Celebration in honour of Bro. Henri Vergès

On the 15th anniversary of his martyrdom: 8 mai 1994
MARY, OUR ORDINARY RESSOURCE
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Our Marial character cannot help but bring us to a  close relationship with the Muslim people who have a particular veneration for Mary (Myriam), the mother of Jesus (Aïssa). We can recall the triumphant welcome that was bestowed on Our Lady of Fatima by the Muslim countries.

Mary seems the way to be present in the Church in North Africa; it is  as if  we lived God’s Advent with her.

In our daily life, we meditate on Mary’s behaviour: prudence, active patience and contemplation. (Algiers, Christmas 1975, information to the 1976 general chapter, CàC, p. 55).

Choose an appropriate marial song…

In the Bible, a name reveals a person and his/her mission. For Henri, to bear the name of Mary meant a commitment to imitate the one who gave us Jesus. He knew the role she played in his life and in his family. His parents met during a marial pilgrimage. Notre Dame des Anges, at Espira de l’Agly welcomed him in the candour of his twelve years. He did his teacher training at Notre Dame de l’Hermitage. 

“By giving us Mary’s name, the founder wanted us to live like Mary. Convinced that she did everything for us, he called her our Ordinary Resource and our first Superior. We contemplate our Mother and our Model’s life to try and absorb her spirit. As a perfect disciple of Christ, she inspires and regulates our behaviour” (C, 4). (A short silence…) 

Our brother felt at ease among the Muslims who venerate Mary. He practised the marial attitudes that the founder wanted for his brothers: humility, simplicity and modesty. “These three marial virtues give a distinction of authenticity and kindness to our relationships with our brothers and with the people at large. Willingly, we offer our lives and our talents to serve the Church and the world, but we will act without fanfare” (C 5).

This is the way Henri worked either as a school headmaster or as a simple teacher. He judged his apostolate in Algeria as “God’s Advent lived with Mary, this advent goes on. 
Like Mary, may we really feel free vis-à-vis material ties, and let us busy ourselves with the establishment of justice, peace and love that are born with the due respect showed to everybody.” (Easter 1982. Reply to the bishops’ conference CàC, p.94).
(Moment of silence… followed by a marial refrain and a stance…)
Mary, Jesus’ educator at Nazareth, inspires our attitudes towards youth. Our apostolic action is participation into her spiritual maternity. (C, 84).

Yes, we can agree that the spirit of Nazareth impregnated Henri’s life. He was an educator who gave himself completely to the pupils of his school, his class and his library. As he was selfless, his action was inhabited by the desire to promote “a world of justice, peace and love”.

His religious profession had freed him from material ties and that freedom gave him a healthy “joie de vivre”. Those who met him were astonished. He had no room for undue zeal. He was full of respect for his pupils’ faith. Through his example and his prayer, his whole life was proclaiming the Gospel. (Moment of silence… followed by a marial refrain and a stance…)
[image: image2.jpg]



“Why here, at Sour El Ghozlane?

Because our Marist vocation is particularly adapted to this hidden presence of humble service. We want it to be the foundations of our project in this young country. We are here for the youths. We work with Mary who is also present in the heart of Islam.” (CàC, p. 247).

Henri found an answer to the question he had just asked. He found it in his Marist vocation. “Mary is also present in the heart of Islam”. There is osmosis between his life at the service of the youth and Mary’s life during her silent years in Nazareth.

Notre Dame de l’Atlas Abbey received him quite often. He was always pleased to meet Fr. Christian de Chergé, his spiritual director and friend. At the same time, he could breathe the vivifying mountain air. He had another fountain of spiritual breathing: the monastery of the Saint Clare Sisters that stood very near Notre Dame d’Afrique. He called regularly at that place for a day of recollection. Above all, he prayed every day in his own oratory to renew himself besides Jesus and Mary. (A short silence…)
One person who used to help Henri for some manual tasks on Ben Cheneb Street testified: “After our work, when the pupils had gone, we took refuge into the chapel to recite Vespers and the Rosary. One night, he confided that this moment of the day when he abandoned himself into Mary’s arms was very dear to his heart. He then talked of our mother slowly with  great tenderness. His eyes shone with joy. The spiritual wealth of his soul moved me and became contagious. It was against the partition of this oratory near the tabernacle that his body fell down when he was shot.” (RM, p. 172).
(A short silence… followed by a marial refrain.)
In July 1988, when he learned that he would have to leave Sour El Ghozlane for Algiers, Henri wrote from Notre Dame de l’Hermitage:

“Like Mary, with Mary, I want to welcome Jesus in me and give him to the people. I want to be available to what the Lord expects of me in this new stage of my life (CàC, p. 244). 

That new stage was his last one and our brother lived it like the preceding ones, in the company of Mary. Thus, he manifested up to the end his fidelity to the marial spirit that Champagnat passed on to his sons. (A short silence…)
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Free intentions of prayer
Refrain: 
O Lord, hear my prayer,



O Lord, hear my prayer.



When I call, answer me. (2)

1-For our new mission in Algeria…

2-For our Brother in mission ad Gentes…

3-For our brothers of Muslim religion…

4-For a peaceful dialogue between different

cultures and religions.

5-For our General Chapter…

6-Other free intentions….

We Meditate With Brother Henri
(A peaceful reading; changing readers at each paragraph…)
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“Mary receives us only to lead us to Jesus.” This maxim that Marcellin used to repeat to his brothers, Henri experienced its truth in his life. 

· Notre Dame de Font Romeu is surely the origin of your desire to follow her Son. Notre Dame d’Afrique received your body as she did the body of Jesus at the foot of the cross. 

· You covered a marial journey. The good Mother guided your steps, inspired your decisions. By contemplating her, you learned to live the attitudes of availability and discretion in your service of youth You simply trusted God’s will with the courage of the humble people. As in Mary, the Lord worked wonders in you. 

· The Cana miracle repeated itself during your life because you knew how to listen and put into practice Mary’s words to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

· We would like to imitate your attitudes towards Mary and thus discover the role she holds in our lives so that our confidence in her may grow.

· Teach us to contemplate Mary, the perfect disciple of Christ, and to make her known and loved as the way to go to Jesus, as you did according to the founder and to the Church’s teaching. (Approbation Decree, C, 7)  
Let us conclude our prayer with the Regina Coeli laetare… 
(This prayer is inspired by the text of the 13th day of the book: Praying 15 days with Henri Vergès)
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