Celebration in memory of 

Brothers François and Basilio

Motivation

The month of January offers several reasons for praising God and thanking the Virgin Mary for the graces that our Family has received: 2nd January, the foundation of the Institute, 9th January, Rome recognised our Congregation and approved its constitutions, 21st January, Brother Basilio left us to rejoin the Father, 22nd January we remember both the death of Brother François and the decree of heroicity of the virtues of Brother Alfano. 
Throughout this prayer, we want to remain in the company of Brothers François and Basilio, looking at how they loved the brothers, how they had a strong personality, worthy of admiration even from the human point of view and how they stayed focussed on Christ, guided by the Good Mother and following in the footsteps of Marcellin. 
For these reasons, may our praise and gratitude to God be generous. (Choose a hymn that speaks of praise and gratitude.)

Place for the song……….
1-In the world of love.

In all the saints we find the logic and motor of love: it has its source in God, but it is men who benefit from it. 
1-Brother François, who wanted to be the living portrait of Marcellin, meditated a great deal in his heart on what the Founder said: “You know, Brothers, that I live only for you.” He noted when just elected as Director General: “Here I am, placed at the head of my confreres, to love them and cherish them with a father’s sentiments …” And this love would constantly emerge in the letters of Brother François: “I love you.  You know that I love you, and my only wish is for your good” he wrote to a young brother; and to another: “You know, my dear Brother, that I have ever loved you tenderly.” In his last circular, the one in which François announced the election of Brother Louis Marie in 1860 and which is like his adieu to the Congregation, he wrote: “My very dear Brothers, truly I have always cared for you tenderly, and I will always love you in that way.” (Moment of silence to meditate on the reading, then a refrain that speaks of love…)
Refr: 

This love was practical. Brother François wrote to a director of a school: “…Our Brother Acaire’s illness induces me more and more to urge you to supply your colleagues generously with all that they need to withstand the fatigue that comes with teaching.  Conserving their health is the greatest economy you can make.”
To a young brother left alone on Sundays and who became bored, Brother François did not hesitate to tell him to take an axe to break open the safe and take the money needed to come to relax with the young people at the Hermitage. (Moment of silence to meditate on the reading,… then take up the previous refrain)
2-Brother Basilio’s love for his brothers has many facets: services, letters, gifts, telephone calls, trips, jokes, accompaniment, trust, vocational discernment, long nightly vigils for the correspondence that made him close to others or to remain at the bedside of a sick brother, the memory of a heart always open and which surprised the brothers on their birthday and a great sentiment of confidence that he could infuse in all our Family. It was like an ideal for him “… Go striding along with friends along the road of life. …” (Moment of silence…then sing a refrain which speaks of love.)
Refr: 


Basilio also knew how to be practical, capable of doing thousands of kilometres to go to comfort a friend in his vocation. When a brother arrived, it was his habit to take the bags and carry them to his bedroom; he would also say that he had a special licence for washing the plates after meals, which he did very often. He wrote hundreds and hundreds of letters to brothers in Mozambique and Angola who were going through a difficult political time and whom he could not visit easily, and at the end of his mandate as Superior General, he offered himself to go to one of these missions. He used to say: “True love respects the freedom of every body; it loves freely, it does not ask, it gives!”  (Moment of silence… then the refrain…)

Refr: 

After having welcomed, listened and said words of wisdom to them, he directed many brothers towards Spello, Loppiano and Troussures, centres of prayer where the Spirit was more strongly present. In Bolivia, he had a dialogue with a six year old child who earned a living, for himself and his little brother, by brushing the shoes of people. Basilio asked the director of the school to take him into class and allow him to study free of charge. In Tanzania he cared everyday for a young adolescent who had his head covered in sores. He said: “If there is one person that you exclude from your heart, the love in you is dead.” And again: “Love is a means for whom the person is the end. The human person is an absolute! » (Moment of silence… then the refrain…) 

