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Brother Seán Sammon at the closing of the International Assembly 

More than a hundred missionaries are sent to all of the continents 

“A change of heart is the fundamental condition for any renewal of the Marist mission,” said Brother Seán Sammon, upon concluding the International Marist Mission Assembly in Mendes (Brazil).   More than a hundred brothers and laypeople received the charge of spreading throughout the world what they have lived and shared during these days.  

At morning prayer the document that carries the result of the work of all these days was placed at the feet of the Good Mother.  

Last of the works 

The final document, which will be published when it has been edited in a definitive form in the four official languages, gathers together the dreams of the assembly for its journey in the next years.   “With Jesus at the center of our dream and with the image of Champagnat holding up Jean Baptiste Montagne, we imagine a future that integrates a revolution of the heart and conversion, the Marist presence in evangelization, Marist education and the defense and promotion of the rights of children and young people.”

Report on the reflection carried out by regions 

At the end of the morning reports were given on the meetings held by the regional groups, making obvious the great richness and at the same time the diversity that exists in the entire Marist world.  The Assembly has been an opportunity to stretch bonds and to open new perspectives for the future.  
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The General Council questioned by the Assembly 

The participants had the opportunity to formulate a series of questions for the members of the General Council during the first session of the afternoon.  During the responses, Brother Maurice Berquet presented a panorama on the Evangelical Use of Goods, which was a mandate of the General Chapter.  Brother Luis García Sobrado commented on restructuring, affirming that even though it is early to see the results, the indications are interesting.  An example:  Marist Africa, before restructuring, was lead by non-African brothers; today all of the major superiors are African.  Also, it is certain that, with restructuring, the distances have multiplied and have very much underlined the internationality of the Institute.  

On what the International Assembly will be involved in facing the future, Brother Emili Turú said that the General Council has not yet decided anything.  The topic will be addressed in the plenary sessions of the Council during the upcoming month of January.   Meanwhile some resources and a related issue of the FMS Message will be sent out.

Referring to the question of formation, Brother Antonio Ramalho presented some criteria that are followed in initial formation within the Institute.  

Relative to the impact that this Assembly will have in the animation of the Institute, Brother Seán Sammon spoke of structures of animation that directly involve the General Council, citing as an example the upcoming meeting of the extended General Council that will occur with the provinces of Europe.  The topic that they will study will be vocation ministry, but certainly there will also be a reflection on the Assembly.  

Someone commented that we have excellent documents in the Institute, but why aren’t they put into practice?  On this topic, Brother Théoneste Kalisa said that a document gives life and enthusiasm in its development and application, similar to what occurred in this Assembly.  Now this will have to be brought to the educational and mission environments so that it can generate life in each place.

Asked a question about the strengths and weaknesses of lay Marists today, Brother Pedro Herreros showed that it is not easy to answer, since the world reality is very diverse.  Perhaps it will be necessary to have another international assembly.   And speaking about the position of the Council regarding the ownership of the laity in the Institute, he said that there are already some links like the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family.  There is still some ground to be covered in the future.  

Time for thanks  
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Brother Emili Turú and the Commission that organized the meeting spoke of the relevant role that certain Marist institutions played in the development of this Assembly.  In the first place, UMBRASIL, with Brother Wagner in charge.  Secondly, the Marist province of Brasil Centro Norte, with its provincial.  Finally, the house at Mendes.  When they were thinking of an appropriate place to have the Assembly then decided not to look for a hotel, “we have a home as a hotel,” said Brother Turú, showing much gratitude.  

He had words of gratitude for the work of the translators, secretaries, support personnel, house keeping staff, and the kitchen, laundry, clearing and reception services etc.  highlighting that “Brazil is the paradise of details.”  

Brother Seán Sammon gave thanks to the Preparatory Commission, giving a small gift to each member.  Finally, Brother Claudino Falquetto, Provincial of Brasil Centro Norte, host of the Assembly, indicated that “in the beginnings of the Marist work in Brazil, Mendes received many missionaries; today Mendes sends missionaries throughout the world to spread the Marist mission.”  

Closing Mass 

In the celebration of the closing Mass we had a sending prayer for new missionaries.  Each one received a symbolic coin with the charge to make it increase.  The embrace of peace was also the gesture of goodbye.  That same night the participants began returning home.  Everyone carried luggage filled with memories but, above all, a heart full of dreams and living satisfaction.  

11/09/2007

Final stretch of the group work 
The Assembly’s contributions are outlined for the Institute 
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Today, September 11th, has been another day of intense work for the Assembly.  The methodology used to approach the four pending themes is similar to the one used for the previous two themes:  exposure to the group, clarifications and proposal of observations in writing

A revolution of the heart:  open to the breath of the Spirit.  

The third topic makes reference to a change of heart.  It starts from a declaration:  “we are called to passionately center our lives in Jesus Christ developing a spirituality of following.”  And later the scope of this revolution of the heart is indicated:  “Our educational and social works and communities of insertion are sacred spaces for conversion.  Together with the children and young people, we listen to their needs, paying attention to the calls of God.   We feel directed to center our spirituality in an evangelizing and freeing action, respecting cultural differences.”  
The Assembly points out some suggestions for advancement in this direction:  “specific and combined formation for brothers and laity on the provincial, regional and international levels, implementation of a program of inter-religious dialog, the study of Marist spiritual patrimony, personalized accompaniment and vocational follow up for brothers and laity, creation of new areas of participation.”

