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1st – 15tht April 2008 
Spain - 15/04/2008

Permanent remembrance of Blessed Brother Angel Andres 
A portrait painted as a perpetual memorial 
The town of Dueñas (Palencia) is the place where was born Brother Ángel Andrés (Lucio Izquierdo López), beatified on the 28th October 2007 in the Vatican with 498 martyrs of the 20th century in Spain. A portrait painted by Jesús Chico will commemorate in lasting form in the parish church of Saint Mary of the Assumption in Dueñas the Blessed Lucio Izquierdo.

Lucio Izquierdo was born in Dueñas on the 4th of March 1899 and was shot in Barcelona on the 8th of October 1836. In 1914 he took the habit of a Marist Brother with the religious name of Ángel Andrés. He exercised his apostolic work in Logroño, Mataró, Barcelona and Madrid. A man of great learning, he graduated in 1930 from the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature. In the last years of his life he worked in the publishing house FDT of the Marist Brothers located in Barcelona. He was the author, among other works, of “The saint of every day” and of a school edition of the Don Quixote of Miguel de Cervantes.

The painting of the artist Jesús Chico has been donated by a friend of the Marist religious. The portrait, which has the proportions of 2.10 metres by 1.60 metres, is based on a photograph of the Blessed taken in 1924 in the interior of Saint Mary of Bellpuig of Les Avellanes (Lleida). The painter has portrayed Brother Ángel Andrés with a book of Don Quixote in his hands, as a memorial of the edition for which he was responsible; at the base of the column of the capital appears the abbreviated name of the Blessed – Lucio.

The portrait of Blessed Lucio Izquierdo is the second work of the realistic painter Jesús Chico which hangs on the centennial walls of the parish church of Dueñas. The same donated last year the painting ‘Christ of the Rosary’.

The information has appeared in “El Norte de Castilla” 

Canada - 14/04/2008

Appointment of the Provincial for the Province of Canada 
Brother Bernard Beaudin chosen to guide and encourage the Brothers 
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On March 24, 2008, the General Council named Brother Bernard Beaudin, 66, as the next Provincial of the Province of Canada. Bernard worked as an educator in the Marist schools in Canada and as a formator in the novitiate of the Province of Southern Africa. He has also served on many international committees for the Institute. He has directed retreats and renewal sessions and was an active member of the commission that wrote the document on Marist spirituality. 

Bernard is a kind, religious man, as well as a happy and dynamic Brother with a generous and passionate heart. It is, therefore, no surprise that the Brothers of Canada joyfully welcome him as their new leader. During the past six years, he has served as Vice-Provincial of Canada. He holds a doctorate in Mariology and looks forward to a future of care and service of his fellow Brothers of Mary. 

Spain - 11/04/2008

Formation Meeting about Pastoral Ministry 
Let’s get moving! 
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On April 5, at Marist Brothers School, Badajoz, Spain a meeting took place for more than one hundred young people and the adult catechists who work with them. The meeting was a formation program entitled, “Let’s get moving!” The event developed out of various aspects of the theme, “Brightening our lives . . . right here in Badajoz,” a theme addressed to Marist ministry in the city as well as to the diocese of Mérida-Badajoz. 

« Let’s get moving » was a project set up around the theme indicated above and developed by the diocesan group responsible for youth ministry. From the start the program was helped both by the delegate for pastoral ministry from the Marist Mediterránea Province and by the Province’s vocation ministry group. The premise of the project is that, in approaching Christ, the young person needs to be formed, needs to be supported, and that we who offer the support must ourselves “get moving” in supporting the young people and showing confidence in them and in their lives. 

The goals of vocation ministry are threefold. The first goal is to share a life experience and a formative experience with young people (age 17 to 25) and their catechists and guides, making the experience as true to life as possible. The second goal is to understand better how to be present to young people of the age in question, how to help them in their personal, Christian growth. The third goal is to help all the participants discover how important it is to live one’s own vocation as the path to happiness for oneself and a way of making others happy as well. 

Throughout the day, special occasions arose, very striking ones, all taking place in accord with the dominant idea of having a shared experience of life, a shared experience of formation. 

The young people and their catechists took part in the conference entitled, “Young Adult Ministry and Vocation Ministry. LIVING ON THE TRAMPOLINE: VOCATION”. Brother Pau Fornells, director of the Marist Brothers’ Laity Bureau in Rome, gave a talk on the topic underlining simply and profoundly the following points: vocation as a self-projecting trampoline; mistakes to avoid; vocation as a growth process orientated towards altruistic service; vocation as God’s wooing of the human heart. 

