Celebration 
in honour of Brother Henri Vergès
1-To remember
« To remember » is part of the innermost nature of the Church. In the central sacrament of the liturgy, the eucharist, the Church remembers the martyr who founded it: « We recall your death, Lord Jesus, we celebrate your resurrection, we await your coming in glory! » And she obeys her Lord: « Do this in memory of me! » 

With the memory of the sacrifice of her Lord, the Church has always kept the memory of the witnesses who went as far as shedding their blood for him. The anamnesis praises the Lord and includes all who give their lives for the Lord and for his Church. 

This justifies our recalling the martyrs of Algeria, and especially our Marist martyr,  Henri Vergès. To celebrate our martyrs, is also to take time for their holiness to pass on to us. (A moment of silence…then a hymn such as: Keep in mind that Jesus Christ has died for us…) 
2-The hands of holiness
This image is meant to show us that Brother Henri always had a very practical, concrete holiness in day to day work and relationships.

1-In 1969, he was appointed director of the Saint Bonaventure School in Algiers. He did everything possible to make it fit the social context it found itself in, that of a young nation just come to independence, with an educational system in which most students were Muslim. The whole teaching team and the parents were invited to take part in writing the Educational Project and in specifying the values the school should transmit to its pupils. It would not simply be a copy of what was done in France. 
2-In 1980, there was a great earthquake in Algeria. Henri responded by donating the whole monthly salary to those affected. Jean Benoit Fanjaud, who lived with him, wrote: « The poor were truly your brothers. You welcomed them without fanfare, because in your eyes it was the Lord who was knocking at the door… You were a glimmer of love, peace, and hope, (among these people) who needed it most.»
3-At the end of this apostolic venture, he was entrusted with the library of Ben Cheneb, a place where youth found books and space to work. He did everything to increase the number of useful books, editions in Arabic, to ensure that the milieu was welcoming, quiet, condusive to work.
4-The house he was given was in a very run-down state: he rolled up his sleeves, … The result was a very beautiful villa in the Moorish style where it was good to live. This set the tone of welcome for the community, friends visiting, the youth working there.
5-He knew how to entertain friends, preparing fine meals for them, which were shared in an atmosphere of joy and sincere friendship. Henri was very spontaneous in gestures of friendship, joy, in making you feel at home. He had trained his intelligence and his hands for service: he had  hands of holiness. 
One of his principles was: « Christ must shine through us. The 5th Gospel that anyone can read, is that of our life. » In this context, he also wrote: « Truer the word I live than the word I say. To aspire always to be a ray of being. »
His best known and loved photo shows him in the garden, wearing an apron, with five white arum lilies before him, a red bowl full of mushrooms he had just gathered in his hand, and a broad smile lighting up his face. 
One or two phrases from these texts may recall to us elements of Marist pedagogy or practical holiness. We may reflect on them and share our reflections. We might space our reflections with the following chant:

God, we praise you, Lord, we acclaim you 
In the immense gathering of the saints.
3-The heart of holiness
The hands of holiness are the second commandment lived out in daily life. This turns the saint outwards towards his brothers and sisters. The heart of holiness is the living of the first commandment which is directly connected to intimacy with God. Henri offered us many signs of this living with God which is the heart of holiness. 
1-He loved retreat times and chose places that favoured deep recollection: with the Trappists at Tibhirine, in the convent of the Clarissian Sisters, as also in the Marist reliquary of the Hermitage… Many of the moments of light we find in his notes, were born in those days of intense prayer: « To be transparent to the Gospel, transparent of the Gospel. To be a grain buried in the earth of humanity from which the leaven of the Gospel can burst forth… » In Algeria, he walked with the great searchers for God, his friends in  Ribat, Christians and Moslems.
2-His notes reveal that his day was divided into two parts: the morning for thanksgiving for the morning communion, the evening for preparing for the next day’s communion. Henri was a great frequenter of the Word of God: « To allow myself to be transformed each day a little more by the living Word of the Gospel: not to let myself become deadened by routine, distraction, settling into comfort. That it may keep on causing the new man to grow in me. To be always more a Gospel word.
3-The late evening was always precious to him since in the silence he was able to give himself to Marial prayer, a time he spent very intensely. « After work, with the students gone, we took refuge in our chapel to say Vespers and the rosary. One evening he confided to me that this time, when he abandoned himself into the arms of Mary, was very dear to his heart, and he spoke of our Mother with great tenderness, slowly, softly. His eyes shone with joy. The spiritual richness of his soul impressed me and became contagious. It was against the partition of this chapel, of the tabernacle, that his body collapsed after being shot.» Andrée Ghillet. (Brief moment of silence…)
4-He let his interior life shine through with his friends, Christian or Moslem… And some after meeting him said: « I have spent the day with a saint… » His friend Belaïd Dahmane, headmaster of the high school at Sour-El-Ghozlane, where Herri taught almost 12 years, has left nine testimonies full of admiration: « Rare to find a man like  Vergès whose soul is animated by a deep faith in God. He possessed the faith of a great mystic. The presence of God dominated his heart and his existence. He lived for God, his faith never faltered even before the greatest trials… » They often exchanged and prayed together, for Belaid, a Moslem, was also a great seeker for God.
5-His office had a narrow partition contiguous with the chapel. When he received a visit from a friend, he would strike it several times as if to say: « Lord, it’s for you… », then standing, his face beaming, he would extend his hand in greeting. It was probably in this pose that he was killed, with Sister Paul-Hélène, on 8 May 1994. 
A short time for reflection. The sharing of thoughts may be interspersed with the saying of a Hail Mary.
4-Reputation
Around every true martyr, or great servant of God, there arises a reputation for holiness, a conviction that this person of God radiates God. So, the person is prayed to, spoken about, has books and pamphlets written about him/her, images, posters printed, and witnesses appear to express their admiration. Here are some testimonies:
1-After the funerals of Br. Henri Vergès and Sister Paul-Hélène on 12 May 1994,  Cardinal Duval, archbishop of Algiers, said these words: « Brother Henri was an authentic witness of the love of Christ, and of absolutely disinterested service of the Church and fidelity to the people of Algeria. »

2-Father Jean François Berjonneau (National Ministry for Migrants), who had met Br. Henri on 25 March 1994, wrote: « I noticed in the account he gave me of his work in the library a true passion : passion for meeting, passion for service of the youth, passion which linked him so strongly to this people. He had this Passion right to the end. » 

These two testimonies put us on the path of the hands of holiness and the heart of holiness. 

Here we may include our personal intercessions and prayers, ending each with the response:
Certain of your love and strong in our faith,

 we pray to you, O Lord.

Conclusion:

Our Brother Henri was killed, he who had dreamed of becoming an instrument of peace. He left this in his notes: « Let the Peace of Christ invade my being ever more and more intimately. Patience, gentleness with myself; patience, gentleness with others, in particular the youth God entrusts to me; Virgin Mary, make me an instrument of peace for the world. »

As we conclude as Marists with the singing of the Salve Regina, let us ask Mary to be heirs of Brother Henri’s dream: 
« to become instruments of peace for the world. »

