothers who died during the religious persecution in Spain, on the activities of the Patrimony Commission, the new structures that BIS will adopt in the future, the European Mission Assembly and other pieces of news. 
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Concerning the beatifications, Brother Emili Turú explained the initiatives that have been undertaken to prepare and celebrate this event: information will be able to be found on the website where there will be a section consecrated especially to the martyred brothers. 

The General Council, conscious of the need to promote investigation of the patrimony of the Institute among the English speaking brothers, has organised a course that will last for six months and be directed by Brother Aureliano Brambila. The participants will be accommodated in the General House in the former International College. 

The General Council has approved the transformation of BIS which, up to the present, has functioned as a bureau at the service of the General Council; it will become a civil foundation according to Italian law, called “FMS International” (Marist Foundation for International Solidarity), in the aim of endowing it with a juridical personality that will allow it to negotiate resources, participate in international solidarity campaigns and to access aid from public institutions and represent the Institute before the United Nations at Geneva. 

Luiz Da Rosa and Angela Petenzi, two laypeople who work in the General Administration, after having participated in the European Mission Assembly held at Guardamar from the 4th until the 8th July 2007, shared some information about the topics treated during this meeting and their overall experience of it. 

News in short
During this meeting, it was noted that the General Council is going to nominate in a short while the Preparatory Commission of the XXI General Chapter. This Commission will consist of nine brothers, three from the General Council and six from the Marist world whose names will be published at the appropriate time. 

It has also been decided that the animation community that will reside at the Hermitage once the refurbishments have been completed will include twelve members, eight brothers and four laypeople. 

The financing of the refurbishment of the Hermitage will be covered in the following way: 2/3 paid by the Province of L’Hermitage and 1/3 by the General Administration and the Provinces. 

There are to be some changes in the community of the General House. Brother Joseph Demeyer has finished his period of service to the General Administration and Brother Ismar Portilla has finished his studies; both have returned to their respective Provinces. Father Ignacio Vargas, who was the chaplain of the community of the General Council, has been replaced by Father Jesús Manuel. Joining the community will be Brothers Agustín Acevedo Sánchez, from México Occidental as a student, Ticiano Cagigal, from Norandina and Jorge Carrasco, from México Central for personal renewal in Rome. Brother George Fontana will also join the community to collaborate in different services.

From the 19th August until the 14th October, a course for French speaking brothers of the third age will be held in the General House. It will be led by Brothers Gaston Robert and Maurice Goutagny, helped by their chaplain Father Monphan.

The Bureau of the Evangelical Use of Goods is working on the accompaniment of different Provinces of the Institute for the drawing up of community budgets and the development of a strategic plan of financing for the Provinces of Africa in collaboration with the Econome General and BIS. As well, the General Council has approved that the Bureau of the Laity be increased by four permanent collaborators, residing in their respective countries and meeting once a year for a week in Rome. The Bureau of the Laity is going to organise a course in Africa in 2008 for brothers and lay animators of Marist spirituality. 

Brazil - 23/07/2007

The University of Porto Alegre celebrates a Mass in memory of the victims of the plane crash 
Lecturers, a current female student and some ex-students were on board that plane 
A Mass in memory of the victims of the plane crash in São Paulo on the 17th July was celebrated last Thursday afternoon in the church of Christ Our Master on the central campus of the PUC of Rio Grande do Sul. Two lecturers, a current female student and some ex-students were on board the plane that crashed near the airport of Congonhas. 

According to the official information given by the authorities and the air company, included among the passengers were the Director of the Institute of Geriatrics and Gerontology of PUCRS, Doctor Antônio Carlos Araújo de Souza, aged 56; a female lecturer from the Faculty of Education and Distance Education, Valdemarina Bidone de Azevedo e Souza, aged 62; and a female student from the Faculty of Humanistics, Raquel Soares Warmiling, aged 19. The two lecturers were to change planes in Congonhas, in order to fly to Brasilia where they were going to participate in meetings with the Ministry of Justice, with whom PUCRS has been developing a post-graduate course in Social Welfare since last January. 