The second conference was given over to the views of theologian Marta López, president of the Madrid Association of Female Theologians. Her talk was entitled: “With the Spirit, We Choose Life.” Basing her comments upon biblical texts, Marta showed how one must listen to and follow the Spirit, being concerned not with the number of vocations but with the personal qualities of those concerned. Laity, consecrated life, priesthood: these are vocations which complement one another and which are to act according to God’s plan. She ended her presentation with the idea that we must not emphasize action; we must emphasize the life given by the Spirit. 

The two talks were studied first in small groups and then by everyone together.

The college setting was very suitably arranged so as to help the participants experience the meeting intensely. Quiet moments were provided for the young people to discuss issues among themselves in a spontaneous way. Throughout the meeting a special kind of assistance was at hand, i.e. the presence and witness of the Marist Fraternities of Badajoz. As a light moment, there were various songs easy to sing which served to express what was going on at any moment. Role playing was also a continuous part of the program, the themes of the roll-play being “swimming pool” and “trampoline.”

During the afternoon, three rotating workshops were available serving to deepen the morning’s reflections. The conclusion of the day was a prayer in the chapel, the prayer accompanied by the group called Brotes de Olivo, a musical ensemble made of thirteen brothers and sisters along with their children. 

All the participants, young people as well as adults, sensed that during the day and during the lead-up process to the meeting, the same God had addressed them with the words, “Let’s get moving.” The work is not over. Now on a regular basis the unfolding of vocation is to take place in each of the young people. 

José Antonio Rosa and Br. Antonio Marín Alba 

Italy - 09/04/2008

Retreat of the Marist Fraternity of Cesano Maderno Albiate 
Water from the Rock 
The Marist community of Cesano on March 15th 2008 joined a good number of fraternity members along with some teachers from the schools of Cesano and Binzago for a retreat together. All of the participants had previously attended a course on Marcellin offered by the Province. The day’s activities were led by Brothers Teofilo Minga and Pietro Codato. 

The session started with a quick presentation of the principles that guided the editorial Commission of Water from the Rock, from the first drafts of the document to the final layout. 

Afterwards, we devoted much more time to the general study of the document, delineating the theme in every chapter and underlining the biblical introduction with which each chapter begins. 

In this sense, all the retreat participants were encouraged to discover attentively the biblical dimension of Marist spirituality in their lives. As a matter of fact, the document Water from the Rock presents lectio divina (that is, meditation of the Word of God) as the first practice needed to nourish our spiritual life (See WfR nº 80). 

However, in the meeting we lingered over the second chapter so as to deepen our understanding of it in a special manner. The chapter is entitled “We Journey in Faith.” We did so by taking Mary as our guide, since the narrative of the Annunciation encompasses the whole chapter. 

We reflected personally upon the great questions that appear in nº 48: “Who am I?”, “What is my life for?”... The example of Mary and Marcellin (See nº 51, nº52) tells us that God also intervenes in our life and calls us to say a daily YES to him, a word to be pronounced in a firm manner. 

An important moment was the time dedicated to a personal reading of Chapter 2, whose paragraphs had been divided among four smaller groups so as better to deepen its meaning. 

The sharing was particularly rich, a thing that surprised all of us, knowing that we were working with a group which, due to shyness perhaps, is normally not very exuberant when it comes to sharing. 

• In the groups we discovered that Marist spirituality is an apostolic spirituality, and therefore we can find God in all circumstances of our life. Section 76 textually says: "Our prayer comes from life and it returns to life." 

• We also discovered the fundamental dimension of our spirituality through nº 1, as the light that illuminates the whole document, beginning with passion for God and compassion for people. Numbers 69 and 70 represent a good development of this basic principle of Marist spirituality.

• We felt the call to discover "mystics" as an absolutely necessary element of our spirituality. To put it simply, mystical people are those who live in intimate relation with God. 

• A moment was provided to thank the Institute for giving us the document Water from the Rock, together with the deep invitation to live this intimacy in a Marist style following the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat. 

• Finally, we found it stimulating to hear about the practical elements suggested by the document to help us to live Marist spirituality day in and day out. All of the elements are important, but we underlined in a very special way the lectio divina and the Eucharist. 

