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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE

1st October – 21st November 2007 
Sri Lanka - 21/11/2007

Workshop to the Brothers of the South Asia province in Sri Lanka 
Mission Ad Gentes 
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During the last weekend in October, Bro. Michael Flanigan, Delegate of the Superior General for Mission Ad Gentes, gave a workshop to the Brothers of the South Asia province in Sri Lanka on Mission Ad Gentes. Bro. Sunanda Alwis, Provincial, invited Michael to speak to the Brothers about Mission Ad Gentes and how it affects each Brother.

Bro. Michael began the weekend workshop by giving an overview of Mission Ad Gentes and the progress that we have made thus far. We have begun new presences in 6 Asian countries and three non Asian countries. At this stage, the third group of six are finishing their discernment period in Davao and are getting ready for mission. Certainly the work is progressing.

Then Michael situated the Mission Ad Gentes initiative in the context of our institute and tried to show how Mission Ad Gentes is a call for each one of us to a conversion of heart… or a “revolution of the heart” as Brothers Sean Sammon, Superior General, would say. Mission Ad Gentes will change the look of our Institute by our new presences in new countries, but it also must change the look of our present ministries and presences. In a process that began with the formal restructuring of provinces, continues with Mission Ad Gentes project in calling us to a simplicity of life, Bro. Sean is asking each one of us to look into our heart, our relationship with the Lord and Mary, and bring back that original fire that inspired St. Marcellin. We are being challenged to “reclaim the spirit of the Hermitage”.

In that context, we can see how Bro. Sean is challenging each one of us to be faithful to the original vision of St. Marcellin and reclaim the spirit of simplicity that marked the first Little Brothers of Mary.

The weekend provided time for personal reflection and small and large group discussion and reaction. 

General House - 18/11/2007

We are at this stage half way 
Mission Ad Gentes Advisory Council 
On November 1 – 2, 2007, the mission Advisory Council met again. Even though we are at this stage half way through the groups who will go through Davao, there are still many issues that the Advisory Council has to discuss and help us in the planning for our new missions and mission countries.

So far, we have sent Brothers to six Asian countries, among them Bangladesh, Cambodia, (northeast) India, and Thailand, as well as other countries outside of Asia such as Haiti, Algiers and Canada. As this group finishing in Davao goes to mission, we will have sent 42 Brothers out on mission.

So one of the topics discussed at this recent meeting was the projected number of countries to which we will send people, and more importantly, ensuring that there will be a significant number of Brothers in each country as a support for one another and for the continued presence of the Brothers in those countries.

We also discussed how to ensure that our new missions are marked with Marist simplicity, living not only among the poor, but like the poor, with the poor. One of the important things for Bro. Mike DeWaas, Sector Superior of MAG Asia to do is to see that the vision for creating “something new” in these presences is not lost. 

In that same light, we discussed at length the goals of the Orientation Program in Davao and suggested some points to be submitted to the consideration of the Orientation Team

There are many more issues that need to be discussed. As the number of Brothers going to mission grows, so will the need to develop policies and guidelines as well. 

The Advisory Council consists of five Marist Brothers: Brothers Luis Garcia Sobrado, Tom Chin, Mike DeWaas, Michael Flanigan, and Peter Rodney. And in addition we have Jesuit Father Joseph Nguyen Cong Doan and Franciscan Missionary of Mary Sr. Helen Mendonça. 

For Brother Tom Chin, this was the last meeting in the Advisory Council. Tom will soon be joining the Mission Ad Gentes program, preventing him from attending future meetings. Brother Seán thanked him with a gift and inspired words at the end of our meeting. 

Southern Africa - 09/11/2007

Marist Brothers' 140 years in Africa 
First Marist Brothers’ School in Africa 
Anyone familiar with the life of St Marcellin would know that towards the end of his life he sent some Brothers out to the “South Seas” (the Pacific Ocean) to accompany the Marist Fathers on their first great mission assignment. These Marist Brothers, formed at the Hermitage, however, were not destined to found schools, but to assist the priests in the evangelisation of the island people. The sending of Brothers outside of Europe to assist the Marist Fathers in this way continued for only a few years after the death of Father Champagnat. It was to the southern tip of Africa that the Brothers were first sent outside of Europe on mission to found a school.

