Brother François, Brother Basilio, and our beatified martyrs

[image: image1.jpg]


Introduction

January 2008 invites us to celebrate, in one common prayer, three Marist anniversaries: Brother François who died on January 22; Brother Basilio whose death occurred on January 21, 1996; and our newly beatified Brothers whose beatification occurred three months ago on October 28. The first request which these, our confreres, would make is that we raise our voices to God in a song of thanksgiving, certain that the Holy Spirit’s work, ever new, abounds among us today.

Prayer Service

Song of thanksgiving (ad libitum)

1. In the ambience of love
All the Brothers whom we are honoring, François, Basilio, and the martyrs, remind us that, if “Jesus has given his life for us, we too ought to give our lives for our brothers.”  When it comes to love, these Brothers were exemplary. 

(A refrain on the theme on love of neighbor.)

1. Brother François’ letters of which he composed many – particularly to the young  Brothers  -  are filled with loving sentiments, one might almost say maternal sentiments.  The thematic note which is struck is, “You know quite well, Brothers, that I have always loved you tenderly.” (Time for silence… then refrain)
2. Basilio was a man always ready to do what pleased and to exercise a service.  He would contact Brothers by telephone, through a gift, by some pleasant surprise, even by a very long trip if need be.  He used to say, “Life is not worth living unless one loves without conditions.”  He said too, “If a single person is kept out of your affection, your love is as good as dead!”  Again, “Once you have committed yourself to living according to love, no looking back is possible.”  (Time for silence . . .  then refrain)  

3. Blessed Brother Bernardo used to welcome any person in need, never asking about political affiliations.  Brother Bernard’s charity, like his way of teaching, was very original.  He had a knack for bonding with many kinds of people.  The other beatified martyrs  -  Laurentino, Virgilio and their 44 companions  -  offer us consolation in light of their absolute fidelity.  In addition, however, the lives they led prior to their martyrdom give us a lesson: of lives dedicated to needy children, to the poor who knocked at the door.  Such was the case with Brother Fortunato Andrés who used to top off with a glass of wine the meals he offered to the poor.  These Brothers were committed to a life simple, sincere, close to the poor.  (Time for silence… then a song oa refrain with or two verses)

2. Christ at the center of their lives

The distinguishing character of Brother François, Basilio and the martyrs.
The canticle taken from the letter to the Philippians helps us to enter upon a second consideration.

In two choirs.
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1-Though he was in the form of God, 

Jesus did not deem equality with God 

something to be grasped at. 

Rather, he emptied himself, 

and took the form of a slave.

2-Being born in the likeness of men, 

he was known to be of human state, 

and it was thus that he humbled himself, 

obediently accepting even death, death on a cross!

3-Because of this, God highly exalted him 

and bestowed on him the name 

above every other name.

4-So that at Jesus’ name every knee must bend 

in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth, 

and every tongue proclaim 

to the glory of God the Father: Jesus Christ is Lord!

One of the most felicitous expressions of the 20º General Chapter’s message is the one which invites us « to centre our lives and communities in Jesus Christ, like Mary, with passion and enthusiasm ». François, Basilio and our beatified martyrs have gone ahead of us following such an invitation.  They encourage us in our efforts to do the same.  

(Here, a song or refrain in honor of Christ) 

1. If our martyred Brothers teach us anything, it is that they made Jesus the sum and substance of their lives.  All was focused upon him; nothing was equal in value to Christ.  He deserved to be given every dimension of their lives.  In the course of his 1933 letter beginning ‘Now is the time!’, Brother Laurentino reminded the Brothers in the context of the Year of the Redemption 1933:  The time has now come for self giving without reserve!  The signal has been given to march on to full generosity.  May this letter touch you and challenge you, “«You who tell God every day that you love him… now is the time to show this.»  (Time for silence… refrain)
2.  In so many ways, Basilio reminded us of the centrality of Jesus, sometimes in the very words which were picked up by the XXth General Chapter document: “The most direct way, the only way, truly authentic and enduring, in which to approach our Brothers is Christ.  Certainly it is clear, now more than ever before, that we are to make every effort to place Jesus at the center of our lives.  May the renewal of community life, prayer and apostolate be the fruit of our fervent union with Jesus”. (Time for silence… refrain)

3. Brother François inherited from the Founder a love of the Eucharist, the practice of frequent visits to the Blessed Sacrament, the instinct of bringing to the Lord all the daily problems which arise.  Brother François used to say, “A person who has come to know Jesus Christ . . . is no longer able to get upset by the ups and downs of life… Such a one thinks only of drawing ever nearer to Jesus Christ.” Brother François used to seek out the solution to difficulties in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  He customarily used a phrase which might surprise us, but one which certainly demonstrates his great closeness to the Lord, “My life would be unbearable if I never had anything to suffer in Jesus’ name.” (Time for silence… refrain)
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3-Water from the Rock

The preceding examples of Marist holiness 

are reflected in the document Water from

the Rock.  
In two choirs, let us read some

paragraphs drawn from section 154 of the

document.  Then, after a period of silence, 

we may express a prayer based upon

the section or we may simply echo back 

a word or phrase drawn from the text. 

1-Our mission, founded on the experience 

of being profoundly loved by Jesus, 
is to make him known and loved.

2-Mary never fails to accompany us 
in our pilgrimage of faith, 
both when we grow in fidelity 
and when we wander in doubt.

3-God constantly renews the gift of Marist martyrs and saints to show us new horizons of passionate commitment to Jesus Christ and his Gospel.
4-Marists of Africa, America, Asia, Europe and Oceania are a marvellous gift to one another and a meaningful way of Mary being present in our world today.
5-Communities and families inspired by Marist spirituality become leaven that transforms the dough of our societies in a humble and effective way.

6- The person and the spirituality of Marcellin Champagnat fill with meaning and purpose the lives of many Brothers and Lay Marists today and powerfully awaken new ways of being Marist.

(Spontaneous prayers or echo;  after three such expressions, a refrain may be chanted.) 

Conclusion

Let us ask Brother François, Basilio and our martyrs to intercede for our Institute, especially at this time when it faces challenges such as Mission ad Gentes, the role of laity, reclaiming the spirit of the Hermitage.  Then, we will end with the Salve Regina which unites us not only with our contemporaries but with the generations of Marist Brothers who have gone before us, in shared love and confidence in our Good Mother. 

O Gracious Father, we give you thanks for all that

Brother François did for us during the years of his

Generalate when our Institute developed so much.

Father, we thank you too for Brother Basilio and for all that

did for our Institute.  He lived through problem times, and he

shows us that holiness is possible in our day.

Father, we thank you for having called to the grace



of martyrdom Blessed Brother Bernardo, Laurentino, Virgilio



and their forty four companions.



As men who preached Christ and as teachers of youth,

they gave an example of responsibility and fidelity.

 in a time of great crisis

They willingly went forward, shedding their blood

in witness to your Son, to the Church

and to the value of every young person in your eyes.

We ask you, Father, that these Brothers may intercede for us today,

and that they intercede especially for… 

We pray in the name of Jesus, your Son and our Savior. Amen.

(Salve Regina)
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