PRAYER SERVICE WITH OUR MARTYRS
LAURENTINO, VIRGILIO and 44 OTHER BROTHERS
9 October
Invitation to prayer
We are going to pray with a particular group of Brothers: Laurentino, who was the Brother Provincial, Virgilio, the Vice Provincial, and 44 other Brothers, the youngest being only 19 years old. They were shot dead because of their fidelity to Christ on the evening of the 8th of October. Reflecting on our martyrs will help us to respond to God and to all humanity in a way that is audacious, full of integrity, faithful and that opens the doors to hope.
The Martyr

The Lord Jesus is the main Martyr. He laid down his life for all of us. “Nobody takes my life; I will lay it down myself”. Everyday, in the mass, we renew this martyrdom, this sacrifice of Jesus:

Song:  Keep in mind that Jesus Christ has died for us… 
Inspired by the word of the Apocalypse, let us pray:

We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty,

who are and who were,

for you have taken your great power

and begun to reign.

The nations raged,

but your wrath has come,

and the time for judging the dead,

for rewarding your servants, 
the prophets and saints 
and all who fear your name,
both small and great.
In 1933, Bro Laurentino wrote to the Brothers a letter inviting them to be ready for the coming persecution: « Now is the time to rejoice and to exult, as Jesus told us and as the apostles did when the time came to suffer trials and persecutions for the name of the divine Master. Besides, it is not we who are persecuted, but Jesus who is persecuted in each of his faithful servants. Each of us suffers individually, but He suffers in all his members”

Let us pray with this hymn to the martyrs
The martyrs living now with Christ 
in suffering were tried; 
their anguish overcome by love
when on his cross they died.

Across the centuries they come, 
in constancy unmoved.

Their loving hearts make no complaint; 
in silence they are proved.

No man has ever measured love, 

or weight it in his hand; 

but God who knows the inmost heart, 

gives them the promise land.
Praise Father, Son and Spirit blest, 

who guide us through the night 

in ways that reach beyond the stars 

to everlasting life.

Two remarkable Brothers !
Leading this group of martyrs we have two remarkable Brothers: Bro Laurentino, the Provincial, and Bro Virgilio, his assistant. Both of them passed trough painful situations:

· More than 60 Brothers of the Province have been already killed; one of the, Bro Eusebio was the vice Provincial. Every week, news arrived about imprisonments and massacres. 

· About 108 Brothers were kept in jail, in the same prison, together with the two Superiors, risking to be killed at any moment, unable to do anything to save them.

Let us imagine how the mind and heart of the Provincial and his Assistant were in those tragic moments. Especially that they have tried by all means to save their Brothers, but all of them have fallen on the same trap.

Let us pray

Let us pray for Provincial and District Superiors, responsible for their Brothers, caring for their health, their happiness, their apostolic dynamism, their spiritual growth. They suffer when they see Brothers doubting, discouraged, asking to withdraw… Lets us pray.   (Hail Mary)
Let us pray for community superiors, responsible for keeping the fire of love alive in the Brothers of their community ; helping them to grow as consecrated persons and to be attached to their vocation. May the Spirit fill them with generosity. Let us pray. (Hail Mary)
Let us pray for all Superiors and Brothers living in difficult socio-political circumstances, which require a lot of wisdom, boldness and courage. Let us pray.   (Hail Mary)
In the same letter of 1933, Bro Laurentino continued to ask the Brothers to be ready for a possible violent death :

« You who tell God every day that you love him with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your being, well, now is the time to show this. Yes, now while those who persevere in loving him are mocked, abandoned, defamed, deprived of their legitimate rights as citizens, insulted and made the target of a satanic persecution”.

“Now is the time to show how great the fidelity that you have sworn to the Lord is. Now is the time to prove that your desires for sacrifice are not illusory and pure fantasy. Perhaps those who today show cowardice and desert the good cause once believed they were invincible…”

Let us pray

Let us pray for the Provincials; that their letters and circulars to the Brothers may be inspired by the Holy Spirit, and that the Brothers welcome them in a spirit of faith. Let us pray.   (Hail Mary)
Let us thank the Lord for the Circulars and writings of our General Superiors. May we welcome them as prophetic writings, reading them in a spirit of faith and prayer, so that we can bear the fruits God is expecting from us. Let us pray. (Hail Mary)
Let us have a quick look on Bro Virgilio, vice Provincial

It was he who went to Barruelo, despite the dangerous situation, to identify the body of Brother Bernardo. He saw the persecution as a sign from Providence: “Revolutions are the lanterns of Providence, light sent by God to illuminate the path of our future activity, the Lord knocking strongly on the doors of our hearts so that they will burn with love for our neighbor, our students, our society and our country”
In another reflection, Bro Virgilio added: “The ideas are sown in schools and today this occurs with a far stronger commitment than ever before. The school is the workshop where we forge in the same way either the complete and dignified person or the vilest of criminals”

Psalm 9B (10) 

With what purpose, Lord, do you stay away? 

hide yourself in time of need and trouble?


The wicked in their pride persecute the weak, 

trap them in the plots they have devised.


The sinner glories in his desires, 

the miser congratulates himself.

The sinner in his arrogance rejects the Lord: 

“there is no God, no retribution”.


Your judgments, O Lord,

are far beyond his comprehension


The sinner says to himself: 
“I will stand firm; nothing can touch me”.
His mouth is full of malice and deceit, 
under his tongue hide trouble and distress.

He lies in ambush by the villages, 
he kills the innocent in some secret place.

He watches the weak, 
he hides like a lion in its lair.

He plans to rob the weak, 
lure him to his trap and rob him.

For he has said to himself, 
“God has forgotten. He will never see”.

Glory be to the Father …

The Provincial and his Brothers, martyred together.

The biographical pages devoted to these Brothers are in general full of praise. We have a group who knew for five years they were heading for the final trial of martyrdom and during this time they were guided by superiors who made them aware of this and created a climate of generosity and piety to prepare their hearts to accept this sacrifice.
The reading of these biographies gives raise to great admiration due to the quality of their lives rather than their tragic deaths. Some were intellectuals, others expert teachers who were close to young people, others in their leadership roles were able to marry the art of organization with paternal care and those employed in manual work were capable of rendering great service to others that was always done willingly and joyfully.
All were wholeheartedly devoted to the Mother of the Lord and led simple and discreet Marist lives. We, as family, can truly be proud of these Brothers. We can ask them to intercede for us so that our hearts may be open to the generosity that God is asking of us today.
A moment of silence

A prayer-poem was composed by one of these Brothers, a cry from the heart. It may also be our prayer that joins us all together in fraternity:
Stay with us, Lord, 

continue to guide your flock with love. 
The Cross where you give us your law 
is the great sign that never perishes.

Today as we are chased from this sanctuary
from school that was until yesterday Christian, 
do not leave us, O God of Calvary; 
do not stay far away, 
as indeed we need you to return to us.

Stay for the least in the calm of the temple 
where we see your image in the obscurity. 
Reign for ever, Jesus, 
in the souls of those who place their faith in you

Free prayers and intercessions: 

R/ Thank you, Lord, for the witness of our martyrs
Final Hymn
Salve Regina
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