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July 26th – 17th August 2007 
Ghana - 17/08/2007

Inter-congregation collaboration

MARISTS – MARIANISTS – DE LA SALLE
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It is a joy to share with you the experience we are carrying about for the last few years in the central House of the Marist District of West Africa.

Since three years ago, a group of young Marianists from the French-speaking countries of the region started coming to our house during the long holidays period with the purpose of improving the English language. This year three Brothers of the Christian schools have joined the group with the same objective.

We form all together a life-shared community: lodging, food, prayers. Presently we are 13 Brothers from 8 different nationalities. Above all, the bond that unites us is our common brotherhood. Living together is for us a chance to know better one another and to share so many things we have in common.

This is just a drop among so many gestures of collaboration among our Congregations, but I thought it would be good to let you know. The attached picture, although not all of us are on it, reflects what I have just expressed.

Fraternally yours

Brother José María Ferre - Community Superior
Kenya - 16/08/2007

Meeting on initial formation in Nairobi 
VOCATION MINISTRY AND INITIAL FORMATION 
In our Marist International Centre, Nairobi - Kenya, July 27th – 31st 2007 there was a meeting on initial formation for African formators of all stages. Twenty two brothers attended the meeting animated by Br. Antonio Ramalho and Br. Teófilo Minga, from the Religious Life Commission (Rome). Among the participants were the five provincials of the African Continent. 

For many years now the Administrative Units of Africa have worked together for the formation of the young Brothers to produce Marist Apostles at the service of the Church. We have witnessed this collaboration at every stage of formation, but more especially at the Scholasticate (MIC) in Nairobi.

The specific focus of this meeting was to strengthen and deepen that collaboration at all levels of the initial formation and to suggest structures, ways and means for the follow up and success of that formation.

This specific objective was subdivided into four parts:

1. Sharing of experience at the level of vocation ministry and formation in general, what is our plan for the vocation ministry at the local level, the established programmes, the steps preparing for the Postulancy.

2. Working together to reach a consensus on the methods, the contents of the programmes with regard to the Pre-Novitiate and the Novitiate.

3. Provide guidelines for a greater collaboration in depth between the Administrative Units in terms of Vocation Ministry, Postulancy, and the Novitiate.

4. Reflect on our vocation ministry and initial formation policy to make sure it reflects our Marist identity and to make sure also that it provides an answer to the needs of the African youth of today.
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During the meeting there was much time allocated to the exchange of experiences at both levels:

• Horizontally : to build up mutual knowledge, agreement and collaboration among teams and harmonizing programs of the same level of formation.

• Vertically : How to secure an effective continuity from a level to the next? 

It was a question of working together horizontally and vertically on criteria and programs of formation; to foster structures for collaboration at Initial Formation; and to know what support the African formators expect from the Provincials and the RLC of the General Council.

Looking to the evaluations done at the end of the session the objectives were met and they reach the expectations of the participants. At the end of the session the participants met by provinces and draw up some suggestions. There was a great convergence on the suggestions and from the 5 provinces could emerge the following three points:

1. The need to form new formatorsn and offer a ongoing formation for the current formators.

2. To assure mutual communication and promote regular meetings of different kinds to be held among the formators (same stage and different stages).

3. To update the program (contents) of initial formation and to conceive a global Plan of Formation for Africa. 

General House - 05/08/2007

Appointment of the Preparatory Commission 
XXI GENERAL CHAPTER 
On the 25th of July, the General Council appointed the Preparatory Commission of the XXI General Chapter. The members of the Commission are: Graham Neist (Sydney province); Albert Nzabonaliba, (Central-East Africa province); João Carlos do Prado (Brasil Centro-Sul province); Lindley Sionosa (Philippines province); Josep Maria Soteras (L’Hermitage province); Carlos Vélez (Central America province); Maurice Berquet, General Councillor; Luis García Sobrado, Vicar General; Seán Sammon, Superior General. 

In so doing, the General Council followed the Statutes of the General Chapter, article 2: “Two years before the opening of an ordinary General Chapter, the Brother Superior General, with his Council, appoints a Preparatory Commission (cf. C. 137.4.7). This Commission sees to all that is necessary for the Chapter to achieve its responsibilities in regard to C. 139.