With the willing collaboration of the authorities concerned, the Brothers have seen to the erection of a plaque commemorating the first Marist school outside of Europe.

A short ceremony of unveiling and blessing was held at the site on Wednesday 31 October. Highlight of the occasion was the presence of former pupils and teachers of the school to reminisce about their time at the former school. An unexpected boon was the arrival of the Archbishop Lawrence Henry of Cape Town to add his blessing to that of the Father Stan Botha.

A brief history of the school and the text of the plaque can be found in the programme for the ceremony. 

Brasil - 08/11/2007

101 Brothers Participate in the Florianópolis Meeting 
Marist Province Assembly, Brasil Centro-Sul 
The Marist Province of Brasil Centro-Sul held a Province Assembly, October 12 to 14, 2007, in the city of Florianópolis, Santa Catarina State. Present for the assembly were 101 Brothers.

The following were some of the assembly’s activities: 

a) A study of the new administrative-organizational Province Plan.

b) Modification of some statutes related to the Province’s important legal entity called “Mantenedoras Jurídicas”.

c) Official distribution of the document Water from the Rock. The Province has distributed five thousand copies of the document, not solely to the Brothers and those in formation, but to the lay colleagues in our Marist apostolates.

d) A farewell ceremony for five young Brothers who have volunteered for the Mission ad Gentes program. 

e) A tribute to the Brother Jubiliarians celebrating 70, 60, 50 or 25 years of religious life. 

General House - 02/11/2007

Network of mixed Marist communities 
A new space on our web 
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"Directly from the heart of the Mission Assembly to the heart of the mixed Marist communities... “This is how the letter sent to all the mixed Marist communities of the Institute begins. The object of this missive is to unite and to put all of these communities INTO THE NETWORK.

By mixed Marist communities we mean those living a common Marist vocation enriched by different states of life: brothers, lay people, single and married, priests, etc. Mixed intercongregational communities also exist, where diverse foundational charisms are shared: Marist, Carmelite, etc. 

The initiative for this NETWORK came from an opportunity given at the international Assembly of the Marist mission which took place in Mendes (Brazil), last September. There were four members from mixed communities, as well as a very helpful Brother who translated for us, and the director of the Bureau of the Laity: Brother Jorge Carbajal of the community Miravalles of Mexico D. F. (Marist Province of Central Mexico), Brother Douglas Dawick of The Grove community (Marist Province of New Zealand), Brother Mateo González of the community of Alcantarilla in Murcia-Spain (Marist Province of Mediterránea), and the layman, José Antonio Rosa of the community of Badajoz-Spain (Marist Province of Mediterránea). Also with us were Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, (Province of Central America) and Brother Pau Fornells (Bureau of the Laity). 

In the letter which was prepared in Brazil, two main ideas were highlighted: 

1. The need we felt to maintain contact with all of the mixed communities in the world and the need to know if others had similar experiences. 

2. The desire to know ourselves better through exchanges of simple documents, where each community can put the most important points concerning its experience: history, components, objectives, dynamics, activities, resources, etc. 

Besides this, we shared the need for a space on the existing web www.champagnat.org, where we would be able to place a review of each community, the possibility of using it for documents to express their development and the reflections they continue to carry out, community projects, etc. and also the possibility of creating a forum, through which communities can communicate among themselves and with other people who are interested in their progress. 

This has been made possible thanks to the collaboration of the Bureau of the Laity and the Publications department of the general Administration. If you want more information about this new Marist situation, you can enter here
Let us take advantage of this space on the web to continue growing in our pursuit of Jesus of Nazareth, through being Marist. May Marcellin accompany us in this new Network of life and may we continue to drink the "Water from the Rock." 

