Celebration with our Martyr Brothers 

Beatified the 28  Octobre  2007
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One month has passed since the major celebrations held for the Beatification of the Spanish martyrs. Now we take a moment of prayer to join in spirit our Marist confreres who were martyred; with them we glorify the Lord.  They have gone before us into that life which is ours as well. To us, the Church says, “These men are your models: Little Brothers of Mary like you, religious and educators like you. They exemplify a sure path on which to make your way towards Christ!”

A song to the Lord reminding his martyrdom… or the hymn to the martyrs:

1-The martyrs living now with Christ

2-Across the centuries they come,

In suffering were tried,



In constancy unmoved.

Their anguish overcome by love,

Their loving hearts make no complaint;

When on his cross they died.


In silence they are proved.

3-No man has ever measured love,

4-Praise Father, Son and Spirit blest

Or weighed it in his hand,


Who guide us through the night

But God who knows the inmost heart,

in ways that reach beyond the stars

Gives them the promised land.


To everlasting light.

 L1- The martyr
R1-In the heart of a martyr there are three lines of strength:

· The absolute Lordship of the Lord,

· a climate of love which goes to the extreme,

· the total gift in a context of a violent death.

Refrain singing the Lord followed by a short moment of silence.
R2- Between the Lord and the martyr, there is a love that allows the folly of martyrdom. This love precedes, prepares, claims, allows the martyr, often as a desire, as prayer, as joy and as the reality experienced at the moment of trial.

In this context of love, forgiveness for the executioners is spontaneous; it is an element of martyrdom.
Refrain singing the Lord followed by a short moment of silence.
R3- All of this is evident in Christ, the martyr par excellence, he who founds our faith. He attained the summit of his love on the Cross. His life, he had given: “No one takes it from me, I lay it down of my own free will!” Jn 10,18. And he justifies his gift: “No one can have greater love than to lay down his life for his friends.” Jn 15,13. And those whom he loved, the Lord loved them to the extreme of his time and of his being. Jn 13,1. With him, in the context of love, forgiveness flows from its source: “Father, forgive them, they do not know what they are doing!” Lk 23, 34.
Refrain singing the Lord followed by a short moment of silence.
R4- These martyred brothers led the hidden and simple life of a Marist Brother, so simple and banal, like ours, that sometimes there was little to say except the humble fidelity to the humility of ordinary things: the daily meeting with children and young people to make them discover Jesus and to pass on knowledge and wisdom in order to make them honest citizens and convinced Christians. A modest and sublime life!
Hymn to the Lord Jesus with two or three stanzas.
Ps 123
Martyrdom and salvation are sung in this psalm.

Reading of the psalm in two choirs, 
leaving a short silence in between the stanzas.

If the Lord had not been in our side,

this is Israel’s song,

if the Lord had not been in our side

when men rose against us,

then would they have swallowed us alive

when their anger was kindled.

Then would the waters have engulfed us alive,

the torrent gone over us;

over our head would have swept

the raging waters.

Blessed be the Lord who did not give us 

a prey to their teeth!

Our life, like a bird, has escaped,

from the snare of the fowler.

Indeed the snare has been broken

and we have escaped.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

Glory be…
Looking  to our martyrs

R1-Blessed Brother Bernardo
If Brother Bernardo was a great educator of the faith of his young students, this was not only due to his theological knowledge, but above all to his experience of God. He was an extraordinary teacher, of strong will, with an energetic, serious and profound character in all that he undertook; and on the other hand he proved to be respectful, affable and delicate in his relationships and very charitable… His sincerity and his rectitude were remarkable. 
Refr: O God, we praise your name, o Lord, we acclaim you with all your martyrs.

Or another refrain.
R2- Blessed Brother  Laurentino

It is as Provincial that Brother Laurentino makes his way to martyrdom along with forty five confreres.  He has already witnessed the execution of ninety eight Brothers, among whom is Brother Eusebio, vice-Provincial.  Along with Laurentino, other Brothers advance towards martyrdom: Brother Virgilio, the likely next Provincial; the Brothers in charge of schools; the novice master and the master of scholastics.  Truly
the Province is being struck down at the leadership level.

