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CELEBRATION 
IN HONOUR OF 
BROTHER BERNARDO,

MARTYR
INTRODUCTION
The coming 6th October remembers the date of the martyrdom of Br. Bernardo.
In the morning of June 22, 2004, in the presence of Our Holy Father, members of the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, and Postulators of their respective causes, 6 new decrees dealing with martyrdom were promulgated. One of them was about the Servant of God, Marist Brother Bernardo, murdered on October 6, 1934 in Barruelo, the victim of religious persecution in Spain. 

This Decree means that Brother Bernardo has been recognized as a martyr. Actually his process forms part of a group of 27 causes that include 498 Spanish martyrs. One cause has to do with Brother Laurentino and 45 companions, martyrs, all of them Marist Brothers. We are expecting a date for their beatification.
These our Marist martyrs are a reflection of our holiness, of what we live when we are led by the Holy Spirit. To celebrate them could be a comfort but even more an opportunity to give thanks to God who really loves our religious family.
Hymn of praise or thanksgiving

CONCERNS AND HEARTFELT CONVICTIONS
· He often said to his pupils: “You must show your belief by your word and by your works.” (p. 98)

· “When I look back during the solitude and calm of the retreat, my arms drop down when I see how little progress I have made in virtue.  How am I ever going to be able to face God?  (p. 104) …Five years of constant struggle, and what have I achieved?  I have struggled, I have made fervent novenas, I have searched for ways and means, I have consulted my confessors. All in vain! I am still far from the perfection God is asking of me.  And that with all the great number of graces he has showered on me!  I receive Communion every day, and I am still so lukewarm!  What abyss have I fallen into?  How much more useful to my confrères and pupils if I were a saint!”  (p. 161)

· “We are yours, Mary, because you are our well beloved Mother, because you are our venerated Queen.  We are totally yours because, when he was dying, Jesus handed us over to your kindness and protection.” “Breathing is a sign of life.  Devotion to Mary is a sign of salvation.”  (p. 118-119)

· “Today, feast of the Immaculate Conception, I had the joy of receiving Jesus in the church of Our Lady of the Helpless.  So as not to forget anyone, I brought my notebook with the names of my pupils, and I read out your names one by one and asked the Most Holy Virgin to bless you and not to allow any of those God has confided to me to perish.” (Letter to a pupil.  p. 121)

· Our misery obliges us to pray...   

He had such a high opinion of prayer that each time I went for my weekly interview, he urged me to acquire a spirit of prayer, and said, “Prayer is the most important point, the thermometer of the religious.”  (p. 128)

· Only a few days ago your father called me to his bedside and, his voice full of paternal affection, said, “Brother, look after my children, and when you see them, tell that my greatest desire is that they are good religious.” … My dear friends, you know well that your father is already in heaven, but you have a second father who is prepared to do for you what the best of fathers would do, a second father who loves you and blesses you with all his heart. (p. 149)

· My dear little friend Emilio, You cannot imagine the joy and satisfaction your affectionate card brought me.  What a noble and delicate heart the Lord God has given you! … You say that you are asking me to forgive all the little displeasures you have caused me – I can tell you they are all forgiven, all forgotten, and that I am very happy with you.  (p. 179)
Let us pray

God, our Father

we contemplate today the life and martyrdom 

of our Brother Bernardo.
His example is a challenge for us

and an encouragement to be genuine Marists.

His life is a living witness to us of the ideal
that St Marcellin presented to his first followers: 
"To become a Brother 
is to take as your goal to become holy”.
Father, through the intercession 
of Bro Bernardo,

help us to recognise you in our lives,

to have the courage and generosity

to make you known to others,

and to show your goodness

to those we meet

and to those whose lives we share.
Mary, our Good Mother,

You were tenderly loved by Bro Bernardo

and you showed your motherly care to him;

we greet you and we thank you
for the part you play in our lives

as we walk your way 
of acceptance and service

in bringing Jesus to our world.

As Marists, in the footsteps of our Martyrs,

we seek to continue your work,
to make your son known here on earth

and we look to you to call more young men

in their turn to become Brother to all.

THE “FIORETTI” OF BR BERNARDO    (a Hail Mary can be recited after each one of the stories)
· Two employees at the House of the People, both Marxist and irreligious, had to sit an examination.  They came along to ask Br Bernardo to help them in their preparation.  He never refused such requests, and he did not on this occasion.  He gave them an hour’s lesson every day for two months.  He did not want any payment, as he said, “I am happy to do this.”  (p. 152)

· Every year, he managed to get people to donate a large quantity of clothing, which he gave out to the families of the poorest miners. (p.153) He was happy to become a beggar for the sake of these poor people. They nicknamed him the conman and the highwayman, but there was no malice in these names.  (p. 155)

· Bernardo wrote to one of his benefactors:  “On the way to church for 6.30 Mass, we met two children hunched up against the door of the church.  They were orphans, almost naked, and dying of cold.  We brought them to the school and dressed them from head to toe.  I would be more correct if I said it was you who dressed them from head to toe!”  (p. 153)

· One day he met a poor old woman, so poor that her dress was in tatters.  He immediately took off his shirt and gave it to her to cover herself.  (p. 155)

· On rainy days, or days of great humidity, some of the pupils had nothing to wear on the way home but sandals.  Br Bernardo gave them waterproof shoes or sabots.  And when it was really cold, he called out to the poorest dressed and gave them coats to protect them from the cold, and told them to keep them. (p. 155)

· He gave private lessons and used the money earned to help poor children, above all to be adequately dressed for their First Communion. (p. 156) He was always the one to prepare the children for their First Communion, and he took this apostolate for himself in all the positions he held.

