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8 MAY 2005

HENRI BEFORE MEN

In our prayer, let us allow God to touch our hearts through the witness of Bro Henri Vergès. His love, his simplicity, his endurance, his patient listening, his care for all those around him… are lovely expressions of the love of the Lord burning within him like an unquenchable fire.

We may start by a song invoking the Holy Spirit

What he said about himself

1- Why in Algeria? Because there is God’s mysterious plan for the people of Islam, a temple of his presence where he invites me to enter, a mutual opening to promote, a dialogue between believers to pursue and develop, our paths to God can only converge. Because God sends his Church to all the people of the universe, a simple presence which purifies itself, which allows itself to be challenged by the Word and which challenges, liberates itself and liberates, which leaves to God the choice of times for a more explicit revelation of the gospel of his Son journeying with all mankind in this world.
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2- To be close to the poor

It is necessary to share their misery,

The have suffered from hunger,

from thirst, from nakedness, 

to have walked kilometers,

to have experienced waiting,

crowding on the bus.

How to know poverty

If  I let myself be corrupted by money

And all the compromises it entails?

If I live the condition of the poor,

I will hasten the work of justice among men.

There will be one profiteer the less.

I would better understand the demands of the deprived

As well as all there can be of egoism, envy, harshness

in the reaction of certain unfortunates.

3- The poor were truly your brothers. You welcomed them without a murmur because, in your eyes, it was the Lord in person who was knocking at your door. At the social secretariat where I was then working, the needs did not always allow me time for lunch. You would knock discreetly, with a plate of fruit or cakes, you did it with love. With you, one could not be sad. You were a little light of love, peace, hope, in this Casbah which was in great need of it.

A moment of silence and then, we sing

Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, that you do unto me.

When I was hungry, you gave me to eat

When I was thirsty, you gave me to drink

Now enter into the home of my Father

4- At each of our levels it is necessary to listen to and reply to the expectations and the searching of the other. I ask Him to complicate our meetings as little as possible.

5- It is not a question of convincing, but of being Christian, whatever it costs, of showing love. If one cannot dialogue, at least one can start, and that is essential.

6- I perceived in the account he gave me of his work a real passion, passion for meeting, passion for service of the young, passion which lead him to this land. He went right to the end of this passion.

A moment of silence and then, we sing

Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, that you do unto me.

When I was weary, you helped me find rest

When I was anxious, you calmed my fears,

Now enter into the home of my Father
Muslim Prayer for Peace
Praise be to the Lord of the

universe who has created us 

and made us into tribes and nations

that we may know each other, 

not that we may despise each other.

If the enemy incline towards peace, 

do you also incline towards peace, 

and trust God, 

for the Lord is the one that hears 

and knows all things.

And the servants of God most gracious 

are those who walk on the earth in humility, 

and when we address them, 

we say "PEACE."
What others said about him

1- Jean-Benoite Fanjaud, a friend of Henri, wrote about him:

His life as Marist religious educator became a life in Moslem Algeria, for the Algerians and with the Algerians. The mounting tide of dangers, of which he was aware, changed nothing of this fundamental orientation, but added a desire for spiritual solidarity with Islam and with Moslems the full sense of which the Ribat would help him bring out. (The Ribat -bond of peace-, a prayer group of Christians and Muslims which met at the Trappist convent at Tibhirine. Henri had been part of it from the beginning).When violence took Henri from us, it seemed to us that it struck in him our vocation in its most perfect expression.

2- Christian de Cherge said:

With Henri, it was also a study of Islam which never ceased to let itself question, from the inside of a search for God always on the alert. “I let myself be questioned, I question, I unbalance the other a little, and the other unbalances me… It is like Mary, I don’t understand, but I keep in my heart. What the little ones have grasped, it’s marvelous. The experts of Islam block matters for me.”

Translation of an Urdu Poem by Hazrat Mirza Ghula 
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He who lives in humility 


is the one who finds his Beloved.�Only those who are near to God are alive.�It is they, having been accepted by God, 


who have become His dear friends.





They are far removed from God 


who are far away from righteousness.�They are at all times 


the prisoners of arrogance, pride and vanity.





Friends, righteousness means 


the abandoning of haughtiness,�The getting rid of the habit of pride, 


vanity and greediness.








Give up the love of this transient world.�For the sake of your Beloved, 


give up the path of mirth and jollity.





Accept the life of hardship in all sincerity,�So that the angels may descend on you.


Give up conceit and vanity - that is what righteousness is.�


Make yourselves lowly and humble;


that is where the pleasure of God resides





Free intentions and sharing





Marial Hymn














Adapted by José M. Ferre.
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