Celebration in honor of our martyrs

Introduction  

In the afternoon of April 7, the pope Benedict XVI went to the Basilica of Saint Bartholomew. This Basilica, in Rome, is dedicated to the martyrs of the 20th century. In all the history of the church, there have never been as many martyrs as in the 20th century. In this Basilica, there is a large number of relics of martyrs of the 20th century. We also want, as Marist Family, to bring there a beautiful relic of the group of the Brothers who had been beatified on October 28, 2007. So our Brothers, also killed during the 20th century, in China, Spain, Germany, Africa and America, find place in the company of all those who died for the Lord during the last century. (A short moment of silence…)   
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Hymn : Let God’s dream be born

(Words and music by Kevin Bates SM, 1991)

Open hearts and open minds 

Give the spirit freedom.

Let God’s dream be born in us - 

Let God’s dream be born.

Hearts that wonder at the word

Hear the word with freedom.

Let god’s word be gently heard -

Let Gods word be welcome.

Voice and hands that speak the word

Give the word with freedom.

Let God’s truth be well explored -

Let God’s truth be spoken.

Mary help of Christians hear

Our prayer that we might carry

The Word with open hearts and hands

Enflesh the words for many.
1 Jesus, the first of the martyrs,  

Br. Laurentino, Provincial, wrote:  

"… It is not we that are persecuted, but it is Jesus who is persecuted in each of his faithful servants. Each of us suffers for one only, but he, he suffers in all his members. "This affirmation is an echo of what Paul heard on the path of Damascus: "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"  

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  

Glory to you who died on the cross!  

Glory to you who is risen!  

Glory to you, always in our midst!  

Our faith and our salvation find its foundation in Christ's death, the first of the martyrs. In every Eucharist, we celebrate and live this martyrdom. Being at the heart of our life, we are illuminated and fed by it. And this martyrdom, as fidelity to the Lord, is registered in the DNA of every true disciple. Every martyr is surprised like Paul: "Christ loved me and offered himself for me!... Who can separate us from the love of Christ?" (Moment of silence…)   

Your death, Lord, we remember it: Amen.  

Your holy resurrection, we proclaim it: Amen.  

Your return in the glory, we wait for it. Amen.  

Pope Benedict XVI said in his homily in the Basilica of Saint Bartholomew: "It is love that pushed Christ to pour his blood for us. In virtue of this blood we have been purified. Sustained by this same love, the martyrs also gave their blood and are purified themselves in the love of the Lord… 'There is no greater love than to give his life for his friends' (Jn 15, 13). Following the example of the Divine Master, every disciple who goes to the martyrdom walks on the path of the greatest love where there are no limits in self-giving." (Moment of silence…) 

Hymn : I found the treasure (As One Voice, n° 22, part two)
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Lord, to whom can I go?

You alone speak the words of life.

You alone on the earth or in heaven above

Are my Saviour and my Lord.

Refrain: I found the treasure in the field, 

    That neither time nor death can steal.

    I will sell what I have, give all that I am,

    To hold this treasure as my own.

2. Jesus, Lord of my life,

I can ask for nothing more

Than to see and believe that my life lies in you,

In the kingdom of my Lord.

2 Let us look at our Brother martyrs  

When we look at our 47 Brother martyrs, beatified on October 28, 2007, and 128 other killed in Spain during the same persecution from 1934 to 1939, we not only discover every Brother's fidelity, but the fidelity of communities and the fidelity of a whole Province. It is very beautiful that a whole Province said yes to the Lord, even to martyrdom. It would be very beautiful that today we are faithful to the Lord as individuals, communities, Province, Marist Family. (Moment of silence…)  

Prayer 

Brothers Bernardo, Laurentinos, Virgilios and the 44 other Brothers, martyrs and blessed,

1. Intercede for us, lay and Marist Brothers, so that each one of us may say: "To whom shall we go, Lord, you alone have words of the eternal life." 

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that your fidelity to the Lord may also be ours.  

2. We pray so that in each of our communities, every brother's and lay person’s fidelity reinforces the fidelity of all, and that the whole community becomes a place where Jesus finds home as the only Lord.  

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that your fidelity to the Lord may also be ours.  

3. We pray so that in all our provinces, men and women may put Jesus at the centre of their lives, fraternal relationships and mission. 