Marist presence in evangelization 

The groups that worked on this topic call us to be “audacious” in order to “evangelize by means of the integration of faith and life,” promoting “a welcoming, participative, evangelical and fraternal Church.”  They also speak to us of “a transformative education of young people and families, in such a way that they live and proclaim the Gospel as agents of change.”  And they invite us to re-examine our works “in order to make them more evangelically rich.”      
Marists of Champagnat on a shared mission 

Today’s third theme was centered on the new relationship between brothers and laity.  “As Marists of Champagnat, we believe that God is calling us now to share life and mission, co-responsibly, men and women, with a spirit of confidence, inclusiveness and mutual respect.”   
The topic had a vocational echo:  “We believe that God calls brothers and laypeople in different ways to follow and share the charism of Marcellin, according to their personal vocations.”  Together in diversity:   “We feel called to promote a new Marist vocation ministry and formation combined to deepen our common vocation and our specific vocations.”  Later an exhortation comes to “begin new forms of linking to the Marist charism, so that laypeople and brothers can listen to the call in living their identities.”
The practical realization of this proposal, in which the mission is really shared, is going to require the creation of “new structures and processes to strengthen co-responsibility and to make joint decisions.” 
At the heart of our dream  

With these contributions a text was sketched, still provisional, from which we offer some paragraphs:  

“… We’ve listened to the Lord, to the voices of children and young people and we’ve listened to each other.  We’ve shared from the heart our desire to work together to shape our dreams.  In the center of these dreams, Jesus manifests himself to us as the son of Mary and the Risen Lord…”

Jesus Christ is in the heart of each person…  We find him among us, in our communities.  Full of his love we experience an ardent desire that unites us with passion to serve and proclaim the Kingdom Of God.  We’ve listened to this call to holiness.  As Saint Marcellin responded, we also follow Christ as Mary did.  The powerful image of Mary giving birth to Jesus has overcome us… We contemplate Jesus in the eyes of children, in the faces of young people… and we listen to his voice in the cries of those whom we have not yet met (Mt 25, 34-40).”

The text received a very warm welcome on the part of the Assembly.  

Work by regions 

Practically the rest of the day was dedicated to analyzing and sharing the implications that all that was reflected on and lived during the Assembly has for each region of the Institute.  The geographic distribution was:  Asia, Africa, Pacific, Europe, Arco Norte, Cono Sur and Brazil.  

A Brazilian “churrasco” with “caipirinha”

The day concluded with Eucharist and an outdoor meal.   The menu was a Brazilian style “churrasco” (barbecue) with “caipirinha” (special Brazilian drink).
10/09/2007

The Assembly focuses on five points emerging from the reflection

The First approach to the conclusions of the Assembly
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The 10th of September proved to be a very demanding day, although truly satisfying.  After dinner a number of the members of the assembly again gathered in small groups with a facilitator to put the finishing touches to the day’s work.  After a break at Rio de Janeiro the organising commission put forward a practical rhythm of work.  The earlier elaboration of the mandala had been of great use in helping everyone greater mutual understanding and communication.

Five fundamental pillars

The Commission table five major points that had been repeated time and time again in interventions during the preceding days: 1) Spirituality and conversion.  2) New relationships between the brothers and lay people.  3) Education for all.  4) Defending the rights of children and young people.  5) The evangelisation of children and young people.

There was a change from earlier days in the method of reporting.  Today, all of the participants had the opportunity to express in writing their ideas and feelings on these five subjects.  In five separate rooms the walls were covered with paper on which everyone could write reactions to each subject, and these were put together immediately by two secretaries.

After that the work was taken up in the language groups.  Each of the subjects proposed was assigned to two groups of different languages for them to make separate syntheses of the material from the walls, and then to establish a common text together.  All of this material was submitted to a vote by the general assembly.  Everyone had a small piece of paper on which indication was given either of agreement or disagreement in a general way with the propositions, and to suggest freely and immediately any observations on the text.  From the very beginning the work had been carried out using the mandala format.

Some indications of the progress made

For the moment, the Assembly approved of two points in general, without these becoming definitive documents.  The declaration proposed by the group that had studied the subject of education was: “Education for all: a right”.   More comprehensively, the message was: We believe that God is calling us at this time to an enhanced gospel-based education for all.  For that to happen, we need a profound conversion of heart to live fervently the Marist virtues of humility, simplicity, modesty and a presence among the children and young people of today.

The group chose not to repeat things that had already been written in the official document of the Institute, The Marist Educational Mission, putting its accent rather on “an education coming to grips with solidarity and social transformation, and an education that makes room for those who do not have access to it.”

This objective is to be achieved by an “evaluation of works” in order to complete “the process already begun throughout the whole Institute, of the evangelical use of goods”, in such a way that “all persons and all works be of one heart with the poor”.  And this has to be realised by means of “prophetic gestures” of brothers and lay people prepared to go to the most difficult places where no one else is willing to go.  There is mention here, too, of “promoting inter-cultural dialogue.”

The groups that worked on the defence of the rights of children presented a proposition that issued an invitation “to develop a culture of recognition, denunciation, defence and promotion of the rights of children and young people”.  It points to the need to bring up to date the question of “social justice in relation to employment in our works at the same time as we defend the rights of children”, having effect in the same way in “Marist networks and with other institutions, promoting a culture of the rights of children.

The three other subjects remain for tomorrow, and more about what the Assembly considers to be “the core” and “the heart” of Marist mission.
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