· On one occasion when he was at Vallejo de Orbó, he was told that one of his pupils was ill at Malabuena.  To get there was a long journey, mostly uphill.  He set out at once, on foot as usual.  He found the boy in a very poor condition.  He gave him some medicine he had prepared, and, encouraging the family, went back to Barruelo, where he asked the doctor to go at once to see to the boy.  He then went back at once to Vallejo to give his classes.  His total journey was 15 kms.  From the time of his visit, the sick boy made a rapid recovery... he was still alive in 1991, aged 85 (p. 157).

· In a village near Barruelo, a 17-year-old boy wanted to steal 10 pesetas from a ten- year-old.  In doing it he killed him, hitting him on the head with a large rock.  When Bernardo heard of this horrible crime, he decided to attend the funeral with all the children in the school, in spite of the cold weather.  The people of the area were greatly impressed by this gesture.  (p. 159)

· He was often superior of small communities, and he gladly took the part of goalkeeper so the young Brothers could have their game of football.  (p. 178)

· On the day of his patronal feast, Br Bernardo was at table with his Brothers and those of the community of Vallejo de Orbó, who had been invited.  He was told that a young Marxist, out of work, and poorly dressed, was at the door looking for alms.  He got up at once.  When he saw the boy’s rags, he brought him some clothes and shoes, and brought him to the table, and when he was satisfied, sent him on his way in a most friendly way.  (p. 152)
A moment of silence. A refrain may be sung, for ex. “Great things happen…”

THE WITNESS OF THE TESTIMONIES
· The centre of Br Bernardo’s spirituality is faith in the God of Love (p. 111)

· Br Bernardo’s virtue is not the result of his temperament, but the product, worked hard for, of a particular effort day after day. …His days were not a succession of equal periods of time, like a series of products coming off the production line of his spirit.  His life was a continual “becoming”... as he mounted the ramp of daily tasks.  (p. 166)

· If Br Bernardo managed to become a competent educator in the faith of his young students, the reason is that he put forward not only his theological knowledge, but first and foremost his experience of God.  (p. 98)

· He was an extraordinary teacher, strong willed, of an energetic character, serious and deep in all he undertook. In other respects, he was affable, very good mannered, extremely charitable. His sincerity and his uprightness were worthy of remark.  (p. 95)

· A young Brother was going to join Br Bernardo’s community.  The Provincial gave him only one piece of advice: Make an effort always to base yourself on Br Bernardo.  After some days, the young Brother understood:  “It is as if he had said to me: I could advise you to be pious, mortified, zealous, in a word, saintly.  But I am recommending all that by the single act of putting you in the company of Br Bernardo.  He will be for you a model of piety, a mirror of abnegation and regularity, an example of zeal, a beacon of sanctity, a summary of all the virtues, both religious and Marist…  In him you will find a guide, a friend, a brother, a father... “(p. 135)

· He had a special predilection for the children of the miners, whom he saw as disadvantaged in the struggles of life.  (p. 150) His aim was to do good to all, but particularly to the miners’ children… He did his best to find ways of dealing with the needs of others, particularly the children of the poorest families; he collected clothes for them every year. (p. 154) He also gave second hand clothing to young adult men who came to ask for them.  He never asked them about their beliefs.  He gave extra classes out of school and used the money for his charitable purposes. (p. 155)

· His virtue was both solid and attractive. He radiated such a joy and a feeling for others that I cannot remember him when we were out walking ever refusing to say hello to anyone, not even to the most belligerent of socialists. (p. 178)

· During the time that I knew Br Bernardo, I got to appreciate two great qualities which stood out among all the others: solid piety and hard work.  When I saw in the paper how he had died, I had only one thought, how God had rewarded him with the crown of martyrdom. (p. 180)
Time for shared prayer

FINAL PRAYER

Good Father, you called Brother Bernardo

to participate in the mission of the Church in  a life completely consecrated

to the education of the children of the working men,

and you gave him the strength to bear witness

of faith and love even to shedding his blood.

Make us worthy to imitate his example and grant us the grace of … 

And you, Mary, our Good Mother,

obtain for us the glorification of your faithful servant

who worked so hard to make you known and loved.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, the Christ, our Lord.

Amen!
Adapted by José M. Ferre. District of West Africa
6 October
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