José Antonio Rosa (Badajoz-Spain) 

Philippines - 23/10/2007

The Church in Asia is inviting us to the dialogue 
Marist Ad Gentes III 
Here we are in Davao City, south of this beautiful island of Mindanao in the Philippines. A multicultural reality with a variety of religious groups and socioeconomic situations. A sample of Asia, the continent addressed by our Marist Ad Gentes Project.

If inculturation seems a great concern for the Church in Africa, an integral liberation in America, the Church in Asia is inviting us to focus out attention on DIALOGUE as a privileged method of Evangelization and a way of life. The Church documents which have pushed forward the conviction that MISSION and DIALOGUE are essentially linked together are: Redemptoris Missio and Dialogue and Proclamation. In this last document we read: “Proclamation and Dialogue are viewed, each one in its own place, as component elements and authentic forms of the one evangelizing Mission of the Church”. (D.P. 2)
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The Church’s Mission is to communicate its vision in such a way that humankind may be transformed from within. Dialogue is a method of mutual knowledge and enrichment, a genuine two-way process in which both sides are called upon to listen and to speak freely, in obedience to the truth and respect for each other. To make this mutual enrichment possible, Dialogue requires the witnessing of one’s convictions and an honest exploration of the other’s convictions. Other cultures enrich our own. Other faiths and religions are a positive challenge to our own. We may learn from them and they may learn from us. And together we can collaborate for a better world and the coming of God’s Kingdom, a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.

As members of the Marist Ad Gentes Project, we are becoming more conscious of this and more willing to participate in this new missionary enterprise of our Institute. Our group, being international and crosscultural, gives us that opportunity already. The Asian context in which we are here in the Philippines, offers us a foretaste of the multicultural and multireligious continent of Asia. We continue our Orientation Program acquiring new insights and new skills to make Dialogue not only a means of a better exchange and communication, but an excellent method of Evangelization and a way of life.

Bro. Sean Sammon’s words in his last circular are a real challenge for all of us: “The mere fact that you or I are living and serving the Church in another country and culture can no longer be accepted as a proof that we are engaged in Mission Ad Gentes. More persuasive would be our involvement in a serious effort to embody our Faith in the local culture and engage in serious dialogue with those who do not share that Faith”. (Making Jesus known and loved – A new approach to Mission ad Gentes, p. 102)

In virtue of our Marist Charism and Mission, we, Marist Brothers are bound to get involved in that serious effort and dialogue with youth and children, specially with the less favored. Our Marist spirituality provides us with very important attitudes needed for that. We pray that the characteristic marial virtues of humility, simplicity and modesty, will help us to be, like Mary: attentive to God’s Word in our Asian Mission and ready to put it into practice, whatever the cost. 

Spain - 17/10/2007

Spirituality Course at San Lorenzo de El Escorial 
Deepening the Understanding of One’s Life-Choices 
Since the month of August, a new group of fourteen Brothers, ageabout 50 to 65, have been taking the spirituality course at San Lorenzo de El Escorial. Arriving from Latin American and Spain, the Brothers represent nine different Marist Province. From América Central, Efraín Romo and Santiago Otero; from Brasil Centro-Sur, Nelso Crestani; from Compestelo, José G. Prieto; from Cruz del Sur, Humberto Benedetti; from L’Hermitage, Gabriel Farré and Josep Rebugent; from Ibérica, Emilio García, Laureano Palencia and Manuel Andrés; from México Occidental, Eduardo Navarro; from Norandina, Ángel García; from Santa María de los Andes, Hugo Bernaola and Jesús Marcos.

The course is under the direction of the following team: Javier Espinosa from América Central, Afonso Levis from Brasil Centro-Sur, and from Ibérica Alfredo Villanueva, Florentino Andrés and Eleuterio Sánchez. The kitchen service and the laundry service are looked after by Pedro Pérez and Dori García, both from León.

This formation program has been set up in order to provide time for quality community experience, for deepening the understanding of one’s life-choices (in both the personal and community dimensions) in creative fidelity to the Marist Brothers’ apostolate. 

