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CELEBRATION 
IN HONOUR OF 
BROTHER BERNARDO,
MARTYR

INTRODUCTION 
This celebration is meant to be a Marist family expression that wants to sing its thankfulness to God and the Virgin Mary and to show its gratitude and admiration to the Brothers who, in their faith, gave up their lives for the Lord.  It is a moment of communion between today’ Marist Family and the one already in heaven interceding for us.
Brother Bernardo was assassinated in Barruelo, Spain, seventy years ago, i.e. on 6 October 1934.  He was only forty-five years old.  The page that opens the ‘positio’ synthesises the event in the following words:

 “The good shepherd gives his life for his sheep” (Jn 10, 11… ).
The coming of the second Spanish republic (1931) brought up anticlericalism and Marxism in the country.  Brother Bernardo courageously fought against this horrible tide that threatened the Barruelo Christians, the youth specially.  He multiplied his initiatives to prevent apostasy.  Many who had first adhered to Marxism returned to the Church because of the witness of Brother Bernardo’s consecrated life and his generosity for all those in need.  
It was no surprise that the communist party blacklisted his name.  The party’s local leaders threatened to assassinate him many times; his physical elimination was one of their first objectives. Yet, Brother Bernardo did not veer from his resolve of proclaiming Christ and to witness to Him.  He was a victim of ‘a hatred without reason’. (His very killer will admit as much at the tribunal).  Bernardo’s last words were a prayer to God, to the Virgin Mary and for the forgiveness to his assassin who sadistically watched him die.  (Positio,  pp. 3 and 4). 

Hymn of praise and thanksgiving

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY 
· Brother Bernardo was born at Camallera, near Gerona on 18 February, 1889.  At his baptism, he was given the names Plácido Juan José.

· On 9 March 1901, he entered the juniorate where his brother had already preceded him.

· He made his first vows on 8 September 1905, his perpetual vows in 1910 and he professed the vow of stability in 1930.

· He went through the same stages as the other Brothers of his time: he was a community’s cook, he studied, taught in primary and secondary schools, became sub director of a school,  superior of a community and a school headmaster.

· 1925: He was appointed the superior of the community and the director of coal mine school of Vallejo de Orbò.  This school is a few kilometres from Barruelo.  His apostolate, from then on will consist in helping the miners’ children.

· 1931: The superiors asked him to head the Barruelo school and to be the superior of the community of six brothers.

· 1934: He was killed by the revolutionaries. (Rf  Positio,  p. 40-43)

Hymn for the martyrs

Power and glory of the Spirit;
Happy the true martyrs!   

The flesh with which God kneaded them
in Him will rise
Like the grains that are ground
to become our bread,
their bodies joined themselves to the broken Body

that offers Itself through our hands.

Their blood mixes itself 

with the Saviour’s blood  
that washes our sins; they are the love 
of the same heart that loves us so much

In your martyrs it is yourself that we kill 

but it is you that we glorify; 

For your Church in them greets 

the Spirit’s power.

THE MARTYRDOM   Report from Brother Heraclio José  who witnessed the events:
“It must have been 4 A.M. when gun shots at our windows woke us up… It was possible to flee through a door that opened onto the orchard where an opening allowed one to cross a creek.  Once there, seeing that we were hesitating, Brother Bernardo told us, “Courage, Brothers, God protects us”, and he walked ahead of us.  The six Brothers had crossed the brook.  
A few metres further, Brother Bernardo came face to face with one of the gun men who shouted, “Liberty’’ (that was the password whose rejoinder was, “that is why we are fighting’’).  Brother Bernardo replied, “In the name of God do not shoot.  I am the school headmaster and I have been working for the education of the miners’ children for the last nine years.”  But the bandit discharged his gun on him twice.  I heard the last words of the martyr, “Very holy Virgin! Lord! Forgive me, forgive him, Lord! Mother…!’’  (Positio,  pp. 183 – 183)
The assassin called his friends and boasted, “Come and see, here lies a monk with a colder mouth than his mother’s who gave him birth’’, and he walked on the corpse.  The thugs proffered all types of obscenities against the dead man.  One of them stabbed him. After they had mutilated his body they dragged it into the brothers’ orchard where it was abandoned for twenty-four hours…  (Positio,  p. 186)
The killer, Celestino Mediavilla confessed that the motive of the murder had been neither political nor a personal vengeance.  He acknowledged that Brother Bernardo had been a good person who had dedicated himself for the good of the miners’ children….  But the order had been given to kill the priests, the religious people and to set the church and the school on fire.  That had been the Marxist logic. And the dregs of society had behaved accordingly. (Positio, p. 206)
Pause for silence… then prayer together

Lord, you are the Father 

who makes your sun rise 

on the good people and the wicked ones; 

You allow your rain to fall 

on the just and the unjust alike.

Give us  tolerant hearts, 

attitudes that induce tolerance

A deep sense of solidarity 

that includes all humans:

Those who think like us, 

those who pray like ourselves,

those who pray differently and even 

those who have no prayer on their lips.

Help us to always witness to you, 

to the love that you offer us in your Son,

so that we may announce Him to all 

as the Lord of history.