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that your fidelity to the Lord may also be ours.  

4. We pray so that in our Marist Family, Jesus may find the love he looks for in lay person’s and Brothers' heart, love without limits that gives life to the beloved.  

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that your fidelity to the Lord may also be ours.  

5. Our world is also full of challenges to faith, fidelity, education of the youth, total belonging to the church, justice, attention to the poor, respect of the beauty of our world.  

Intercede, Brother Martyrs, so that your fidelity to the Lord may be also our fidelity and that all those who see us, find us faithful to Jesus, the Lord, and to our fellow human beings.

The fidelity of our Brother martyrs has been expressed as a group, as a Marist style of life, in the spirituality that is ours, but also in every person's diversity: Bernardo excelled in apostolic initiatives, he was a mature man. Rafael was only 19 years old and lived his youth with enthusiasm. Some brothers were gifted in literature and wrote some books, or composed some hymns for liturgy, others took care of manual works. Brother Virgilio was the man of audacity while others preferred the hidden life and discretion… All were faithful as men and as Marists. (Moment of silence…)  

Prayer (all)

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that through our different gifts which we received from God, we may compose a symphony of yes which a community alone can sing. 

We are Champagnat today we follow his steps

We are apostles of youth and sowers of hope

Champagnat lives in us, we share his mission of love

So let’s go! Daring in hope. 

Prayer

Intercede for us, Brother Martyrs, so that those who come to our dwelling places may encounter men forming an open community of God’s people. 

We are Champagnat today we follow his steps

We are apostles of youth and sowers of hope

Champagnat lives in us, we share his mission of love

So let’s go! Daring in hope. 

When we look at the Marist logo of the beatification, we see a group of brothers together walking toward us, their path forming the initials of the Ave Maria, to signify that they are Mary's family. They are all standing, having above them a white and luminous cross and at their feet the rising sun of resurrection. The cross, symbol of their martyrdom, seems to be at the back, already passed by, the sun of the resurrection is in front of these men who are walking, alive. (Moment of silence…)  

Hymn  
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Marcellin Champagnat is a gift for the Church

A model of spiritual life

A man of prayer, a man of love. 

A man of strong mind, and heart that knows no bounds.

We are Champagnat today we follow his steps

We are apostles of youth and sowers of hope

Champagnat lives in us, we share his mission of love

So let’s go! Daring in hope. 

2. In you and in me there is love

A love which is meant to be shared.

So make yourself, a Brother to all

To bring the good news, with heart that knows no bounds

3. Now open your hands and open your heart

To the children and youth of the world

And give yourself, with lots of zeal

The Lord will give you, a heart that knows no bounds

3 Mary, the beloved mother  
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What is more obvious in the Marist logo of beatification, is that all these standing martyrs form M to express their Marist identity: they belong to Mary, and they form also an A, symbol of the most frequent prayer on their lips: The Ave Maria (the Hail Mary), repeated 50 times every day in the rosary. In our Marist identity, we can also sing:  

1. Mary, Mother, our good Mother, 

We would lift our eyes to you.

Our Resource, O Virgin Mary, 

We would lift our eyes to you.

Whether in darkness, or in the sunshine,

    Directing all of our cries to you.

    Whether in darkness, or in the sunshine,

    Directing all of our cries to you.

Each of our martyrs had a personal tenderness for the Good Mother. Br. Laurentino entrusted his apostolate as young Brother and his responsibility as Provincial to the protection of Mary. Bernardo abandons himself totally to her. Virgilio has lyrical tones when he seeks Mary intercession. The hymn "Do you remember mother" had become as a marial hymn in Spain. Together, let's say the prayer written by Br. Bernardo:  

· We are yours, Mary, 

     because you are our very beloved Mother, 

     because you are our venerated Queen.

· We are completely yours, 

     because Jesus, while dying,

     handed us into your tenderness and to your protection.

We can be sure, Mary sustained the life of each of our martyrs and especially she was near to them in the last test. Dispersed or together, free or in jail, during the days of persecution, brothers were faithful to the rosary, it was even the prayer that was easiest for them. Their days began and finished with the Salve Regina. As we sing also this Marist hymn, let us feel united to our martyrs: they are for us models, intercessors and especially our brothers. 
Salve Regina
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