The first weeks were spent in getting to know one another personally, in creating a good group spirit, and in various communal activities. We’ve already made the pilgrimage to the places connected to our Marist roots. We’ve also reflected on the contents of two essential aspects of the Marist Brothers’ life: spirituality and Constitutions. At present we are beginning to cover topics on religious life. 

Various elements of the program have been a lively source of support for the participants: a warm, fraternal atmosphere; a simple manner of relating to one another; the desire to take advantage of the opportunity that is being offered. Of course, there is no lack of time for prayer, celebrations, time for oneself and recreational moments which have taken a form that pleases everyone: the bocia (or “pétanque”) tournament at which we spend a fair amount of time. It is interesting to think that this particular pastime comes to us from Marcellin Champagnat; he found in appropriate that the Brothers enjoy such simple games (Life, Chapter 1, second part). 

Algeria - 14/10/2007

To Share the life and mission 
Marist Presence in Algeria 
[image: image5.jpg]


The Marist presence in Algeria dates from 1891. It continues up to the brutal murder of Bro. Henri Vergès in 1994. We returned to Algeria on 8 September 2002. After a period of discernment accompanied by the Superiors, we decided to settle in Mostaganem, a city of some 150,000 inhabitants on the Mediterranean. It is the capital of Wilaya Province. It is traditional farming country and has a small seaport and university.

Our hope is to incarnate Marist life and mission in Algeria and to share the life and mission of the Church in this country. To do that we try to know the history and culture of the country better, to get closer to the people of Algeria. Also, we are deepening our knowledge of Islam so as to give better service and establish a cultural and religious dialogue.

Following our Marist charism, we are looking for ways to welcome and accompany Algerian children and youth, especially the poorest. In Mary's manner our presence is simple, discreet and almost hidden.

We have centered our work on SERVICE and WELCOME and the search for springboards for meeting with young Algerians. We also have a very important task: to welcome and accompany the sub-Saharan Christian students who have a small scholarship to study at Mostaganem University.

Our main activities are: the chaplaincy for the sub-Saharan Christian students, Spanish courses at the Cervantès Institute and at the house, Informatics courses and school support for the French.

On the matter of Islamo-Christian dialogue, we follow especially "the dialogue of life" in our simple and daily relations with our neighbors and friends. But we also have had more formal occasions, especially with the Zaouia Alaouia" of Mostaganem.

The chaplaincy for the sub-Saharan Christian students has become very important. They have a great need for accompaniment and support because they are far from their country and culture and feel lost as Christians in a crushing Muslim majority. A Brother is in charge of accompanying them. Once a week there is a meeting to offer them a human and Christian formation and to share the Faith by celebrating the Eucharist or having a celebration of the Word. We celebrate important anniversaries and celebrations during the year. During the summer we organize formation and prayer sessions.

We feel co-responsible for the mission of the local Church. We sit on different commissions or groups of pastoral animation of the diocese (Bishop's Council, Pastoral Council, etc.). 

For this year just beginning we've taken on the project of organizing a small library in the house, with work space for the young. We hope to be able to begin soon.

The big news for this year is the foundation of a second community in Algeria. It has already been established in Oran. In the libraries the Brothers will be busy serving the young and giving courses in English, French, and Spanish. The new community is made up of BB. Michael Sexton, Jean-Louis Rognon and Germán Chaves. In the Mostaganem community we have BB. Xema Rius, Jean-Louis Bosland and Arturo Chaves.

And of course, we continue to consider Bro. Alex, in Mataró for medical care, as a member of our Algerian community. We recommend him to your prayers. 

General House - 12/10/2007

The Prayer Chain that traveled through the Institute from East to West 
Opening of the Year of Spirituality 
In the entire Marist world, the 7th of October marked the opening of the Year of Spirituality that will continue until October of 2008. Among the initiatives developed on that day it’s important to point out the prayer chain that traveled from east to west throughout the Institute. There were 48 communities chosen to assure the sequence for the 24 hours (Greenwich time). The community that began the chain was the novitiate in Lomeri (Fiji Islands) and the closing was done by the novitiate in Morelia (Mexico). The texts of those prayers can be accessed on the Institute’s web page. Apart from the great creativity that is noted in many of them, is the use of the recently published document Water from the Rock. In this is a small treasure that can serve as a source of prayer throughout these months. We have heard echoes of enthusiasm over what was done in the opening of the Year of Spirituality, and we want this enthusiasm to spread among the brothers and lay Marists. All are called to live this spirituality and to spread it. 

