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	22 JANUARY
In this celebration, we want to listen to the voices of both the General Council and the one of Brother François, the living image of the Founder and the first Superior General of our family. We are all on the road to holine[image: image1.jpg]


ss and citizens of a world that challenges us and is waiting for us: each step that moves us towards man is a step that God will make with us…

1. Centred on Jesus Christ
Two of the Chapter’s messages read, ‘’We feel called to passionately centre our lives and our communities on Jesus Christ, like Mary.’’ (18) 
‘’Jesus Christ is our Master and Lord. He reveals to us a God who is a Father, with a maternal face of mercy. Source of all life, he gives us the Holy Spirit. When Jesus catches up with us on our way, he transforms our lives.’’ (12)

Brother François wrote, ‘’The greatest motive of our trust… is Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; he is the Son of God himself to whom, through the infinite love of the Father we are united…in Him we find unlimited wealth and treasures…We find in this loving Saviour, all the light, all the power, all the help that we need.’’ Brother François recalls the passionate cry of Paul, ‘’Nothing will ever separate us from the love of Jesus Christ!’’ (Circular, 8 December 1857, p. 302).

Three passionate cries clamour for us to centre our lives on Jesus:
the Chapter, Brother François and Paul.
· Moment of silence – Choice of a hymn in honour of Christ

2. Mary’s Way
The Chapter looked at Christ through Mary, ‘’She teaches us to give a generous yes to God, to be pilgrims of faith and Jesus’ disciples, to develop a listening attitude and gentle brotherly habits. (13)
At this juncture in history, we turn ourselves towards Mary. We ask her for the grace to re-found our Institute. (14)
She accompanies us in our search and all along our different journeys as she has accompanied the Church. (21)
· Moment of silence

Brother François had a very great devotion to Mary. However, his devotion expressed itself in all simplicity, ‘’Address yourselves to the Blessed Virgin like a child goes to his mother. Tell her with a filial trust all that pains you, all that you fear, all that you desire.’’ Above all he showed a special devotion to the Immaculate Conception, ‘’We keep soliciting the Blessed Virgin for the needs of the Society. The feast of the Immaculate Conception brings an excellent opportunity to obtain what we ask from this Good Mother’’. (fr. Gabriel Rivat, 60 ans d’histoire mariste, p. 342 et 344). * Echoes of the two texts – hymn to the Virgin Mary

3. We walk along with Marcellin, François and all the Marist saints.
Brother François wrote on 8 September 1840, ‘’We will not enjoy any more the presence of the one who was our pastor and our father for so long; but we will find him again in the legacy he left: his zeal and his devotedness for us. He will still be present among us by his special spirit.’’ ‘’It’s our turn now to make him live in each of us by imitating the virtues that we admire in him.’’ (6 June 1840) François wanted to be the living image of Marcellin. --- Moment of silence ---

The Chapter also invites us to consider Marcellin ‘’as a child watches his father and learns from him the essential values.
In Marcellin we see:
a man in love with Jesus and May, a pilgrim of faith, a passionate heart for God;
a man full of vigour and tenderness who knows how to sow joy and good humour
an educator who knows how to be merciful and exacting
a creative and daring person…
a man who sees beyond his time, a man that embraces the whole world,
a heart without frontiers. (15) * A moment of silence

Litany with our Brothers
1. All of you, Brothers who preceded us on the journey of love, of fidelity and of self-giving. Pray for us.
2. All of you, Brothers who loved the young ones, who educated them, who blazed paths towards the Lord for them. Pray for us.
3. All you, Brothers, artisans of happy community life, of wholesome and active communities. Pray for us.
4. All you, Brothers, who set a special place in your lives for the Good Mother.
Pray for us.
5. All you, Brothers, who have known the joys and the trials, the certitudes and the 
doubts, but who have kept your courses on Christ. Pray for us.
6. You, Marcellin, the first one to live our charism, our mission, our life style and our
cross. Pray for us.
7. You, François, the likeness of Marcellin, the Superior for twenty years, heedful of 
the Brothers’ health. You, man of prayer who witnessed the remarkable growth of our family, true son of the Good Mother. Pray for us.
8. All of you, the Marists in heaven help us to remain faithful to the Spirit, to the
Church, to the youth and to our world. Amen!
9. Your own intentions

Final Hymn
Salve Regina. Let us remember that Brother François was certainly present when this hymn was sung for the first time at the Hermitage when an civic official had come to inspect the house… This our Marist traditional hymn that links the first Brothers with those of yesterday and with those of today. (or a hymn well known by the Brothers)


