To Glorify God in our martyrs
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Motivation

Brother Laurentino said: « Each martyr suffers in his body, but Christ suffers in each of us and in all his members ». The passion and death of the Lord is renewed in each martyr. To celebrate the martyrs is to glorify Christ, as they glorify him by their deaths: they have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

This evening, we also wish to glorify Christ in his martyrs who are our brothers.

1-Longing for light, we wait in darkness, longing for truth, we turn to you,

Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today.

2-Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light! Shine in your Church gathered today.

[image: image2.jpg]1

HNO. CRISANTO
(Casimiro Gonzélez Garcfa)

* Torrelaguna (Madrid) 4.04.1897
Direttore dell’aspirantato di Las Avellanas
T Tartareu (Lérida) il 27 agosto 1936
Anni 39 e mesi 6



1-Brother Crisanto, you were in charge of the young postulants, you took on this responsibility even to putting your life at risk. On 25 August, two days before his martyrdom, Brother Crisanto visited some confreres who invited him to flee. “I gave my word to the Committee that I would present myself every day and I will do it. I won’t even run away when they come to kill me. It’s my duty to accompany those youths whom the Superiors entrusted to me. On the other hand, I don’t want to compromise this population that welcomed us so well. If the militia kill me, their real motive will be that I am a Marist religious and that I do my duty. How can you even suggest that I abandon my dear aspirants? As long as I live, with God’s and Mary’s help, I will take care of them.” (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for Brother Crisanto, with his great sense of responsibility, and as a shepherd who gives his life for his young, we worship you.

2-Christ suffered for you, and left you an example to have you follow in his footsteps… By his wounds we were healed (1P 2, 21).

2-Brother. Aquilino, Some minutes before been gunned at the fronton of Las Avellans, Brother Aquilino addressed his killers: ‘I want to talk to you.’ El Peleteiro replied, ‘Speak while we load the guns!’ But the militia did not listen to him. ‘As a man I forgive you and as a Catholic I thank you for you are putting into my hands the martyr’s palm that all Christians must desire..’ El Peletiro asked him, ‘Have you finished?’ To this, Brother Aquilino Baro shouted, ‘Long Live Christ the King!’ El Peleteiro said: ‘Now, you can turn around!’ Aquilino replied, “Front wise!’ The militia triggered their guns and the servant of God fell to the ground.” (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for Brother Aquilino, as he appeared in his last moments, courageous and ready to forgive, we worship you and we give you thanks.

2-Christ did no wrong, no deceit was found in his mouth. When he was insulted, he returned not insult. When he was made to suffer, he did not counter with threats. Instead he delivered himself up to the One who judges justly (1P 2, 22-23).

Refrain: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

3-At Las Avellanas, Brothers Fabian, Félix Lorenzo and Ligorio Pedro were shot on 3 September 1936 with Br. Aquilino. The impact of the bullets can still be seen today on the wall of the handball courts. We are in the presence of three sick Brothers whom the Militia had gone to take to the town clinic of Balaguer. Félix Lorenzo had heart attacks which had brought him close to death. Ligorio Pedro, 24 years old, was a victim of « Pott’s syndrome » which turns blood and bone into pus ! » - The militia men took them out of the clinic, led them to Las Avellanas, put them up against the wall and shot them. (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for your sick and unarmed Brothers, Fabien, Félix Lorenzo and Ligorio Pedro, innocent victims like your Son, we worship you, we give you thanks and we praise you for your glory.

2-In his own body he brought your sins to the cross, so that all of us, dead to sin, could live in accord with God’s will… For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls (1P 2, 24-25).
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4-The community of Toledo is the one which had the greatest number of martyrs, 11/12… All the arrested people were frisked. The discovery of a rosary, a medal or a scapular triggered excesses of rage and blasphemies. The militia unleashed the same tantrums when they inspected the school. Instead of the arms that they were seeking they found an abundance of religious objects that they broke to pieces and threw out the windows.” The prison was not humanitarian at all. A priest who stayed with them has left us the following testimony: “We were thrown into a ‘brigata’ (cell) immediately. We stayed in those cells that had neither air nor water for twenty days. We could not go out to drink water. There was only one jug of water for the forty incarcerated persons. The guards soon became torturers; and they kept threatening to send us to the firing squad. Prisoners who would never return were made to pass in front of us.” 
Ten of these Brothers were killed on 23 August 1936. When they were taken from the prison, Br. Jorge Luis was out helping in the kitchen. He was shot the following day, 24 August. (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for all the martyred Brothers of Toledo, who gave beautiful witness of a community entirely faithful in the face of martyrdom, we praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we give thanks for your glory.