The Commission collaborates with the General Administration in regard to personnel and material needs. It may request the General Council to set up pre-Chapter groups on topics.

After consulting the Administrative Units and capitulants, the Commission draws up a global plan for the work and the process of the Chapter, including a proposed closing date. The plan will be submitted to the Chapter Assembly for discussion and approval during the first days of the General Chapter.” 

México - 03/08/2007

Here are my hands, here is my voice 
PROVINCIAL MEETING OF GAMA 
The national meeting of GAMA 2007 (ENNAGA) was held this year from the 1st until the 7th July at Guadalajara (Mexico). GAMA (from the Spanish ‘Grupo Apostólico Marista de Preparatoria’) is offered as a form of youth ministry in the secondary schools of the Marist Province of México Occidental. For two years we have worked at refounding GAMA with our young people, dialoguing, listening, being attentive and building this life-giving experience together. 
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More than one hundred participants (both young people and adults) came together with a common motto: “Here are my hands, here is my voice.” We experienced an intense week during which our Marist family spirit and fraternity were very much evident. It was a rich experience for everybody. It gave us an opportunity to reflect on our mission as a group of young Marists, on our identity, on our values and on our spirituality. As well as these important elements, we also reflected on the importance of acquiring a profound commitment to the solution of social problems that afflict our country, through a greater role as young people and the exercise of a leadership of service and of creativity following Marcellin’s example. 

The participation of the Province of the United States of America gave us a great deal of joy. Young people from the Marist schools of Miami and Brownsville, accompanied by Brothers Al Rivera and Peter Guadalupe, and one of their teachers Graciela Touchy, were the special guests of ENNAGA. This gesture of proximity and of collaboration between sister Provinces gave us a great sense of communion in our mission.

We are grateful to God, Marcellin and our Good Mother for everything hat we experienced during this important event for our Province of México Occidental and we thank them especially for their presence and their blessing. Thank you! 

Kike Ortiz Quintana - Marist Youth Ministry - México Occidental 

Spain - 02/08/2007

An approach to the figure of the Founder in the Province of Mediterránea 
COURSE ON THE LETTERS OF CHAMPAGNAT 
Because Brother Fernando Hinojal was part of the Co-ordination Team for the Patrimony Course held in Rome in 1993 and assisted Brother Carlos José Hidalgo in the CEPAM course organised by Brother Aureliano Brambila, a serious approach to the figure of Father Champagnat through the study of his letters: letters and other documents has been started in the Province of Mediterránea. 

The first thing to be done was the development of a plan that was shared into three cycles: 

In Cycle A, the active and passive correspondence from 1823 to 1836 is studied; that is to say the letters from Marcellin and the letters addressed to him, as well as those that speak of him. In Cycle B, the object of the analysis is the active and passive correspondence from 1837 and 1838, with the testimonies that relate to the Founder. 

Finally, in Cycle C, the work focuses on the active and passive correspondence from 1839 and 1849, to which is added matters related to Marist legislation. 

Each of these three cycles corresponds to a course that lasts for three weeks in summer, eight hours each day. The Plan includes a total of 480 hours. The summer of 2004 saw the start of the first course. 

The system of work consists in analysing the letters according to a criterion of historical investigation. Having the use of an ample library with books and specialised magazines, brochures and other material related to the patrimony of the Institute, as well as computerised means, each of the participants prepares the proposed documents following a very concrete questionnaire that facilitates the deepening of the contents. Then he shares with the other course members the conclusions to which he has come. All of this is developed in a context of reflection, dialogue, prayer and in an environment of pleasant familiarity. 

“By confronting direct documents – says Brother Fernando Hinojal – we discover a very human Champagnat, very close to the brothers; a Father who loves his children, the brothers; with a human heart; very sensitive to the values of the person. What is interesting in this experience is that we discover Marcellin directly: no one tells us who he is, we discover him ourselves.” 

The courses are directed and co-ordinated by a team of three brothers. At least two of them are always present. Given the method employed, the number of participants in each course cannot exceed ten people. 