• At the same time we also noticed that, among the practices which the Commis-sion has not specifically raised, one is very meaningful for us Marists, that is, praying the Rosary, although we do recognize that the Marian theme is most evident in the document and that devotion to Mary is present all through Marist history. This is an omission that an eventual new edition of Water from the Rock should somehow amend. 

Brother Pietro Codato 

Brazil - 08/04/2008

The Marist Brothers’ Mission in Brazilian Amazonia 
The FMS Amazonia District 
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The District of Amazonia was set up by the Marist Brothers in July 2002, with communities in the political Departments of: Acre, Amazonas, Rondonia, Roraima - all these in northern Brazil. An expectation existed that the District would expand into the Department of Mato Grosso which extends over an area of 3 101 405, 90 km2. Nine communities lie in the District. The first, Lábrea, was established in l967. Our story is relatively recent, but old enough to comprise four decades. 

Thirty-five Brothers live in the District, along with six novices and nine pre-novices. Several Brothers are natives of the region; other have come there as missionaries for a set period of time. The Province which is in charge of the District is Rio Grande do Sul, but the District itself is a mission shared among the three Brazilian Provinces. 

The Marist Brothers’ apostolate in Amazonia is diversified, with priority given to school-based education. The schools, however, are not owned by the Brothers. We work in them or in state-owned universities, or in educational establishments under government or diocesan control. Some Brothers are teachers, deans of study, or counselors. Others work in youth ministry, catechetical work, communications and vocation promotion. Several of the communities are engaged in social work among at-risk children and young people. We help out among the basic Christian communities and take part in the formation and advancement of consecrated life. 

We have been creating resource-material to be used for environmental education. A special feature of our work in Amazonia is service to the river-side populations and the indigenous populations. This apostolate is carried out through pastoral ministry to indigenous peoples and through a mobile community which has been set up along the shared frontiers of Brazil, Peru and Colombia. Several congregations and institutions are involved in this work. The Brothers work alongside priests, religious and laity belonging to various organizations. Poor in fact, the Brothers live in isolated settle-ments along the river edge or in the forest or again in the settlements on the periphery of towns. We hope to establish a community which might work uniquely in the education of the curumins and the cunhatãs, that is the indigenous children and youth of the area.

The Brothers desire to live within the great community of peoples, hoping to be a meaningful presence, close to ordinary people, and living a simple life which is open to others. The Brothers are thinking of an itinerant mission which could go to the places where needs exist. There, having formed local leaders, they would depart for new sites where the needs are still greater. Formation in such a ministry takes place in the apostolic communities themselves and in an inter-community spirit. 

When we take an overall look at the Marist Brothers’ history in Amazonia since l967, we can take satisfaction in the fact that life has been engendered. Our contemporary world needs urgently to have more care for the planet, for nature. Amazonia is a rich natural resource for all of humanity. It must be conserved, defended, esteemed. The people who live in Amazonia have a need to improve their lives while living in profound harmony with nature’s biodiversity. We are already working in the field of environmental education, but we would love to do more. We want to try and create an ecological mystique, which holds as precious the way of life of the native peoples and their environment. 

Porto Velho, March 5, 2008

Brother João Gutemberg, District Superior 

General House - 04/04/2008

Second Meeting of the International Committee of Marist Youth Ministry 
Youth Ministry with a Marist Flavor 
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From March 25 to 29, the International Committee on Youth Ministry met for the second time. The committee has been set up in order to prepare a guideline document for the Institute on youth ministry. The committee’s first meeting was held at Rome from July 26 - 31, 2007. Each committee member then made a commitment to writing one chapter of the document, the chapter to be written in the committee member’s native language.

The document’s chapters and their respective authors are as follows : Introduction and Purpose of the Document : Brother Rommell Ocasiones (Philippines) ; Contemporary Youth : Brother Raúl Goitea (Argentina) ; Ministry Activities and Systematic Youth Ministry: Brother Ramon Rúbies (Spain) ; Youth Ministry with a Marist Flavor : Brother Ifeanyi Mbaegbu (Nigeria) ; Pedagogical Methods with Examples: Fabiano Incerti (Brazil) ; Our Vision and What We Aim at: Brother Michael Schmalzl (Germany) ; A Life-Giving Structure at the Service of Youth: Paul Salmon (Australia). The committee is assisted by three Brothers of the General Administration: Brother Emili Turú (General Councilor in charge of the Mission Commission), Brother Juan Miguel Anaya (Procurator General and secretary of the Mission Commission), and Brother Ernesto Sánchez Barba, director of the Vocations Bureau).

