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Let us pray 

with Brother François 

and Brother Basilio

21st January 2006

EVENING PRAYER
Mary in the life of Brother François and of Brother Basilio 

Two persons directed François strongly towards the Mother of Jesus: his mother who consecrated him often to Mary and Father Champagnat who made the Good Mother a central element of our identity. Brother François often expressed his love to the Mother of the Lord and did so sometimes in very inspired terms: “Go to Mary in all confidence, for there is nothing that she cannot do with the spirit of her Divine Son who is so much hers that she has him at her disposal, that she uses his power as something that is hers and she applies it to what she wants, as Jesus loves Mary and it is love that is the source of this power.” He confided in us: “The day of the Immaculate Conception, I have resolved to aim at perfection in each of my actions.”

Basilio, we know, wrote the circular A New Space for Mary. This circular opened a current of joy in the Congregation after the troubled time that followed the Council. But Brother Basilio urged the Congregation to contemplate Mary as the woman of faith, the “blessed for having believed”. He put Mary of the Gospels into the hearts of the brothers. It was the most beautiful gift that he could give to Marcellin’s disciples and we can imagine that it was Mary of the Gospels who lived in the heart and the prayer of Brother Basilio.

Time of silence during which we can be in contact with the “Good Mother”, peacefully looking at her place in our lives…

Marial hymn (after each verse we can add a Hail Mary and an intention)

Marcher dans la vie avec Marie, suivant les pas du Père Champagnat

Marcher dans la vie avec Marie, pour rencontrer Jésus, mon ami.

1. Within the silence, Lord, you seduced my very soul.

    With all my heart I say, I love you, my Lord!  (x2)

2. Marie, tu as dit oui tout au long de ta vie.

    Apprends-moi aujourd’hui à savoir dire oui  (x2)

3. O Father Champagnat, we have confidence in you.

    As pilgrims here below, we follow in your steps. (x2)

Jesus in the life of Brother François and of Brother Basilio

In the message of the XX General Chapter one of the passages that we feel is the most just and the most pressing is that which asks us to

“centre passionately our lives and our communities on Jesus Christ, as Mary did”.

Brother François and Brother Basilio have preceded us on this journey. 

Let us ask brother Basilio what is the centre of every vocation; he will answer us: 

· “If we ask  what is the centre, the quintessence, the heart and the central core of vocation, we must answer that it is Jesus;  the vocation, is Jesus.”

In the life of Brother François the centrality of Jesus emerged often: 

· “He who has known Jesus Christ… cannot pay attention to what accommodates him or what bothers him… he can only think about his attachment to Jesus Christ.”  

· “It is especially in communion that, united intimately to Jesus, we become one body and one spirit with him, that we live  his life…” 

At the time that may be considered as the turning point of his life, the Spiritual exercises of 1951 when preparing for final profession, Brother Basilio wrote a long and insistent prayer to Jesus: 

Yes, Jesus, I want, I desire 

to love you more and more. 

I want to love you without measure, 

with all my strength,

with an intense, generous and true love, 

with a passionate love. 

I want my life to be a cry of love 

towards you who are my all. 

May each beat of my heart, 

may each breath, 

may every action and exercise 

of my bodily or spiritual faculties 

say to you, 

Lord, I love you and I want to live for you. 

I want to speak to you constantly of love. 

I want to love you, Lord, 

because you are infinitely lovable, 

because you are immensely worthy of love. 

I want to love you in gratitude 

for the love that you have had for m

Make me understand this love fully 

so that I can love you more and more.

 Let us take some time for personal dialogue with the Lord…
PSALM 130 (131)

R/ (sung)  My soul is longing for your peace, near to you, my God.

1. Lord, you know that my heart is not proud
and my eyes are not lifted from the earth. R/


2. Lofty thoughts have never filled my mind,
far beyond my sight all ambitious deeds.  R/


3. In your peace I have maintained my soul,
I have kept my heart in your quiet peace.  R/


4. As a child rests on his mother’s knee,
so I place my soul in your loving care.  R/


5. Israel, put all your hope in God,
place your trust in him, now and evermore.  R/

Spontaneous prayers  

Final hymn

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me,
Christ be behind me, King of my heart.
Christ be within me, Christ be below me,
Christ be above me, never to part.


Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand,
Christ all around me, shield in the strife.
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting,
Christ in my rising, light of my life.


Christ be in all hearts thinking about me.
Christ be in all tongues telling of me.
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me,

in ears that hear me, Christ ever be.
�





�








