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CONGREGATIO DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM

Prot. N. 228108/L

INSTITUTI FRATRUM MARISTARUM A SCHOLIS

Instante Reverendo Patre Ioanne Maria Bigotti, Postulatore Generali Instituti Fratrum Maristarum a Scholis, litteris die 20 februarii 2008 datis, vigore facultatum huic Congregationi a Summo Pontifice BENEDICTO XVI tributarum, textum anglicum et gallicum orationis collectae, necnon textum anglicum, gallicum, hispanicum et italicum lectionis alterius pro Officio lectionis Liturgiae Horarum in honorem Beatorum Bernardi Fabrega Julia, et 46 aliorum sociorum eiusdem Instituti, religiosorum et martyrum, prout in adnexo exstat exemplari, perlibenter probamus seu confirmamus.

In textu imprimendo inseratur ex integro hoc Decretum, quo praedicta interpretatio confirmatur. Eiusdem insuprer textus impressi duo exemplaria ad hanc Congregationem transmittantur.

Contrariis quibuslibet minime obstantibus.

Ex aedibus Congregationis de Cultu Divino et Disciplina Sacramentorum, die 12 augusti 2008.
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(+ Albertus Malcolmus Ranjith)
Archiepiscopus a Secretis

 D. Franciscus Borgia Tran Van Kha Officio Praepositus
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Blessed Bernard Placid Fabrega, religious, and Companions, martyrs
Brother Bernard, Lawrence, Virgil and their 44 companions were Marist Brothers who followed Christ as did Mary, our Good Mother. They have themselves wholeheartedly to the Christian education of young people. In the persecution which broke out in Spain from 1934 to 1939, they suffered with heroic courage and did so to the point of martyrdom. Bernard was executed on October 6, 1934, at Barruelo de Santullan (Palencia). Brothers Lawrence, Virgil and the other forty-four Brothers were shot to death on October 8, 1936, in Barcelona. They were martyrs because of their faith and because they wished to stand up for Christian education and its values. As educators and martyrs, they are models and intercessors for today's educators and young people.

From common of Martyrs.

Office of Readings

Second reading

Bro. Laurentino (Stella Maris, January 1933, n° 138, p. 5).

These are the quite surprising New Year greetings that Brother Laurentino, Provincial, sent to his brothers at the start of 1933. Actually, he was preparing them for the martyrdom which many signs were announcing.

Blessed are those who persevere in loving him.

"You who tell God every day that you love him with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your being, well, now is the time to show this. Yes, now while those who persevere in loving him are mocked, abandoned, defamed, deprived of their legitimate rights as citizens, insulted and made the target of a satanic persecution.

Now is the time to show how great is the fidelity that you have sworn to the Lord. Now is the time to prove that your desires for sacrifice are not illusory and pure fantasy. Perhaps those who today show cowardice and desert the good cause once believed they were invincible...

The time is coming when we will see the valiant, those whom there is nothing that they cannot master with the help of the One who gives them strength, those for whom nothing in the world can take away their peace, but who shelter behind the rampart of God, give the impression that their souls are becoming stronger as they face the present difficulties and worries. They do not recoil from great sacrifices — although they willingly recognise their fragility — as the vast throng of martyrs, of confessors and of men enamoured of Jesus Christ did not recoil from the tyrants and persecutors.

Now is the time to rejoice and to exult, as Jesus told us and as the apostles did when the time came to suffer trials and persecutions for the name of the divine Master.

Besides, it is not we who are persecuted, but Jesus who is persecuted in each of his faithful servants. Each of us suffers for one only, but he suffers in all his members.

So cease your complaints and lamentations, you who follow the Redeemer; you have not yet experienced the sufferings of Calvary or the destitution of the Saviour. He remains silent, prays, suffers and redeems. Pray, make amends, work, co-operate with Him for the salvation of souls. Would you want any better preparation to celebrate the 19th centenary of the blood-soaked drama of Calvary?

Now is the time to make amends more efficaciously for oneself and for others for our unfaithfulness to God. Now is the time to storm heaven with fervent and continual prayers for the intentions of God and of the Church; and for the intentions of the people and the works that are so dear to us and particularly recommended to us.

Yes, now is the time to pray and to pray indeed as our situation demands of us.

Now, now, without waiting any longer . . . Now is the hour to benefit from this time of trial, which is a time of grace and of blessing . . . This is to be our motto for the year 1933.

Responsory

R/. We are warriors now, fighting on the battlefield of faith, and God sees all we do. The Angels watch and so does Christ. * What honor and glory and joy, to do battle in the presence of God, and to have Christ approve our victory.

V/. Let us arm ourselves in full strength, and prepare ourselves for the ultimate struggle, With blameless hearts, true, faith and unyielding courage. * What honor and glory.