Up to the present, fifteen brothers of the Province have already participated, of whom a half have finished the three cycles. As well, there is also a demand for these courses among the brothers of El Escorial, but with a different rhythm and time distribution. 

One of the brothers who has finished the three cycles summed up his experience: “I consider it a grace and a gift from God to have consecrated this time to know Champagnat and that has made me love him more and appreciate him in an admiring way.” 

Germany - 01/08/2007

Mindelheim helps rural communities of Papua New Guinea 
MARIST SOLIDARITY 
The Marist College in Mindelheim (Germany) gathered the sum of 5,000 euros to sustain a project for the diffusion of electrical energy in the rural communities of Papua New Guinea. The school collection was organised by Bro. Heinrich Schamberger for the school pastoral activities. 

The project, managed by Brother Kevin Murray and Brother Chris Wills of the Marist Solidarity Office Australia, aims to diffuse the access to electrical energy for the communities that live in the rural zones of Papua New Guinea, through the installation of a hydraulic pump which works with the force of water and the formation of local “monitors-technicians” for the handling of the pump. 
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The pump that will be installed uses the water current from streams or other sources that are found near the villages, to produce energy twenty-four hours a day, without the need of fuel, electricity and other sources of energy. Brother Kevin Murray is an expert in the installation, the functioning and the handling of this type of pump, thus it is he who has followed up the project at the technical level.

The beneficiary of the project is the population of the villages in Wewak zone, which will be able to have electrical energy for its activities and improve its life conditions. 

We thank you the students and parents of the Marist College in Mindelheim for their generous contribution. 

Spain - 30/07/2007

“Kairós” of personal growth and of community experience 
MARIST SPIRITUALITY CENTRE, EL ESCORIAL – 77TH COURSE 
As we announced in the previous chronicle, the “solidarity pilgrimage” left its mark: 

“I learnt to exercise patience, understanding, kindness, respect, help; to allow myself to be loved. To feel human limitations; to give thanks for what I could realise.” 

“That helped me to know and feel the suffering of these people, and according to the reality of each one, to share with them who I was and what I had through little acts of service and love… That allowed me to live the experience of Jesus in his love for the most abandoned.” 

“That generated in me a profound reflection on the responsibility vis-à-vis my life and that of others. The level of attentiveness in interpersonal relationships and with myself posed many questions for me, and the positive or negative potential we implement in each gesture of dialogue.”

“That opened my eyes to another type of apostolic action, and the possibility of enlivening our Institute through new apostolic forms.” 
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 “An exercise of listening and of presence, more than physical work.” 

“I remain very impressed by the climate of patience, joy, goodness, welcome of everybody and in all the milieux.” 

The Marist Centre has completed the series of contents planned for the course. With the experienced co-ordination of Brother Fernando Hinojal, and through a participative methodology, the theme of “Marist Spiritual Patrimony” was treated. The contact with the letters of Champagnat and other documents from our origins increased our knowledge of the charism and, in helping us to come closer to Marcellin, gave us the possibility of savouring the spirit of the Hermitage and of looking to the future in hope. 

This deepening served as a preparation for the pilgrimage to the Hermitage, made from the 28th May until the 9th June, and made it more fruitful. Different means in this experience contributed to our personal and community growth. We would like to highlight the meeting with the brothers of various Marist communities; the visits to the Marist places and the contact with the objects and documents from our origins; the explanations and clarifications of Brother Alain Delorme and Brother Gabriel Michel; the various moments of celebration, prayers, manual work and living together; the presence of Brother Manuel Mendoza, from the community of Geneva, who presented the project concerning the rights of children and young people, integrated in the Franciscans International NGO accredited to the United Nations; and especially, the personal disposition of openness of heart, of welcome and of response, as well as mutual stimulation. 

Shortly after we returned from this pilgrimage we left for Siguënza for our retreat. For six days, Brother Benito Arbués, with his wisdom, experience and life testimony directed this important time of personal synthesis, commitment to life and mission, listening to God and encountering Him.