A doctor who studied at PUCRS, Araújo de Souza specialised in geriatrics and had a doctorate in bone metabolism from the University of Tokyo. Apart from the direction of the IGG, he co-ordinated the Collaborative Centre of the World Health Organisation in the same Institute. 

The female lecturer, Valdemarina, studied Biochemistry at UFRGS and Pedagogy at PUCRS, having worked on methodologies and interdisciplinary technological resources at the service of learning. Having a Masters and Doctor of Education from PUCRS, she co-ordinated the Post-Graduate Programme in Biomedical Gerontology in the Institute of Geriatrics and Gerontology. 

As well as the two lecturers and the female student, several other persons connected to PUCRS were aboard that flight. 

Argentina - 20/07/2007

Commemoration of ninety years of Marist presence 
New statue of Saint Marcellin 
On the 6th June 2007, in the cathedral-parish church of Nuestra Señora de Buen Viaje, the community of the Instituto San José de Morón praised Saint Marcellin on the occasion of ninety years of Marist presence in Morón and one hundred and fifteen years of the existence of our college. 

The statue is the work of Ernesto Bertedor, an Argentinean artist who currently resides in El Bolsón, Patagonia, Argentina. 

Spain - 18/07/2007

European Marist Mission Assembly 
One heart, one mission 
The European Marist Mission Assembly was held at Guardamar from the 5th until the 8th July. This meeting took place after each one of the five European Marist Provinces had held its own Provincial Assembly. This continental stage will be followed by the International Assembly at Mendes, in Brazil, next September. 

One hundred and twelve Marists, brothers and laypeople, participated in the Assembly having come from several countries. The Province of Compostela had sent twenty-two representatives; that of West Central Europe, thirteen; Ibérica, twenty-three; L’Hermitage, twenty-one; Mediterránea, twenty-two. To these numbers must be added five translators and six members of the General House, brothers and laypeople. 

The opening of the meeting was proclaimed by Brother Joseph McKee, Provincial of West Central Europe and current president of the Marist European Conference. He stressed the necessity to meet as a continent and to reflect together on the challenges before us and to which we must respond in accordance with the charism of Marcellin Champagnat. He also recalled the call of the Brother Superior General: Make Jesus Christ known and loved. He concluded his speech by asking an effort of us all so that the Assembly might contribute new ideas that will help to make the Marist dream a concrete reality in the Europe of today. 
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Throughout the meeting, the preferred method applied was that of sharing, with exchanges in groups and in plenary sessions in order to communicate the ideas and experiences that had arisen in the different groups that had been constituted. The work carried out in the five Provinces was reflected in a synthesis of conclusions of each Province, a synthesis that served as a starting point for the sessions, and which was the response to the five following questions that the co-ordination team had posed: 

- How do we evangelise the 80,000 children and young people whom we are educating in Europe? 

- Where are the poor children and young people of Europe today, and how can we get closer to them? 

- What common and specific aspects of the Marist vocation of a brother and a layperson do we need to discover and cultivate? 

- What formation do we need as brothers and laypeople of Europe to serve our Marist mission? 

- What type of Marist communities do we need to form and consolidate in order to promote our mission? 

The discussion was sustained and opened many perspectives. Brothers Pau Fornells and Emili Turú contributed to the reflection through a dialogue in which they treated in particular the question of Marist identity. 

One of the fruits of the Assembly is the document that presents the seventeen challenges to be faced: 

1. To opt decisively for the most disadvantaged childen and young people at the heart of our formal educational work. 

2. To involve people in our centres of formal education, using materials and structures for social projects.

3. To promote education for justice and solidarity in all the areas in which we are involved.

4. To opt, at provincial level for a greater presence of Brothers and lay people in areas of deprivation...

5. To create a network of Marist educational centres and social projects which will contribute, through sharing and formation, to the strengthening of our response to the most needy children and young people in Europe.

6. To be strong witnesses of the Gospel message, both personally and in community, so that our Marist work and presence remain deeply based in the Gospel. 