The prayers found on the web page can be useful instruments of animation. Other materials will appear periodically. That space will stay open so that anyone who wishes to collaborate can send information and references to Marist spirituality. In this way we will enrich one another, the Church and the world with our spirituality. It’s our duty to share this gift with the whole Marist family and also with the world beyond our boarders. Let’s do it then, and let’s do it creatively. 

Brother Teófilo Minga - Secretary of the Religious Life Commission 

Mexico - 11/10/2007

A new intercultural experience 
Novitiate in Morelia 
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The Novitiate in Morelia is composed by six novices from Central Mexico (4 in their first year and two in second), four novices from Western Mexico (two in first year and two in second) and now we have opened our doors to five novices from Haiti. This new intercultural experience has brought a new atmosphere to the Novitiate and it is enriching both groups. 

The novices are accompanied by Brothers Antonio Cavazos, Luis Felipe González and Gilles Lacasse. The latter is a Canadian brother who comes from Haiti. 

Besides sharing their studies with members of other congregations at the Inter-religious Center of Morelia, our novices carry out their ministries in the Marist works of the city, as well as in the Center for the Protection of Minors and in a hospital. The novices from Haiti take advantage of their time by trying to improve their Spanish, and mainly their "Mexican". 

Phillipines - 04/10/2007

A meeting of the General Council with a group of Asian young people 
An exchange on the reality of our countries and the Marist vocation in Asia 
During the days of September 21-24, Brother Sean and the general council met a group of young people from several Asian countries. There had been a similar meeting with young people of Europe at Siguenza (Spain) in 2005 at the time of the Marist annual professions, and with a group of African young people at Nairobi (Kenya) in November 2006.

At the end of the meeting at Tagaytay, near the city of Manila, Philippines, the young people and the brothers with them once again expressed their admiration of the approach and the simplicity of Brother Sean and each of the general councillors.

Manuel de Leon, provincial, besides giving his fullest attention to the organisation of the meeting, showed how close he was to the young and to the brothers through his direct participation. The meeting was well facilitated using an approach adapted to the world of the young, thanks to participation by all the delegations: Hong Kong, Korea, Malaysia and the Philippines, and above all thanks to the challenging work of the coordinating team. This group consisted of brothers Paterno Corpus (coordinator), Joe Torrecampo, Arnel Alfanta, Demostenes Calabria, Rommel Occasiones, and Roshan Silva, assisted by Ernest Sanchez, director of the Vocations Secretariat. It was also possible to take advantage of the valuable collaboration of brothers from MAPAC (International Centre of Formation for Asia and the Pacific) afforded by the presence of brothers Anselmo Kim, Vincent Celeste and Michel Abajar at the meeting.

The general aim of the meeting was to provide an opportunity for the Asian young people to reflect, dialogue and share on their lives as Christians in the concrete reality of their country. At the same time, there was the chance to share something of the Marist vocation in this continent.

The young people expressed their points of view and their preoccupations. They shed light on positive and interesting aspects of their countries, and at the same time said what a challenge it was to earn a living as professionals, while providing voluntary services; what attitude to have in view of the technological invasion; how to respond to the common desire to deal with gangsterism, drugs, etc.; how to create a family style of communication when both parents work and have little real time to be together. They suggested some ways of dealing with these challenges, such as the education of the young, the engagement of professional people, beyond work interests, working at understanding themselves better and growing as persons, a commitment to working together as Christians.