2-Rejoice in the measure that you share Christ’s sufferings. When his glory is revealed, you will rejoice exultantly. Happy are you when you are insulted for the sake of Christ, for then God’s Spirit in its glory has come to rest on you (1 P 4, 13-14).

Refrain: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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5-At Valencia, four Brothers made up the “Academia Nebrija” community during the 1935-36 school year. They were Brothers Luis Damián 45 years old, the school headmaster, José Ceferino (31), the sub-director, Berardo José ( 24) and Benedicto José (23). All will be victims of the persecution.
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A priest has left this testimony: “When I was taken to the Sagunto jail, the servant of God, Luis Damián, was already there. He was lying down on a poor mattress. When he found out I was a priest he asked me to hear his confession. Later, I heard from him that his entire community and the chaplain had been arrested. He was lying down with his arms crossed over his chest, as in prayer.” The stay in prison was short but the sufferings were cruel. “The reason why Brother was lying on his poor mattress was because of the extreme weakness he felt after three days without food. Besides, he had been submitted to moral tortures: threats, abominable noises, and taunts from immoral people, and provocation from prostitutes and constant threats with daggers. The authorities kept him in that weakening state that they called ‘the bleeding’ as an immediate preparation for his execution by the firing squad.” “I was present when they led him out into the presence of chief Ungria, who was brandishing a revolver. Ungria shouted, ‘Will the Director of the Marist Brothers present himself with his four companions.’ With my own eyes I saw Brother Director, three Brothers and the chaplain rise up. A few minutes elapsed while the Brothers walked down the steps to the yard. Then we heard five gun shots followed by other staccato sounds that suggested that coffins were being nailed shut. And then the noise of a lorry made us realise that the corpses were being taken elsewhere. (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for our Brothers of Valence, whom we admire for their witness as community, we worship you, we give you thanks and we praise you for your glory. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

2-These are the ones who have survived the time of the great distress ; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7, 14b).

6-In the little town of Vich there was a juniorate community with 4 Brothers who were killed: Brothers José Teofilo and Severino 1st August 1936, and Brothers Justo Pastor and Alipio José, 8 September 1936. They were quite young and offered their lives out of youyhful generosity. Br. Severino was 28, Br. José Teofilo 19, Br. Justo Pastor 29 and Br. Alipio José 20.

Brother Severino revealed his deep feelings when he wrote to his father and his brothers, “Do not worry for me. We know very well what we are looking for and at what cost! Dreadful days will come, maybe very dreadful but with Christ, we say, “We have overcome the world.”

During the interrogations, the militia told the young Brother José Teofilo, “Look, you are still young, tell us the truth and we will let you live; life is so beautiful!” You will see your family again and there will be a lot of joy.” But the young Brother did not listen to this alluring promise. (A short time of silence…)
Response in two choirs : 

1-Lord, for our Brothers of Vich, young and generous, we worship you.

2-O Lord, our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honour and power. For you have created all things; by your will they came to be and were made (Rev 4, 11).

Refrain:
Keep in mind that Jesus Christ has died for us and is risen from de dead.

He is our saving Lord, he is joy for all ages.

1-If we die with the Lord, we shall live with the Lord.

If we endure with the Lord, we shall reign with the Lord.

2-In him all our sorrows, in him all our joy.

In him hope and glory, in him all our love.

Prayers of intercession :

In our intercessions we can use an echo of what one or the other has said as the basis for our intercession :

Refr : Sure of your love, and strong in our faith , we pray to you , Lord.

Conclusion : At the foot of the cross, Mary is the Mother of the  Martyr, the Lord Jesus, her Son.

At the foot of the cross, she becomes mother of all the martyrs, disciples of her Son. As she was present at the martyrdom of her Son, so she is present with each martyr and supports him by her prayer. In singing together the Salve Regina, we want to testify our gratitude to her for having enriched our Family with so many martyr Brothers.
(See the link on the Web site of the 8th March 2010: Brother Crisanto and 67 companions, martyrs.)
�





�





�





�





Fr. Luis Damián





�





H. José Ceferino





�








