A Prayer Service in Honor of Brother François and Brother Basilio
Brother Basilio passed away on January 21, l996; Brother François, on January 22, 1881.  Because the dates are so close to each other, we are inclined to remember the two Brothers in a single prayer service.  Even Brother Alfano is linked with his two confreres, because the Decree concerning the heroicity of his virtues was issued on January 22, l991.  Our three “Confessors” are thus linked together around the same two January dates.  
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Our prayer is a way of glorifying and thanking God from whom we have received these Brothers as a gift.  We also take advantage of the occasion in order to render thanks to God for all the Brothers whom he has given us.  After taking a bit of time to recall in a special way some of these Brothers, we sing the following hymn or some other hymn of choice.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator’s praise arise! 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung

Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue.

Eternal are thy mercies, Lord,

And truth eternal is thy word;

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Reflecting upon Brother François, Servant of God

From two letters that have been received at the Postulator’s office, we may observe that Brother François is still being invoked in prayer as an intercessor.  The first letter includes the following remarks: “I am writing from Quebec, Canada.  I am forty-three years of age, and very ill.  As an invalid, I am compelled to remain in bed most of the time.  My problem is a severe form of arthritis that gives me constant pain and for which the doctor is unable to do anything to bring relief.  If possible, I would like very much to have a true relic of Venerable Gabriel Rivat and a picture of him.  This is a very important matter for me.  Thank you for your assistance and please pray for me.  A younger brother in Jesus.  Simon”
Another letter is that from a young couple who were expecting a child.  Now a first test had shown a large irregularity in the brain of the unborn child, a trisomy that suggested that the infant would be markedly handicapped.  The doctors spoke of abortion.  Two later tests then confirmed the irregularity.  The family was praying to Brother François, and on further testing, no irregularity was seen.  The baby was born without handicap to the great joy of the mother and father.     
Such a grace causes us to reflect upon the faith of the persons involved, and we take a moment to offer a silent prayer of gratitude.  We think too of the people who are not well in our family, in our communities, among our friends.  Let us be conscious of the affection we feel towards them as we recommend them to Brother François.  Then together we pray: 
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Most loving Father,

You granted Brother François the special gift

of caring for the sick, healing them,

and helping them to accept peacefully

their declining  health.

Now we address him, saying:

Brother François,

please ask of Jesus and his mother, Mary

the graces 

which [… name  … ] needs in a special way

at this time.   

Please hear us and pray for us.

Amen.  

Let us offer praise to the Father, singing the following song or some other hymn of choice:
Refain: All the earth, proclaim the Lord; sing your praise to God.

1-Serve you the Lord, heart filled with gladness.

Come into his presence singing for joy! (Refrain)
2-Enter his gates bringing thanksgiving; 
For we are his people, He is our God.  (Refrain)

3-Our Lord is good, his love enduring;
His word is abiding now with all men.  (Refrain)

Brother Basilio
Brother José Flores Garcia, vice-postulator for Brother Basilio’s cause, often tells of extraordinary graces that people have attributed to Brother Basilio.  The most recent is related in a long letter coming from a family that made a pilgrimage to Quinta Soledad where Brother Basilio’s ashes are kept.  The letter is dated March 29, 2008.  The mother of the family is the one who composed the letter.  In it, she describes the illness which was afflicting her husband: a Clark V cancer which required the extraction of thirty-eight tumors.  Eight days after the operation, the patient suffered a serious cerebral stroke.  At this point, the family turned to Brother Basilio.  
At the time the wife composed the letter, her husband had regained his health.  He showed no signs whatsoever of paralysis, could speak normally not only his native Spanish but his second language, English, as well.  Although he needs assistance to dress and to wash, he is able to walk.  Above all, he and the entire family are filled with gratitude towards Brother Basilio.  They are the first to thank God and to sing His praises for the restoration of health which has been granted.  
Let us too open up the “spaces” of our faith and our ability to offer thanks.  Christ’s servants are one with him, participating in the power of his resurrection, truly able to intercede.  Let us now think of those whom we hold dear and who are now exper-iencing the trial of failing health, of a struggling faith, of a troubled spirit, of a vocational calling that is being undermined, and let us recommend such persons to Brother Basilio.  (Here time is given for silent prayer, after which we pray): 
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Prayer
God, our father,

You endowed our confrere Basilio 

with a wonderful heart,

high intelligence

and great fervor for your kingdom.  

His heart was a spring abounding in friendships;
his intelligence sought out solutions to our problems;
his fervor for your kingdom 
renewed our Marist sense of family.

Now we give you thanks, God our Father,
for Basilio who was your gift to us.
We wish to call upon him for help

when doubt enters into our lives

when sickness, problems or the aging process distress us.

At this time, we pray especially for 
(names of those for whom we pray).

Mary, our Good Mother, please intercede for us too.

Father in heaven, may this simple prayer 
glorify you and your most Holy Spirit 
and your Son Jesus Christ

through whom we make this prayer.  Amen.  

Let us praise God who ever draws close to us, manifesting his love through his saints, as we sing the following or another hymn of choice.

Refrain:  All the earth proclaim the Lord; sing your praise to God.

1-Serve you the Lord, heart filled with gladness.

Come into his presence singing for joy!  (Refrain)

2-Know that the Lord is our creator.  

Yes, He is our Father; we are his sons.  (Refrain)

3-Honor and praise be to the Father, 

the Son and the Spirit world without end.  (Refrain)

François and Basilio have gone before us on the path of Marist spirituality.
1.  Jesus  before anyone else:
Both Brother François and Brother Basilio placed Jesus at the center of their lives, not merely from time to time, but in the very fabric of their daily lives.  Having encountered Christ, Brother François was wont to say, “The person who has known Jesus Christ . . .  can no longer give attention to the things which cause inconven-iences or problems . . . .  Such a one thinks only of drawing ever closer to Jesus Christ.”  Many of Brother Basilio’s remarks also reveal how vividly Christ was present in his heart.  Indeed, Brother Basilio’s summed up his life ideal by saying, “To burn out my life in the service of Christ!  That has always been my ideal. » 
Let us make a pause now in our prayer, reflecting upon the advice that Basilio used to offer his Mexican confreres who had founded the Marist Brothers’ mission in South Korea:  “May your missionary zeal, your labor, your worries, and other such matters never cause you to forget that human resources serve the works of God only when one is filled with Christ’s presence. Everything comes from him, and without him we have nothing.  So, let Christ be the center of your lives at all times.”  (Some quiet time follows, and then the following words are prayed in alternating choirs.)
1.  Praise to you, O Christ,


2.  Praise to you, O Christ,
You are the Word of Life!


You are the Light of Life,
You are the Word come forth from 

the Light that shines in our night!

the mouth of God.


You are the Light of Life;
You are the Word of Life;


We praise you and we bless you.
We praise you and we bless you.  

3.  Praise to you, O Christ,


4.  Praise to you, O Christ,
You are the Wisdom that guides our lives,
You are the Promise of Life.     
life-giving water,  



You raise to new life 


bubbling up from the Rock.


what appears to be dead.
You are the Wisdom that guides our lives.
You are the Promise of Life.
We praise you and we bless you.

We praise you and we bless you.
Conclusion:
2.  The place of Mary
Brother François composed a Circular on the Virgin Mary, and so too did Brother Basilio.  In the latter’s Circular, entitled “A New Space for Mary,” one finds many expressions in praise of Mary.  Here we cite some of them, taking turns to read them slowly:
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Mary, mother and model of believers


Mary, perfectly poor before the Lord


Mary, the favored one, well beloved by God


Mary, modest woman of Nazareth


Mary, virgin in meditation


Mary, first evangelized

Mary, maternal dwelling of Emmanuel, the Messiah


Mary, who grew slowly to discover 
the divinity of your Son


Mary, walking the journey of faith


Mary untiring search for God

Mary, woman whose faith was humble, clear sighted, luminous, communicative


Mary, our representative, who spoke on our behalf


Mary, in whom the Church came into being, that is ourselves as believers


Mary, young woman on visit, bearing the Good News of salvation


Mary, the woman who declared in song, “The Kingdom is among us.”


Mary, led by the Spirit
After some quiet moments and a time to echo back a word/phrase that strikes us, the prayer ends with our Marist song, “Salve Regina.”
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