Father, make us your sons 

and help us to live like brothers,

united to you, 

and to all men and women who, 
with us, live the same human adventure.
Please give the courage 

and the happiness of your Spirit 

to those you have chosen to witness to you 

even to the shedding of their blood.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

WHO WAS BROTHER BERNARDO? 
· Br Bernardo had the heart of an apostle.  In all the positions he held, he set up a number of initiatives: choirs, former pupils’ associations, Catholic Action groups, apostolic movements among the pupils, setting up statues of the Sacred Heart, prayer evenings, open doors, study circles, conferences both cultural and religious, adult education classes, savings banks for the children of the miners, study bursaries, mobile libraries, theatre company, folklore activities, visit to the families of the miners and to the sick, fostering vocations, accompanying the young Brothers … all this on top of his normal work as headmaster and teacher. (Positio, p. 71)  
· An article in the newspaper El Debate states:  “The religious who was assassinated, Don Plácido Fábrega, was a truly apostolic man.  During nine years at Barruelo and Villejo de Orbó, he dedicated himself to the intellectual and moral formation of the children of the miners of that area.  He was highly esteemed by the children, for whom he also set up a savings bank …”  (p. 215) 
· He wrote to one of his former pupils:  “Nine hours of class each day seemed to me no longer than nine minutes, because I got great pleasure in being with the children, and all I was able to do for them seemed little enough.” (p.67). He used to say: “What good can I do for the children if I do not practise it first myself?” (p. 71)
· When his mother heard that he was to take over the direction of the school in Barruelo, she said to him:  “May God look after you, my boy!  The miners have a bad reputation.  Let us hope they do not kill you.”  He answered:  They are not as bad as that, mother, and even if they are, is there any happiness greater than to give up one’s life for God and the Gospel?” (p. 199)
· Br Bernardo knew that he was a target.  He said to a confrere at Lerida: “I do not know what is going to happen at Barruelo, but sooner or later something terrible is going to happen... The poor workers have become fanatics, they are armed and hold training sessions every week… They threaten the priests and the sisters … But may God’s will be done!  We are in his hands.” (p. 197)
· When Br Laurentino, his Provincial, heard of the death of Br Bernardo, this “complete and faultless religious”, he wrote:  “He was an untiring apostle of poor children, an exemplary religious, a total Marist, superior, father, and model for his Brothers, an excellent recruiter of vocations…”
· Like Marcellin, Brother Bernardo loved to contact children to speak to them about God.  A confrère recalls: It happened in Barcelona during an outing. We met a poor child dressed in tatters.  Brother Bernardo told me, ‘I wonder whether that child knows that God exists?’ The child came near to beg or to ask for a holy picture.  Before giving anything, Brother Bernardo wanted to speak to the child. He found out that the boy knew the Our Father and the Hail Mary:
· Who taught you those prayers?

· My mother

· Where is your mother?

· She is dead

· Has it been a long time?

· Three months

· Did you pray a lot for her?
As the child did not reply, Brother Bernardo asked him,

· And where is you mother now?

· At the cemetery

· Her body, yes but her soul?

· At the same place

· Not at all, child, don’t you know that the soul does not die?  Don’t you know that there is a  heaven?’(Positio,p.102)
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  PRAYERS 

We want to live this moment in the company of Brother Bernardo, to thank God with him and to humbly present a few prayers.
1- For all those to whom you gave hearts of true educators, we thank you Lord. We admire what you accomplished in Brother Bernardo’s soul. 
- To us also, give a heart able to understand today’s youth.

2-Lord, while we remember the death of Brother Bernardo, we ask you to bless the miners, the workers, all those whose load of work is heavy, the low-salaried employees.  
- Help us to promote justice, to side with the ordinary people.  Never allow us to forget the poor.

3- Lord, you told us, “I chose you that you may bear fruit that last’’; yes, you choose your friends, you train  and sanctify them; it is you who give a brother’s and a sister’s heart; we give you thanks for the work you operated in Brother Bernardo’s life and in so many brothers and for their generous response. 
- We want to witness to this fraternity today, give your Spirit to us as well.

4- Lord, your prophet Jeremiah revealed, “You seduced me and I allowed myself to be seduced!’’;  many of our brothers could repeat these words; among them our martyrs like Brother Bernardo.  
- For this hunger of God that you have instilled into us, we thank you, as we say, ‘’Keep us Lord, in your love! May our hearts be also seduced!

5- Lord, during our last general chapter, your Spirit invited us to centre our lives and our communities passionately in Christ, like Mary’’; we give you thanks for this call; 
- Help us to glorify you now with those who gave up their lives up to the shedding of their blood. 

6-Other spontaneous intentions 

Let us pray: 
“May the God of all grace, 
who has called us unto his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
will himself, after we have suffered a little while, 
perfect, strengthen and establish us.  
To him is the dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (Peter 5, 10-11)

DISMISSAL
Brother Laurentino, Provincial at that moment who was also assassinated in 1936 along with forty-four other Brothers thus described Brother Bernardo, “a religious in constant ascent towards perfection, an untiring apostle of the catholic school and of youth movements”.
He was a real exemplary man, a complete Marist, a father and model for his subjects and an excellent vocation promoter.
With these two brothers, with all our martyrs and all our brothers in heaven, let us sing SALVE  REGINA or another Marial song.
Adapted by José M. Ferre. District of West Africa
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