R3- Blessed Bro. Virgilio

Brother Virgilio had a rich personality: “His authority over the students was absolute, but at the same time he was loveable. He inspired confidence and attracted the students with his eloquence…” In community, he was devoted and at the service of others, being the first to work. When the superiors appointed him as director of the college at Burgos, he started to cry, believing himself to be one of the most reckless of the community. 

Refr: O God, we praise your name, o Lord, we acclaim you with all your martyrs.

Or another refrain.
R4-Blessed Brother Ángel Andrés
Having graduated from the faculty of Philosophy and of Arts, he was a good writer and poet. He consecrated all his time to studies, without affecting his piety and religious spirit. Many of his articles were published in the magazine Stella Maris. As well, he was one of the most active collaborators for the publication FTD. He also collaborated on the magazine Festivities of the Liturgical Year and A Saint for each day. It is to Brother Ángel Andrés that we owe the school edition of Quichotte, enriched by notes, comments and application and writing themes.

Refr: O God, we praise your name, o Lord, we acclaim you with all your martyrs.

Or another refrain.
R5-Blessed Brother Fortunato Andrés
He was patient, kind, prompt for the service and very gifted in mechanics. No machine could beat him. He did not stop working until he had got the motor functioning again. When the militia took possession of the monastery of Les Avellanes, they wanted to protect him knowing his ability with motors and electricity. As well, he prepared very savoury meals and could do any kind of work. Seeing someone poor made him feel deep compassion. He could not let anyone go without helping them and he added a glass of wine to the meals for the poor. When he saw that they needed clothes, he asked the superiors for them. 

A song glorifying the Lord or singing his martyrdom.
Let us now enter in spontaneous prayers 
inspired by our martyr Brothers (with an appropriate refrain).
Litanies :

While we remember the names of our martyr Brothers, we ask them for a generous heart.

1-Blessed Brothers Bernardo, Laurentino, Virgilio, Alberto María, Angel Andrés,

Anselmo, Antolín, Baudillo, Santos and Teódulo.

Refr: Walk with us and teach us to be generous people. 
2- Blessed Brothers Bernabé, Carlos Rafael, Dionisio Martín, Epifanio, Felipe José, Félix León, Frotunato Andrés, Frumencio, Victor Conrado and Victorino José.
Refr: Walk with us and teach us to be generous people. 
3-Blessed Brothers Gabriel Edouardo, Gaudencio, Gil Filipe, Hermógenes, Isaías María Ismaél, Jaime Ramón, José Carmelo and Vito José,

Refr: Walk with us and teach us to be generous people. 
4-Blessed Brothers José Federico, Juan Crisóstomo, Juan de Mata, Laureano Carlos, Leónides, Leopoldo José, Licarión , Lino Fernando and Vivencio.

Refr: Walk with us and teach us to be generous people. 
5-Blessed Brothers Martiniano, Miguel Irenéo, Porfirio, Prisciliano, Ramón Alberto, Silvio, Santiago, Santiago María and Vulfrano.

Refr: Walk with us and teach us to be generous people. 
All :

Our good Father, we give you thanks 

for having called to the grace of martyrdom

the Blessed Brothers Bernardo, Laurentino, Virgilio 

and the other forty-four companions.

Proclaimers of Christ and educators of young people,

they gave the example of responsibility and fidelity

in difficult times.

They accepted giving their lives, even their blood,

to give witness to your Son, the Church,

and the value of each young person in your eyes.

We ask you, Father, 

that these Brothers may intercede for us.

Through Christ, your Son and Our Lord. Amen

Singing the Good Mother

All the martyrs were Little Brothers of Mary.  All of them began and concluded their day by singing the Salve Regina.  Blessed Brother Santiago was a musician.  Reflecting on the daily singing of the Salve, he composed “Te Acuerdas Madre,” a hymn very well known to Marist Brothers whose mother tongue is Spanish.  We too, as Little Brothers of Mary, place ourselves within the same spirit of Marist fidelity each time we sing the Salve Maria.    
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