Song.: 
2-Two saints with sleeves rolled up
Both François and Basilio were two men very busy and men in whom the brothers had placed their trust due to the value of their personality. 
1-Because Basilio is closer to us, we know all the trips he undertook to visit the brothers, the large number of retreats that he organised, especially on prayer, the nightly vigils he kept until dawn, and the long or short circulars full of wisdom, messages that nourished the spirits because they were rich in human and spiritual experience and were of deep thought which created in us apostolic challenges and also personal challenges for a more authentic religious life. The Vatican recognised him as an expert in religious life and a Superior General of another congregation wrote: “We can state that Brother Basilio was one of the guides who was most listened to and the most balanced during the years of renewal, not only in his Institute, but for all of religious life.”  (Moment of silent reflection and of personal gratitude, then sing an appropriate refrain.)
Song  

2-Brother François also had to assume very intense work in a young Congregation in full expansion and which still lacked firm structures. During his twenty years of generalate, one hundred brothers entered each year; he had to form them, form the formators, open juniorates, novitiates, scholasticates. Brother François opened nearly three hundred and thirty schools, more than fifteen per year, for which he had to study the contracts, set up the communities, find directors. It was under his generalate that the Congregation was legally recognised and the Common Rules, the Guide for Schools, the Constitutions, the Rules of Government and the first biography of the Founder were written and the General House moved to Saint-Genis-Laval. 

And Brother François was also a man of advice. Many brothers came to consult him and left his office happy and blessing God for the suggestions received. 
Basilio and François are saints, yes, but with their sleeves rolled up, like Marcellin. They had their times of intimacy with the Lord, but the work to make the Congregation live absorbed the best part of the day and night; close to God and aware of the problems of their times; two educators rich in grace, culture and humanity. (Moment of silent reflection and of personal gratitude… a moment also to compare my life with that of François and Basilio… then sing an appropriate refrain.)

Song. 

3-The time of thanks
Let us now give free expression to our gratitude and to our praise and sing:
Refr:
1-Lord, in the heart of Brother François, in the life of Brother Basilio, your have greatly loved us. We preciously keep the testimony of François: “Yes, my dear brothers, I have always tenderly loved you and I will always love you.” And we make our own, the ideal of Brother Basilio of “marking the roadway of his life with his friends!” For this love, Lord, we sing to you. Refr.

2-Lord, we thank you for having given us two brothers with their sleeves rolled up. François and Basilio have given us the proof of a total devotion that often went as far as the doors of exhaustion; the site of their work was immense and they set about with a generous energy so that young people could encounter you, so that the brothers would fully live their charism of teaching witnesses to your love. For this work, Lord we sing to you. Refr.

3-Lord, you made François and Basilio masters of wisdom and many came to be refreshed by the clear water of their experience, of the light with which you filled them because it was these men who knew how to encounter you and be left fulfilled by you, light of the world and bread of every day. For the gift of the advice of François and Basilio, Lord we sing to you. Refr.

4-Lord, Brother François wanted to be “the living portrait of Marcellin” and Basilio revealed to us how he was familiar with the Founder, how he knew him by reflection, prayer and through the heart. These two brothers teach us to keep the clarity of sources, for that Lord, we sing to you. Refr.

5-Lord, François and Basilio allowed themselves to be guided by the Good Mother and have taught us to love her, following the example of Marcellin. François tells us to have an unlimited confidence in her because “she has the power even of her Son!”, and Basilio has invited us to make “a new space for Mary”, passing devotions to the “woman of faith”, and rediscovering Mary of the Gospels, mother and disciple of the Son, mother and model for every disciple. For this love towards our Good Mother, received from Marcellin and passed on to us all, Lord, we sing to you. Refr.
6-Especially, Lord, François and Basilio centred us on you. François tells us: “he who has met Christ no longer thinks of his own comforts…” And Basilio reminds us that “If we ask ourselves what is the centre, the quintessence, the heart, the central core of a vocation, we must respond that it is Jesus; Jesus is the vocation!” Because François and Basilio centred us in you, Lord, we sing to you. Refr.

7-Free intentions in favour of Mission Ad Gentes, lay Marist vocations, remembering young people for whom we desire a personality as rich as that of François and of Basilio… or other intentions… 
After a moment of silence we can conclude by singing the Salve Regina. 