The final days were consecrated to the final evaluation of the course and to the celebration of the closure. Starting on the 20th, each brother left for where he had been missioned, taking with him the fruits of the valuable, enriching and fruitful five-month experience at the Marist Centre of El Escorial. 

We are grateful for the visit of brothers, families, and personal friends who offered us their friendly and fraternal presence. We would like to mention in particular Brother Inácio Néstor Etges who participated with us during the Marist Spiritual Patrimony week and the pilgrimage to the Hermitage; Brother Tercílio Sevegnani, Provincial of Brasil Centro-Sul; Brother Demetrio Espinosa, Provincial of Cruz del Sur; Brother Réal Sauvageau, with Linda Corbeil, a Canadian, and Lúcia Lima Peins Coelho, a Brazilian, who had participated in the meeting at Les Avellanes. 

General House - 27/07/2007

Calendar of the Brother Superior General and his Council 
JULY - DECEMBER 2007 
Calendar of the Superior General 
27th July to 2nd August 2007 – México Occidental

9th to 17th October 2007 – Southern Africa

7th to 14th November 2007 – Compostela

14th to 22nd December 2007 – China

Calendar of the General Council 
August
Rio Grande do Sul (Antonio-Pedro)

01-12 Enugu (Luis)

25-29 Montreal (Luis)

04-10 Sri Lanka (Peter)

12-30 Sydney (Peter)

05-10 Madagascar (Théoneste)

13-30 Kigali (Théoneste)

21-29 Porto Alegre (Emili)

28-30 Davao (Luis)

September
01 12 Mendes. Mission Assembly (General Council)

20-25 Manila (General Council)

28-30 West Central Europe (Emili, Peter)

25-30 Melbourne (Maurice, Théoneste)

October
01-23 Melanesia (Théoneste-Maurice)

01-18 West Central Europe (Emili-Peter)

01-24 Canada (Antonio-Pedro)

November
01-30 United States of America (Antonio-Pedro)

01-26 New Zealand (Théoneste-Maurice)

04-11 West Central Europe (Emili-Peter)

December
02-09 West Central Europe (General Council)

01-12 Philippines (Peter)

02-09 Guardamar (Luis)

17-20 Harare (Emili)

12-18 Mulhouse (Maurice)

Other events
03-12 September. Marist Mission Assembly in Mendes.

09 September. Meeting with the young people of Asia.

07 October. Start of the Marist Year of Spirituality.

28 October. Beatification in Rome of 47 Marist Brothers martyred in Spain 

12 December. Extended Council of Europe. 

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED, January 1st, 2007 to August 12th, 2007

According to data received by the General Secretariat’s Registry and Statistics Office

	Family Name
	Name
	Brother
	Date
	Age
	Province

	AUGUST

	González Moreno
	José María
	Gerardo José
	12/08/2007
	73
	Mediterránea

	Reboulet
	Jean
	Gentilis
	08/08/2007
	79
	L'Hermitage

	Rakotondrazafy
	Augustin Aristide
	
	04/08/2007
	48
	Madagascar

	Paquette
	Julien
	Julien-Omer
	03/08/2007
	78
	Canada

	JULY

	Castillo Santander
	Luis
	Carlos Marcelino
	12/07/2007
	85
	Santa María de los Andes