7. To strengthen the vitality of our works and presence through the existence of Marist entities (Brothers, lay people, communities) who will live and animate the missión

8. To evaluate in a systematic and profound way the pastoral projects and processes in our Marist works, keeping in mind their context and reality.

9. To involve the families in their process of passing on the faith 

10. To recognise and share experiences concernng the pastoral and evangelising work already existing in Europe. 

11. To move towards co-responsibility and animation in our works, which denote a genuine participation in the mission.

12. To create meeting places, at provincial and Institute level, where lay people and Brothers can share whatever we continue to discover as Marists.

13. To encourage the formation of Marist groups, based in the heart of Champagnat, and to be close to the people and their lives..

14. To encourage in the Brothers and lay people the need for permanent formation which will help them to grow as people and encourage them in different processes.

15. To prepare, at provincial and interprovincial level, joint processes of formation specifically for Brothers and lay people, which will help them to discover, to grow and to strengthen in themselves human, Christian and Marist dimensions, while respecting their differences and diversity.

16. To find a process which will assist the lay people to define their vocation and their links to the Marist Institute. To move forward with audacity and hope. 

17. To make known and to promote the Marist vocation, of Brothers and lay people as a way of living fully the Christian vocation in the world of today. 

These three days of meeting showed us that the Marists of Europe are trying to revive, with love and devotion, the ideal of Marcellin and of the Gospel on the European continent. There is a great deal of enthusiasm. At the same time, one notes that it is necessary to act with audacity. One could also note the joy of the meeting and of the sharing along the pathway travelled by all. Now, the word is at Mendes, where Europe will send a delegation of fourteen people, brothers and laypeople. 

Spain - 17/07/2007

Organ of reflection, dialogue and decision in Europe 
Marist European Conference 
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The Marist European Conference (MEC) has just been inaugurated: its first meeting took place at Guardamar on the 4th July 2007. It was not directly requested by anybody in particular but we think that it responds to a great desire of the General Council to organise Marist life according to the regionalisation of the Institute. The MEC should respond to this desire for regionalisation in the European setting. Surely the MEC must be seen as the European structure that follows the ECP (European Conference of Provincials). But it has changed regarding its structures of composition and its Statutes in which all activities will be concretised. 

The following composition has been decided for the structure of the MEC: eleven people including the five Brothers Provincial of the five European Provinces, by right. One of them will be the President, voted for by the members of the MEC. A second member per Province, chosen by each Provincial Council, must be a Provincial Councillor and belong to a different country to the country of the Brother Provincial. The secretary of the MEC will be chosen by the other members at the suggestion of the President of the MEC. He will have the right of voice but not of vote. Thus the first MEC is constituted by the following brothers, appointed by the Provinces: Province of West Central Europe: Joseph McKee (Provincial) and Robert Thunus. Joseph McKee will be the first President of the MEC. Province of Compostela: Mendoza Primitivo González (Provincial) and António Leal das Neves. Province of Ibérica: Samuel Holguín Diez (Provincial) and Moisés Alonso Pérez. Province of L’Hermitage: Xavier Barceló Maset (Provincial) and André Déculty. Province of Mediterránea: Manuel Jorques Bru (Provincial) and Paolo Penna. Secretary of the MEC: Santiago Fernández García (Province of Compostela)

The MEC should be the usual organ of reflection, dialogue and decision for the activities to be pursued in the region of the Marist world that we call Europe and in the framework of their competence. 

The following immediate objectives of the MEC have been fixed: the follow-up of the meetings of Guardamar and Mendes on Marist mission and the subsequent carrying out of a study that will allow us to adapt the conclusions of these meetings to the global propositions presented, voted and approved during the meeting at Soesterberg (The Netherlands), to which we want to respond as being the manifestation of the concerns and challenges that the five European Council have indicated in this Assembly. For that we will determine, in each case, the necessary means and teams. 

The MEC has not yet established its Statutes in which will figure the legislation about its meetings; logically, however, it will be a structure with a great deal of work to accomplish in the future and for that it will need meetings. For the instant, the place and the date of the next meeting has been fixed: this will be at Guardamar on the 9th and 10th December 2007. 