To develop the dialogue on certain situations facing these countries, the coordinating team invited a number of councillors to share their experiences. Brother Emil Turu described the organisation of Marist youth ministry in other continents, and showed some pictures of Easter gatherings of youth at Avellanas (Spain). Brother Peter Rodney shared an experience with the young in the Pacific islands. Brother Luis Sobrado outlined the Mission ad Gentes project that the Institute has already started.

Not only the plenary sessions, but also small group meetings offered very rich opportunities for the participants to speak, ask questions, and offer to one and all, the young and the brothers, the possibility of sharing their ideas and reflections.

Times of prayer and the celebration of the Eucharist each day helped to make Jesus more and more the centre of the meeting. Moments of prayer animated by the young people creatively succeeded in focusing the attention of the group and bringing about a deeper participation. The opening Eucharist, animated by Asian brothers of MAPAC, was marked by symbols and gestures appropriate to the cultures of Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan. The Sunday marial prayer, the hymns honouring Marcellin, the familiarity of the brothers and the young people obvious in the activities of the meeting were also a means of expressing certain values that we have in common as Marists. Although the brothers and the young people were of such different cultures and diverse languages, we nevertheless resonated with the same Marist spirit.

One day was set aside to reflect on the Marist vocation in our time. The young people spoke of the positive influence that the Marist brothers had had on their lives. They spoke of family spirit, the kind of leadership that drew them to live Christian values, involvement, patience and optimism. They singled out some outstanding impressions like simplicity, the capacity to dream, living the ordinary in an extraordinary way, the gift of vocation, practicality. They also spoke surely of a number of challenges facing the brothers, such as the importance of having a visible presence, of the great witness needed in view of materialism and the comfortable life, and the need for great clarity about the identity of the Marist brother today. T-In the same way they suggested strong reinforcement of the ministry of vocations and of working with lay people to share spirituality and mission. In an open forum they raised very interesting questions and reflections about the challenges facing the young today in responding to the call of the Lord, especially in the matter of a religious vocation.

On the last day, Brother Sean had a few words for the young people. He described his journey “from head to heart”, and challenged them to find God in the middle of the dialogue they had shared during the meeting. He invited them to dream, reminding them that as young people they were not only the future, but also the present in their countries. He also spoke of the path of religious vocation, comparing it to that of love, insisting that only by being fully in love with Jesus would we be able to make him the centre and the passion of our lives.

The meeting finished with a vote of thanks to all those present, to all the young participants, James, Daryl, Zea, Rom, Mark, Marisol, Rojen, Mark Angelo, Mary Joy, John Adrian, Hyron, Kareen, Francis, Janice, Paul, Marivic, Freedom, Cayetano, Gerry, Benjie, Peter, Damian, Sabrina, James, Pak Shing Mario, Yan Ho, Yun Jong, and Gwak Byung, and to the brothers who came with them, Christopher Gorit, Jeff Antiquisa, John Tan, Domingo Lee and John Chong.

The dream of Champagnat to make Jesus known and loved comes alive wherever all that is Marist is shared with the young. This was palpably true during the days of the meeting. Faced with the question: “What will be lasting about the Tagaytay meeting?” we have to believe that that will be up to each of the participants and above all to each of the provinces involved, to watch over and follow up the outcomes of the meeting, as well as to continue to encourage and build up different avenues for the ministry to the young and the ministry of vocations in keeping with their different circumstances. 

Cuba - 01/10/2007

Beginning of a Marist novitiate in Havana 
Marist life takes root in Cuba 
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On September 8th, feast of the Nativity of Our Lady and also feast of the Virgin of the Cobre in Cuba, the young crucense Yoandy González started his novitiate in the Marist community of Havana. The whole Marist family of Cuba are grateful to our Lord who continues calling the young people to follow him in Mary’s way like Marcellin. Yes, we are very grateful for ‘this wonderful gift’ given to the Cuban church and in particular to us, Marist Brothers. The private ceremony was simple and very moving as this is the first Cuban novice in 50 years.

As Marcellin prayed to Mary, we too say, ‘This work is yours; you have gathered us, in spite of the contradictions of the world... you have done everything among us, thank you, O Good Mother’. 
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