	Palmer
	Martin
	Aloysius Martin
	08/07/2007
	85
	West-Central Europe

	JUNE

	Cembrero Hervás
	Silvino
	Silvino Donato
	27/06/2007
	86
	Brasil Centro-Norte

	Metuh
	Samuel
	John Samuel
	21/06/2007
	81
	Nigeria

	Ibáñez Barbero
	Luis
	Luis Victorino
	17/06/2007
	67
	L'Hermitage

	Ramaroson
	Joseph
	
	16/06/2007
	69
	Madagascar

	Picheyre
	Antoine
	Noël
	16/06/2007
	81
	L'Hermitage

	Bouchet
	Maurice
	Louis Emmanuel
	16/06/2007
	82
	L'Hermitage

	Olano Merino
	Enrique Alberto
	
	10/06/2007
	29
	América Central

	Romo López
	Jesús
	Teodoro Vicente
	10/06/2007
	81
	Compostela

	Gutiérrez Fernández
	Norberto
	
	08/06/2007
	62
	Compostela

	Vircel
	Claudius 
	Joseph Fulgence
	03/06/2007
	83
	L'Hermitage

	Piper
	Mogens
	Olaf
	02/06/2007
	94
	Europe Centre-Ouest - West Central Europe

	Rodríguez García
	Ángel
	Ventura
	01/06/2007
	91
	Compostela

	MAY

	Lampard
	Kevin James
	Martial John
	28/05/2007
	82
	Sydney

	Martínez de Guereñu
	Isaac
	Doroteo Manuel
	17/05/2007
	80
	Ibérica

	Grivel
	François
	Natale Mario
	15/05/2007
	88
	L'Hermitage

	Chou Hsien Hui (Zhou Xian Hui)
	Joseph
	Hilaire Edmond
	14/05/2007
	85
	China

	Llober Jarió
	Ángel
	Licerio José
	06/05/2007
	94
	Santa María de los Andes

	Lavilatte
	Maurice
	Valéry
	02/05/2007
	79
	L'Hermitage

	APRIL

	Perreault
	Camille
	Camille Eugène
	24/04/2007
	88
	Canada

	Thiébo
	Antoine
	Antoine Berthuin
	12/04/2007
	88
	L'Hermitage

	Romo López
	Crispín Santos
	José Ramón
	11/04/2007
	85
	Norandina

	Romo López
	Crispín Santos
	José Ramón
	11/04/2007
	85
	Norandina

	Huidobro Díez
	Pedro María
	Javier Pedro
	10/04/2007
	68
	Ibérica

	Perron
	Romuald
	Romuald Benoît
	04/04/2007
	87
	Canada

	Condado
	Dionisio (Denis)
	Joseph Vincent (Jose Vicente)
	04/04/2007
	95
	China

	Faure
	Jean Baptiste
	François Denis
	03/04/2007
	93
	L'Hermitage

	MARCH

	Martín Álamo
	Gabino
	Rubén María
	31/03/2007
	96
	Santa María de los Andes

	Sulmon
	Michel
	Léon Arsène
	24/03/2007
	77
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Biren
	Léon Jean 
	Jean Michael
	18/03/2007
	84
	Europe Centre-Ouest / West Central Europe

	Arnaud
	Firmin-Marcel
	Marcel André
	15/03/2007
	75
	L'Hermitage

	Fidalgo Redondo
	Basilio
	Dámaso Silvio
	05/03/2007
	83
	Santa María de los Andes

	Vilda Vilata
	Francisco
	Pablo Leandro
	04/03/2007
	89
	Norandina

	FEBRUARY

	Cordun
	José
	Luiz Albano
	27/02/2007
	90
	Brasil Centro-Sul

	Piper
	Mogens
	Olaf
	26/02/2007
	76
	Europe Centre-Ouest - West Central Europe

	Descamps
	Remi
	Joseph Polycarpe
	17/02/2007
	85
	Europe Centre-Ouest

	Ali-Messai
	Didier
	
	03/02/2007
	42
	Afrique Centre-Est / East Central Africa

	JANUARY

	Voarino
	Agostino
	
	30/01/2007
	73
	Mediterránea

	Grenier
	Marcel
	Louis Philippe
	29/01/2007
	86
	Canada

	Da Fraga
	António Joaquim
	Rafael
	29/01/2007
	89
	Compostela

	González Sanz
	Lorenzo
	Severo
	23/01/2007
	98
	Ibérica

	Berthet
	Claude 
	Antoine
	10/01/2007
	83
	L'Hermitage

	Pérez Nozal
	Ildefonso
	Gabriel Eduardo
	10/01/2007
	83
	Ibérica

	Lezcano Giral
	Emilio
	Crisóstomo Luis
	08/01/2007
	94
	L'Hermitage

	Rutamunuga
	Jean Marie Vianney
	
	07/01/2007
	61
	Afrique Centre-Est / East Central Africa

	Rodríguez Rodríguez
	Primitivo Marcelino
	Modesto Miguel
	05/01/2007
	86
	Compostela
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