Brother Santiago Fernandez, Secretary of the MEC 

General House - 16/07/2007

Mission Ad Gentes Advisory Council 
Marist Mission in Asia 
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An Advisory Council for Mission Ad Gentes was formed over a year ago. Most recently, they had their third meeting. The reason for the Advisory Council is to be able to discuss issues around the Mission Ad Gentes project so as to be able to give a clear direction and advice to the MAG team in Rome (Brothers Luis Garcia Sobrado, Barry Burns, and Michael Flanigan) so that they may make recommendations to the Council.

In addition to the MAG team, the other members of the council are Bro. Peter Rodney, Link Councilor with Asia, Bro. Tom Chin, representative of the Asia Provincials and District Superior, Rev. Joseph Nguyen Cong Doan, SJ and Sr. Helen Mendonça, FMM, both working for their respective General Administrations here in Rome.

There are many issues that are discussed and for which we need people with experience. Bro. Peter Rodney, being the Councilor who is the “link” to the Asia provinces and district, brings much experience of his knowledge of “Marist Asia”. Bro. Tom Chin is from Malaysia and is a former provincial of the China province in Kuala Lumpur. Fr. Joe Doan is the Councilor for South East Asia on the Jesuits’ General Council and former provincial in Vietnam, and Sr. Helen, from India, also works for her General Administration and is a former provincial of one of the Indian provinces of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. These latter three bring a wealth of knowledge to the Council and can speak from personal experience as Asians.

The Council looks at matters affecting the future of Marist Asia, like which countries to look into and how easy or difficult it can be to enter some countries. Visa requirements differ in each country, and sometimes it is nearly impossible to enter. 

In addition, there was much discussion around the style of life of the new missionaries. It is very important, to gain the trust and confidence of the people, that these missionaries live like the people, not above them.

And then there are other practical questions like Insurance, Budget, etc. These are real concerns because the Church in Asia is very poor and we would be expected to contribute towards the building up of the local Church, not only with our manpower but with money as well. In all, our focus is to work with the local Church in “telling the story of Jesus in Asia” and in bringing young people to come “to know and love Jesus.” 

Brazil - 13/07/2007

Formation for the benefit of personnel of the University of Porto Alegre 
Enthusiasm, motivation and learning 
The Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul, located in Porto Alegre, run by the Marist Brothers, organised in June some institutional formation days for one hundred and fifty lecturers and administration personnel. This initiative is part of a general programme of ongoing formation. It was an opportunity to study and discuss different themes and their relationship with the identity of a Catholic university and with spirituality and the Marist educational mission. 

The union and enthusiasm felt by all the participants was very favourable to the creation of a collective ambiance in the phase of “seeing”, first stage of the Reflections Project, 2007 edition. The participants in this activity had the opportunity to pose questions to the rector, Joachim Clotet, and to all the vice-rectors throughout the morning in order to clarify doubts and to propose suggestions that were listened to by the moderators of the plenary meeting entitled “Dialogue with the rectors”. At the moment of closure, the evaluation reflected a feeling of general satisfaction in what had been experienced and learnt. 

On Saturday, the programme was centred on the history and characteristics of Marist education. The conference participants treated the theme through the challenges that marked the life of Saint Marcellin Champagnat and the lifestyle of the brothers and the “Marial” style in education, based on the example of the mother of Jesus. Hames spoke of the development of catholic universities from the thirteenth century until the present and their particularities on the five continents. 

[image: image6.jpg]


The Reflections Project has been part of the management plan of the PUCRS since 2000 and of the program of ongoing formation of lecturers and administration personnel. Its aim is to study the role that education must play in tertiary teaching, in research, in the application and community actions that require, for their good development, the competence and the commitment of all the participants. In the Project, the number of participants has risen to 1319 people who have had the opportunity to reflect and to dialogue on the Marist origins, and on the philosophy and mission of the university. 

The following stages will be those of “Identity” and “Commitment”.
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