The principal work of the second meeting was : to dialogue about what each committee member had written, to review and unify the criteria according to which a consensus could be reached about the specific contents of each chapter and about an overall outline for the whole of the document. Each writer committed himself to write a new version of the chapter which had been entrusted to him, paying close attention to the accepted outline and the critiques offered on the first draft. 

The work has not been easy. There exists a diversity of past, personal experiences, of vocabulary, of theological and pastoral realities according to situations in various parts of the globe. The prevailing sentiment at the end of the meeting was one of satisfaction. This was the case especially because of the good spirit that prevailed during the work, the ability to reach agreement, and the emotional rapport which the participants have with the document on which they are working. 

The next committee meeting is planned for December 9 to 13, 2008. 

General House - 03/04/2008

Remembering the Beatification of 47 Marist Brother Martyrs 
[image: image1.wmf]FMS Message 37 
The communication office just delivered the most recent issue of FMS Message. The issue commemorates the beatification of 47 Brother martyrs, the event occurring in Rome on October 28, 2007. In a matter of one hundred pages, in literary style but with an emphasis on the visual presentation, the issue describes the events which took place at Saint Paul outside the Walls, the sanctuary of the Madonna del Divino Amore, St. Peter’s Basilica and the Generalate. All of the gatherings, of course, occurred on the part of the Church as a public recognition of the faith witness borne by our Brothers who were martyred in Spain during the extensive religious persecution which the Church suffered during the twentieth century.

FMS Message is the publication which took the place of the “Bulletin of the Institute.” Like its predecessor, FMS Message preserves the history of the Marist Brothers. Thanks to its most recent issue, FMS Message will conserve for posterity the homily delivered in the Beatification Mass as well as the homily given at the Saint Peter’s Basilica. In the archival history will remain the official proclamation of beatification concerning our Brother martyrs of Spain. At the Sanctuary of the Madonna del Divino Amore, the proclamation was delivered by Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General, in front of relatives of the martyrs who were surrounded by Brothers and by many other people who had traveled to the beatification in company of the relatives. The photographs in the issue highlight the high points of the various celebrations which took place in Rome, 
October 26 to 29, 2007. The print text is rounded out by photos which portray many of those who were most involved in the occasion, all within the festive spirit which marked the beatification events. 

The two issues of FMS Message dedicated to the beatification were planned so as to serve not only as archival material, but as a living resource through which one might celebrate the life and triumph of these, our predecessors, who gave witness to the faith. We have placed the issues in the hands of the Brothers and of many persons united to the Brothers in a spiritual way. We hope that the issues will be a testimonial serving revive within us the memory of the newly beatified Brothers who bore witness to their faith and were faithful to it. 

Brazil - 01/04/2008

Two chapels dedicated to Marist martyrs 
In memory of our martyrs to the Christian education of youth 
[image: image6.jpg]


With the aim of giving witness to the faith and heroism of the martyrs Blessed Brothers Bernardo, Laurentino, Virgilio and 44 companions, the Marist family in Palmas, Tocantins State, Brazil, dedicated two chapels to their memory, at the beginning of the academic year 2008. 

The first of them has Blessed Brother Bernardo Fábrega as its patron and is located in the "mini-city" of the kindergarten in the Marist school. The new dedication was very warmly welcomed by more than 400 children who sang a hymn specifically composed for the occasion:

"O, Blessed Brother Bernardo, great friend of the Lord, protect our city, be our intercessor". 

The second chapel is in the Marist Youth Ministry Center, where young people of the different parishes in the city gather for courses on human and Christian formation. Adolescents, young and adult people numbering about a thousand, meet in the house through the year. By a solemn Mass, the educators and the young welcomed our 47 martyrs to Christian education of youth who were proposed as special patrons of that center of ministry from which the Marist charisme irradiates. 

Models in following Jesus and his gospel, in the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, our martyrs challenge all those who come to our center, especially youth educators, to be “seeds of life” for the Church and the society. By their simplicity of life and their heroism before death, may our Brothers lead us to give testimony here on earth to the things of Heaven.

Bro. Rafael Ferreira Júnior, fms  
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